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= crowd and the band, the:coaches and the:cheerleaders ... 
rn - - CLICK-CLACK.......It's the sound of you and your teammates 
walking down the tunnel; the sound of your “Under 
Armour® cleats.on that last few feet-of concrete. before 
you step on the grass. CLICK-CEACK,“CLICK-CLACK.... 
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Sez here that Irish are 
back where they ‘belong’ 


iL. NOTRE DAME 


The “gone is the glory” talk of 2004 gave way to 
an entirely different spin in 2005: Notre Dame isn’t 
out-of-touch with modern college football, its aca- 
demic standards aren't too high, and you can recruit 
the best athletes to South Bend. 
All the Irish needed was the right coach. 
That Charlie Weis has already beaten USC 
for the plum of the 2007 recruiting class — QB Jimmy Clausen (from 
Southern California!) — is getting ahead of the game, but not beside 
the point. 

Notre Dame’s 9-3 record in its first season under Crewcut Charlie 
gave notice that the Irish were back, and recruiting efforts suggest that 
Notre Dame is back ... for good. 

With 16 returning starters, including the nation’s best quarterback 
in Brady Quinn and an offense that should improve on its gaudy 477.3- 
yard average last season, the Irish will leave no doubt. 

They're back on top. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Tyrone Willingham won't get a statue out- 
side of Notre Dame Stadium, but give the man his due for bringing in 
the backbone — dare we say, heart and soul — of this championship- 
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caliber team. In one swoop, the glorious Class of 2003 included Brady 
Quinn, Jeff Samardzija, Tom Zbikowski, Victor Abiamiri, Ryan Harris, 
Trevor Laws, John Sullivan, Ambrose Wooden ... 

Now, picture that kind of senior class multiplied by four. That’s the 
kind of team the Irish are going to have every year if Weis stays true to 
his word and stays in South Bend (commence rosaries). 

THE BAD NEWS: Notre Dame better grab its track shoes, because 
USC is still upset abeut the speed-killing knee-length grass (OK, so we 
exaggerate) at Notre Dame Stadium last season. Can the Irish handle 
teams with speed on a fast track? The lasting images of the Fiesta Bowl 
loss to Ohio State indicate they can't. 

Speaking of which, the Buckeyes, we say, will be waiting again for 
the Irish at the end of the road — in the national title game. But if improve- 
ments aren’t made to the Notre Dame defense (nearly 400 yards allowed 
per game last Season), the Irish aren't going to get there. 

OUR CALL: Despite the defensive questions, these skies are not 
blue-gray skies, but sunny days. The schedule is demanding, with Yel- 
low Jackets, Nittany Lions, Wolverines, Spartans, Bruins and, ultimate- 
ly, Hels but if you’re good enough, you're good enough. Notre Dame 
is that. 
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OHIO STATE 


qi s Ui Rematch in the desert would be fine with Bucks 

QB Troy Smith is the spittin’ image of this year’s 

Vince Young. The memories of him picking apart 

Notre Dame in the Fiesta Bow! suggest that we might have our 1-2 picks 

backward. That early September visit to Texas looms on the horizon 

through the summer, but even if the Bucks lose that one, they'll still be 
in position to win the Big Ten and challenge for the national title. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Watch for top recruit tailback Chris Wells, 
who enrolled in January. He is built like one of the pillars at Ohio Stadi- 
um. Wells is acombination of speed and smash — the new Eddie George. 
(And starting RB Antonio Pittman is pretty good, too.) 

THE BAD NEWS: The defense needs nine new starters. But this 
is a top-tier Big Ten program. Somehow Jim Tressel will get it done. The 
front seven will be fine, with Indiana transfer LB John Kerr finally ready 
to contribute and JC transfer LB Larry Grant making a mark. 

ALL: This offense, with Smith and Ted Ginn Jr. as Heis- 
man candidates, is arguably better than the 2002 group that won the 
Fiesta Bowl and national title. The defense doesn’t have to be great. 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Ingredients in place for Fiesta-style feast 

Beating Georgia in last season’s Sugar Bowl gave 

the program the legitimacy it needed from others 
around the country, and now here's a recipe for a true national champi- 
onship contender: 1) The 'Eers have talent. 2) They will start in or near 
the top five. 3) They have a manageable Big East schedule. 4) Just add 
water and let it cook in the desert heat. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Rich Rodriguez has been able to mold the 
Spread option into a power running attack. Both quarterback Patrick 
White and tailback Steve Slaton are a threat to surpass 1,000 rushing 
yards this season. And they are only sophomores. 

THE BAD NEWS: Rodriguez has allowed the world — namely every 
college coach who asked — to come to his doorstep in the offseason 
to learn his version of the Spread. Will familiarity breed upsets? The 
toughest game on the schedule — Louisville — is on the road. 

} We've been here before. West Virginia was hyped in 
2004 with Chris Henry and Pac-Man Jones, and then coughed up an 
8-4 hairball. But, really, there is no reason for fewer than 10 wins — or 
11, or 12. 


TEXAS 


It wouldn’t be fair if VY was still here 

That 800-pound gorilla has left Austin. Mack Brown 

has spent the offseason gathering more hardware 
and recruits. When the Horns kick off, Brown will be just about done 
recruiting — for 2007. Those February victories have finally paid off in 
October (that would be at the Texas State Fair) and in January ... and 
that could very well continue. Beat Ohio State again, and we could be 
coloring that crystal football orange again. 

THE GOOD NEWS: It’s not at all difficult to envision this team 
defending its title (yes, national, as well as Big 12). Sure, VY is gone, 
but quarterbacks Jevan Snead and/or Colt McCoy just have to manage 
the game. The rest of the offense is absolutely loaded. 

THE BAD NEWS: We can't blame Young for leaving early to the 
NFL after all he did for the program, but still, it does make things a lit- 
tle different in the huddle. And there’s no difference-making TE David Thomas 
or record-setting PK David Pino (113 points in 05) anymore. 

The offense goes more conventional. The defense 
might be better. Texas will start and finish in the Top 10. The only ques- 
tion is, will it be closer to No. 10 or No. 1? 
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& Py 
( tas af) Expectations are high at this hoops school 
=== | What in the name of Steve Spurrier is going on 


here? The Gators haven't even been to the SEC 
Championship Game since 2000, which underscores some of the gid- 
diness in Gainesville because this ... could ... be ... the ... year. Urban Meyer's 
teams at Bowling Green and Utah took off in a big way in his second sea- 
son, and Gator fans expect some of that action. They expect it all. And 
they expect it now. Just like hoops. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Chris Leak threw for 2,639 yards, 20 TDs and 
completed 62.8 percent of his passes. And that was in a down year. He'll 
have targets aplenty with Dallas Baker, Andre Caldwell coming back from 
injury and freshman Percy Harvin arriving. 

THE BAD NEWS: Meyer still was muttering about the running 
game in the spring — was the suggestion of playing without a tailback 
merely an idle threat? D-line should be strong, but fingers are crossed 
about shaky depth at linebacker and in the secondary. 

A fabulous recruiting class tells us ‘hat the right peo- 
ple are buying into Meyer's system. If he doesn’t get that SEC title this 
season, one should be right around the corner. 


USC 


No expiration date on Trojans’ excellence 

Get ‘em while you can, right? The Trojans are going 

through a transition that resembles the Miami power 
drain of 2003 and 2004, when the ‘Canes had nine first-round picks in 
two years. But what exactly do you think Pete Carroll has been doing? 
Putting together three consecutive No. 1 recruiting classes is what, chock- 
full of more first-round picks. His latest offseason haul will be seen imme- 
diately on offense ... and away they go. 

THE GOOD NEWS: USC is ridiculously deep at LB and even tin- 
kered with a 3-4 look in the spring. At least a half-dozen All-America 
candidates are scattered through the roster. At QB, Carroll must choose 
between two former No. 1 prospects. Geez ... tough life. 

THE BAD NEWS: You know about who isn’t throwing the ball and 
who isn’t running the ball. So, without Leinart/Bush/White, who will save 
the day in a schedule that includes non-conference games at Arkansas, 
vs. Nebraska and vs. Notre Dame? 

: Jan. 4, 2006, wasn’t the expiration date of USC’s run 
of excellence. The Trojans won't be as immensely entertaining, but nei- 
ther will they take a major step backward, thanks to a much-improved 
defense. 


| 4. OKLAHOMA 


) 


| Don’t forget about Sooners 

Most of last year’s troubles have been squared 

away. The Sooners got better as the season went 
along and capped a rebuilding season with an encouraging win over 
Oregon in the Holiday Bowl. While Texas has stolen away the national 
title, national limelight, and even Big 12 South dominance, these guys 
aren't going to go softly into the night; the Sooners still have won five 
of the past six meetings. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Adrian Peterson is healthy. Get ready for 
1,500-yard season —at least — before he skips to the NFL. The defense 
is back to Stoops-like levels. Linebacker Rufus Alexander to trying to cap- 
ture the school’s third Butkus Award this decade. 

BAD NEWS: That offensive line has to be rebuilt — again. Four 

Starters from the Holiday Bowl are gone. And so is offensive coordinator 

Chuck Long (to become San Diego State’s head coach). Those losses, 

particularly the line, could be the difference between 8-4 and 11-1. 

Oklahoma goes into the Texas game a pick ‘em — 

which means the Big 12 and national titles will be at stake. With a healthy 
Peterson, all things are possible. 
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AUBURN 


Are expectations Tigers’ biggest obstacle? 

Since a bungled overthrow of coach Tommy 

Tuberville late in the in 2003 season, the Tigers 
have an SEC-high 22 victories, winning 16 of 17 conference games, 
including a league title. How do you like him now? There's no regress 
in this Tigers team, with no personnel losses too big to overcome, even 
a 300-pound one like OT Marcus McNeill. On the other hand, high expec- 
tations have crushed Auburn before. 

THE GOOD NEWS: RB Kenny Irons plays his best in the biggest 
games, averaging 167.7 yards last season against LSU, Georgia and 
Alabama, all top 10 teams. Brandon Cox is just fine at QB, and there’s 
not a palpable weakness anywhere to be found. 

THE BAD NEWS: Moderate area of concerns: OT, DT, depth at 
WR beyond Courtney Taylor. The schedule is as cake as an SEC slate can 
be, but there’s no open date, so it will be a grind. But did we mention 
high expectations? Yikes! 

The Tigers, with eight home games, play only three 
out-of-state contests, never having to leave the region. If all goes well 
(and it could), they face a long plane ride out to Arizona for the nation- 
al title game. 


CALIFORNIA 


‘Ted Heads’ primed to topple Trojan horse 

The Bears aren't reinventing their offense — they 

have averaged 34.4 points in coach Jeff Tedford’s 
four seasons — but simply adding some Spread elements to it, cour- 
tesy of former Northwestern assistant Mike Dunbar. Brilliant! Tedford 
remains the most credible threat to USC’s league dominance, and he 
doesn’t even need another first-round pick at quarterback this season. 
Merely ordinary QB play from maybe a longshoreman ... or at least a 
Nate Longshore or Joe Ayoob. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Blare it with a trumpet: RB Marshawn Lynch 
is going to have a monster season, excelling in a run-catch role in the 
new offense. Pretty much everything else is set, with talented WRs, 
studly LBs, shut-down corners and DT Brandon Mebane. 

THE BAD NEWS: The safety position needs to be upgraded to 
match the rest of the defense ... but that’s nitpicking. Getting the 
Pac-10 title probably requires a win at the L.A. Coliseum, and that’s a 
high standard. Opening at Tennessee will be tricky, too. 

L: Unlike the 2004 season, Cal should not be denied an 


at-large BCS berth. Berkeley “Ted Heads” have reason to target the 
league’s automatic bid. The Bears could be that good. 


, LSU 


Resilience counts for a lot ... and so does talent 

Given the backdrop of death, destruction and dis- 

placed lives, LSU's 2005 season meant nothing ... 
and everything. In one of those put-sports-in-context moments, the 
post-Katrina Tigers gave physical comfort when they could and then 
spread good cheer with a stirring 11-2 season, capped by an SEC Cham- 
pionship Game appearance and a 40-3 smashing of Miami in the Peach 
Bowl. With talent galore and a renewed chance to concentrate on their 
tasks on the field, LSU is back for more. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Tigers have a wealth of skill at QB, need- 
ing only to find the right rotation (or none at all). DBs LaRon Landry and 
Jessie Daniels are veterans who don’t have much trouble against SEC 
passers. And you won't find a more resilient team. 

THE BAD NEWS: No team immediately finds replacements for 
all-star DTs such as Kyle Williams and Claude Wroten. RB Alley Brous- 
sard is no sure thing coming back from injury, but he’s a few months 
ahead of RB Justin Vincent, also rehabbing an ACL. 

It will take more than games at Auburn, Florida, Ten- 
nessee and Arkansas to intimidate these guys. That said, the SEC’s most 
talented team does get downgraded a bit because of the schedule. 


MICHIGAN 


It’s bounce-back time ... or at least it better be 

That construction at the Big House is a metaphor 

for the program. Coming off the school’s worst 
record since 1984 (7-5), it would help if Lloyd Carr and the Wolverines 
would bounce back strong ... and winning the Big Ten in '06 would be 
just the thing. New coordinators on both sides of the ball need to trans- 
late the staff moves from “shake up” to “improvement.” 

THE GOOD NEWS: Juniors Michael Hart and Chad Henne seem 
like grizzled veterans. After a fantastic debut in ’04, they slid back a bit 
in 05. The new star on the horizon is WR Mario Manningham. He’s the 
guy who beat Penn State in the final seconds. 

THE BAD NEWS: What is this team’s identity? It gave up 32 
points to Nebraska in the bow! game, lost to Ohio State at home, but hand- 
ed Penn State its only loss. Is this the slow decline and fall of Carr, or 
was last season just a bump in the road? 

: Michigan must reassert itself in a typically strong 
Big Ten. As usual, the schedule is tough. These Wolverines are going to 
have to do something special to overcome Ohio State at the top of the 
league. 


Z 12. FLORIDA STATE 


Pressure is on Seminole offense to produce 

There isn’t a defending conference champion with 

more question marks. Quarterback, offensive line, 
running game? Take your pick. Good thing the rest of the ACC coaches 
have similar problems to solve. How balanced is the league? FSU’s 8-5 
mark last season was the worst record of any I-A conference champi- 
on other than Arkansas State. Chances are, it'll take something better 
than that this year ... and something way better to contend nationally. 

THE GOOD NEWS: True freshman defensive back Myron Rolle 
blew into town a semester early and blew the Seminoles away. The 
school’s great d-back tradition should be enhanced by this playmaker. 
Here's thinking QB Drew Weatherford comes into his own. 

THE BAD NEWS: The defense lost four high picks to the NFL 
draft, but there’s more pressure than ever on Jeff Bowden to improve 
the offense that had the seventh-worst running game in the nation. Offen- 
sive line, get tougher. 

A loss in the opener would be Florida State’s sixth 
loss inside of 11 months — officially qualifying as a habit. There’s no 
guarantee the ‘Noles will be better, but they're good enough to take 
the ACC. 


LOUISVILLE 


Avoid a hiccup, and these Cards might deal 

Bobby Petrino keeps flirting with other jobs and keeps 

coming back to Louisville. He turned down three 
different bids from the Oakland Raiders in the offseason. He's got a great 
thing going where he is. Now in a big-time conference, the ‘Ville can 
make a legitimate run at the table with all the chips ... this year it’s in 
Glendale, Ariz. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Quarterback Brian Brohm’s knee has rehabbed 
remarkably quickly, and he is expected to be 100 percent for the sea- 
son. TB Michael Bush ignored the NFL, which means Louisville gets 
back the fastest 250-pound tailback in the country. 

THE BAD NEWS: Petrino had the national Defensive Player of 
the Year in Elvis Dumervil ... and the defense still struggled at times. The 
D has plenty of talent but can’t afford a hiccup like the one it experi- 
enced last year at South Florida (a 45-14 defeat). 

: Louisville has averaged 53 points per home game in 
the past two seasons. The schedule displays a chance for a special run: 
The Cards play only four bowl teams, and their two biggest foes (Miami 
and West Virginia) will be the visitors. 
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GEORGIA 


S Can Dawgs make it a fifth Top 10 in a row? 
The Dawgs have four consecutive Top 10 AP fin- 
ishes (only USC can also make that claim) and still 

have plenty left in the tank. The thing that likely will bite them this time, 
though, is that they don’t have David Greene or D.J. Shockley at quar- 
terback. There might be a whole lot of neck straining to see when fresh- 
man Matthew Stafford is ready, but a somewhat benign early schedule 
allows time to figure it out. 

THE GOOD NEWS; To get to 8-0 before the Florida game, the 
Bulldogs basically need to take care of their home games and get a win 
at South Carolina in Week 2. Lots of RBs will keep the chains moving, 
and the defensive front seven ranks with the SEC’s best. 

THE BAD NEWS: Fifth-year senior QB Joe Tereshinski, while 
gutty, isn't in the same class as his predecessors. The RBs are good; are 
any great? O-line replaces three starters. Secondary is three-fourths 
new. Loss of 13 position starters simply might be too great. 

The convergence of Florida’s improvement and Geor- 
gia’s slight step back is enough to transfer power in the SEC East, if only 
for a season. Another New Year's Day bowl should help ease the pain. 


UTAH 


Shades of 2004 and a perfect run 

Neither Boise State nor Fresno State in the WAC 

appear to be Top 25 timber. The MAC doesn’t have 
an ace team. Conference USA could be led by (yawn) Tulsa. That leaves 
Utah to be this season's designated BCS buster, made more possible by 
the addition of two more at-large teams to the big-bowl mix. If a “mid- 
major” finishes 12th or better in the BCS standings, they get an auto- 
matic bid. Could even a one-loss Utah team make the cut? 

THE GOOD NEWS: The quarterback position is talented and 
deep, including 2005 starter Brian Johnson, expected to be ready this 
summer after ACL surgery. Combo DB Eric Weddle goes for another 
MWC Defensive Player of the Year award. 

THE BAD NEWS: The offense needs to find a running back, and 
ina hurry, with the season opening at UCLA. In addition to that, there is 
a tricky scheduling two-step with a home game against Boise State on 
Sent 30, followed by a Thursday meeting with TCU (who's idea was 
that?). 

‘ Fifteen starters return from a 7-5 team that pum- 
meled Georgia Tech in a bowl, and enough players are left who recall the 
undefeated mojo of 2004. The Utes are on the verge of becoming BCS 
regulars. 


MIAMI 


Will staff shakeup jumpstart Canes? 

Everything seemed to be cooking after a huge win 

at Virginia Tech in November, and then the Canes 
went 2-2 in their final four games. Larry Coker turned over half the coach- 
ing staff after a disappointing loss to LSU in the Peach Bowl. Was that 
the problem? Will this prove to be the right move? Was it enough? If 
not, Coker will find himself on an even hotter seat. 

THE GOOD NEWS: This defense could be as good as any in 
Coral Gables in along time. It held Kirby Freeman and Kyle Wright to 77 
total passing yards in the spring game. Still, it's a unit that seemed to 
stop playing as it gave up 40 points to LSU. 

THE BAD NEWS: In many ways, Wrightis still a work in progress. 
That’s not good news when there seems to be a dearth of playmaking 
receivers. At first glance, there is no difference-making tailback on the 
roster, but Tyrone Moss is trying to make it back from knee problems. 

: Another 9-3 season won't be enough. Double-digit 
victories are expected — and 14 games overall might be the key factor: 
That means at least a division title. 
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BCS busters? Frogs might fit the bill 

Somebody has to keep the national championship 

trophy in the state, and if it's not the hook-'em- 
Horns people, it just might be the Horned Frogs. A stretch? Sure, but 
it’s not a leap to think that a team with a 10-game winning streak that 
returns four first-team All-Mountain West performers can run the table, 
or at least get into the top 12 in the BCS rankings to get into a BCS bowl. 
This shouldn't be a shock: TCU is 43-18 in Gary Patterson's five seasons 
as head coach. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The defensive line returns two all-confer- 
ence ends in juniors Tommy Blake and Chase Ortiz. The offense is excel- 
lent, but defense is the calling card, with 26 interceptions and 40 turnovers 
last season, both national bests. 

THE BAD NEWS: Four starters are gone from the offensive line 
(all-star tackle Herb Taylor is back, however), so clearing holes for a 
three-headed monster at tailback is the main concern. And, hey, it’s hard 
to forget that these guys lost to SMU last year. 

, The toughest games come in the first month — Texas 
Tech and BYU at home, then at Utah — and if the Frogs survive, they'll 
be building toward a BCS-busting finish. 


CLEMSON 


Win close ones, and Tigers could win big one 

The Tigers just have to be alittle better to produce 

results that are a whole lot better. Of their four 
losses last season, two were in overtime, one was by a point and the other 
was by four. As it was, Clemson won six of its final seven with an intim- 
idating defense and a balanced offense. QB Charlie Whitehurst is gone, 
but fifth-year senior Will Proctor (talk about patience) finally gets his 
chance, and his athleticism is a better fit, anyway. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The defense allowed 10 or fewer points in 
five of the last seven games, and seven starters are back, including star- 
quality DE Gaines Adams and LB Anthony Waters. The offensive line, return- 
ing intact, is one of the best in the nation. 

THE BAD NEWS: Early games at Boston College and Florida 
State could knock the wind out of the season by mid-September. A lit- 
tle more offensive pop is necessary for the Tigers to avoid upset loss- 
es, as in recent years (to Duke and twice to Wake Forest). 

L: Getting nine wins should be the minimum standard, 
and that’s conceding games at BC, FSU and Virginia Tech. Win a couple 
of those, and Clemson might just walk away with the title and its first 
BCS bid. 


ARIZONA STATE 


Can Transfer Tech get the defense it needs? 

Sam or Rudy? Keller or Carpenter? Says coach 

Dirk Koetter, “We wish we had this problem at 
every position.” What he has are two QBs who could be first-team All- 
Pac-10. The job (for now) goes to Keller, the senior who had 20 touch- 
downs in eight games before a thumb injury. Carpenter, a sophomore, 
came in and led the nation in passing efficiency. Know this: the offense 
will fly. 

THE GOOD NEWS: A young receiving corps is boosted by the 
move of Rudy Burgess from tailback, clearing the way for Keegan Her- 
ring to be a 1,000-yard rusher. D-line could (finally) be nasty if a trio of 
transfers from four-year schools lives up to billing. 

THE BAD NEWS: The linebacker unit needs patching together. 
A new nine-game conference schedule means the Devils open at Cal, a 
school they were supposed to miss. Koetter, whose team also plays at 
USC, is 0-10 in Pac-10 games in California. 

Put it this way: This season had better be something 
along the lines of 10-wins special because Koetter hasn’t wowed the fan 
base. He’s 32-28 in five years, 17-23 in conference games. 
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We can make your Dream Ticket a reality... 
let us take YOU out to the ball game today! 


For more details, visit Us online or call us toll free at 
1-888-999-2387, and mention the promo code 
LINDYSTIX to participate. 


| Promo code: ; 
LI N DYSTIX *We have tickets to all your favorite iin lla es B €ETon SPORTS 


sporting and entertainment events. Your team. Your gare. 


ECH 


Bad losses need to be quickly forgotten 
Frank Beamer’s Hokies were on the cusp of becom- 
ing the dominant ACC program until a bad Novem- 
ber loss to Miami. And that was followed by a surprising loss to Florida 
State in the ACC championship game. That doesn’t mean they're falling 
off the Earth, but the Hokies did lose their two biggest games of the sea- 
son, and the rest of the league isn’t going away, even though talented/trou- 
bled QB Marcus Vick has. 
THE GOOD NEWS: What's wrong with being a pocket passer? 
Sean Glennon isn’t embarrassing himself or the program, so the depar- 
ture of Vick might be addition by subtraction. A deep corps of receivers, 
and oodles of candidates at running back, makes the transition easier. 
THE BAD NEWS: Virginia Tech, No. 1 in total defense in ‘05, 
loses a bevy of stars (DE Jimmy Williams and DE Darryl Tapp). Although 
new stars are at the ready — watch for sophomore CB Victor “Macho” 
Harris — this could tax all of Beamer’s extensive strategic skills. 
The program must be rebuilt around a punishing run- 
ning game until Glennon gets settled in. Virginia Tech should be 5-0 
when it goes to Boston College on Oct. 12. 


PENN STATE 


aoe ENN! 
_ Sy All the way back, or was that a one-shot deal? 


Joe Paterno rebuilt, now he has to shore up the foun- 

dation. The Lions have a combination of a new 
quarterback and an inexperienced offensive line, which seems to make 
arun at the Big Ten virtually impossible. Still, these guys are confident, 
talented at the other skill positions, super-strong at linebacker and hell- 
bent on showing that last year's 11-win season wasn’t merely an aber- 
ration. 

THE GOOD NEWS: A knee injury kept All-American LB Paul 
Posluszny from leaving early for the NFL. He’ll be anchoring the strength 
of the team this fall. On offense, running backs Tony Hunt and Austin 
Scott will have to carry the load, at least early. 

THE BAD NEWS: Former Penn State great Jack Ham said Antho- 
ny Morelli has the quickest release he has seen since Terry Bradshaw. 
Others aren't so sure about the less-mobile Morelli’s ability to replace 
Michael Robinson. 

By Sept. 24, the Lions will have traveled to Notre 
Dame and Ohio State, That’s potentially two losses before October. This 
looks like a third-place team in the Big Ten, at best. 


NEBRASKA 
eet: Huskers climb back to top of Big 12 North 


The Huskers have to be the favorites in a dimin- 
ished Big 12 North. Bill Callahan, after taking Nebras- 
ka through a sometimes-painful transition, is in his third season and 
established a hint of momentum with a thrilling bow! win over Michigan. 
Both sides of the line are developing a personality, and if that offensive 
line can keep quarterback Zac Taylor upright, the offense could evolve 
into something very good. 
THE GOOD NEWS: The running game is back, at least it was in 
the spring. Tailbacks Cody Glenn and Marlon Lucky combined for 182 
yards in the spring game. That's a good and important sign after the 
Huskers, almost unthinkably, finished last in the Big 12 in rushing. 
THE BAD NEWS: If the bevy of recruits gathered in 2004 and 2005 
don’t pan out, Nebraska is in trouble. Logic would dictate that this is the 
year the talent starts contributing. Lucky, for example, was pursued 
aggressively by USC. The teams play Sept. 16 in L.A. — bad news or 
opportunity? 
Nebraska is finally turning the corner, and this has 
the look of a nine-win team. With half the Big 12 North transitioning to 
new coaches, Nebraska is the class of the division. 
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OREGON 


Rough schedule could limit top end 
OREGOF! | pac-40 team able to score with anyone ... work to 
do on defense. The Ducks fit the conference stereo- 
type, right down to the excess of quarterbacks, with Dennis Dixon and 
Brady Leaf each having moments in the sun last season in relief of injured 
Kellen Clemens. Their competition — the edge goes to the more-athlet- 
ic Dixon — might be the most riveting Ducks discussion, but finding a 
replacement for DT Haloti Ngata is more important. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Sophomore RB Jonathan Stewart is a bud- 
ding star, helped by a line that returns intact. Between Dixon (running 
out of the spread) and Leaf (drop-back passer), the Ducks can make all 
the throws ... with the WRs to catch them. 

THE BAD NEWS: The schedule-maker has not been kind. Con- 
ference games include trips to ASU, Cal, USC and Oregon State (where 
the Ducks have lost four in a row). Non-conference games are at Fres- 
no State and vs. Oklahoma. 

( : The Ducks had their bounce-back season in 2005 
and now appear to be solidly back in the top half of the volatile (other 
than USC) conference. With a kinder schedule, Oregon would be a bit 
higher in the rankings. 


TEXAS TECH 


Air show continues in Lubbock 

The Red Raiders will have their fifth starting quar- 

terback in five years — with no definitive word 
after spring about who it would be. But coach Mike Leach ain't sweat- 
ing it. Yeah, it’s the system ... and it’s spectacular. Tech could/should 
lead the nation in passing for the fourth consecutive season; last year’s 
fantabulous numbers included 388.8 yards per game and a national- 
high 588 attempts in 12 games. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Sophomore Graham Harrell or redshirt fresh- 
man Chris Todd will saddle up the offense, and each has the proper pedi- 
gree to go nutso in this offense. The defense is no longer easy prey and 
is helped by the return of two linemen from injuries. 

THE BAD NEWS: RB Taurean Henderson did a lot of everything 
and won't be easily replaced. The secondary has holes. The non-con- 
ference schedule includes TCU and UTEP — this shapes up as a huge 
“opportunity game” for the underlings — before the Big 12 season gets 
hot and heavy. 

LL: The Red Raiders have been 18th and 20th in the past 
two AP season-ending rankings, and they seem to have found that level 
again — stuck below Texas and Oklahoma, but at least ahead of Texas 
A&M. 


i 
Vy 


dictions of a Big Ten title (but not at Lindy’s), but 
now the Hawks might be somewhat overlooked rather than overrated. 
Kirk Ferentz’s team will be typically tough up front on offense, and quar- 
terback Drew Tate probably still has some of the magic dust left over from 
2004. Chances are, lowa will be a little better than last year. And if not, 
who cares? The schedule is easier. 

THE GOOD NEWS: About that schedule ... there’s no Penn State, 
which leaves games vs. Ohio State and at Michigan as lowa’s big, scary 
monsters. If the Hawkeyes lose anywhere else, it will be an upset. 

THE BAD NEWS: Star LBs Chad Greenway and Abdul Hodge 
aren't around anymore to clean up the mess left by the defensive line. 
This season, DE Ken |webema and pals will have to help out the line- 
backers, not the other way around. 

With Ohio State camped on top, the Big Ten title isn’t 
exactly there for the taking. But who's to stop lowa from being second? 
Maybe only the Hawks themselves. 


WWLW.LINDYSSPORTS.cCoM 2006 


profantasysports.com 
presents 


"| What Can | Win? 
Grand Prize $10,000 
2nd Place $5,000 
, 3rd Place $2,000 
| 4th Place $1,000 
5th Place $500 
6th — 10th Place $250 
11th — 25th Place $150 
26th—100th Place $100 
101st- 250th Place $50 


Weekly prizes, too! 
1st Place $300 
| 2nd Place $200 
| $rd Place $100 
4th Place $75 
5th Place $50 


6th — 10th Place $25 
1ith-25th Place $20 
26th-100th Place Cool 
merchandise worth $20 each! 


Scored = 1 point 


wwwantasycup.com wwwantasycup.com www.fantasycup.com www.fantasycup.com www.fantasycup.com 


Passing Yards over 300 = 5 points 
Rushing Yards over 200=5 points Rushing Yards Under 100 = 5 point Loss = -10 points 


Hudloystiier four Fea (elie Yuauiny Cech oy Muon, 3aulan eee 
Sign WeMe Mine At WIV AMASVOLID. Com oaealll cco eleles at 888. 


Any Division t-A school nob fisted is $300.0: J’ 1-A schools are eligible to be selected as well. 
Void where frohibited. Not officially afitlated with 1 mschool. No purchase necessary. Must be 18 years of age. 
You may enter at anytime prioe to of GH September 17, 2 Grand Prize. Team values above are valid for first two weekends of the season. 
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This year, add even more excitement to the college ? | 4d * ‘} ) 
football season by being a player, not a spectator. 
In Fantasy Cup College Football 2006, you can win 
$10,000 plus bragging rights. The top 250 team owners 
win cash! There are tons of other prizes too — for a total 
of $70,000 — including 100 winners each week! 


Each season entry is $19.95 - buy 2 for $29.95 
Unlimited trades each week 
Trade token packages available are: 

1 token for $3 

6 tokens for $15 

11 tokens for $25 


How do I play? 
Select exactly 8 schools from the list below without 
exceeding your initial $10 million play budget. 
Your 8 schools will score points each week based on 
how they perform on the field. 


= PC Ss 
Passing Yards Under 150 = 5 points Win = 10 points 


' Every Sack Allowed =-1 point Every Sack = 1 point Setteg Sloat ovletelaks aoe ia 
Every Point Every Interception = -1 point Every Interception = 1 point Upset Top 25 Team = 20 points 


Beat Lesser Top 25 Team = 10 points 


fe 


So you think you know college football? = Here is your chance to prove it! © WIN $10,000! 


RATING THE TERMS I-IIS 


1. Notre Dame ...IND 6.USC........-.PAC-10 1 11.Michigan .....BigTen 2 16,Miami........ACC 21, Penn State ....Big Ten 3 


2. Ohio State... Big Ten i 12. Florida State...ACC 1, 17. TCU..........MWG 2 22. Nebraska .....Big12_3 
4. Texas ........Big12 1 _9,Cal ..........PAG-10 2 14.Georgia.......SEC 4 19. Arizona State . .PAC-10 24. Texas Tech ....Big12 4 
5. Florida .. SEC 1 15, Utah ........ MWC 1-20. Virginia Tech . ACC 25.lowa.........BigTen 4 
No. Team Conf. Conf. Rank No. Team Conf. Conf. Rank 

26. Boston College ACC 5 Second ACC go-round could be rugged ... but don’t count “em out. 73. Mashington__PAC-10_ 10 _Once-mighty Huskies have won three Pac-10 games in two years, 
27. Tulsa CUSA 1 Defending league champs back for more with 16 returning starters. TAUB USA 6 _—Figuring out who replaces QB Darrell Hackney is Job 1. 
28. Tennessee SEC 5 Volsneed the the Erik Ainge from 2004 (not 2005) to show up. T5.New Mexico MING _——5_ New O-coordinator Bob Toledo, but no more Dontrell Moore at RB. 
29, Texas A&M Big12 5 — Onthe rise, but not yet a consistent threat to Texas, Oklahoma. T6.llinois Big Ten 10__Oklahoma O-line transfer Akim Millington a key addition, 
30. Rutgers BigEast 3 Greg Schiano has officially pulled Rutgers out of its long slumber. TING State ACC 11__Unexpected draft exodus (Mario Williams, etal) hits Pack hard, 
31. UTEP CUSA 2 QB Jordan Palmer leads Mike Price's explosive offense, 78, LouisianaTech WAC 5 — Hastied for third in WAC past two seasons ... but won't this year. 
32. Purdue BigTen 5 — Easy early sked should have Boilers 4-0 heading to Notre Dame. 79. San Diego State MWC 6 Chuck Long gets a chance to reform chronic underachievers. 

33. Arkansas SEC 6 Enough of that two-year rebuilding plan; Hogs ready to feast. 80. Indiana BigTen 11 _A4-7 debut under Terry Hoeppner seen as reason for optimism. 
34, GeorgiaTech ACC 6 _Fourstraight seven-win seasons; could be more this year. 81. Miami (Ohio) __MAC 4 __WRVreturner Ryne Robinson is MAC's most exciting player, 

35, South Carolina SEC 7 Spurtier’s young team is absolutely loaded for bear ... in 2007. 82. Mississippi State SEC 11 Sylvester Croom likes “team togetherness” in his third season. 

36. Alabama SEC 8 Defense isn’t strong enough this season to win games by itself. 83. La-Lafayette Sun Belt 1 Cajuns ride strong 2005 finish to their first Sun Belt championship. 
37, UCLA PAC-10 5 Loss of offensive firepower has Bruins slipping to middle of Pac-10. 84. Connecticut Big East 6 Perhaps all those 2005 injuries will lead to great 2006 denth. 

38, Michigan State BigTen 6 — With exciting QB Drew Stanton, MSU ends two-year bow! drought. 85, Western Michigan MAC 5 — QBRyan Cubit, playing for dad Bill, gets sixth season of eligibility. 
39. Nevada WAC 1 Pack brings back 14 starters from a team that won nine games. 86. Memphis CUSA 7 _ Without DeAngelo Williams, gaining fourth straight bow! will be tough. 
40. lowa State Big12 6 Bret Meyer looks like the Big 12's best quarterback. 87. Baylor Bigi2 12 Wins over Oklahoma State, lowa State showed progress. 

41, Maryland ACC 7 Back to back losing seasons? Ralph Friedgen will correct that. 88. SMU CUSA 8 _ Ponies, 5-6 last season, aim for first winning season since 1997, 
42. Akron MAC 1 __ Defending MAC champs have league’s best 0B — Luke Getsy. 89, UNLV MWC 7 _ Big-time transfers, including QB Rocky Hinds, give new hope. 

43. Boise State WAC 2 Chris Petersen will win WAC titles, just like his predecessors. 90. Cincinnati Big East 7 — Offense not yet improved enough for Bearcats to make a move, 

44, UCF CUSA 3 _ Golden Knights went from zero to eight (victories) in one season. 91, Air Force MWC 8 —_AFAlost ground recently to rival Navy and the Mountain West, 

45. Arizona PAC-10 6 Sneaking into the postseason for first time since '98 is worthy goal, 92. Syracuse Big East 8 Orange will get more than last season's one win ... but not a lot. 
46, BYU MWC 3 Offense shows signs of the good ol' days at BYU, 93. Ohio MAC 6 _ Frank Solich’s first team was last in the MAC in passing, 

47. Souther Miss CUSA The model program for success in C-USA; will contend again. 94, Vanderbilt SEC 12 Dores squandered chance to surge with Jay Cutler at 0B. 

48, Missouri Big 12 QB Chase Daniel takes over for record-setting Brad Smith. 95. Wyoming MWC 9 Cowboys ended last season on a six-game losing streak. 

49. Houston CUSA 5 Cougars could steal C-USA title behind high-flying passing game, 96. Bowling Green MAC 7 Offense just can't be as good without 08 Omar Jacobs. 

50. Wisconsin BigTen 7 — Notenough here to be Big Ten contenders for coach Bret Bielema. 97, Duke ACC 12 Blue Devils in ACC games this decade: 3-45. 

51. Pittsburgh BigEast 4 Dave Wannstedt needs to coax a better year out of QB Tyler Palko, 98. East Carolina CUSA 9 — WRAundrae Allison is a big-play threat for coach Skip Holtz. 

52, Hawaii WAC 3 __ In Hawaii’ offense, look for Colt Brennan to lead nation in passing. 99. Army IND 3 Won four of last five games, losing only to Navy, 

53, Oklahoma State _Big12 8 Bobby Reid made big improvement in his accuracy in the spring. 100. Ball State MAC 8 Brady Hoke’s three-year record with the Cardinals: 10-24. 

54. Fresno State WAC 4 — Four-game skid to end last season — motivation or trend? 101, Marshall CUSA 10 Herd coming off 4-7 record, first losing season since 1983, 

55. Norther Illinois MAC 2 Garrett Wolfe rushed for 1,588 yards in nine games last season. 102. Central Michigan MAC 9 New QB will make it hard to repeat 5-3 record in MAC games. 

56. South Florida Big East 5 Bulls seem to be right on the edge of another bow! game. 103. Troy Sun Belt 2 Turning to JC transfer QB Omar Haugabook in new passing offense. 
57. Colorado Bigi2 9 — Dan Hawkins era might not start with a bang, but he'll get there. 104. Tulane CUSA 11 Katrina forced Tulane to play in 11 different cities last year. 

58. Toledo MAC 3 Eamed at least a share of division title in four of past five years. 105, North Texas Sun Belt 3 Jamario Thomas trying to regain form (2004 rushing NCAA champ), 
59. Oregon State PAC-10 7 — Matt Moore must cut down on interceptions for Beavers to rise. 106. Rice CUSA 12 Todd Graham comes in as new coach and puts in the Spread. 

60. Ole Miss SEC 9 — Ed Orgeron’s strong recruiting yields new OB Brent Schaeffer, 107. Arkansas State Sun Belt 4 — Changesin the backfield likely preclude back-to-back titles. 

61. Stanford PAC-10 8 Offense finally passable ... but now the defense rebuilds. 108. La.-Monroe Sun Belt 5 NCAA said “Indians” must go ... so now they're the Warhawks, 

62, Northwestern BigTen 8 — RB Tyrell Sutton will carry offense while new OB gets feet wet. 109. Utah State WAC 6 Second year in WAC should be a lot like the first one (3-8 overall). 
63. Wake Forest ACG 8 Deacons have postseason ability after three losing seasons, 110. San Jose State WAC 7 _ Dick Tomey's crew probably still a year or two away. 

64. Navy IND 2 Breaking ina new OB won't stop Mids from getting to another bowl, 111. Fla-International Sun Belt 6 — Rebuilding and difficult schedule equals another losing season. 

65. Kansas Big12 10 — Lucky Jayhawks: Oklahoma, Texas, Texas Tech leave schedule, 112. Middle Tennessee Sun Belt 7 — New coach Rick Stockstill has vast background in all offenses. 

66. Minnesota BigTen 9 — Gophers’ running game, ergo the offense, won't be as potent. 113. Kent State MAC 10 — Golden Flashes go from very young to simply young. 

67. Washington State PAC-10 9 — Cougs haveWR Jason Hill; might really miss RB Jerome Harrison. 114. Idaho WAC 8 __ Dennis Erickson will make a difference, but Vandals have far to go. 
68. Kansas State Bigi2 11 Ron Prince won't immediately have the burden of high expectations. 115, Eastern Michigan MAC 11 Eagles have gone 4-7 in each of two years under Jeff Genyk. 

69. Kentucky SEC 10 Wildcats need winning season for Rich Brooks’ job security. 116. New Mexico State WAC 9 — Hal Mumme’s schemes should begin to take hold in Year 2. 

70. North Carolina ACC 9 John Bunting carries on after a 24-36 record in five seasons, 117, Fla. Atlantic Sun Belt 8 Given more time, the Owls will be one of Sun Belt's best teams. 

71, Colorado State MWC 4 — Defense needs major improvement for Rams to challenge in MWC. 118, Buffalo MAC 12 Tough place for ex-Nebraska 0B Turner Gill's first chance as head coach. 
72. Virginia ACC 10 _ Hefty personnel losses to the NFL send Cavs reeling for a year, 119, Temple IND 4 New-coach Al Golden has only one way to go — up. 
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Terry, Howie, Jimmy... 
EDOM IET Boomer, CI ‘is and Phil) 


Viewers don’t want to know who’s going to win straight up - 
they can figure that out themselves! 

They want to know who’s going 

to beat the Las Vegas spread. 


Listen to me Terry, if YOU don’t have the inside slants and sharp 


x wep uletin betting angles you need, maybe you should subscribe to my Jim 
-& Geenmenen | Ulurley’s NETWORK BULLETIN — It's got what your audience wants: 
=a Exclusive power ratings Motivational spin 

Updates, background Schedule stresses 
= Series histories Lookaheads, letdowns 


And Howie, it all comes to focus in my weekly Picks & Previews - 
where I do matchups and analysis of all upcoming college and NFL games 


— with special emphasis on Best Bets and Upset Specials that win an 
amazing 65% (remember: these picks are made six days in advance!) 


4 Because instead of hiding behind generalities (“I like Miami on this one”) you'll be 
4 specific — not just who's going to win...But who's going to COVER....and BY HOW MUCH. 


Your ratings will go through the roof because your audience’s winnings will 
go though the roof! So get smart. Subscribe for the full season and get 22 issues of 
© the Bulletin from now to the Superbowl, mailed first class or emailed every Sunday Night. 
We even send you a midweek update! Our Early Bird rate is only $60- that’s not even 
coffee and cake! ‘a 

rial Subscription 


Hey folks, you’re invited, too! 3 issues $15 


includes 
College and NFL 
Preview issues 


2006 


also available at www.jimhurley.com Laohahoad 
All Major Credit Cards Accepted: Visa, MC, AMEX, Disc. Berri 
a Jim Hurley’s Network 366 No. Broadway, Suite 410, Jericho, NY 11753 oF Win Fi 


5 : | ; = = | 
ai Free Pre-Season Hotline Picks! 
Listen up! We know the WHOLE DRILL. Who’s going all out to win, 


i i i ill be in 
, 's only scrimmaging and how long their starters wi 
Ss ‘ rt gbskaes That’s oy we win and so can you! Build four weeks 


of bankroll FREE! 
‘LL BACK UP MY FIRST GUA 
area must win in August or get Septe’ 


eae || 


¢ 2006 Lookahead/Letdown Report’ Targets 
this season's peaks and valleys with uncanny 
accuracy. College / NFL. A $29 value. 

¢ 2006 Situational Win Finder’ Predictive 
method shows you how to evaluate schedule 

RANTEE WITH A SECOND GUARANTEE... quirks in points. Simply add/subtract for winner. 

mber - A $100 Value - ABSOLUTEL Y FREE! ae pi power ratings, conversion tables. 

i Sells at $29. While Supplies Last! 
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Illustration by Bruce MacPherson 


The Spread has branched out to every corner of the country, with the map (above) showing some of the 
new and old practitoners. Here's further details on who uses it, and how. 


@ TEXAS 


Without implementation of the read 
option, with Vince Young in the shotgun, 
the Horns wouldn't be national champs. 
@ WASHINGTON STATE 


AO 


Big-time passers — Drew Bledsoe, Ryan 
Leaf, et al. — have excelled in Mike 
Price’s one-back system that remains 
under Bill Doba. Price uses it at UTEP. 

@ WEST VIRGINIA 

This is the favorite offseason spot for 
coaches who want to study the way Rich 
Rodriguez runs the Spread. 

Q@ c AVI or 


The Bears are going to the Spread this 
season under first-year coordinator Lee 
Hays, who helped West Texas A&M lead 
Division II in passing last year. 

@ PURDUE 

Joe Tiller brought his “basketball on 
grass” from Wyoming in 1996 ... and 


there went the days of three-yards-and-a- 
cloud-of-dust in Woody and Bo’s Big Ten. 
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@ OHIO STATE 


With QB Troy Smith at the helm, the 
Buckeyes dabbled in the Spread last year 
and will do more in 2006. Vince Young 
Part II? 

@ FLORIDA 


Urban Meyer's offenses at Bowling Green 
and Utah took off in the second year of 
his Spread offense. Gator fans expect the 
same in Year 2. 


QTc 


VAC TOCLI 
PLAPAw 


Mike Leach uses his Spread offense, with 
wide splits between the linemen, in order 
to pass nearly two-thirds of the time. 

@ PENN STATE 

Joe Paterno, never too old to learn new 
tricks, added the read option Spread (and 
some talented freshmen) to his repertoire 
in the 2005 bounce-back season. 

@ OREGON 


With new Spread elements last season, the 
Ducks improved previous year’s production 
by 10 points and 60 yards per game. 


Q CAL 
There’s nothing wrong with Jeff Tedford’s 
offense, but he hired Northwestern assis- 


tant Mike Dunbar to fatten the playbook 
with the Spread. 


@ NORT 


Randy Walker got his stuff from Tulane 
in the late ’90s when Rich Rodriguez and 
Tommy Bowden were there ... and now 
Walker is one of the experts. 


aH 
June Jones’ Run-N-Shoot allowed Timmy 


Chang to recently rewrite some major 
Division I-A passing records. 


@ MICHIGAN STATE 

John L. Smith has had more than 20 
years as a head coach to hone his Spread 
attack, learning in the early 1980s at 


Idaho under Dennis Erickson, who has 
become a Vandal again. 


@ CLEMSON 
Tommy Bowden turned his Spread over 
to coordinator Rob Spence (from Toledo) 


last season and improved from 110th in 
total offense nationally to 53rd. 
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By Andrew eae 


The Spread is the most exciting new 
offense in college football. 

Well, it’s certainly exciting, unless 
you happen to be a defensive coordi- 


nator. When the Spread is run right — matches by forcing defenses to cover -— without a doubt.” 

with a nimble quarterback and a fleet the width of the field and much of its Pinpointing the Spread’s origins is 
of vapor-quick receivers — every play length. Its principles go back to the almost as difficult as figuring out how 
is a potential jailbreak. earliest option attacks. to stop it. Here’s a sampling of some 

But the Spread isn’t new. Not really. The idea behind the option was to coaches’ theories: 

If you think it is, consider the spread the defense over as much of ¢ New Mexico State’s Hal Mumme: 
words of David Nelson, the former sec- __ the field as possible, then find its “Our offense is basically the old BYU 
retary of the NCAA football rules com- most vulnerable area — the faster, the —_ offense of the ‘80s. We just tweaked it. 
mittee: “If you don't have a quarter- better. The Spread does the same We added the shotgun to it and added 
back who can run and throw, forget it. | thing, with the added threat of the the no-huddle.” © 
The defenses will lock in on the downfield pass. ‘e Washington State's 13311 DYo) oy ba 
offense like a nut and bolt. The run- “The more of the field you have to “Whoever did it, it’s a version of the 
ning and passing quarterback is the defend, the more wide-open the game triple option if they run the shovel - 
mainspring of the offense ...” becomes,” said Michigan State coach pass with it. But if they pull the 

Nelson wrote this in an essay entitled, | John L. Smith, who ran a version of guard, now you're looking at the old 
Su Walco etevaLeybelemmolat-ve-CoiK<) ato) ae colons). the Spread at Louisville, Utah State _ Nebraska belly option.” 

In 1970, and Idaho. “You get a fast guy on a ¢ Washington's Tyrone Willingham: 

Florida coach Urban Meyer, who is guy that’s not quite as fast. I think it “T would probably venture to believe 
WaCeCclaiacescclovincleOnystaemy sfoys}elccvevabilemaata forces you to defend the entire field, that it would be what nese 
Spread, was 6 years old. a a 


“The surest thing about football is 
that somewhere a coach will come up 
with a different frill, a1 2 twist, 
or a new look to give the a 
color,” Nelson wrote. 

Yeah, to give the game “ 
color” and to keep his j job by 
the football and winning a few games. 

In the first decade of the new cen- 
GnbvqiAupacoyd qubatei at-toMonccy-un-Lop cites (cd olo) (0) ¢ 
than the Spread favored by Meyer, 
Northwestern coach Randy Walker and 
a growing legion of apostles. The 
Spread has been described as “basket- 
ball on grass” because it emphasizes 
speed and skill over brute force. 

With receivers strung from sideline 
to sideline and a quarterback shovel- 


Photo by Chris Bemacchi/SportPics_ 


ing short passes like a point guard, : ae ). 
the Spread may appear to be revolu- Northwestern's offense under Randy Walker has made the Wildcats a consistent thorn in the Big ‘ _— 
tionary. But it is based on a concept Ten, especially when they had Brett Basanez at quarterback. (Photo by Chris Bernacchi/SportPics) 


that goes back decades: create mis- 
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By the end of the 2004 season, Utah 
ranked third in Division I-A scoring 
offense, averaging a staggering 45.3 
points per game. Not coincidentally, 
the Utes went 12-0 and capped their 
perfect season with a victory in the 
Fiesta Bowl, becoming the first school 
from outside the power conferences to 
crash the Bowl Championship Series. 

Smith became the No. 1 overall pick 
‘in the NFL draft. Meyer leaped to a 
rich contract at Florida, where he put 
his offense into the seemingly capable 
hands of Chris Leak. 

Gator Nation, longing for a return to 


attack favored by his much-derided 
predecessor, Ron Zook. 

Florida averaged 28.4 points in the 
regular season, 50th nationally. That 
raised an interesting question: Was the 
Spread dead? Or had it merely slowed 
down when faced with quicker, stronger 
defenses that dominate the SEC? 

The answer isn’t clear. But a number 
of skeptics, including Southern 
California coach Pete Carroll, have 
expressed doubts about the Spread. 

“People are always looking for the 
hot new deal,” Carroll said. “I don’t 
particularly like it because it takes 


Missouri quarterback Brad Smith. one of the most dangerous run-pass quarterbacks in the 
nation, was able to take advantage of the Spread last season. 


Steve Spurrier-style offensive fireworks, 
couldn't wait to see Meyer's offense 
light up the scoreboard. “His version of 
the Spread offense has ravaged foes, 
and visions of 50-point games and a 
slash-and-burn march through the SEC 
are making Gator fans giddy,” The 
Orlando Sentinel gushed in August. 

But the only thing that got slashed 
was Florida's offensive production. 
After an impressive start against over- 
matched Wyoming and Louisiana Tech, 
the Gators sputtered. The low point 
came in a 31-3 loss at Alabama. At 
times, Meyer's offense drew uncomfort- 
able comparisons to the conservative 
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away from the standard traditional 
football stuff.” 

That “stuff” is what the longtime 
powerhouses ran for years, using their 
advantages in size and depth to con- 
trol the line of scrimmage. Think of 
USC's “Student Body Right,” which 
Pac-10 rivals were powerless to stop 
even when they knew it was coming. 

The Spread is part of the move toward 
parity, and it’s no coincidence that the 
Spread flourished at places such as 
Northwestern and Utah, whose gridiron 
traditions were, to be kind, limited. 

As the Spread evolves, so will defen- 
sive coordinators’ efforts to slow it. It’s 
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like chess in chinstraps. But some of 
those efforts have bordered on ludicrous. 

Consider what happened last fall in 
a Mid-American Conference game 
between Bowling Green, which still 
runs Meyer's Spread, and Ball State. As 
the Falcons broke the huddle on first- 
and-10, they looked up and saw that 
Ball State had dropped nine defenders 
into pass coverage, leaving two men 
on the line of scrimmage. 

“We're just looking and going, ‘Holy 
smokes!” Bowling Green head coach 
LCocclerempspcctatelopempccrer-l lee 

The Falcons completed a short pass. 
Soon after, Brandon ordered quarter- 
back Omar Jacobs to “take off” any 
time he spotted a two-man front. It 
may sound like something the quarter- 
back would do in a backyard game of 
touch football. But it made sense. 

“You laugh,” Brandon said, “but 
you're going to run for 8-10 yards 
before they can even touch you.” 

A two-man front is probably not the 
secret to stopping the Spread. But even- 
tually, defensive coordinators will find a 
way to slow the scheme. And then it 
will be time for the offenses to adjust. 
Chances are theyll come up with some- 
thing that’s been used before. 

“A lot of people are spreading it and 
throwing it more and throwing it bet- 
ter,” Smith said. “It'll come around to 
the point where we line up in the 
Wishbone again pretty soon.” m 


Andrew Bagnato is a Phoenix-based 
sports writer for AP. 


Florida's Urban Meyer ‘schemed' his way to 
the top at Bowling Green and then at Utah. 
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FIGHTING meus 


“THE SPREAD’ DOESNT ALWAYS 
MEAN DEFENSES ARE TOAST 
By Michael Bradley 


Florida State linebackers coach Kevin Steele has 
only three questions to ask when it comes to stop- 
ping the Spread offense: 

Are they spreading you out to throw? 

Are they spreading you out to run? 

Are they spreading you out to throw, run, and 
option? 

With all due respect, Coach, what else is there? 

“Three different game plans,” said Steele, who was 
Baylor's head coach from 1999-2002. 

Three different headaches is more like it. 

Offensive coordinators who use some form of the 
Spread still seem to be ahead of the curve, but not 
defensive strategies. Coordinators on that side of the 
ball are evolving to where they can slow down the 
Spread or even keep it completely off balance by 
dictating — through pre- and post-snap tactics — 
the quarterback’s decisions. 

It's not time to declare victory, but there is hope. 

Defensive coaches acknowledge a few standards 
that help keep the Spread under control. 


A DELICATE BALANCE 

If the offense opens with two wides on each side 
and one back, the defense can't play too many 
games. “You've got to balance your defenders up,” 
Steele said. “You can’t overload on one side. There 
are limits to what you can do.” 

Even if you do get defensive equilibrium, there are 
still risk factors to consider. Putting four defensive 
backs — or the occasional linebacker — on the 
receivers can leave a team vulnerable up front, partic- 
ularly if it uses a pair of safeties along the back line. 

“When you have just five in the box, the other 
team has five blockers and the back, so it’s going to 
run,” Illinois defensive coordinator Vince Okruch said. 

If a defense has just one safety or nobody backing 
up, it has to expect a pass. And if a team like West 
Virginia or Northwestern is operating the Spread, the 
option comes into play. 

Versatile defenders are a must. That's why the 
emphasis has been on speed over size, on multi- 
tasking over specialists. 

When Purdue had its good defense in 2003 (the 
Boilermakers stuffed Northwestern, 34-14), it made use of 
a trio of linebackers (Landon Johnson, Niko Koutouvides 
and Gilbert Gardner) that was extremely versatile. 

“They never came off the field,” Purdue defensive 
coordinator Brock Spack said. “They could run forever, 
cover receivers and hit in the running game.” 


MASTERS OF DISGUISE 

Spread offenses try to keep defenses off-balance 
by shifting before the snap, so defenses do the same 
with “stemming” of the linemen. 

“You have to give (offenses) a pre-snap look that 


De 


Florida’s Chris Leak wasn’t brilliant in his first season in the Spread, but he was still 
one of the SEC's best quarterbacks. 


allows them to believe they have the run-pass option,” Okruch said. “Then, you 
need a way to take it away from them.” 

Once the ball is snapped, the defense has to be versatile in its execution. Steele 
said that 10 years ago, Florida State might have used “two coverages” against a 
Spread offense. Now, the defense will show many more looks, most of them subtle. 

“There are nuances,” Steele said. “We may adjust a coverage for a specific route. 
It’s not a totally new coverage. It’s an adjustment.” 

The defensive backs aren't the only ones who can confuse the quarterback. By 
slanting its front four one way or the other after the snap, the defense will 
induce a quarterback to hand off or take it himself. 

“A lot of times, you can dictate which way the (quarterback’s) read will go by the 
way you deploy your defensive linemen,” Okruch said. 

Finally, there must be the threat of the blitz. Even though some spread attacks 
invite that kind of pressure — and then burn defenses with quick throws — 
defenses must plant the idea of bringing extra pass rushers. And when they do 
blitz, the linebackers and/or defensive backs better get there. 

“Ray Lewis blitzing is a lot different than some other people blitzing,” Steele said. 


MATCH GAME 


When it’s all over, with the strategies set and the disguises deployed, defend- 
ing the Spread comes down to one-on-one matchups, the very thing the attacks 
are trying to create in the first place. Sometimes, offenses just have better athletes, 
able to turn 5-yard completions into 60-yard touchdowns. Or defenses are so talented 
that they can simply get by with vanilla schemes. 

“The first thing we ask when facing the Spread is, ‘Can we beat them one-on- 
one with the guys we have?” Spack said. “If we can't, we have to mix some fronts 
and play some games.” 

Many times, a defensive back is alone against a pass-catcher who has just 
grabbed a quick slant or hitch. Corral him, and the damage is minimal. Miss, and 
it’s possibly disastrous. Worse, the receiver might have a blocker in front of him. 

“Cornerbacks and safeties have to get off blocks,” Spack said. “They have to be 
big enough and fast enough to cover and make tackles.” 

Which, as in all things college football, goes back to recruiting. If a coaching 
staff is fortunate enough to get elite athletes — and, better yet, big elite athletes 
— do those guys play receiver or running back, or linebacker and defensive back? 

If they go to defense, they better have a good football IQ to be able to ingest 
and apply a vast amount of knowledge. 

“Take one zone blitz scheme,” Spack said. “It can be run against 10 formations, 
and there can be 10 to 15 plays run out of that formation. That’s 150 things a 
player has to know for one zone blitz. So, intelligence comes into play.” 

So does luck. Sometimes, that’s all a defense has against the Spread. m 
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Alas, BP Rig a Sallie e 
coaches are all-too common 


ES poll asking college football fans to identify the most exciting play 
from last season would produce dozens of different answers, but 
there is no doubt about the most bizarre moment of 2005. 

It occurred during a University of Southern California practice on 
Halloween, when running back LenDale White, seemingly upset about his 
diminished role in the offense, cursed out head coach Pete Carroll and 
stormed off the field, apparently quitting the team. 

As Carroll addressed the team afterward, White could be seen on the 
rooftop of a nearby building, scuffling with equipment coordinator Tino 
Dominguez. Before anybody on the field had a chance to intervene, a body 
wearing White's No. 21 jersey appeared to tumble six stories to the ground. 

But not really. White's jersey was placed on a dummy. Ha-Ha. Gotcha. 

The elaborate stunt was orchestrated by Carroll, who wanted to break up 
midseason doldrums between a blowout victory over Washington State and a 
blowout victory over Stanford. 

“The coaches were the furiest,” Carroll would say later. “They couldn't 
believe we let him go.” 

Macabre? No doubt. Over et top? Absolutely. 

Welcome to The Pete Carroll Show, starring Pete Carroll as America’s most 
defiantly authentic college football coach. 

In a profession populated by survivors of charisma-bypass surgery, Carroll 
never would allow something as insignificant as Extremely Poor Taste to pre- 
vent him from spicing up a practice. 

Of course, there are easier and more sensible ways to guide college ath- 
letes through the dog days of a long season than staging mock death leaps. 
But that’s Carroll, whose fascination with pranksmanship suggests he proba- 
bly spent more time in the dean’s office than on the dean’s list. 

“He's kind of a lil ttle kid inside a grown man,” former Trojans quarterback 
Matt Leinart one 

Noted Leinart ou don't - get that in coaches today.” 

Given his rec jans came within one play of winning their 
third straight national c chamy onship last season — you'd think college 
presidents oe parties for new coaches would use Carroll as 
the prototype. Me 

But they a ost alway ttle for the more staid candidate, somebody who 
is wary of light ts, suspicic 1s of cameras, and believes that “P.R.” ought to be 
an abbreviation for Prevention of Reporting. 

Look around. The sidelines are teeming with furtive types murmuring into 
the mouthpieces on their headsets, careful to conceal their conversations 
from lip-reading spies by wielding the playbook chart over their mouths. 
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Hey, it’s a cut-throat business; a guy's gotta do what a 
guy's gotta do. But during the spring intrasquad game? 

“Character” is the most-used word by a coach during 
any given luncheon-banquet speech, but the coach fixat- 
ed on the character issue would rather take a barefoot 
walk on hot coals (hey, Dick Tomey did that at Hawaii) 
than be known as “a character.” 

Georgia's Mark Richt is indistinguishable from Iowa's 
Kirk Ferentz, who is indistinguishable from California's 
Jeff Tedford. Gary Pinkel of Missouri simultaneously 
resembles no coach in particular and a hundred coaches 
in general. 

And there's Oklahoma's Mike Stoops. No, wait, Bob 
Stoops is at Oklahoma. Mike Stoops, his brother, is the 
coach at Arizona. If you force them to remove the visors 
with their school’s logo, Bob Stoops is as tough to tell 
from Mike Stoops as Johnny Winter is from Edgar Winter. 

A few faces in the crowd stand out. Phil Fulmer of 
Tennessee resembles an 
ex-warden. Larry Coker 
of Miami resembles an 
ex-astronaut. South 
Carolina’s Steve Spurrier 
looks like he could be 
co-leading a senior-golf 
event (The Exasperated 
Grimace Classic at Wobbly 
Pass), and North Carolina 
State’s Chuck Amato 
peers through the kind 
of sunglasses seen on 
Strawberry Alarm Clock 
album covers. 

But who are these guys? | 

Some have been around 
the block, to be sure, and 
bring genuine resumes to 
a job so glamorous it has 
tempted otherwise honor- 
able sportsmen to either 
exaggerate or invent col- 
legiate accomplishments. 

Nebraska's Bill Callahan took the Oakland Raiders to 
the Super Bowl. Pittsburgh’s Dave Wannstedt was defen- 
sive coordinator for the Dallas Cowboys’ Super Bowl 
champions. Alabama's Mike Shula is the son of Don 
Shula, whose 1972 Miami Dolphins produced the only 
perfect season of the Super Bowl era. 

But, again, who are these guys? 

When you see Lloyd Carr, do you immediately think 
Michigan? When you see Jim Tressel, do you immediately 
think Ohio State? Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, col- 
lege football’s foremost rivalry was personified by Bo 
Schembechler and Woody Hayes, driven more by repulsion 
toward their most-hated opponent than any satisfaction 
gained from winning. 

One needn't have read their lips — and lips could 
always be read before mouthpieces were attached to 
headsets — to realize the coaches from that era were of 
another time and place. 

Bear Bryant's father was a sharecropper; Barry Switzer’s 
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father was a bootlegger. If Switzer were applying for a 
head-coaching job today, he’d point out that his dad was 
“self-employed.” 

It's 2006. Send in the clones. 

New Colorado head coach Dan Hawkins, summoned 
from Boise State to replace Gary Barnett, is a refreshing 
exception. (Defending his decision to air the ball instead 
of eating the clock with a lead late in the fourth quarter, 
Hawkins once told an audience in Boise that Thomas 
Edison and Mahatma Ghandi would not have taken a 
knee, “and I sure as hell am not taking a knee.” The 
room erupted with applause.) 

Texas Tech’s Mike Leach is another free thinker who 
operates outside the box. Leach’s independent streak is 
the real deal. He never played college football, a biogra- 
phical quirk he shares with another renowned offensive 
tactician, Notre Dame's Charlie Weis. 

Weis doesn't possess Carroll's zest for the zany, but he’s 
got that same ability to 
shirk conventional wisdom. 

Last September he visited 

the home of 10-year old 

Montana Mazurkiewicz, 
suffering from an inopera- 
ble brain tumor. A pas- 
sionate Notre Dame fan, 
he asked to call a play. 
Weis gave his word that 
Notre Dame's first play in 
its next game — at 
Washington — would be 
in accordance with the 
child’s wishes. 

As it turned out, the 
Trish return team fum- 
bled, forcing quarterback 
Brady Quinn to take his 
initial snap on the 

Notre Dame 1-yard line. 

Nobody would've 

blamed Weis if he'd put 
off the request for a 
more opportune situa- 
tion, but the play was executed as planned, with Quinn 
completing a 13-yard pass on the right sideline. 

Weis knew Montana wasn’t alive to see his strategy 
converted into a first down, which made Weis’ determina- 
tion to keep his word all the more poignant. 

Charlie Weis doesn’t look the part of the typical 2006 
football coach. He's a little bit rumpled, wears a crew cut, 
leaves onlookers with the impression he'd rather diagram 
plays on a desk in the basement than strut into a 9 a.m. 
tee time at a country club. 

But in a few decades, when tailgate-party stories are 
told about the coaching characters during the early 21st 
century, Charlie Weis will be recalled in the same discus- 
sion as Pete Carroll. 

And then there will be a moment of silence, as every- 
body tries to remember at least one of the coaches who 
succeeded Bo Schembechler at Michigan and Woody 
Hayes at Ohio State. @ 


Don't worry Joe... 
with characters like these 
two, the game is safe! 


Illustration by: Bruce MacPherson 
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t is a familiar face 
in a foreign setting, 
the visage that has 
stared back at him 
from the mirror all 
of his 21 years, 
transported in his 
mind into a gallery 
where only the best 
of the best are admitted. 

When he is running 
and stretching and lifting 
and throwing, Notre 
Dame quarterback Brady 
Quinn envisions himself 
as the Heisman Trophy 
winner that many say he 
will be by the time the 
2006 college football 


season is done. 

“When I work out, when I train, I try 
to use that as motivation,” Quinn says of 
the Heisman hype that began to envelop 
him even before last season was in the books. 

“You almost become so tired of using 
that in your head and mentally talking to 
yourself, saying, ‘IF you want to be that per- 
son up there, if you want to have your face 
up there with them, this is what you need 
to do, this is how far you need to push your- 
self.” 

It is a refreshing departure from the typ- 
ical player who denies striving for college 
football’s highest individual award. 


By Avani Patel 


Then he adds, “When you go in and 
shower after you're done working out, (the 
Heisman) doesn’t even pop in your head. 
Irs done.” 

That, of course, is little more than wist- 
ful thinking. In Quinn’s world, Heisman 
talk is like oxygen, infusing the air around 
him, inhaled with every breath. Still, his 
plan to take a potential lemon (in this case, 
the endless hype) and turn it into so much 
lemonade (limitless motivation) is classical- 
ly Quinn. 

After a 9-3 finish in 2005, and with vir- 
tually their entire offensive starting lineup 
back, the Irish enter 2006 as the team Lindy’ 
projects as the top contender for the nation- 
al championship. 

Quinn is not blind to the promise the 
Irish showed last season. But he is far more 
concerned with correcting the deficiencies 
that Ohio State exposed in beating Notre 
Dame, 34-20, in the Fiesta Bowl. 

“Tt showed that it really had to be a com- 
plete team effort, and we really had to play 
at out best level in order to beat a team of 
that caliber,” Quinn said. 

“We played tough competition all year, 
but we didn’t seem to play consistently. | felt 
like, after the game, we were definitely not 
as good as anyone built us up to be. 

“Coach (Charlie) Weis talks about prepar- 
ing, raising the bar,” Quinn added. 

During the spring, Quinn did that — 
not just on the field, in the locker room and 
in the weight room, but also in the class- 
room, biting off a tough schedule in order 
to lighten the load come fall. 

“T’ve put myself in a position to gradu- 
ate early so that I will be able to focus more 
on football,” said Quinn, who has a double 
major in political science and finance. 

David Slates, Quinn's uncle who coached 
him throughout his childhood, said Quinn 
has always supplemented his considerable 
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—P_ the question Notre Dame base- 
ball coach Paul Mainieri asked 


A of his then-freshman hurler was 
always the same: “How was (football) prac- 
tice today?” 

And the answer two-sport athlete Jeff 
Samardzija offered up? Always definitive, 
recalled Mainieri: “There’s nobody on our 
team that can stop me. I know how to use 
my body, the backs are kind of small, and 
if (the ball) is near me, I’m going to catch 
it. 

So when Samardzija last year alchem- 
ized a step-in role for injured teammate 
Rhema McKnight into a consensus All- 
America campaign, “I was the least surprised 
guy on campus,” Mainieri said. “I'd see the 
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things hed do in baseball 
and I'd put two and two 
together, (and I knew) 
if they utilize this guy, 
he’s going to make an 
impact on this (football) 
team.” 

And how. 

In 2005, Samardzija, a lanky 6-5 receiv- 
er with deceptive speed, quickly became 
quarterback Brady Quinn’s favorite target, 
and he went on to set ND receiving records 
for yards (1,249) and touchdowns (15) in 
a season. 

“Obviously, Jeff and I came in togeth- 
er and initially, there was a bond and trust 
just hanging out together, both on and off 
the field,” Quinn said. 

“A lot of people don’t get to see us work- 
ing out together in practice, but there are 
times in the summer where we'd be work- 
ing out, throwing the ball together, mess- 
ing around on off days ... things like that.” 

Added Samardzija: “Hopefully next year 
we come out and do the same thing, and 


Quinn’s Favorite 


Target Excels 
at Being Both 


even better.” 

This fall, however, as the Irish 
vie to bring home a national 
championship for the first 
time in 18 years, Samardzija 
and Quinn will have to renew 
that connection without the 
benefit of their informal sum- 
mer pitch and catch sessions. 

With a fastball that con- 
sistently approaches 92 miles 
per hour, with a better breaking ball and a 
solid slider, Samardzija, a starting pitcher 
on the Notre Dame baseball team, has quick- 
ly become a hot prospect, a likely second- 
round pick expected to spend the summer 
getting his first taste of professional base- 
ball. 

Despite the absences, Irish football coach 
Charlie Weis has no doubt that Samardzi- 
ja, excused from all but six of the team’s 15 
spring practices, will be ready to go when the 
season kicks off at Georgia Tech on Sept. 2. 

“With Jeff being here so infrequently in 
the spring, you really don't have great tim- 
ing in the passing game,” Weis said. “And 
I’m not overly worried about that because 
I want him to finish out the baseball season 
strong.” 

Mainieri expects nothing less than for 
Samardzija to hit the ground running when 
football season rolls around. 

“And hopefully they're going to win a 
national championship,” Mainieri said. “The 
world is his for the taking.” 

And he’s got the hands to snatch it. 
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Quinn said. 

“T feel like in some sense maybe it’s the 
reincarnation of my grandpa, and I know 
that he’s going to take care of me.” 

Weis has done just that, spending spring 
practice of 2005 working with Quinn one- 
on-one to get the signal-caller up to speed 
on his offensive system. 

The effects of that tutoring were read- 
ily evident the following season — Quinn 
finished 2005 having set single-season Notre 
Dame records in attempts (450), comple- 
tions (292), passing yards (3,919), yards per 
game (326.6), touchdown passes (32) and 
completion percentage (64.5), all while 
throwing just seven interceptions. 

Compare that to his numbers from 2004, 
when Quinn completed just 54 percent of 


his passes, managing a so-so 17 touchdowns 


Name 
Brady Quinn 


an 


Adrian Peterson 
Marshawn Lynch 
Dwayne Jarrett 
Calvin Johnson 
Clark Harris 
Dan Mozes 
Justin Blalock 
Sam Baker 

Levi Brown 
Arron Sears 
Mason Crosby 


Dan Mozes Justin Blalock 
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and 10 interceptions. 

“As different as his numbers were his 
junior year from his sophomore year, I don't 
think that Brady was that much better. 
I think the people around him — the line, 
his wide receivers, his running backs — the 
team was better,” Slates said. 

Plus, with Willingham’s quarterbacks 
coach, Bill Diedrick, “Brady didn’t have a 
very good level of communication,” Slates 
said. 

“Quinn would tell his uncle, “(Diedrick) 
will say this and I'll do it, and then he'll say 
don’t do this.’ That leads to a lot of indeci- 
sion. Charlie has allowed him to have a lot 
of confidence in what he’s executing. There’s 
a clear message.” 

Weis expects a lot out of his quarter- 


back, something he is not averse to adver- 


OT at a =) 9 


ry d 
Dwayne Jarrett 


School 
Notre Dame 


Name 
Troy Smith 


Pos 
QB 


LE 


Oklahoma 
Cal 

USC 
Georgia Tech 
Rutgers 
West Virginia 
Texas 

USC 

Penn State 
Tennessee 
Colorado 


RB 
RB 
WR 
WR 
TE 
Cc 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
PK 


Kenny Irons 
Michael Bush 
Jeff Samardzija 
Sidney Rice 
Zach Miller 
Ryan Kalil 
Kasey Studdard 
Will Arnold 

Joe Thomas 
Jake Long 
Brandon Coutu 


IMA 


tising. 

“Here’s my feeling,” Weis said. “If 
he wins the Heisman Trophy, that prob- 
ably means we win the national cham- 
pionship.” 

It would also mean Quinn will have 
traveled quite a distance since his first col- 
lege start on Sept. 27, 2003 —a 28-10 loss 
at Purdue — to the pantheon of college foot- 
ball’s superstars. 

“Physically, I took a lot of abuse that 
game. It allowed me to kind of see myself, 
look myself in the mirror the next day, and 
say, ‘Hey, if this is what it’s going to be week 
in and week out, this is still what I want to 
do,” Quinn said. 

“T love this sport enough to keep going 
through this.” 


Avani Patel covers Notre Dame for the Chicago Tribune. 
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Calvin Johnson 


School 
Ohio State 
Auburn 
Louisville 
Notre Dame 
So. Carolina 
Arizona State 
USC 

Texas 

LSU 
Wisconsin 
Michigan 
Georgia 


Levi Brown 


Linoy's Sports ANNUALS 31 


Sam Baker 


Arron Sears Mason Crosby 
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aul Posluszny was overwhelmed by 
the attention he received during and 
after last season. 

Penn State fans had mailed him hun- 
dreds of cards and letters before the Orange 
Bowl, but not nearly as many as they sent 
in the weeks after he suffered a knee injury 
in the triple-overtime victory over Florida 
State. 

“So many fans wrote to me, saying how 
sorry they were for me and that they would 
pray for me,” Posluszny said. 

“To me, that really, really hit home. | 
mean, there are so many things to pray for. 
For them to take the time to write to me 
and pray for me, that’s one thing I'll always 
remember. That’s why I love Penn State so 
much.” 

The feeling is mutual. 

Posluszny already has earned his place 


in history at Linebacker U., pulling off the 
rare double of being an All-American and an 
Academic All-American last season as a jun- 
ior. He also won the Bednarik Award as the 
nation’s top defensive player and the Butkus 
Award as the nation’s top linebacker. 

He begins this season as Lindy’ choice 
for national Defensive Player of the Year. 

“I don’t think I’ve been around a guy or 
have coached a guy who ... whatever ‘it is, 
he’s got ‘it,’ ” defensive coordinator Tom 
Bradley said. “I have never seen a guy who 
handles himself the way he does in all situ- 
ations. He’s a remarkable person both on 
and off the field.” 

He was hurt in the fourth quarter of the 
Nittany Lions’ 26-23 win over the Semi- 
noles in the remarkable Orange Bowl game. 
As the blitzing Posluszny jumped at quarter- 
back Drew Weatherford, tailback Lorenzo 


by Rich Scarcella 


Booker went low to block him, with 
Booker’s helmet and shoulder pads 
colliding with Posluszny’s right knee. 

“I was really nervous at first 
because I could tell something was- 
nt right as soon as | hit the ground,” 
Posluszny said. “I was nervous that 
I would miss a lot of serious time. 
Thank God it wasn’t the case.” 

He suffered partial tears of the 
posterior cruciate ligament (PCL) 
and medial collateral ligament 
(MCL), but surgery was not 
required. He underwent weeks of 
rehabilitation and was kept out of 
contact drills during spring prac- 
tice as a precaution. 

“Tt was hard,” he said. “I saw the 
linebackers out there and I wanted 
to be with them. I needed to get 
some contact. I was antsy. I had to 
be smart and do what was best.” 

That seems to come naturally. 
With the gash on the bridge of his 
nose oozing blood, Posluszny became 
the face of a defense that carried 
the Nittany Lions to an 11-1 record, 
a Big Ten co-championship and the 
Orange Bowl victory. 

He’sa technician whos rarely out 
of position and an athlete who's 
capable of covering slot receivers. Legendary 
Lions linebacker Jack Ham, a Hall of Famer 
with the Pittsburgh Steelers and now radio 
analyst for Penn State games, has seen every 
game Posluszny has played in college. Ham 
said Posluszny is the best linebacker ever to 
play at Penn State. 

“He's not only a great football player, 
he’s a great, great person with great leader- 
ship,” said coach Joe Paterno. “He's one of 
the best players we've ever had.” 

This season, Posluszny can join Dennis 
Onkotz, Shane Conlan and LaVar Arring- 
ton as the Nittany Lions’ only two-time All- 
America linebackers. He also can become 
the second two-time winner of the Butkus 
Award, a trophy he’s still not sure he deserved. 

“I’m not really sure I earned the award,” 
he said. “It goes to show how well we played 
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defensively as a team and how well our sea- 
son went. We played great defensively, which 
was a huge advantage for me. 

“This year I want to repeat, but I want 
to earn it. When it’s all said and done, I want 
to say I did everything I could to earn it.” 

Posluszny considered skipping his sen- 
ior year to enter the NFL draft ... before the 
knee injury cemented his decision to return. 
He and cohorts Dan Connor and Tim Shaw 
return at linebacker, but Penn State lost its 
entire secondary and three-quarters of its 
defensive line from a unit that ranked in the 
top 20 in the nation in total defense, scor- 
ing defense, rushing defense and pass defense 
efficiency. 

“Last season made us hungrier, really, 


Quentin Moses Gaines Adams 


Name 

Quentin Moses 
Gaines Adams 
Adam Carriker 
Brandon Mebane 
Paul Posluszny 
Patrick Willis 
Rufus Alexander 
Leon Hall 
Darrelle Revis 
LaRon Landry 
B. Meriweather 
Ken DeBauche 


Rufus Alexander Leon Hall 
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because now we feel like people are going to 
be expecting things from us,” Posluszny said. 
“We finally got a taste of success. Now we 
know what that feeling is like. We want to 
do everything we can and work as hard as 
we can to keep that.” 

Working hard has never been a prob- 
lem for Posluszny, a finance major who car- 
ries a 3.67 grade-point average, and whose 
intensity has become well known in the 
weight room and on the practice field. 

While rehabilitating his knee in the off- 
season, he worked to strengthen his upper 
body and add bulk. He ate four or five meals 
a day, so his weight increased from 224 at 
the Orange Bow! to 238 in the spring. But 
his body fat dropped from 8 percent to 6.3. 


Adam Carriker Brandon Mebane 


School 
Georgia 
Clemson 
Nebraska 
Cal Jay Alford 
Penn State Vince Hall 
Ole Miss H.B. Blades 
Oklahoma 
Michigan 
Pittsburgh 


Name 
Dan Bazuin 


David Irons 


Lawrence Jackson 6-5 265 
Marcus Thomas 6-3 290 


Brandon Siler 


TERM 


“I feel great,” he said. 

“T’ve tried to eat a lot cleaner without fried 
foods or typical fast food. Grilled chicken, 
baked potato, rice . . . my eating habits are 
really simple. To me, eating is just another 
part of training.” 

He also takes practice very seriously. 
Teammates often talk about Penn State’s 
“light” practices — those with only helmets 
and shoulder pads — when Posluszny has 
plowed running backs or receivers into the 
ground. 

“We're in half-contact drills and he comes 
flying through, taking off people's heads,” said 
wide receiver Deon Butler. “He only has 
one gear and that’s full speed. I’m glad I’m 
on his team.” 
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Paul Posluszny Patrick Willis 


Ht. Wt. 
6-3 269 


School 

C. Michigan 
USC 

Florida 
Penn State 
Virginia Tech 
Pittsburgh 
Florida 
Auburn 


6-5 288 
6-0 236 
6-0 240 
6-2 235 
5-11 188 


LSU 
Miami 
Wisconsin 


Darrelle Revis 


LaRon Landry 


Daymeion Hughes 6-2 188 = Cal 


Michael Griffin 
Tom Zbikowski 
Kody Bliss 


6-0 205 
6-0 208 
5-10 177 


Brandon Meriweather 


Texas 
Notre Dame 
Auburn 


Ken DeBauche 
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TOM BRADY 


6TH ROUND PICK, #199 OVERALL, 2000/DRAFT 
2-TIME LEAGUE MVP 
3-TIME SUPER BOWL CHAMP 


AKIL!I SMITH 


1ST ROUND PICK, #3 OVERALL, 1999 DRAFT 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


QUARTERBACKS 


he flowers smelled the same and the blossoms looked like 
they do every spring in Columbus, Ohio. 

But to Ohio State quarterback Troy Smith, the environ- 
ment was positively glistening with opportunity and anticipation 
like never before. 

For the first time in his career, Smith isn’t fighting either a 
position battle or an off-field tempest of his own creation. 

Instead, he’s sailing toward a senior season as the unquestioned 
leader of the Buckeyes and what he'd like to think will become a 
replication of the fairy tale 2005 season of Vince Young and the 
Texas Longhorns. 

“Vince's story is like a dream come true,” Smith said of his 
friend, who wore No. 10 at Texas. “He battled early in his career 
and finished out on top — on the highest of highs. 

“But I wear the No. 10 jersey for Ohio State, so I’m totally 
different. This is a totally different setting than down there in 
Austin, and I approach it a different way. This is my story. This is 
my legacy that I have to leave.” 

OSU receiver Anthony Gonzalez has no doubt Smith will 
author his finish with a flourish. 

“Tl be shocked if Troy doesn’t have a fantastic senior year,” 
Gonzalez said. “He's playing so well and with so much confidence. | 
think what he'll do this season will be even better than what he’s 


Clear Blue Skies Give Smith 
Visions of Buckeye Heaven 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 


RK NAME 


Brady Quinn 

Troy § Smith 

Drew Stanton 
Chris Leak 

Brian Brot 

Sam Keller 

Chad Henne 
Drew Tate 

Pat White 
Jordan Palmer 
John Beck 

Colt Brennan 
JaMarcus Russell 
John Stocco 
Tyler Palko 

Bret Meyer 

Drew Weatherford 
Trent Edwards 
Rudy Carpenter 


0. Kyle Wright 


24. 
25. 


Not rated due to injury: Brian Johnson, Utah 


Jared Zabranksy 
Paul Smith 
Bryan Cupito 
Kevin Kolb 

Jeff Rowe 


COLLEGE 


Notre Dame 
Ohio State 
Michigan State 
Florida 
Louisville 
Arizona State 
Michigan 
lowa 


West Virginia 


UTEP 

BYU 

Hawaii 

LSU F 
Wisconsin 
Pittsburgh 
lowa State 
Florida State 
Stanford — 
Arizona. State 
Miami 

Boise State 
Tulsa 
Minnesota 
Houston 
Nevada 


Troy Smith 


done in the past — 
and what he’s already 
done has been pretty spectacular.” 

It has, not only on the field, but in light of what Smith has 
overcome. 

Ohio State labeled him an “athlete,” upon adding him as the 
last member of its 2002 recruiting class. 

That group also included Ohio's prep football record-holder for 
career passing yards in Justin Zwick. 

Zwick’s brother, Jared, had played quarterback for OSU coach 


Jim Tressel, and there was little doubt Justin would follow in that 


line once Craig Krenzel left for the NFL following the 2003 season. 

Zwick indeed won the quarterback job to start 2004, but a mid- 
season injury after three straight losses opened a spot for Smith. 

He didn’t disappoint, leading the Buckeyes to a 4-1 finish, 
including a 37-21 upset of Michigan in which Smith accounted for 
386 offensive yards — the most ever in the OSU-Michigan series. 

Smith didn’t get to play in the Alamo Bowl that followed, 
however, because his acceptance of a $500 cash payment from a 
booster before the 2004 season came to light that December. 

The resultant two-game NCAA suspension marked Smith's 
second misstep off the field. 

Asa redshirt freshman in 2003, he had been convicted of 
disorderly conduct after an incident the week of the OSU-Michigan 
game. 

Those off-field transgressions brought what Smith labels “a real 
heart-to-heart” with Tressel when he named Smith the starter after 
the Buckeyes’ 25-22 loss to Texas. 

“There's no room for any more (mistakes),” Smith recalls as the 
cautionary advice of his coach. “If you get another ... it’s done. It’s 
over.” 

Tressel instituted mandatory Tuesday film sessions for Smith 
after that, and the study paid off in another outstanding finish. 

He led OSU to nine wins in the 10 games he started, including 
seven in a row to end the season, which landed OSU No. 4 in the 
final rankings. 

Against Michigan, Smith was again at his best, rallying the 
Buckeyes from a 21-12 fourth-quarter deficit to a 25-21 win in the 
last 7:49. 

He sparked the comeback on a third-and-10 play by scrambling 
for 14 yards, and he sealed the outcome by dancing away from 
pressure to complete a pass inside the Michigan 5-yard line. 

Smith made the same sort of plays in a 34-20 rout of Notre 
Dame in the Fiesta Bowl, breaking the Fighting Irish with nifty runs 
that converted key third downs on each of OSU's five scoring drives. 

The Buckeyes’ 617-yard performance that night in Tempe was 
the most yardage ever allowed by Notre Dame, and ranks as reason 
No. 1 why many favor Ohio State to return to the Valley of the Sun 
for this season's BCS championship game. 

“This is Troy's team,” Gonzalez said. 
in the past ought to know that.” 


“Anyone who has seen us 


— Jason Steele 
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PLAYER RATING 


RUNNING BACKS 


f practice makes perfect, it’s scary how imperfectly impressive 
junior running back Adrian Peterson has been his first two 
seasons at Oklahoma. 

As good as Peterson has been with the Sooners — and he’s been 
plenty good — he could be much better. 

In 2004, Peterson was the first freshman to finish runner-up in 
Heisman Trophy balloting, rushing for 1,925 yards and 15 touch- 
downs while helping OU to the national championship game. 

In 2005, he rushed for 1,108 yards and 14 touchdowns and 
became the first running back in the program's storied history to 
rush for 3,000 yards his first two seasons. 

Imagine the possibilities had Peterson not missed two full weeks 
of practice, which included several rwo-a-day sessions, before his 
freshman season ... and not missed all of 2005 spring practice after 
undergoing shoulder surgery ... and not missed parts of four games 
last season due to a high ankle sprain and a nagging Achilles’ tendon 
strain. 

Throw into the mix the wear and tear of an astounding 559 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 
a (oj WX oye) MM =e] 
Adrian Peterson Oklahoma 
Marshawn Lynch Cal 
Kenny Irons Auburn 
Michael Bush Louisville 
Darren McFadden Arkansas 
Garrett Wolfe Northern Illinois 
Brian Leonard Rutgers 
Steve Slaton West Virginia 
Michael Hart ‘Michigan 
Kenneth Darby Alabama 
Tyrell Sutton ‘Northwestern 
Albert Young lowa 
Jamaal Charles Texas” 
Lorenzo Booker Florida State 
Yvenson Bernard Oregon State 
Darius Walker Notre Dame 
Thomas Brown Georgia 
Antonio Pittman Ohio State 
James Davis Clemson 
Arian Foster Tennessee 
Keegan Herring Arizona State 
Jamario Thomas North Texas 
Tony Hunt Penn State 
Courtney Lewis Texas A&M 
Cory Boyd South Carolina 
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Not rated due to injury: Alley Broussard, LSU; Tyrone Moss, Miami; 
Justin Vincent, LSU 


Watch Out World: Oklahoma's 
Peterson Getting ‘A Lot Better’ 


carries in his first two Adrian Peterson 


seasons, which includ- 
ed a national freshman record of 339. 

Peterson has been beat up, but not beaten down. His attitude, 
desire and commitment have been unwavering. 

“He works hard — very hard,” Sooners coach Bob Stoops said. 

Peterson packs some crazy skills into his 6-2, 218-pound frame, 
but there are flaws. 

“He's young and he’s talented, but he’s not a great player yet,” 
OU offensive coordinator Kevin Wilson said. “There's still an 
upside to where Adrian can be.” 

Wilson wants Peterson playing better without the football — 
blocking, picking up blitzes, running pass routes, better overall field 
awareness. There’s also room for improvement with the ball — 
setting up blockers, pacing runs rather than everything being an all- 
out sprint. 

“Sometimes he’s so fast, he runs into trouble,” Wilson said. 

Peterson knows: “There’s footwork, pass blocking, a lot of little 
things I catch on film I can improve at to improve me as a player.” 

In the spring, Peterson donned the “hands-off” blue jersey in 
practice. It’s the same wardrobe worn by quarterbacks, which 
prohibits teammates from making contact. 

“T’ve always made fun of the quarterbacks. Now I’ve joined the 
gang,” Peterson said. “I understand that it’s all for the best. I still 
dont like it.” 

The process helped Peterson stay thoroughly healthy while 
going through his spring paces — the first time he was uninterrupt- 
ed in offseason practice. The repetitions he gained had coaches 
smiling. 

“The more anybody sees something, the better you are at 
countering it, or working with it, or playing against it,” Stoops said. 
“The more you see something, the better you're going to be.” 

Coaches and players agree Peterson made his greatest improve- 
ment in the spring. 

“Great practice players have a chance to become great players,” 
Wilson said. “We're not trying to put Adrian down. We're just 
trying to tell him, ‘Look how good you can be.’ We've hit him with 
that hard, and quite honestly he practiced really good. He bought 
into it.” 

Wilson shakes his head at Peterson's potential. 

“Adrian's a phenomenal talent,” Wilson said. “He’s had a nice 
career. As good as he is, he still can be a lot better than what we've 
seen.” 

These are reasons why Peterson is among the favorites to win 
this year’s Heisman’ Trophy. These also are reasons why many believe 
this likely is Peterson's final season of amateur ball. 

But Peterson hasn't written off a senior season with the Sooners. 

“Anything can happen, injuries or whatever — God's will they 
wont,” Peterson said. “I could see myself being here. | ain't even 
really been thinking about that. Plus, we're playing Miami (Sept. 8, 
2007). I’m looking forward to playing Miami, too.” 

— John Rohde 
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PLASER RATINGS ,» 


RECEIVERS 


SC wide receiver Dwayne Jarrett figured his life changed 

after The Catch, but he didn’t really know until he walked 

into a Hollywood club three days after his 61-yard recep- 
tion on fourth-and-9 against Notre Dame. 

By the time he got back from South Bend, everyone knew 
Jarrett scratched his cornea and experienced double vision on the 
big play. He saw two footballs coming at him and fortunately for 
the Trojans, grabbed the right one. 

But the impact really hit the sophomore when he quietly 
strolled into a club amid celebrities like Paris Hilton, Shannen 
Doherty and Matthew Perry. Instead of being a shy, anonymous 
stargazer, he was the one being approached by them. 

“T don’t like talking about football, I change the subject,” Jarrett 
said. 


TOP WIDE RECEIVERS 


RK NAME COLLEGE 


Dwayne Jarrett d USC 

Calvin Johnson ; Georgia Tech 
Jeff Samardzija Notre Dame 
Sidney Rice South Carolina 
Jason Hill Washington State 
Jarrett Hicks Texas Tech 
Andre Caldwell Florida 
Aundrae Allison East Carolina 
Todd Blythe ; lowa State 
James Hardy s Indiana 

Steve Smith A USC 

Mario Urrutia 
Dorien Bryant 
Greg Carr 
Vincent Marshall 
Chansi Stuckey 
Joel Filani 
Dwayne Bowe 
Davone Bess 
Earl Bennett 
Dallas Baker 
Mario Manningham 
D’Juan Woods 
Paul Williams 
Courtney Taylor 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 
foto) MH el 5 
Rutgers 


Louisville 
Purdue 
Florida State 
Houston 
Clemson 
Texas Tech 
LSU 


Hawaii 
Vanderbilt 
Florida 
Michigan 
Oklahoma State 
Fresno State 
Auburn 


Clark Harris J 
Zach Miller Arizona State 
Matt Spaeth ; Minnesota 
Greg Olsen 5 Miami | 
Martin Rucker Missouri 
Jonny Harline 4 BYU 

Scott Chandler A lowa 

Joe Newton p Oregon State 
Shawn Nelson i! Southern Miss 
Dan Murray UConn 
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Not rated due to injury: Matt Herian, Nebraska 


‘Routine’ Catch Turned Jarrett 
into Another SoCal Celeb 
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Dwayne Jarrett 


“Everybody was 
asking about it. I love 
the game, but so many people and celebrities and fans came up to 
me. I guess I'd rather be known as the guy who caught the ball than 
the guy who dropped it.” 

Jarrett did a lot more than make one play to become a consen- 
sus All-American and one of three finalists for the Biletnikoff Award 
last season. He led USC with 91 receptions for 1,274 yards and 16 
touchdowns. 

“Reminiscent of Mike Williams, huh?” said Trojans defensive 
tackle Sedrick Ellis, making an appropriate comparison to the 
former USC All-American. 

Jarrett’s 29 career touchdown catches in two seasons are just one 
shy of USC’s record held by Williams, who plays for the Detroit 
Lions. 

Those gaudy numbers are least surprising to Jarrett’s teammates. 
For most of them, it just seemed like quarterback Matt Leinart 
always threw to Jarrett. 

“DJ was the guy we used to expose weaknesses,” McFoy said. “Ie 
depended on the scheme or game plan.” 

But last year is over. What does Jarrett do for an encore? He 
wont have Leinart to throw passes or tailbacks Reggie Bush or 
LenDale White to worry defenses anymore. 

Jarrett, though, said he is worried “not at all.” 

“Mark Sanchez and John David Booty are fine — they're both 
great,” he said of the new quarterbacks. “I have confidence in them. 
A lot of people had doubts when Matt replaced Carson Palmer too.” 

Maybe Jarrett sounds carefree because of his ability to get open. 
Although he doesn't possess blazing speed, his size (6-5) and jump- 
ing ability allow him to simply out-leap cornerbacks, and he has the 
body control to outmaneuver them in the air ... and the hands to 
make it all work. His other advantage is a loping stride that makes 
him dangerous once he gets going downfield. 

“It’s hard for a person to catch up,” Jarrett said. “A lot of guys 
are quick but not as fast because of my stride.” 

But to the average fan, it’s all about The Catch. Jarrett routinely 
gets congratulated for the play, even during spring practices. But 
those around USC were least impressed by his signature moment. 

Sophomore wide receiver Patrick Turner, considered by some 
the next Jarrett because he’s also 6-5, said the catch was nothing out 
of the ordinary. 

“That's every day if you come to practice,” Turner said. 

USC coach Pete Carroll went even further with his praise. 

“That was routine (for him),” Carroll said. “I always thought 
Cris Carter was the greatest catcher there ever was. Nobody has 
anything on this guy (Jarrett).” 

All the hype and praise makes Jarrett more determined to fit in 
with his teammates this season. 

“T like the role of just being a part of the team,” Jarrett said. “All 
that other stuff people say just makes me more focused to play 
harder and be a leader when I can.” 


— Scott Wolf 
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~ OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Road Grader Blalock Paves 
Way for National Champs 


or being an All-American football player on the national 
championship team, Justin Blalock doesn’t have much 
trouble going out in public in Austin. 
He isn’t exactly swarmed with autograph seekers and gladhan- 
ders, perpetually pestered by paparazzi. noticed Blalock yet. The defensive linemen of the Big 12 — not to 
You'd think he would be. mention NFL scouts everywhere — certainly give him the attention 
Blalock is, after all, the best returning player for the defending he deserves. 
national champion Texas Longhorns. But, of course, he’s also an 


Justin Blalock 


“That's just the way it is as a lineman,” said Blalock, a 6-4, 329- 
= = i “« A > ‘ 7 .& 
pound senior right tackle. “I didn’t get into this for the glory. Or 
else 'd be a quarterback.” 
The otherwise star-struck citizens of Austin might not have 


offensive tackle. 


TOP CENTERS 
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SEDATE AT OU OT 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5: 
6. 
vi 
8. 
9. 
0. 


Dan Mozes 
Ryan Kalil 
Kyle Young 
Lyle Sendlein 
Mark Fenton 
Samson Satele 
Doug Datish 
Dustin Fry 


Cedric Gagne-Marcoux 


John Sullivan 
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West Virginia 
USC 

Fresno State 
Texas 
Colorado 
Hawaii 

Ohio State 
Clemson 
Central Florida 
Notre Dame 


TOP GUARDS 


Kasey Studdard 
Will Arnold 

Tim Duckworth 
Jordan Grimes 
Mike Jones 
Josh Beekman 
Manuel Ramirez 
Roman Fry 
George Batiste 
Ben Grubbs 
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Texas 

LSU 

Auburn 

Purdue 

lowa 

Boston College 
Texas Tech 
Clemson 
Southern Miss 
Auburn 
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Justin Blalock 
Sam Baker 
Levi Brown 
Arron Sears 
Joe Thomas 
Jake Long 
Ryan Harris 
Doug Free 
Mike Otto 
Daniel Inman 
Corey Hilliard 
Barry Richardson 
Herb Taylor 
Steve Vallos 
Brian Stamper 


COLLEGE 


Texas 

USC 

Penn State 
Tennessee 
Wisconsin 
Michigan 

Notre Dame 
Northern Illinois 
Purdue 
Georgia 
Oklahoma State 
Clemson 

TCU 

Wake Forest 
Vanderbilt 


Blalock, an All-American candidate with an almost sure profes- 
sional future, was an integral part of a line that paved the way for a 
record-setting Texas offense last season. The Longhorns set school 
marks by averaging 50 points and 512 yards a game, and then 
capped it off with their stunning Rose Bowl victory over Southern 
California. 

Blalock’s coaches talk of him as a technician, a perfectionist with 
a ballerina’s obsession with footwork. His teammates laughingly call 
him, “The Dancing Bear.” 

Texas coach Mack Brown calls him something else entirely. 

“We think he can be as good as any lineman in the country this 
year,” Brown said. “He just road grades people.” 

And he’s been doing it for going on four years now. 

Blalock earned a starting job as a redshirt freshman in 2003 and 
hasn't come out of the lineup since. He has started 38 consecutive 
games at right tackle, the longest active string of any player on the 
Texas roster. 

Over the years, Blalock has come to learn a fascinating lesson 
when it comes to the art of playing offensive line. 

“Te’s not just a bunch of big uglies bumping into each other,” 
said Blalock, a two-time first-team All-Big 12 pick. 

There is a science to it, he says. 

Blalock spends ample time in the film room, studying not only 
his own tendencies but those of opposing defensive linemen. 

He describes his playing style as, “always thinking on my feet.” 

Blalock often makes it a point to know not only his own 
blocking assignments, but those of his fellow linemen. That came in 
handy over the offseason, as Blalock worked to add another line to 
his job description. 

During spring and summer drills, Blalock toggled between 
tackle and right guard, a position he hadn't played since high school. 

Texas coaches hope Blalock can at least provide some depth and 
versatility for an offensive line looking to replace two starters. 

Blalock, with an eye toward the NFL, certainly doesn’t mind 
padding his resume with work at a second position. 

“It never hurts to add to the repertoire of skills at your dispos- 
al,” Blalock said. “It can only help.” 

Not that many Texas fans will notice Blalock’s hard work. 

Fans will always talk about Vince Young's winning touchdown 
run in the Rose Bowl. But do any of them remember who leveled a 
defender for the key block on that scramble? 

It was Blalock, laying out a blitzing USC safety, springing 
Young for his run to immortality. Young became a legend. Blalock 
remains anonymous. 

Just the way he likes it. 


— Jeff McDonald 
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DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


es, it’s his turn now. 
Quentin Moses had become accustomed to waiting 
his turn. 


At Georgia, the lead Dawg on defense has been a succession of 
high-impact, high-profile guys. Players like David Pollack, Thomas 
Davis, Odell Thurman, Richard Seymour, Marcus Stroud ... 
following in a long line of big-timers. And against that kind of 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 

RK NAME ere) MM =e 
Quentin Moses Georgia 
Gaines Adams Clemson 
Adam Carriker Nebraska 
Dan Bazuin ; Central Michigan 
Lawrence Jackson 2 USC 
Tim Crowder Texas 
Larry Birdine Oklahoma 
Victor Abiamiri Notre Dame 
Mkristo Bruce Washington State 
Calvin Thibodeaux Oklahoma 
. Brian Smith Missouri 
. Quentin Groves : Auburn 

Larry McSwain . UAB 

Baraka Atkins : Miami 
. Kenny lwebema ‘ lowa 
. Anthony Spencer Purdue 


SOLOS OV COIN 


. Tommy Blake ‘ TCU 
. Chris Ellis 

. Michael Heard 
. C.J. Ah You 


Virginia Tech 
Mississippi State 
Oklahoma 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 
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Brandon Mebane ‘ Cal 

Florida 
Penn State 
Justin Harrell Tennessee 
Quinn Pitcock A Ohio State 
Sedrick Ellis g USC 

Brent Curvey lowa State 
Derek Landri Notre Dame 
Frank Okam ; Texas 
Rhema Fuller UConn 
Keilen Dykes : West Virginia 
Mitch King : lowa 

Nick Hayden Wisconsin 
Joe Anoai Georgia Tech 
Keith Jackson 2 Arkansas 
Kareem Brown z Miami 
Ramel Meekins Rutgers 
Trevor Laws 2 Notre Dame 
Glen Dorsey 2 LSU 

Ray McDonald Florida 


Marcus Thomas 
Jay Alford 


High-impact Moses Ready to 
Accept Higher Georgia Profile 
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Quentin Moses 


backdrop, Moses was 
entirely comfortable 
just doing his job. 

“T’'ve always considered myself a role player,” he said. 

OK, but now, whether he expected this kind of attention or 
not, it’s his time to become the high-profile, high-impact player. 

First-team preseason All- American, leader of an asty pack of 
Bulldogs, and one with good potential for the 2007 NEL Draft... 
Moses still is somewhat mystified by the swelling of attention. 

“Even going into last season, those ‘watch lists’ caught me off 
guard because | hadn't done anything,” he said. “Hearing all that, I 
guess it can be good and bad. | like the idea of having to prove 
something to everybody and sneaking up on people.” 

Moses paused, then added with continued bewilderment, “It 
almost feels kind of funny to have my name mentioned with the top 
people in the country. It’s different for me. I’ve never experienced 
it.” 

With Pollack garnering most of the attention, Moses did 
somewhat sneak up on people his first two seasons. He had nine 
sacks and 25 quarterback pressures his freshman and sophomore 
seasons. 

“Even when Pollack got all the attention,” said Georgia head 
coach Mark Richt, “Quentin was making his share of the plays.” 

The very bright and personable Moses made the SEC Academic 
Honor Roll. And, following Pollack’s lead, he clearly showed he 
understood the value of hard work. 

Moses worked harder than ever this past offseason. 

“I’m a competitor, man,” Moses said. “Growing up, I wanted to 
be a professional athlete. It’s a once in a lifetime opportunity. Most 
people don't even get the opportunity.” 

Moses should finally realize his dream — next year. 

Moses recalled the first time the subject of skipping his senior 
year at Georgia ever came up. He says it was almost as though he 
should look over each shoulder and ask, “Are you talking to me?” 

“A reporter asked me if 1 was going to enter the draft,” Moses 
said. “] had never even thought about it until he asked me.” 

It was a logical question. After waiting his turn behind Pollack 
and veteran Will Thompson, Moses enjoyed a breakthrough junior 
season in 2005. He led the Bulldogs with 11.5 sacks. And at 
6-foot-5, 250 pounds with a quick first step, Moses possesses the 
pass rushing skills NFL scouts find hard to come by. 

So Moses did file a request with the NFL to assess his draft 
status, more out of curiosity than anything. The projection: third or 
fourth round. 

Moses’ reply to the NFL: See you next year. 

‘I definitely don’t feel like I’m the best player I can be,” Moses 
said. 

Georgia's Sugar Bowl loss to West Virginia still eats at him. 

“I wanted to try to do the best I can for myself,” he said. “But I 
didn’t like the way the season ended, going out on a bad note. You 
never get that senior year back. | wanted to experience it.” 

— Guerry Clegg 
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Blades Cuts His Own Path: 
Success More Than Genes 


tion, Fla. It was his destiny, to be a football star for the 
Miami Hurricanes, just like his dad and just like his uncles. 
But Blades wanted something — to make his own name — that 
he could only attain if he went against the family tradition, 
That's why, on the advice of his favorite uncle, the late Al 
Blades, he looked elsewhere when choosing where to play college 


T he “U.” was all H.B. Blades ever knew as a child in Planta- 


football. 
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Patrick Willis 

H.B. Blades 
Brandon Siler 
Desmond Bishop 
Thaddeus Washington 
Corey McKeon 
Anthony Waters 
Kevin McLee 
Justin Warren 
Jarvis Jackson 
Oscar Lua 
Quinton Culberson 
Jon Abbate 

Korey Hall 

Buster Davis 

Matt Muncy 

Nick Bunting 
Kelvin Smith 

Rob Caldwell 

Ben Moffitt 


Paul Posluszny 
Rufus Alexander 
Vince Hall 
LaMarr Woodley 
Sam Olajubutu 
Earl Everett 
Keith Rivers 
Tony Taylor 

Will Herring 
Robert Killebrew 
Keyunta Dawson 
Ali Highsmith 
Brian Toal 
Juwan Simpson 
Stephen Nicholas 
Dan Connor 
Jeremy Jones 
KaMichael Hall 
Xavier Adibi 
Mike Alston 
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Ole Miss 
Pittsburgh 
Florida 

Cal 

Colorado 
Nebraska 
Clemson 
West Virginia 
Texas A&M 
Georgia 
USC 
Mississippi State 
Wake Forest 
Boise State 
Florida State 
Ohio 

Tulsa 
Syracuse 
Navy 

South Florida 
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Penn State 
Oklahoma 
Virginia Tech 
Michigan 
Arkansas 
Florida 

USC 

Georgia 
Auburn 
Texas 

Texas Tech 
LSU 

Boston College 
Alabama 
South Florida 
Penn State 
UTEP 
Georgia Tech 
Virginia Tech 
Toledo 
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H.B. Blades 


He initially 
committed to Michi- 
gan ... but he wasn’t completely comfortable with that, so he kept 
looking. He decided on the University of Pittsburgh, a good 
compromise because the Panthers played in the same conference as 
Miami (at the time). 

“(Former Florida coach) Ron Zook came and visited me when | 
was in high school and as soon as he left, my dad and uncles were 
like ‘absolutely not,” Blades said. 

“Tt was made clear if | wasn’t going to the U — and that wasn’t 
an option at first — I'd have to leave the state of Florida. Pitt was 
one of the schools I was familiar with because they did play Miami 
and I also knew I could make an impact here, I could lead this 
program to the top.” 

Blades certainly has made a name for himself at Pitt, which won 
the Big East in 2004 but suffered through a losing record last 
season. 

Blades, entering his third season as the starting middle line- 
backer, is clearly the Panthers leader on defense. He led the Big East 
with 121 tackles last season and is aiming to become the Panthers’ 
first three-time first-team All-Big East selection. 

“H.B. is going to show up to play every day; that’s just who he 
is and how he was raised,” coach Dave Wannstedt said. 

Blades’ father Bennie was an All-American defensive back for 
the Hurricanes from 1984-87. H.B. Blades’ uncle, Brian, was a 
receiver for the Hurricanes during that same era. 

Wannstedt, who coached Bennie as a defensive coordinator at 
Miami, said father and son share many traits. 

“H.B. is a lot like his dad in that he has a great feel for the 
game,” Wannstedt said. 

“He just knows where he’s supposed to be on every play. He's 
not the biggest linebacker, he’s not the fastest linebacker, but he 
makes more plays than anyone I’ve seen. It is because he’s deceptive- 
ly fast and because he’s so smart, he plays a lot faster than most guys. 
He just has a nose for the ball.” 

Blades said his father and his uncle Brian gave him a good base 
of football knowledge, but he said Al, who played for the Hurri- 
canes from 1996-2000, was his closest mentor. 

Al and H.B. shared a room while they were growing up at their 
grandparent’s house in Plantation, and Al taught H.B. how to play 
football in the backyard. They worked out together every day, and 
H.B. described Al as “a big brother,” which is why it was so difficult 
for him to handle Al’s death in a car accident in March 1993. 

H.B. carries Al’s spirit with him, as well as the family legacy, 
every time he hits the field. But he said anybody who believes he is 
merely a product of good genes doesn’t understand his work ethic, 
or the work ethic that so defines his family. 

“A lot of football players have sons that can’t play,” Blades said. 

“I’m here because I worked hard, because my family pushed me 
to be the best I can be. You can’t accomplish anything without hard 
work, without persevering, I don’t care who you are related to.” 

— Paul Zeise 
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There's a Lott of Big 


he fifth game of LSU’s 2003 season has become lost amid all 
the hoopla surrounding the Tigers’ Bowl Championship 
Series national title that year. 
Now that LaRon Landry is a senior and a Lindys Preseason All- 
American free safety, it bears reviewing. 
Landry made his starting debut in that game, providing a 
; ) g g g 
glimpse of the greatness to come: 11 tackles, a quarterback hurry 


Hits in 
LSU's Long-Lasting Landry 
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Leon Hall 
Darrelle Revis 
David Irons 
Daymeion Hughes 
John Talley 
Antoine Cason 
Marquice Cole 
Fred Bennett 
Tanard Jackson 
Malcolm Jenkins 
C.J. Wilson 

Mike Jenkins 
Tony Carter 
Alphonso Smith 
Joe Garcia 
Marcus Hamilton 
Marcus McCauley 
Mike Mickens 
Aqib Talib 

Tim Mixon 
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Michigan 
Pittsburgh 
Auburn 

Cal 

Duke 
Arizona 
Northwestern 
South Carolina 
Syracuse 
Ohio State 
Baylor 

South Florida 
Florida State 
Wake Forest 
Nevada 
Virginia 
Fresno State 
Cincinnati 
Kansas 

Cal 


TOP SAFETIES 


LaRon Landry 
Brandon Meriweather 
Michael Griffin 
Tom Zbikowski 
Eric Weddle 
Wesley Smith 
J.D. Nelson 
Reggie Nelson 
David Overstreet 
Jessie Daniels 
Sabby Piscatelli 
Eric Wicks 
Patrick Chung 
Michael Johnson 
Kenny Phillips 
J.J. Billingsley 
Jeramie Johnson 
Jamie Silva 
Roderick Rogers 
Zach Catanese 
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LSU 

Miami 

Texas 

Notre Dame 
Utah 

Memphis 
Oregon 

Florida 
Missouri 

LSU 

Oregon State 
West Virginia 
Oregon 
Arizona 

Miami 
Colorado 
Mississippi State 
Boston College 
Wisconsin 
Arizona State 


NOSIWVITILS NE 


LaRon Landry 


and a blocked field 
goal. All that went a 
long way toward helping LSU smack Mississippi State, 41-6. 

“T gave it my best,” Landry said of the effort. “I haven't left the 
field since then.” 

With good reason. Landry has become a cornerstone of the 
LSU defense, which ranked third nationally last year under first-year 
coordinator Bo Pelini. 

Landry has made 35 consecutive starts, including 33 at free 
safety, where he was moved after having started at cornerback and 
strong safety. 

Landry’s home has given him the freedom to roam in a sec- 
ondary that also features senior strong safety Jessie Daniels, who has 
25 career starts. They form a bone-jarring tandem. 

“T like being aggressive,” said the 6-2, 204-pound Landry. “I 
like going to the ball and hitting people.” 

Ir’s small wonder Landry says he patterns his style of play after 
Ronnie Lott, who exemplified those qualities during his Hall of 
Fame career with the San Francisco 49ers. 

Landry led LSU in tackles in each of his first two years, and 
became the first freshman to do so since 1990. His 69 stops last year 
tied for third. 

The decrease in his tackle statistics wasn’t so much a decline in 
production as it was a reflection of Pelini’s philosophy and a veteran 
line that has since graduated most of its members. 

The numbers notwithstanding, Landry was more valuable than 
ever. He led the team with three interceptions and was chosen first- 
team All-SEC and a second-team All-American. 

Landry, who has 241 career stops, has no intention of letting 
up, although he said he must be careful to avoid “competing with 
myself” by measuring what he does against previous accomplish- 
ments. Those include 12.5 career tackles for losses, seven sacks and 
nine interceptions. 

Landry’s devotion to improvement can be seen in his decision to 
forego an early exit to the NFL. He toyed with the idea before 
announcing his return. 

“I’m thrilled,” LSU coach Les Miles said when he learned of 
Landry’s commitment. 

“LaRon is a player that brings a great deal to our football team 
in terms of his ability on the field, but he’s also a guy who is a leader 
and someone that other players on the team look up to. This is 
certainly exciting.” 

The low-key Landry has become much more demonstrative 
since those early days when then-head coach Nick Saban and then- 
defensive coordinator Will Muschamp implored Landry to become 
more vocal in the defensive backfield. 

“LaRon is a great football player,” said Dallas Cowboys defen- 
sive end Marcus Spears, one of Landry’s former teammates. “(LSU’s 
defense) puts him in great situations to make plays, and he’s able to 
do it.” 

Again and again. 

— Dave Moormann 
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Michigan's All-Around Threat 
is Simply Poetry In Motion 


teve Breaston wasn't on the Michigan campus for long 
before his football teammates dubbed him “Special.” 
“T love Steve,” said Michigan tailback Mike Hart. “He 
can do a lot of things. He's a beast. He’s a freak.” 

And now, he’s a beastly freak who’s also healthy. 

There’s always been a “wow” factor with Breaston’s performance 
— offering the kind of thrill that belies the slender senior’s reserved 
personality — dating to his days at Woodland Hills High School in 
the Pittsburgh area. 

While at Woodland Hills, Breaston played with a superhero T- 
shirt under his uniform. Yet at Michigan, he’s hardly been indestruc- 
tible, coping with a series of nagging injuries the past two seasons. 

First it was a stress fracture in his foot. Then a broken finger. 
Then a strained hamstring. 


TOP KICKERS 
CLASS COLLEGE 


Colorado 
Georgia 
Southern Miss 
Oregon State 
Eastern Michigan 
Oregon 

lowa 

Clemson 

Wake Forest 
Virginia Tech 
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Mason Crosby 
Brandon Coutu 
Darren McCaleb 
Alexis Serna 
Andrew Wellock 
Paul Martinez 
Kyle Schlicher 
Jad Dean 

Sam Swank 
Brandon Pace 
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Wiscsonsin 
Auburn 
Michigan State 
Maryland 
Virginia Tech 
Memphis 
Syracuse 
Georgia 
Pittsburgh 
Colorado State 


Ken DeBauche 
Kody Bliss 
Brandon Fields 
Adam Podlesh 
Nic Schmitt 
Michael Gibson 
Brendan Carney 
Gordon Ely-Kelso 
Adam Graessle 

. Jimmie Kaylor 
Not rated due to injury: Daniel Sepulveda, Baylor 


TOP ALL-PURPOSE 
RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Ted Ginn Jr. Ohio State 
Steve Breaston Michigan 
Rafael Little Kentucky 
Ryne Robinson Miami (Ohio) 
Willie Foster Rutgers 
Terry Richardson Arizona State 
Derrick Williams Penn State 
Rudy Burgess Arizona State 
Terrence Nunn Nebraska 
Felix Jones Arkansas 
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At the conclusion Steve Breaston 


of practices in the 
spring, the 6-1, 182-pound Breaston declared himself as healthy as 
ever, ready to give all of his special abilities to a Michigan team 
trying to rebound from a 7-5 season. 

“Last year, we really didn’t have that much fun. But it’s a new 
season,” he said. “I want to erase the sour taste out of my mouth, 
enjoy football again.” 

Breaston speaks quietly, preferring to express his emotions on 
paper, where he pens poem upon poem, rarely about football. 

On the field, though, his creativity churns in a way that any fan 
can appreciate. Breaston is capable of instant offense, whether it be 
on kick returns, punt returns, or as a wide receiver,. 

“He can score any time he touches the ball,” Hart said. 

During 2003, his redshirt freshman year, Breaston scored via 
reception, rush and punt return. What's more, he threw a touch- 
down pass to become the first Michigan player to accomplish that 
four-way scoring feat since 1949. 

On one audacious play against Illinois in 2003, Breaston fielded 
a punt on the right sideline, froze a defender with a series of fakes, 
went left and curved to the opposite sideline before running 74 
yards for a touchdown. 

Since that year, when he set a school single-season record for 
punt return yardage, Breaston has continued to make memorable 
plays and make history. 

In the Rose Bowl against Texas at the end of the 2004 season, 
he ripped through the Longhorns for 315 all-purpose yards, break- 
ing the game’s previous standard set more than three decades earlier 
by O.J. Simpson. 

Michigan's most recent bowl game, last December against 
Nebraska, again turned into showtime. Breaston set a new Alamo 
Bowl record with 224 all-purpose yards in a tight Michigan loss. 

Although Breaston already has joined former Wisconsin Badger 
Nick Davis as the only Big Ten players to top 1,000 career yards in 
three categories — punt returns, kickoff returns and receiving — 
he’s certain to add to his legacy. 

Breaston, who owns Michigans career punt return record, is less 
than 100 yards from overtaking Anthony Carter for the kick return 
mark, But as a wide receiver, Breaston is still searching for a consis- 
tent starring role for the Wolverines, who need someone to extend 
their excellence at that position, 

For the past eight seasons, the Wolverines have featured a 
1,000-yard receiver, most recently Jason Avant. But after the now- 
graduated Avant, who caught 82 passes for 1,007 yards in 2005, the 
production dipped dramatically. Mario Manningham had 27 
catches for 433 yards, followed by Breaston with just 26 receptions 
for just 291 yards. 

Breaston knows he can do more as a senior. 

“This is my last year, my last year playing for the school,” he 
said. “It’s not a given (I'll) be playing next year, so I want to take 
advantage of the opportunity.” 

—John Heuser 
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1. OHIO STATE 


To be placed atop this category, you can’t just be 
strong at quarterback (sorry, Florida); you can't just 
have a wealth of running backs (sorry, Texas); and 
you can't simply be talented at both spots. You need 
experience (sorry, USC). 

The thing you need to do is mix a Heisman 
candidate (quarterback Troy Smith) with a back who 
rushed for 1,331 yards last season (Antonio Pittman) 
with an already-enrolled super recruit (RB Chris 
Wells) with depth at both positions ... now, you have 
the top backfield in the nation. 

Wells has power skills reminiscent of Maurice 
Clarett (without the baggage, please), but doesn’t 
have to be “the show” with the speedy Pittman 
around. 

As for Smith, he finished fourth in the nation in 
passing efficiency last season (162.7), and lacks for 
nothing to be even better. 


2. WEST VIRGINIA 


Two of the biggest discoveries of last season 
were do-it-all quarterback Patrick White and slithery 
running back Steve Slaton. This season, they could 
combine to rush for 2,500 yards (gulp, or more), lead 
the Mountaineers to the national title game, and 
generally become bigger-than-big stars. Get used to 


these twin powers; they're only sophomores. 


3. NOTRE DAME 


The Notre Dame record book will be all his, and 
QB Brady Quinn can add “legend” to his body of work 
if he takes Charlie Weis’ offense and spins it into a 
national title. RB Darius Walker isn't necessarily a 
breakaway threat, but he gets every inch out of his 
carries. When you added up all those inches, he had 
1,196 yards last season. 


4. MICHIGAN 


Hart and Henne, Take 3. Juniors who have been 
around and around the Big Ten block, RB Mike Hart 
and QB Chad Henne are each in the top 10 nationally 
at their respective positions. As a three-year starter, 
Henne can break all of Michigan's career passing 
records. Hart, slowed by injury last season, has help 
from sophomore Kevin Grady. 


5. LOUISVILLE 


Brian Brohm’s torn ACL last November is reason 
for pause ... until you see that he was sharp in the 
spring (in non-contact drills, of course) and moving 
around just fine. Double B has plenty of zip on the 


ball, a skill that supersedes whatever lack of zip he 
has on the ground. Backfield mate Michael Bush is 
250-pound, TD-scoring force. Hmmm... another 
Heisman-winning Bush? 


6. Arizona State — Sam Keller and Rudy 
Carpenter could each be national top 10 quarterbacks. 
Sophomore RB Keegan Herring will be 1,000-yard 
rusher now that he has pushed Rudy Burgess to 
receiver. 


7. LSU — Overflowing at quarterback, and Alley 


TOR 1O 


Tight ends are included in this category, which 
doesn't help USC after it lost circus-catcher 
Dominique Byrd. But the Trojans don’t need much 
help from their tight ends. Their receivers are tall, fast 
and sure-handed. 

The Trojans are trying to hit for the cycle, with a 
Heisman-winning QB in 2004, a Heisman-winning RB 
in 2005 ... and a Heisman-winning WR in 2006. OK, 
so it will be extremely hard for a pure wideout (no 
returns or dabbling on defense) to win the big prize, 
but junior Dwayne Jarrett at least has a fighting 


| 


Troy Smith’s 16 touchdown passes, with only four interceptions, 
helped make him one of the nation’s most effiicient passers. 


Broussard can be superb (although he’s coming off 
an ACL injury). 


8. lowa — Drew Tate (2,800 passing yards). Albert 
Young (1,300 rushing yards). 


9. Auburn — RB Kenny Irons is one of nation’s 
best. QB Brandon Cox is just fine. 


10. Oklahoma — Rhett Bomar has to be better, 
and his year of experience helps just enough in a 
backfield that has Adrian Peterson. 


== J = i =—_ =e mo) 
RECEIVERS 


chance before he dances off to the NFL. 

Meanwhile, Steve Smith sails along with 119 
career receptions, and sophomore Patrick Turner 
could be the next Jarrett. 

And then Pete Carroll signed five more wideouts 
of the highest pedigree in the offseason including 
Vidal Hazelton, whose protracted recruitment involved 
a doozy of a battle with Penn State. 


ET RID OBO Ka | 
Yeah, it’s a crazy offense that produces crazy 
numbers, but who are we to argue with the Big 12 
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coaches? They made Jarrett Hicks and Joel Filani 
first-team all-league choices last season, and both 
receivers are back, along with Robert Johnson. Put 
them all together and they combined for 197 
receptions, 2,853 yards and 22 touchdowns. 


SS ee a 

Andre Caldwell was giving the Gators the 
versatility it wanted in Urban Meyer's offense, 
catching passes, taking handoffs, handling reverses. 
And then he broke his leg in the third game. He’s back 
to be Mr. Everything, while Dallas Baker looked better 
than ever in the spring. Jemalle Cornelius is another 
solid starter in the spread, and Percy Harvin wasn’t 
recruited to sit his first season. 


Sa ea 

Consensus All-American Jeff Samardzija catches 
everything thrown his way, finishing last season with 
77 receptions for 1,249 yards and 15 touchdowns. He 
no longer has Maurice Stovall running on the other 
side, but the Irish get back Rhema McKnight — the 
team’s leading receiver in 2003 and 2004 — from a 
redshirt season. The Irish receiving corps should be 
even more productive and dangerous. 


This could start and end with Ted Ginn Jr., and 
that might be good enough for us. He had four TD 
receptions last season — a modest number — but 
here are the style points: Those scores were each 
from at least 46 yards. Anthony Gonzalez and others 
ready to pick up their stats after the departure of 
Santonio Holmes provide the requisite help. 


6. Texas — Junior Limas Sweed turned into a big- 
play threat, and with Billy Pittman, Quan Cosby, 
Jordan Shipley and others, UT is way OK. 


7. Michigan — Mario Manningham and Steve 
Breaston. That's upside that is way up there. 


8. Virginia Tech — No superstar, but super deep 
with David Clowney, Eddie Royal, Josh Morgan, Josh 
Hyman, Justin Harper ... 


9. Miami — Ranked on potential, with Ryan Moore 
and Lance Leggett trying to shed underachieving 
labels. TE Greg Olsen is an NFLer. 


10. Florida State — Chris Davis, De’Cody Fagg 
and the 6-6 Greg Carr (20.6 yards per catch). 


Dwayne Jarrett (left) and Steve Smith are back to do more dancing 
in the end zone for USC; Jarrett had 16 TD receptions last season. 
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OFFENSIVE LINES 


1. TEXAS 


The Longhorns have Lindy’s top-rated tackle 
(Justin Blalock) and top-rated guard (Kasey Stud- 
dard), so it’s only natural that UT has Lindy’s top- 
rated offensive line. Perhaps apologies are in order to 
Lyle Sendlein, a very fine player in his own right but 
not our top-rated center. 

Top ranking or not, these hosses will make life 
easy (well, as easy as can be expected) for the 
Longhorns’ new quarterbacks. Blalock will become 
yet another Texas offensive lineman picked high in the 
NFL draft. 


2. CLEMSON 


The Tigers return all five starters. Thanks to the 
Clemson sports information office for turning up this 
stat: The last four seasons in which the Tigers have 
had all five starting linemen returning, they are 39-9, 
including the undefeated national championship run 
of 1981. Hard to single out one guy, but if we had to, 
it would be guard Roman Fry. 


3. USC 


It is acknowledged that the personnel losses 
were significant — Winston Justice, Deuce Lutui and 
Fred Matua — but what other team (other than Texas) 
has two potential first-team All-Americans? Pac-10 
coaches couldn't agree last season whether tackle 
Sam Baker or center Ryan Kalil made the Trojans’ line 
go, and that duo is joined by talented guard Jeff 
Byers, coming off a redshirt. 


4. ARKANSAS 


No big names — other than maybe oft-injured 
tackle Zac Tubbs — but four starters return for a team 
that was the only one in the SEC to average more than 
200 yards a game and 5 yards a carry (rounding up 
from 4.96). 


5. MICHIGAN 


Can't have a list of top offensive lines without the 
Wolverines popping up somewhere. Jake Long is 
switching from right tackle to left tackle, leading a unit 
that includes two other starters and center Mark Bihl, 
who has starting experience, too. 


6. Notre Dame — Four veterans return, 
including left tackle Ryan Harris. 


7. Oregon State — Starting group returns 
intact, including Pac-10 co-freshman of the year 
Jeremy Perry, a guard. 


8. Ohio State — Plenty of experience and 
versatility, personified by senior center/tackle Doug 
Datish. 


9. West Virginia — All-American center Dan 
Mozes, second-team All-Big East guard Jeremy 
Sheffey and freshman All-American guard Ryan 
Stancheck. 


10. Auburn — Tigers’ guards — Tim Duckworth 
and Ben Grubbs — are SEC’s best combo. 
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Oklahoma’s Larry Birdine, who missed last seaso 


n due to injury, is part of the best group of defensive 


ends in the country, and they won’t have to chase Texas quarterback Vince Young anymore. 


ES EE eT 

The Sooners will be stronger up front, even after 
the loss of DT Dusty Dvoracek (18 tackles for loss) 
and especially because the linemen don’t have to 
chase Vince Young around anymore. 

Basically, OU’s line runneth over with talent, with 
end Larry Birdine coming back from a redshirt year 
(torn biceps) to join Big 12 Defensive Newcomer of 
the Year C.J. Ah You (seven sacks last season) and 
Calvin Thibodeaux (10 sacks). John Williams also 
returns from a redshirt season. 

No troubles on the interior, either. Carl Pendleton 
has been rock solid, joined this season by Cory 
Bennett, Steve Coleman and very promising redshirt 
freshman DeMarcus Granger. 


Se ST 
The Longhorns have plenty of beef but rate a tick 

behind Oklahoma, a designation the national champs 
can probably live with because, well, they're national 
champs. Three-fourths of that national championship 
line returns (all but DT Rod Wright), with DE Tim 
Crowder (20 quarterback hurries) leading the way. DT 
Frank Okam is massive in the middle. 


ESS SS ITY 
The Gators have two of the best pass rushers in 
the league in Ray McDonald and Jarvis Moss, and 
they could be something if they get healthy at the 
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same time, which hasn't happened much. Marcus 
Thomas is an All-America candidate at tackle, and 
Steven Harris is a second-season starter. 


SE ee ed 
Senior Baraka Atkins is back after considering 
the NFL draft; he has 13 career sacks, bouncing 
between end and tackle. The tentative plan is for him 
to play end opposite Bryan Pata (10 career sacks), 
with Kareem Brown replacing disappointing Orien 
Harris — likely an upgrade — on the inside. 


BSE AI 2 ASRS ICES ST ae EE LES 
Brandon Mebane had seven sacks last season, a 
high number for an interior lineman and a good 
reason why he’s Lindy’s top-rated defensive tackle. 
While he gave the Pac-10 fits, so, too, did second- 
team all-league end Nu’u Tafisi. Nearly the entire two- 


FOP 10 


1. USC 


Memo to recruits: USC does not need any more 
linebackers. 

The Trojans are perhaps as much as three-deep 
with linebackers who could start for almost anyone. 


deep returns, including 333-pound starting DT Matt 
Malele. 


6. Arkansas — The only team in the SEC that 
returns the entire front four, led by DE Jamaal 
Anderson and DT Keith Jackson. 


7. USC — Sedrick Ellis is becoming studly inside, 
and DE Lawrence Jackson has All-America potential. 


8. Ohio State — Quinn Pitcock and David 
Patterson are the only two returning starters on D; 
they're one of the best pairs around. 


9. Georgia — Quentin Moses and Charles 
Johnson ... better DE combination than Oklahoma’s? 


10. Arizona State — Banking on big contribu- 
tions from at least two of three transfers from four- 
year schools. 


Nobody's job is safe. Look for Keith Rivers to bea 
pass-rushing force off the edge, especially if the 
Trojans go to a 3-4 look on occasion. 

That look would also give Oscar Lua and Rey 
Maualuga the chance to be on the field at the same 
time instead of competing for time. Dallas Sartz 
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returns after missing most of last season because of a 
shoulder injury, reclaiming a starting spot ... but he'll 
have to keep right on earning it. 


2. PENN STATE 


Linebacker U. has the reigning Butkus Award 
winner in Paul Posluszny, but the high billing in this 
category is more than just a reflection of Poz. Junior 
Dan Connor, ticketed for stardom since before he 
arrived on campus, just might get there in his third 
season as a Starter. Senior Tim Shaw is ever-steady 
on the other side, a perfect complement to the 
playmaking Posluszny. 


3. VIRGINIA TECH 


Vince Hall, the leader of another stingy Hokies 
defense, made 112 tackles last season, with three 
sacks, two interceptions and 15 quarterback hurries. 
Xavier Adibi, a junior, can also play the pass and the 
run, and has yet to reach his full potential. 


4. CLEMSON 


Anthony Waters, the top returning tackler in the 
ACC, has great range, but not even he has as much 
speed as fellow senior Tramaine Billie. But not even 
Billie has a starting spot locked up because 
sophomore Antonio Clay is pushing him hard. Nick 
Watkins is the third returning starter in the best group 
in the ACC. 


5. CALIFORNIA 


It helps Cal that powerhouse City College of San 
Francisco is right there, and the Bears drove over a 
couple of years ago to get middle ‘backer Desmond 
Bishop, who led the team in tackles last season (89) 
and earned All-Pac-10 honors. Talented sophomores 
are beside him, and Mickey Pimentel can do plenty off 
the bench. 


6. Georgia — Three starters return, including 
Tony Taylor outside and Jarvis Jackson inside. 


y 


Keith Rivers and all his talented pals at linebacker will be ee icomelg\-m le) tg-m Br-lia l= Enariaiback 
Brady Quinn into the turf again when the teams meet in Los Angeles in late November. 
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7. Nebraska — Corey McKeon is a fiery leader, 
and competition will be fierce if everyone gets healthy 
at the same time. 


8. Florida — Brandon Siler and Earl Everett are 
excellent. After that? 


9. Texas — Robert Killebrew is nasty on the 
strongside, and high-class recruit Sergio Kindle might 
help right away. 


10. Oklahoma — Rufus Alexander is the central 
figure in a position group that is never lacking under 
Bob Stoops. 


TOP 10 DEFENSIVE BACKS 


1. MIAMI 


No strangers to turning out first-round picks, the 
Hurricanes might have packed a few such players into 
the safety position. 

It starts with free safety Brandon Meriweather, a 
Lindy’s preseason All-American who set a school 
record last season with 76 solo tackles. He finished 
with 114 overall, including 13 for loss. 

Sophomores Kenny Phillips and Anthony 
Reddick help form the best safety trio in the nation, 
and should make a heck of a nickel package. The 
cornerback position is boosted by the strong return of 
Glenn Sharpe, out for most of the past two seasons 
because of knee injuries. 


2. LSU 


Safeties LaRon Landry and Jessie Daniels have 
been key members of the secondary since the Tigers’ 
2003 championship season. Landry, Lindy’s top-rated 
safety, is shooting for three-time All-SEC honors. 
Depth is strong at those positions, and junior Chevis 
Jackson returns as a starting cornerback. 


3. ARIZONA 


Junior cornerback Antoine Cason has an NFL 
future, and coach Mike Stoops says senior strong 
safety Michael Johnson “has a chance to be a first- 
rounder.” Wilrey Fontenot, like Cason, is entering his 
third season as a starter, and is one of the best in the 
Pac-10. It’s enough to give Mike's big bro, Bob, 
secondary envy. 


lol 


4. CAL 


The Bears, like Pac-10 mate Arizona, feature one 
of the top cornerback combinations in the country in 
Daymeion Hughes and Tim Mixon. Unlike Arizona, 
however, Cal doesn’t appear to have an NFL-ready 
prospect at safety, although Thomas DeCoud at free 
safety has some major athletic skills. 


5. TENNESSEE 


The Vols bring back everyone who started the 
final six games of last season, with talent behind 
them, including safety Demetrius Morley. Cornerback 
Inky Johnson has All-SEC potential, but the team’s 
best defensive back is safety Jonathan Hefney, who 
had a team-best three interceptions last season. 


6. Oklahoma — Versatile D.J. Wolfe and Reggie 
Smith settle into their roles at cornerback. 


7. Colorado — J.J. Billingsley leads a deep group 
at safety, but corners won't be quite as strong. 


8. Auburn — Three starters, including CB David 
Irons, return ... maybe ex-safety Will Herring will 
move back from linebacker. 


9. Texas — Michael Griffin has a chance to be an 
All-American, and last year’s depth steps to the front. 


10. Utah — Combo defensive back Eric Weddle is a 
future high draft pick; safety Casey Evans is All-MWC. 
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pational 
Championship 

a= Race Won't 

be Boring 


hen Vince 
Young packed up 
his football and 


high-stepped to the 
NEL, the job of pick- 


ing a preseason No. | got 


By Anthony Gimino - 


Illustration by — fr 
Noah Kroese 


a whole lot tougher. 
Pity. 

Young’s Rose Bowl slicing 
and dicing kept USC from 
— uh, thricing, as it were 

— and it would have been 

so easy for us if he had 
just decided to stay in 
burnt orange for his 
senior season. 

But, nooooo. He 
had to be Mr. NFL 
High Draft Pick, 

leaving the college 
football world without 
one of those take-it-to- 
Vegas preseason picks. 
So, answering the 
question of “Who's 
No. 1?” is more 
problematic than it 
has been in recent 
years. 
It was so simple the 
past two years, taking 
about as long as a Reggie 
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Bush 70-yard touchdown run (OK, not 
even that long), to figure out that USC 
was going to be the preseason No. 1. It 
was only a tad bit trickier earlier in the 
decade, when logic dictated that the deep 
talent pools at Miami and Oklahoma 
were unimpeachable choices. 

This season, Lindy’ top three choices 
for the national title feature: 

*A defense that was the worst in 
school history last season. 

*A defense that has to replace nine 
starters. 

*A team with a sophomore quarter- 
back, a sophomore running back and, 
whose resume leans heavily on its “easier- 
than-yours” schedule. 

We're talking about Notre Dame, 
Ohio State, and West Virginia. 

We don’t want to eliminate Texas and 
USC out of hand, but the hardest thing 
to do is replace a championship quarter- 
back, which both teams are doing. 
They're still both candidates, considering 
they're still the best the Big 12 and Pac- 
10 have to offer. 

The SEC, meantime, is stacked. 
That’s good for the league. And bad. 
Nothing is harder than getting through 
the SEC undefeated. If anybody does, 
let's go ahead and make them No. 1, no 
matter where they start in the polls. 
(We're pretty sure Auburn fans will agree 
with us.) 

The ACC's premier teams — Florida 
State, Miami, Virginia Tech — have 
featured better teams in recent seasons. 
Check back next year. 

So, we're back where we started: 
Notre Dame, Ohio State and West 
Virginia. 

Fabulous offenses, each of them, so 
the race for the top shouldn't be boring. 

And this is all a good thing, of 
course, because while USC would have 
been chasing history this season if it had 
won the Rose Bowl, that would have 
pretty much been the entire discussion in 
college football. 

Now, dozens and dozens of teams are 
aptly in the conversation, either because 
they're pretty darn good or because 
everyone else is potentially tragically 
flawed. 


In any case, welcome to a wild season. 
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MATCHUPS 


A couple of things are 
changing, other than the addi- 
tion of another BCS game. 

Four of five BCS games, will 
be broadcast on Fox, rather 
than ABC, which will continue to 
telecast the Rose Bowl. 

And since sponsorships 
make the college football world 
go ‘round, get used to hearing 
about the Allstate (not Nokia) 
Sugar Bowl, and, perhaps more 
alarmingly, the 2008 Allstate 
BCS national championship 
game. 

Conferences with automatic 
berths are expected to get 
about $17 million this season, 
working up to $18.5 after the 
2009 regular season. A confer- 
ence with a second team in the 
BCS gets $4.5 mil added to its 
stash. 


Get thee to Glendale 


This is the first year of the BCS 
double-hosting system, with the Fiesta 
folks actually doing triple-hosting. 

They will put on the Insight Bowl, 
which moves from the Arizona Diamond- 
backs’ Chase Field to Sun Devil Stadium 
... and then the Fiesta Bowl, which moves 
from Sun Devil Stadium to the new 
Cardinals Stadium in Glendale ... and 
then the “new” stand-alone BCS national 
title game on Jan. 8, also at Cardinals 
Stadium. 

Essentially, the No. 1 and No. 2 
teams are removed from the BCS pool to 
play in the BCS national title game ... 
and chances are they'll be champions of 
two of the major conferences. That leaves 


BCS national 
championship game 
Monday, Jan. 8, 2007 

Glendale, Ariz. * Cardinals Stadium 
BCS #1 vs. BCS #2 

Lindy’s pick: Notre Dame vs. 

Ohio State 


Fiesta Bowl 

Monday, Jan. 1, 2007 

Glendale, Ariz. * Cardinals Stadium 
Big 12 champ vs. BCS at-large 
Lindy’s pick: Texas vs. California 


Rose Bowl 

Monday, Jan. 1, 2007 

Pasadena, Calif. * Rose Bowl 
Pac-10 champ vs. Big Ten champ 
Lindy’s pick: USC vs. Oklahoma 


Orange Bowl 

Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2007 

Miami * Dolphins Stadium 

ACC or Big East champ vs. BCS 
at-large 

Lindy’s pick: Florida State vs. Auburn 


Sugar Bowl 
Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2007 

New Orleans * Superdome 

SEC champ vs. BCS at-large 

Lindy’s pick: Florida vs. West Virginia 


the four big bowls to pick from four 
remaining major conference champions 
and fill their other four spots with at- 
large teams. 

The rules say that “one conference 
champion from among Conference USA, 
Mid-American, Mountain West, Sun 
Belt, and Western Athletic Conferences 
will automatically qualify to play in a 
BCS bowl if it is: (1) ranked among the 
top 12 teams in the final BCS standings; 
or (2) ranked among the top 16 teams in 
the final BCS standings and ranked 
higher than the champion of one of the 
conferences whose champion has an 
annual automatic berth in a BCS bowl.” 

Notre Dame is guaranteed an at-large 
berth if it is ranked No. 8 or better in the 
final BCS standings. 
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Comeback 
players 


Injuries, academ- 
ics, suspensions — 
typical reasons fora 
player falling into the 
“comeback” category. 

Then there’s Cal 
offensive tackle Mike Tepper. 

On June 26, 2005, he saw several 
guys in a car harassing Cal volleyball 
player Camille Leffall and not letting her 
pass. Tepper intervened, and when he and 
Leffall walked away, passing behind the 
car, the driver punched it into reverse. 

Tepper managed to push Leffall out 
of the way (she glanced off the car and 
suffered minor injuries), but he got hit in 
full, was knocked to the ground and a tire 
ran over his right leg. Then the driver, 
later caught and found to be on parole, 
went forward and crushed Tepper’s leg 
again. 

Tepper suffered severe ligament 
damage, a broken fibula and a dislocated 
tibia. Yet, 10 months later (in the spring), 
he was a first-string tackle. Now, that's 
what we call a comeback player. 

Here are 11 other comebackers (and 
then some), all of whom missed all or 
most of last season: 


Larry Birdine, DE, Oklahoma 
(biceps). His return elevates Sooners line 
to best in the nation. 


Cory Boyd, RB, South Carolina 
(suspension). Versatile as a pass-catcher, 
he’s what Steve Spurrier wants in a 
running back. 

Alley Broussard, RB, LSU (knee). 
Tigers’ leading rusher in 2004 needs to 


come back strong with Justin Vincent 
rehabbing an ACL. 


Andre Caldwell, WR, Florida (leg). He 
adds dimensions to the offense that no 
other Gator does. 


Terry Caulley, RB, UConn (knee). 
Missed most of past two years, but is 


bearing down on the school rushing 
record. 


Matt Herian, TE, Nebraska (leg). Out 
since October 2004 (broken tibia and 
fibia), he could be a terror in Huskers’ 
new passing game. 


Nate Longshore, QB, Cal (leg injury). 
Slight leader of four-man race for starter; 
Bears just need solid play at QB to be 
very dangerous. 


Rhema McKnight, WR, Notre Dame 
(knee). Now gets his shot in Charlie 
Weis’ prolific offense. 


Joe Newton, TE, Oregon State (leg). 
One of the best in the nation, he'll be a 
needed safety valve for interception-prone 
Matt Moore. 


Glenn Sharpe, CB, Miami (knees). 
Missed most of past two seasons; coach 
Larry Coker says Sharpe might be as 
good as departed Kelly Jennings. 


Zac Tubbs, OT, Arkansas (ankle). 
Mammoth senior shedding pounds in 
order to stay healthy and help lead Hogs 
out of a two-year rebuilding project. 


Honorable mention: FB Brandon 
Hancock, OG Jeff Byers, OLB Dallas 
Sartz, CB Terrell Thomas, SS Kevin 
Ellison ... all back, all potential starters 


for USC, 


Alley Broussard 


t was a sleepy offseason for coaching 

changes, with only 10 teams swap- 

ping head coaches, including just 
three BCS-level programs. 

Only one team in the last season’s 
final Top 25 — No. 15 Wisconsin — 
had a change in command, with that 
being the peaceful and planned transi- 
tion from retiring/full-time athletic 
director Barry Alvarez to former 
defensive coordinator Bret Bielema. 

Surest sign it’s been a slow news 
offseason? Idaho (!) made the biggest 
hiring splash. 

From Buffalo to the Buffaloes, to 
Golden hires to a Prince of a guy, here 
is the who, what, where and why of the 
new coaches in new places. 


Boise State 

Out: Dan Hawkins 

In: Chris Petersen 

Business as usual. Petersen 
has presided over the Broncos’ 
prolific offense as coordinator, and 
the popular coach was a no-brainer 
pick after Hawkins went to Col- 
orado. This is a pipeline position 
(see Houston Nutt, Dirk Koetter and 
Hawkins) and Petersen should 
develop into their class. 


Buffalo 

Out: Jim Hofher 

In: Turner Gill 

Some serious name recognition, 
and that’s a fine place to start for 
one of the worst teams in Division 
I-A. Gill finished fourth in the 1983 
Heisman balloting and spanned 
Tom Osborne to Bill Callahan as a 
Husker assistant. A perfect mar- 
riage: Buffalo gets attention (anda 
better offense) and Gill gets his foot 
in the door. 


Colorado 

Out: Gary Barnett 

In: Dan Hawkins 

Colorado puts the controversial 
Barnett Era in the past while landing 
a guy near the top of most AD’s lists 
in the past few years. Good deal. 
Hawkins should be plenty accept- 
able to the fan base, especially with 
his penchant for developing a 
passing game. 
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The dream job for the 36-year-old 


Prince, the one caveat being he has 
to follow a K-State legend. Good 
news is that Snyder’s best-ever-in- 
the-NCAA rebuilding job had started 
to backslide, so Prince, most recently 
Virginia’s offensive coordinator, gets 
to take over when there are only 
modest expectations. 


Score! Erickson never should 
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Dennis Erickson 


have taken a second bite of the NFL 
apple, leaving an Oregon State job he 
loved for the 49ers in 2003. Now, he’s 
back in his small-town Northwest 
roots, at a program he coached from 
1982 to 1985. It won't take the Van- 
dals long to at least become a mid- 
level WAC team (a major 
improvement, by the way). 


MTSU has lost its offensive 
groove, so in comes 46-year-old 
Stockstill, a noted recruiter who has 
his pick of glitzy playbooks. Whatever 


he lifts from his former bosses — 
Steve Spurrier, Lou Holtz, Danny 
Ford, Tommy Bowden, Ken Hatfield 
— likely will be plenty good. 


Graham had been Tulsa’s defen- 
sive coordinator for three seasons, 
but he also spent two years with Rich 
Rodriguez at West Virginia, which 
explains Rice’s new spread offense. 
That, coupled with the hiring of Major 
Applewhite as offensive coordinator, 
should help the Owls bring in talented 
QBs (Pierre Beasley was the star of 
the class). 


Long has been a hot prospect for 
a while, and he was smart to wait for 
the right opportunity to have his ticket 
punched, as the Aztecs job is consid- 
ered one with untapped potential. 
Long brings instant credibility, having 
been at Oklahoma for the past six 
seasons, including four as offensive 
coordinator. 


Golden has ties to the Northeast, 
growing up in New Jersey, starting at 
tight end at Penn State and also 
coaching with the Nittany Lions and 
Boston College. He’s young (37 in 
July) and has already been a defen- 
sive coordinator at Virginia for five 
years, so he’s a bit of a coaching whiz 
kid. But is he half-crazy to take this 
reconstruction job? 


Bielema, not by much over new- 
bies Ron Prince and Al Golden, is the 
youngest coach in Division I-A, 
having turned 36 in January. As the 
Badgers’ defensive coordinator, he 
was hand-picked to replace Alvarez 
before last season. Passionate and 
energetic, Bielema will tweak but 
won't have to stray too far from the 
blueprint. 
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Assistant 
Coaching 
Carousel 


ust have been great fun to see 
Ed Orgeron and Art Kehoe 
careening around the Missis- 


sippi practice fields in the spring. 

The Rebels’ head coach, who last 
year tore off his shirt and challenged his 
players to a fight, is renowned for his — 
uh, enthusiasm. Kehoe is only slightly 
less manic. 

“Tr’s on,” Orgeron says with a deep 
laugh. “It’s just like the old days. I love 
ite 

Orgeron brought Kehoe aboard in 
January to coach the Rebel offensive 
line, also bringing in Dan Werner to 
run the offense. Both had been fired by 
Miami coach Larry Coker in a post- 
Peach Bowl purge. 

“(Hiring them) was a no-brainer,” 
Orgeron said. “It was like recruiting 
blue-chip players. You just go get ’em.” 

They were part of a flurry of high- 
profile moves in the assistant coaching 
ranks that, in some cases, were more 
intriguing than the head coaching 
hirings. 

Besides the Miami shakeup: 


e David Cutcliffe returned to 
Tennessee to handle the wobbly Vols 
offense. 

® Ousted Vols coordinator Randy 
Sanders ended up at Kentucky. 

@ Nick Holt, resigning as Idaho 
head coach to go to the NEL, instead 
took a detour to USC as defensive 
coordinator. 

@ Former Wyoming and Houston 
head coach Dana Dimel was hired at 
Arizona, rejoining Mike Stoops; they 
were on Bill Snyder's staff together at 
K-State. 

@ Arkansas hired offensive coordi- 
nator Gus Malzahn from the high 
school ranks, where he coached top QB 
recruit (and, ahem, Razorbacks signee) 
Mitch Mustain. 

© Former UCLA head coach Bob 
Toledo was hired by his former assis- 


David Cutcliffe 
tant, Rocky Long, to be offensive 
coordinator at New Mexico. 

® Cal nabbed Mike Dunbar from 
Northwestern to introduce the Spread 
offense. 

© Former Western Michigan head 
coach (and longtime defensive guru at 
Texas, Florida, North Carolina, etc.) 
Gary Darnell landed as defensive 
coordinator at Texas A&M, where he 
will make $285,000 ... which is not 
uncommon for top assistants these days, 
illustrating just how important these 
guys are. 

Cutcliffe’s return to Knoxville, 
where he spent 17 years, is perfectly 
timed. The man who tutored Peyton 
Manning is entrusted to bring order to 
an offense that has sagged more each 
season since Cutcliffe’s departure in 
1998. 

Tennessee almost didn’t get Cut- 
cliffe back. If he hadn't undergone triple 
bypass surgery last spring, he would be 
entering his second season as quarter- 
backs coach at Notre Dame. 

“We had a special staff there, and I 
was there long enough to bond with 
them,” he said. 

He discovered it was easy to recon- 
nect in Knoxville, particularly since he 
better understands head coach Phillip 
Fulmer after having directed his own 
program. 

“T know who the final decision- 
maker is,” Cutcliffe said. “I understand 
the chain of command, but Phillip will 
listen to you.” 

Especially if you get the offense 


back k. 
ee — Michael Bradley 
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From football and baseball stars to anyone who 
wants to get back in the game, MHR has helped 
thousands re-grow their own hair naturally and 
permanently. MHR is a world leader in micro- 
surgical hair transplantation with more doctors 
that are board certified than any other practice. 


Call for a FREE DVD package, 
877-399-HAIR! 
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Here are five true freshmen who should 
impact the national title chase. And it sure 
helps that three of them went through 
spring ball. 


== 


Percy Harvin 
Percy Harvin, WR, Florida 


Nation’s No. 1 recruit arrives just in time 
for offense to take flight. 


Stafon Johnson, RB, USC 
The Trojans have a stable of new backs com- 
ing in; he’s considered the (slightly) best bet. 


Myron Rolle, SS, Florida State 
Had 64-yard interception return for a touch- 
down in FSU’s spring game. 


Jevan Snead, QB, Texas 

He'll play ... can he take control of the posi- 
tion from Colt McCoy? 

Chris Wells, RB, Ohio State 


A deep backfield, but he showed what he 
could do in the spring when Antonio Pittman 
was sidelined. 


Five 
impact 
major- 
college 
transfers 


Pat Carter, WR, Louisville (from 
Georgia Tech). He's 6-3, has speed to 


burn, and the coaches can put him at 
quarterback for an athletic change-up. 


BenJarvus Green-Ellis, RB, Ole 
Miss (from Indiana). Walks right into 
a starting job and gives the Rebels the 
power back they need. 


Rocky Hinds, QB, UNLV (from 
USC). Has accumulated some rust, but 
he'll get a chance to be Rebs’ starter 
sooner rather than later. 


Loren Howard, DE, Arizona State 
(from Northwestern). If he doesn’t 
fortify ASU’s line, then maybe DT 
Michael Marquardt (from BYU) or 
Tranell Morant (Florida) will. 


Akieem Jolla, WR, New Mexico 
State (from Miami). NCAA says he 
doesn’t have to sit a year because he’s 
moving to be closer to his mother, 
displaced by Hurricane Katrina. 


Five impact 
JC transfers 


Jasper Brinkley, LB, South Caroli- 
na. Hitting so hard in spring, Steve 
Spurrier had to tell him to calm down. 


Larry Grant, LB, Ohio State. QB 
Troy Smith noted in spring that Grant 
has a “linebacker’s attitude I think we're 
going to need.” 


Louis Holmes, DE, Arizona. Pete 
Carroll kept calling and calling, but 
Holmes stuck with Mike Stoops and 
crew. 

Brent Schaeffer, QB, Ole Miss. 
Former Tennessee starter gets keys to the 
offense, no questions asked. 

Brandon Walker, OL, Oklahoma. 
Opportunity available when he arrives in 
the fall, with three years of eligibility left. 


Five must-see 
non-conference games 


1. Notre Dame at USC, Nov. 25 — Unlike last year in South Bend, the 
Trojans will have the grass cut low for a super-fast track. 


2. Ohio State at Texas, Sept. 9 — The spirit of Vince Young returns to 


Austin ... in Ohio State QB Troy Smith. 


3. Nebraska at USC, Sept. 16 — First meeting in 36 years gives Huskers 


chance to be relevant again. 


4. Penn State at Notre Dame, Sept. 9 — We would have really liked to 


have seen this one last season. 


5. California at Tennessee, Sept. 2 — Imagine the grumbling if the Vols 


lose their opener after a 5-6 season. 


Five must-see 
conference games 


1. Oklahoma vs. Texas (in Dallas), Oct. 7 — 40,000 fans wearing orange 
2005 national championship shirts; 40,000 fans wearing red 2000 national champi- 


onship shirts. 


2. Florida at Auburn, Oct. 14 — If our crystal ball is right, this will be the 


preview of the SEC Championship Game. 


3. West Virginia at Louisville, Nov. 2 — Thursday night matchup sure 


looks like it will be for Big East’s BCS bid. 


4. Michigan at Ohio State, Nov. 18 — Jim Tressel has won four of five vs. 
Big Blue ... this one could be to get into national title game. 


5. South Carolina at Florida, Nov. 11 — Sorry, just can’t resist the whole 


Spurrier returns to The Swamp angle. 
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a At Jim Hurley’s Network... 
p,. We don’t change,your luck” 


ay 


Jim Hurley 

Founder & President - Jim Hurley's Network 
Hi. ’'m Jim Hurley, founder and 
President of Jim Hurley’s 
Network. For twenty-one years 
my nationwide team of football 
stringers have been delivering 
reliable football information 
that has turned up-and-down 
losers into steady winners. 


With spies embedded all over football 
and Vegas, our info goes deeper than a 
website. Fresher than a press handout. 
We don’t stop at giveaways/takeaways 
or yards per carry. We zero in on 
positional edge, mental readiness, 
quality points. It’s how we spot off- 
lines and turn them into money. 


a Dee 
This is Why our ATM games (All The 
Money) lived up to their name last year. 


S17 Mich St (+6) NotreDame 44-44 
$19 Redskins (+6) Cowboys 14-13 

Redskins / Cowboys +351, 14-13 
022 Kentucky (+10) Ole Miss 7-13 
029 Oklahoma (-2) Nebraska 31-24 
N19 Oklahoma (+7¥) Tex Tech 21-23 


D3 Georgia (+11) LSU 34-14 
D17 Patriots (-6) Bucs 28-0 
Di8 Chargers (+7 ¥,) Colts 26-17 
J2 Alabama (+3 ') Tex Tech 13-10 
J8 Panthers (+3) Giants 23-0 


Since '85, we have won virtually every 
year. Some decent, some really good, 
and some so glorious they belong in 
the time capsule. And that’s what I 
want to talk to you about now. 


ean of Las Vegas 
at te guy because he 
im because his 


legendary 
u swear att 
wear BY hi 


Jimmy Vaccaro, 
linesmakers, SAYS: Yo 
beats you. Then you s 
numbers are SO good. 


nual says: “Jim Hurley Bt 
“ pry heparan produce right results. 


Athlo f 
living proof that rig! 


We change youflie! « 


- 


; 
“Nobody ever % 
made me the profit 
you did.” 


D. Kramer, Germantown, MD 


Last year's clients who took my advice cleared 56 betting units. $100 bettors netted $5,000. $500 
bettors made $25,000! You can do the same. Play my top best bets Saturday and Sunday plus 
Monday nights for the full season — make All The Money possible. And by signing up at 
the Early Bird rate of $175 - you save 50% off the regular season fee of $350. 


e MY PRE-SEASON THAT BUILDS BANKROLL! We step IN where others 
step back because we know the clubs and their game plan! 


e MY PRE-SEASON GAME OF THE YEAR- (won last Aug 26th with Bears 
(+3) over Bills, 16-12 

e MY SEPTEMBER GAME OF THE YEAR- my biggest play of all. Won in ‘05 
with Michigan State (+5) over Notre Dame 44-41. PLUS October, November 
and December Games of the Year, too 


¢ COLLEGE BOWLS AND NFL PLAYOFFS included! 


e A SEASON SUBSCRIPTION (20 issues) TO MY NETWORK 
BULLETIN NEWSLETTER. Updated power ratings, picks on 
all college /NFL games. Best Bets, Upset Specials. Plus mid- 


week update - by mail, email or on line. A $99 value. | 
i - 2006 2 
° 2006 LOOKAHEAD/LETDOWN REPORT. ‘argets this Lookaheggy 
season's peaks and valleys with uncanny accuracy. Letdown 


: Saat 
College/NFL. A $29 value. woite suppties tast oo 2 
> ne 


¢ 2006 SITUATIONAL WIN FINDER. Predictive method Ay gy ational 
shows you how to evaluate schedule quirks in points. = ™ dm onder 
Simply add/subtract for the winner. Comes with power ratings, ) 
conversion tables. Sells at $29. waite suppties tastt Mee WY 


Raiders vs Eagles — August 6th at Canton Ohio. Join the hundreds of players who MADE 
THEIR MOVE and have been earning solid second incomes ever since! 


Change your life. Call and get listed... 


All major credit cards accepted AMEX ¢ VISA e MC ¢ DISCOVER 
Sign up online at www.jimhurley.com 


Send check or money order to: 
Jim Hurley’s Network ¢ 366 N Broadway Suite 410 ¢ Jericho NY 11753 


Got a few 
seconds? 


The average length of a regular- 
season college football game in 2005 was 
3 hours, 21 minutes — two minutes 
more than the previous season. 

Most of that can be attributed to the 
use of instant replay, but with or without 
the reviews, the length of a college game 
has become increasingly bloated by more 
passing — which leads to more clock- 
stopping incompletions and first downs. 

So, there are a few new rules this 
season designed to shave seconds here 
and there and get you back into the 
postgame traffic jam a wee bit earlier. 


¥% On a change of possession, the 
clock will start when the ball is ready to 
play. 


vex The clock will start on the 
kickoff (or as we prefer to say, when toe 
meets leather) rather than when the 
returning team touches the ball. 


%e%& The kicking tee was shortened to 
one inch, curtailing distance on kickoff 
and presumably reducing touchbacks. 


One little Indian 


The Louisiana-Monroe Indians, one 
of 18 NCAA schools who were identified 
last summer as having nicknames, 
mascots or logos “hostile or abusive” to 
American Indians, have made a change. 

La.-Monroe is now the Warhawks. 

The nickname harkens to the area’s 
aviation history, with northeast Louisiana 
General Claire Chennault piloting the 
Curtiss P-40 Warhawk during World 
War Il. That, and there are hawks native 
to the region. 

Among Division I-A football schools, 
the Florida State Seminoles, the Central 
Michigan Chippewas and the Utah Utes 
were allowed by the NCAA to keep their 
nicknames after the schools received 
tribal approval. 

That leaves only one I-A school still 
using Indians ... for now. 

Arkansas State. 
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After spending years telling us 
that a college football playoff is 
infeasible, partly due to the added 
stress it would put on student- 
athletes, Division I-A presidents 
and athletic directors enthusiasti- 
cally approved a 12th regular- 
season game. 

The 12-game season was 
tried in 2002 and 2003, and the 
genie was out of the bottle. We 
were told the 12-game season 
would resume intermittently, as 
the calendar deemed, beginning 
again in 2008. 

Here we are in 2006 ... and 
this thing is permanent. 

Bottom line: There is money to 
be made. 

So, how are various schools 
and leagues handling the new 
opportunity? 

Some are going straight for 
the fatted calf by inviting Division 
I-AA victims to town, awarding 
them a nice payday ($350- 
500,000) and a loss. Smaller 
schools call these “body bag 
games’ while hoping the big 
check doesn’t come with a corre- 
sponding spate of injuries. 

For the I-A hosts, paying off a 
I-AA team is sometimes half as 
expensive as sharing the gate 
with a I-A team. So, there is a 
straight profit motivation. And the 
BCS school never needs to agree 
to a return game at a lower- 
division opponent, so the matchup 
is a clean one-and-done. 

A survey of the 65 BCS con- 
ference schools reveals that 47 of 
them (72.3 percent) will be play- 
ing a |-AA team this year, with the 
Big 12 (11 of 12) the most egre- 
gious offender. 


Let’s play 
a dozen 


“A lot of schools were left 
scrambling to find games,” says 
Colorado assistant athletic direc- 
tor David Plati, who serves on the 
school’s scheduling committee. 

The Buffs will play Montana 
State on Sept. 2, the first (and 
only, according to Plati) time they 
will meet a I-AA foe. 

Colorado has added a home- 
and-home with Georgia that 
begins this season and plans to 
play a strong intersectional foe 
each season, thanks in part to the 
flexibility provided by the 12th 
game and with the hope of attract- 
ing some extra TV money in the 
process. CU also meets Colorado 
State each year in a heated rivalry 
game. 

Its other two non-conference 
games won't be as difficult, in 
large part because the school 
doesn’t want to disqualify itself 
from BCS championship con- 
tention. 

“We have to see what every- 
body else is doing,” Plati said. 
“We don’t want to jeopardize the 
program by playing four tough 
non-conference games.” 

The Pac-10 is using the longer 
season to add a ninth league 
game to the schedule, creating a 
full round-robin. 

“We didn’t want Team A to win 
the league championship because 
it missed Team B on the sched- 
ule,” said Pac-10 associate com- 
missioner Jim Muldoon. That 
never happened in the 28 years 
since it expanded to 10 teams, 
but he allows that “it was just 
dumb luck.” 


— Michael Bradley 
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Here is our annual look at the draft-eligible college players who 
have the most to look forward to from the 2007 NFL draft. With a 
little guidance from the folks over at NFLdraftscout.com, we took 
the seniors with the biggest NFL upside, sprinkled in 10 hot juniors 
... and came up with a nifty 50. Which teams had the most players 
on the list? Notre Dame, USC and Michigan, with four. 


NO. PLAYER 
1. Brady Quinn 
. Adrian Peterson* 

3. Quentin Moses 
4. Calvin Johnson* 
5. Joe Thomas 

6. Gaines Adams 

7. Drew Stanton 

8. Paul Posluszny 
9. Marshawn Lynch* 
10. Michael Bush 
11. Ted Ginn Jr.* 

12. Brian Brohm* 
13. Baraka Atkins 
14. Justin Blalock 
15. Dwayne Jarrett* 
16. Quinn Pitcock 
17. H.B. Blades 

18. Tim Crowder 

19. Kenny Irons 
20. LaMarr Woodley 
21. Leon Hall 


4\ 


From Football to Yoga and everything in between. 
the book on low prices. Log on to www.BAMM.com to shop online or find the 
store nearest you, or call 1.800.201.3550. 


TEAM 
Notre Dame 
Oklahoma 
Georgia 
Georgia Tech 
Wisconsin 
Clemson 
Michigan State 
Penn State 
California 
Louisville 
Ohio State 
Louisville 
Miami 
Texas 

USC 

Ohio State 
Pittsburgh 
Texas 
Auburn 
Michigan 
Michigan 


We wrote 


Marcus Thomas 
Levi Brown 
Lawrence Jackson* 
LaRon Landry 
Jeff Samardzija 
Sam Baker* 
Michael Griffin 
Adam Carriker 
Tom Zbikowski 
Brandon Mebane 
Quentin Groves* 
Ken Darby 

Steve Breaston 
Brandon Meriweather 
Rufus Alexander 
Patrick Willis 
Sedrick Ellis* 
Brian Leonard 
Kyle Young 

Earl Everett 
Daymeion Hughes 
Justin Harrell 
Victor Abiamiri 
Jason Hill 

Jake Long 

Troy Smith 

Paul Williams 
Greg Olsen” 
Lorenzo Booker 


* Junior 


If it’s out there, 
we’ve got it for Less. 


Florida 

Penn State 
USC 

LSU 

Notre Dame 
USC 

Texas 
Nebraska 
Notre Dame 
California 
Auburn 
Alabama 
Michigan 
Miami 
Oklahoma 
Mississippi 
USC 
Rutgers 
Fresno State 
Florida 
California 
Tennessee 
Notre Dame 
Washington State 
Michigan 
Ohio State 
Fresno State 
Miami 
Florida State 


BOOKS:-A-MILLION 


shop online at booksamillion.com 


Heisman Watch 


Quarterbacks had won five Heisman trophies in 
a row before USC running back Reggie Bush made 
the stiff-armed statue his last season. Still, this award 
has gravitated toward quarterbacks on national cham- 
pionship-contending teams, which is why it’s a slam 
dunk that Notre Dame’s Brady Quinn starts at No. 1. 

Let’s see ... the QB from our projected Big Ten 
champ is represented (Troy Smith) ... and our SEC 
champ (Chris Leak) and our Big East champ (Pat 
White). No such preseason Heisman Watch honor for 
the new quarterback at USC or Florida State sopho- 
more Drew Weatherford. 

OK, so Penn State linebacker Paul Posluszny is 
not going to win it, but his inclusion on the list is less of 
a prediction than a nod to what should be. If he comes 
back from a knee injury as well as expected, he 
deserves a spot in New York City for the ceremonies. 


1. Brady Quinn QB Notre Dame 
2. Adrian Peterson RB Oklahoma 
3. ‘Troy Smith QB Ohio State 

4. Marshawn Lynch RB Cal 

5. Paul Posluszny LB Penn State 

6. Chris Leak QB Florida 

7. Ted Ginn Jr. WR/RET Ohio State 

8. Chad Henne QB Michigan 

9. Pat White QB West Virginia 
10. Dwayne Jarrett WR USC 


CON SMI 


rie 


Bronko Nagurski Watch 

Penn State’s Paul Posluszny has already won an 
honor like this, taking home the Chuck Bednarik Award 
last season, also given to the nation’s top defender. 
The Bronko Nagurski Award, awarded by the Football 
Writers Association of America, last season went to 
Louisville sack-master Elvis Dumervil. 

The player most likely to duplicate Dumervil’s crazy 
stats (20 sacks) is Central Michigan’s Dan Bazuin, 
who finished second to Dumervil last season with 16 
sacks. Bazuin will have a chance for major honors, 
even though he’s from a mid-level MAC team. 

It sure helps to play for one of college football’s big 
boys, which gives Notre Dame’s Tom Zbikowski a 
chance. He’s not necessarily the best defensive back 
around, but he has a knack for big plays and is always 
on TV ... hey, that all plays a part in these kinds of 
awards. 


1. Paul Posluszny LB Penn State 
2. Rufus Alexander LB Oklahoma 
3. Quentin Moses DE Georgia 
4. Patrick Willis LB Ole Miss 
5. Leon Hall CB Michigan 
6. Tom Zbikowski DB Notre Dame 
7. Gaines Adams DE Clemson 
8. Dan Bazuin DE Central Michigan 
9. Darrelle Revis CB Pittsburgh 
10. Adam Carriker DE Nebraska 


Conference of quarterbacks? 


That designation is the domain of the 
Pac-10, but not this year. The Big Ten is the 
league with the most and the best quarter- 
backs ... even more so if you throw in the 
conference’s “12th team,” Notte Dame and 
its Heisman favorite. 

Ohio State’s Troy Smith (left) leads a 
Big Ten group that includes Michigan State’s 
Drew Stanton, Michigan’s Chad Henne, 
lowa’s Drew Tate, Wisconsin’s John Stocco, 
Minnesota’s Bryan Cupito and other promis- 
ing passers, including Penn State’s Anthony 
Morelli. 

So while last season was the Year of the 
Linebacker in the Big Ten (A.J. Hawk, Bobby 
Carpenter, Chad Greenway, Abdul Hodge, 
Paul Posluszny), it is only Penn State’s 
Posluszny (left) who returns to track down 
Smith and the swellest group of quarter- 
backs in the country. 
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Like Moses at the Red Sea, security 
cleared a path at the Pittsburgh Steelers’ 
Super Bowl hotel in Pontiac, Mich., for a 
long-hair, bearded football player. 

As cameras flashed and fans applauded, 
walking through the Marriott lobby was 
— Blake Butler. 

“Tt was kind of embarrassing,” said 
Butler of the red carpet-treatment he 
received almost everywhere he went the 
weekend of Super Bowl XL in Detroit. 

Fans thought they were seeing the 
Steelers’ long-hair, bearded quarterback 
Ben Roethlisberger. 

“He and Ben kind of favor. They have 
the same hair color and expression,” said 
Keith Butler, Blake's father and Steelers 
linebacker coach. 

Butler grew the look last summer. “I’m 
not trying to look like him,” he said. At 
the game, he was asked if he were 
Roethlisberger’s brother. 

“Ym glad he shaved his beard off after 
the Super Bowl, so I won't get hassled 
like that,” said Butler, a senior offensive 
lineman at the University of Memphis. 

The Steelers defeated the team for 
which Keith Butler played linebacker for 
10 years, the Seattle Seahawks. An All- 
America linebacker at Memphis from 
1974-77, Butler also coached the 
Cleveland Browns from 1999-2002. 

While winning the Super Bowl was a 17- 
year career goal, it won't make his father die 
a happy man, said Blake. “It was a blessing. 
It wasn’t something that defines his life.” 

What defines Keith’s life is his relation- 
ship with Jesus Christ. Like father, like son. 

“Jesus is who I define myself by now. I 
try to be as open with my faith as I can,” 
said Blake. “It’s hard to grasp everything 
He did on the cross; how much He suf- 
fered taking on the sins of the world. It 
Was a non-repayable debt.” 

Blake's first examples of faith were his 
mother, Janet, and Keith. Blake's relation- 
ship with Christ and his understanding of 
what the cross meant grew as he observed 
how Keith witnessed to his father, John 
Butler, when he was near death. 

“That set the bar for me. I realized 
What being a Christian is all about. It’s 
t do's or don't’s, it’s about sharing the 
love of Christ,” said Blake. 

“Later, Blake witnessed to his maternal 
eae & Bob Sink, when he was given a 
-50 chance to live in January 2004. Bob 
was a Christian, a fact that brought 
“comfort when he died in January 2005. 
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“Anytime a parent can leave something 
with your child that is going to last forever, 
something that you know is the most impor- 
tant thing in life and the only thing that 
really counts, that is significant,” said Keith. 

“Our hope is that all our sons (Blake, 
Brandon, Brett) know the Lord and pass 
that relationship on. We try to teach that 
God has no grandchildren. All of us have a 
ministry. Blake has taken it seriously.” 

One of Blake's favorite verses is 
Matthew 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in 
heart for they will see God.” 

Memphis deep snapper Rusty Clayton, one 
of Blake's roommates, said that he is ground- 
ed. “He doesn't participate in a lot of activi- 
ties that normal college-age football players 
do. He finds pleasure in Godly things, in fel- 
lowship with other believers, in spending 
time with his fiance (Allison Mcleod).” 

Butler knows he is being watched. “It hit 
me hard how many opportunities I have 
been given to share my faith and I wasn’t 
using it for God. I had been using it for 
myself instead of glorifying God. I don’t 
want to dishonor my savior in any way.” 

Memphis head football coach Tommy 
West said, “Blake knows the Lord has 
given him the ability to play football. 
He's got a burning desire to be a Christian 
and compete like crazy.” 

An All-Conference USA candidate, 
Butler (6-3, 310) helped the Tigers finish 
fifth nationally in rushing offense in 
2005 and sparked an offensive line that 
allowed nine sacks, third in the nation. 

Memphis quarterback Will Hudgens 
said, “It’s a little more comforting; you 
feel protected.” 

The first day Butler was getting fitted for 
pads as a freshman, a “little running back” 
walked up to him and asked him what 
position he played. When he told him 
offensive line, he gave him a hug and 
introduced himself as DeAngelo Williams. 

Williams became the Tigers’ all-time lead- 
ing rusher with 6,026 yards and holds the 
NCAA record for all-purpose yards with 
7,575 and 34 100-yard rushing games. 


The Tigers were forced to depend on the — 


running game last season when starting 
quarterback Patrick Byrne broke his leg 
on the third play of the season. Hudgens 
broke his leg two games later. 

“T couldn't believe it,” said West, who 
instilled enough confidence to keep the 
boat afloat. 

Butler said, “We found a way to win 
when a lot of people thought our season 
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was down the drain.” 

The Tigers went 7-5 and went to a school- 
record third straight bowl. They won the 
Motor City Bowl in Detroit, 38-31, over Akron. 

The game became a family feud. Brandon 
Butler plays defensive end for Akron. 

In February, the Tigers rallied around 
West, who had triple bypass heart surgery 
after tests showed blockage. 

“Life has changed, especially in what I 
eat. It's cardboard with no salt and pep- 
per,” said West. 

When West was fired at Clemson after the 
1998 season, he said he realized how much 
he had to trust God. He thought it was the 
end of the world, he said, “but the Lord had 
a plan for me. I’m better off because of it.” 

Hudgens said the team is better off 
because of Butler. He admires Butler's role- 
model status among younger players and 
his ability to “shoot straight with me.” 

It’s Butler's consistency that offensive 
line coach Rick Mallory admires. 

“He is sure of who he is and is not trying 
to fit a mold. He is a good, strong Christian 
young man and all the characteristics that 
go with that. He is a breath of fresh air. He 
is standing up for something which is 
unusual for kids these days. He doesn’t 
compromise who he is,” said Mallory. 

Said West, “He has everything in order, 
from his life, his school, his football. He’s 
one of the finest kids I've associated with.” 

An all-state lineman at Cuyahoga Valley 
Christian Academy near Cleveland, Butler 
would welcome the opportunity to follow 
his father’s footsteps into the NEL. 

“I wish I was 6-7 and more attractive 
to scouts. Football is not my entire life. 

I don’t depend on it for my joy. My life 
doesn't begin and end with football. I 
want to be known as someone who has 
lived for the Lord and that God is the 
No. 1 priority in my life.” @ 
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Thanks ta an alert cameraman at 
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BUSINESS IS BOOMING 


ahoma cheerleader Erin Fincher 
majors in Business Marketing and 
Wants to own her own business. 
Business should also be good fo 
her favorite team. 
Boomer Sooner! 
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TWO FOR TEXAS 


NG FOR THE RAIDERS 


' Lauren THOMpSGA tWirls at Texes .:... 
. Tech games. The junior majorsyint's) 
q Exercise and Sports SciencesJe\). wai 

. : 3 e ye 
with a minor in Nutrition. 


GENUINELY DARLING 


Oregon Duck cheerleading captain 


— Valerie Darling is a young lady 
with many interests. She is 
; a Journalism major, who 
A native of Georgiana, Alabama, Enjous riding her scooter. 
Michelle Lowe is a Mississippi eS 
State senior majorette. Majoring in 
Broadcasting, she can tell everyone 
about her favorite team, the 
Bulldogs. 


GATORS ON THE ress 


Florida's Gators are hunting for the 
SEC championship. Anna Hunter, 
an Accounting major, from 
Brandon, Fla., hopes 
they get the job 
done. 
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NATIONAL 


By Mike Farrell 
Rivals.com 


QB-1, RB-4, WR-3, TE-2, OL-1, DL-4, LB-3, DB-4, ATH-3, ST-0 
Despite falling just short of another national championship in the Rose 


Bowl, Southern California still came away with a title 2006 on the recruiting trail. 


For the third year in a row, the Trojans landed the top recruiting class in the 
country compiling a group of 25 players that includes 19 four- and five-star 
prospects as ranked by Rivals.com. Of those, USC landed the top six players in 
the state of California and plucked star players from other states including Utah, 
Washington, Colorado, Virginia, Texas and New Jersey. 

Pete Carroll's 2006 haul includes the nation’s top outside linebacker, Allen 
Bradford, the No. 2 rated running back in the country, Stafon Johnson, and 
the No. 2 receiver in the country in Vidal Hazelton. The 5-11, 219-pound 
Bradford was a force as a senior registering 157 tackles and 12 sacks. He is 
also a capable running back who might draw consideration on offense after he 
posted 1,869 yards and 29 touchdowns last season. Another player that could 
help fill the void left by Reggie Bush and LenDale White is the 5-11, 200-pound 
Johnson who has a good combination of size and speed and rushed for 1,866 
yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior. Meanwhile, Hazelton is a big, athletic 
receiver that can go up and get the ball. He had 1,700 yards receiving and 30 
touchdowns over the last two seasons. 

Southern California had plenty of success elsewhere including picking up 
four defensive backs to help lend depth to a position that was a big question 
mark all year for the Trojans. The leading candidates who figure to step in 
immediately include the No. 2 safety in the country Antwine Perez and the No. 
2 cornerback in Shareece Wright. A few other players that could see the field 
at a variety of positions for the Trojans in 2006 are three of the top four athletes 
in the country including Taylor Mays, C.J. Gable and Jamere Holland. 


Cc es Fiorida 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-4, DL-5, LB-3, DB-2, ATH-5, ST-0 

After his first season with the Gators, Urban Meyer made a strong run on 
the recruiting trail and came away with the No. 2 recruiting class in the country. 
Florida landed an astounding 27 players, including 22 players ranked four stars 
or better by Rivals.com. Of them, Florida pulled in the No. 1 player in the 
country along with top recruits from Texas, North Carolina and Georgia. 

Leading the way for Meyer's class is wide receiver Percy Harvin, the top 
player in the country, and the No. 1 dual-threat quarterback in Tim Tebow. The 
6-1, 188-pound Harvin is an extremely fast and elusive receiver that can make 
plays anywhere on the field. Over the last two seasons, Harvin recorded over 
3,300 yards of offense and 58 touchdowns, Passing to him in the future will be 
Sunshine State quarterback Tim Tebow. The 6-3, 217-pounder accounted for 
over 13,000 yards of offense and 157 touchdowns in his high school career. 

Other possible early contributors include the No. 3 offensive guard in the 
country Carl Johnson, the No. 2 outside linebacker Brandon Spikes and top 
athletes Jamar Hornsby, Riley Cooper and Jarred Fayson. Johnson 


enrolled early and is expected to make a push for playing time next season. 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-3, TE-1, OL-6, DL-6, LB-5, DB-5, ATH-2, ST-0 

Bobby Bowden again finished with another solid recruiting class finishing 
with an impressive 31 recruits. The Seminoles finished strong again landing 13 
prospects in the final week before Signing Day. It goes without saying that it 
wasn't just quantity, but quality as well as the 'Noles hauled in 20 four- and five- 
star recruits as ranked by Rivals.com. 

FSU made a strong push on both sides of the ball, but landed a lot more 
help on defense with star pickups like safety Myron Rolle, the No. 1 athlete in 
the country and the No. 2 weakside defensive end, Brandon Warren. New 
Jersey's Rolle is an outstanding prospect who makes plays all over the field. 
The 6-2, 214-pounder registered 112 tackles last season. The Seminoles beat 
out Warren's home state Volunteers for 6-2, 230-pounder. Warren recorded 83 


RECRUITING 


tackles and 14 sacks 
last season. 
Florida State made an impressive 
push on the offensive and defensive lines 
landing six prospects on both sides of the ball. 
Leading the way on the offensive line is juco transfer 
Shannon Boatman and Tampa star Daron Rose. Besides 
Warren on the defensive line the Noles landed strongman Doug 
Thacker and juco tackle Paul Griffin. Other players that could make an 
impact next season include wide receiver Damon McDaniel and defensive 
back Ochuko Jenije. 


CGO 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-1, TE-1, OL-8, DL-5, LB-4, DB-3, ATH-2, ST-0 

After winning the SEC title last season, Georgia again finished strong in 
the recruiting race landing a solid 28-man recruiting class. Mark Richt and 
company continue to pull out some of the top players from across the country 
including 16 players ranked four stars or better by Rivals.com. Besides landing 
five of the top 10 prospects in the Peach State, the Bulldogs got top players 
from Maryland, South Carolina, Florida, Texas, California and New Jersey. 

Richt may very well have found his replacement for D.J. Shockley in Dallas 
quarterback Matthew Stafford. The 6-3, 210-pounder is the top pro-style 
quarterback in the country after throwing for 3,991 yards, 38 touchdowns and 
just six interceptions as a senior. The other major prospect coming to Athens is 
the No. 1 player in Georgia and the top safety in America, Reshad Jones. The 
6-1, 195-pounder could see time in the secondary next year for the Bulldogs 
after posting 82 tackles and two interceptions last season. 

Georgia added impressive depth on the offensive line landing eight recruits 
including stars Justin Anderson and Clifton Geathers. Others that could play 
this fall include Maryland linebacker Akeem Hebron, elusive running back 
Knowshon Moreno and 6-5, 247-pound tight end NaDerris Ward. 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-3, TE-2, OL-4, DL-4, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-1 

Mack Brown got off to a quick start for the 2006 recruiting class and 
finished with another top group. The Longhorns had 20 verbal commitments by 
the middle of the summer and finished up with 25 signees. As usual, Texas 
decided to stay mostly in-state and landed six of the top 10 recruits at home 
including the No. 1 player in Texas. 

Leading the way are defensive end Eddie Jones and linebacker Sergio 
Kindle. The 6-3, 240-pound Jones finished the season rated as the No. 3 
player in Texas and as the No. 3 weakside defensive end in the country after 
registering 127 tackles and eight sacks. Meanwhile, Texas fans are excited 
about Kindle who is the top inside linebacker prospect and No. 1 player in 
Texas. Over the past three seasons, he’s amassed over 400 tackles. 

Trying to find a replacement for Vince Young will be tough, but the coaches 
are hoping the No. 3 dual-threat quarterback in the country, Jevan Snead, 
might fit the bill. The 6-3, 205-pounder enrolled in January in hopes of compet- 
ing for the starting job this fall. Other players that could be special for the 
Longhorns down the line are running back Vondrell McGee, offensive linemen 
Buck Burnette and J’Marcus Webb and defensive back Chykie Brown. 


I, 


QB-2, RB-3, WR-2, TE-1, OL-4, DL-9, LB-2, DB-1, ST-0 

After showing impressive success on the field while making a run at the 
Big Ten title and posting an Orange Bowl victory, recruits jumped on the Nittany 
Lions bandwagon in droves in 2006. Joe Paterno finished with a remarkable 
recruiting class thanks in large part to the help of last year's No. 1 recruit 
Derrick Williams. Penn State landed 24 recruits including 15 four- and five-star 
prospects as ranked by Rivals.com. The Nittany Lions hauled in four of the top 
10 players in the Keystone State as well as seven of the top 11 players in 
Maryland. They also went to Virginia and New York for other top talent. 

Paterno focused on the defensive line as they picked up nine recruits, but 
the headliner of the class has to be five-star defensive back A.J. Wallace. The 
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6-1, 195-pounder recorded 63 tackles and three intercep- 

tions as a senior. Previously it was unheard of for a freshman to 

play under Paterno, but now freshman are seeing the field and Wallace 

could be a huge force in the secondary this fall. It's the second straight year that 
Penn State signed the nation’s top cornerback (Justin King in 2005). 

With big numbers on the defensive line Penn State landed top talent that 
should make a huge impact soon including Phillip Taylor, Jared Odrick and 
Maurice Evans. The Nittany Lions found some help on the offensive side of the 
ball too with huge offensive linemen Antonio Logan-El, Lou Eliades and J.B. 
Walton. Wide receiver Chris Bell is expected to be an immediate impact player 
with his impressive 6-3, 205-pound frame and long striding speed. Penn State 
also stole a couple of big-time recruits away from other teams in the final weeks 
of recruiting in running back Brent Carter and star quarterback Pat Devlin, who 
had committed to Virginia and Miami respectively. 


QB-0, RB-3, WR-3, TE-2, OL-5, DL-3, LB-4, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-0 

With a year under his belt, Les Miles made a strong push, landing a 25-man 
recruiting class. His efforts are even more impressive considering Hurricane 
Katrina was a major setback for the program. The Tigers class includes top talent 
all over the field with 14 four- and five-star recruits. It is no surprise that nine of 
the top 10 players in the state of Louisiana decided to stay at home, but the 
Tigers also plucked talent from Mississippi, Florida, Texas and Virginia. 

The top players in LSU's class are defensive tackle Al Woods and running 
back Keiland Williams. The 6-4, 329-pound Woods is the top player in 
Louisiana and No. 2 defensive tackle in the country. The longtime LSU commit- 
ment had an impressive senior season with 109 tackles. A Louisiana native, 
Williams heads back home to compete for a starting job this year after rushing 
for 1,325 yards and 12 touchdowns last season for Hargrave Military in Virginia. 

The Tigers did a great job adding a handful of other players that could make 
an impact early in their careers. The No. 6 defensive tackle in the country, 
Charles Deas from Florida along with local stars Jared Mitchell, Jai Eugene, 
Ricky Dixon and Charles Scott all could be key recruits in upcoming years. 


es) Notre Dame 


QB-2, RB-3, WR-3, TE-2, OL-6, DL-2, LB-2, DB-5, ATH-1, ST-1 

Charlie Weis took over and helped Notre Dame to an impressive season 
last year that saw them nearly knock off the No. 1 team in the country on their 
way to a Fiesta Bowl berth. The result of that season was a solid 27-man class 
featuring talent from coast to coast. The class featured 12 players ranked as 
four-star prospects or better from all over the country including Florida, Minneso- 
ta, California, North Carolina, New York, Pennsylvania and Texas. 

The top two recruits heading to South Bend are the No. 3 running back in 
the country, James Aldridge and the No. 1 offensive tackle in the country, Sam 
Young. The 6-1, 215-pound Aldridge should have a chance to play early 
alongside 1,000-yard back Darius Walker. Last season he put up 2,100 yards 
and 22 touchdowns as a senior. The huge 6-8, 302-pound Young out of Florida 
checks in as the No. 11 player overall in the country. 

The Irish made a strong push on the offensive line with other recruits 
including Matt Carufel, Eric Olsen, Chris Stewart and Daniel Wenger. Notre 
Dame got a huge boost in the defensive backfield too with standout corners 
Darrin Walls and Raeshon McNeil, with one or both expected to see time 
immediately this fall. Two other recruits fans are excited about are Chicago stud 
quarterback Demetrius Jones and 6-6, 239-pound tight end Konrad Reuland. 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-2, TE-2, OL-7, DL-5, LB-2, DB-3, ATH-3 

The Sooners had a down season by their standards last year, finishing 7-4 
including losses to UCLA and TCU, but toward the end of the season Bob 
Stoops turned things around winning six of his last seven. Despite the difficult 
year, recruits didn’t turn their back on Oklahoma and the result is a very good 28- 
man recruiting class. The Sooners landed eight of the top 10 players in the state 
and plucked top talent out of Texas, Nevada, Louisiana and Kansas. 

The jewel of Stoops 2006 class is the No. 1 defensive tackle in the country, 
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Gerald McCoy. The Oklahoma City prospect finished last 
season with 82 tackles and 20 sacks as he dominated the line. 
Besides McCoy, another star player to watch is the No. 1 tight end in 
the country Jermaine Gresham. The 6-7, 230-pounder is versatile with the size 
and quickness to be a mismatch for any defender. He caught 67 passes for 
1,170 yards and 24 touchdowns last season. Joining Gresham are other stars 
including the No. 2 all-purpose back in the country, Demarco Murray, the No. 3 
wide receiver, Adron Tennell, and huge offensive tackle Curtis Bailey. 


& 


QB-2, RB-1, WR-4, TE-1, OL-2, DL-9, LB-2, DB-1, ATH-2, ST-1 

Auburn had another successful season on the field in 2005 finishing 9-3 
including a bid to the Capital One Bowl. Tommy Tuberville followed the solid 
season with an impressive recruiting effort that saw the Tigers land 25 recruits, 
including nine on the defensive line. Auburn's class includes 15 four- and five- 
star recruits, as well as five of the top 10 players in the state of Alabama. 

Defensive line was the name of the game and the top recruit is a defensive 
tackle. Greg Smith is a 6-1, 315-pound juco transfer that finally is making his 
way to Auburn. In 2004 as a senior in high school, he amassed an incredible 164 
tackles with 37 for loss. 

Though there were only a handful of recruits on the offensive side of the 
ball, the Tigers got quality including blue-chip receivers Tim Hawthorne and 
Chris Slaughter, rated at the No. 4 and 13 receivers in the country respectively. 
Auburn went to Maryland and signed the No. 6 running back in the nation, 
Benjamin Tate. The 5-10, 204-pounder ran for 2,214 yards last season and was 
impressive this spring as an early enrollee. 


Auburn 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-5, DL-1, LB-3, DB-6, ATH-2, ST-0 

In 2006, Alabama had an impressive season that saw it win nine straight 
games and rise to No. 3in the polls. The Tide turned after that, dropping two 
games before finishing with a bow! win. The successful season resulted in an 
impressive 23-man recruiting class that featured 12 players ranked four stars or 
better. The Tide pulled out four of the top 10 recruits in the state, including 
Alabama's top player in offensive lineman Andre Smith. 

Smith, a Birmingham native, is the top-ranked offensive linemen in the 
country and the No. 2 player overall. The 6-4, 325-pound Smith should be an 
immovable force for Mike Shula’s team starting from day one. Smith should 
provide much needed push for fellow five-star prep school star Mike Ford. The 
6-2, 210-pounder was expected to compete for the starting job last year after 
rushing for 2,836 yards and 37 touchdowns as a senior. He took a year to prep, 
but is expected to make up for it this fall. 

Alabama also helped themselves with other players on the offensive line 
and a solid group in the defensive backfield. Joining the No. 1 guard in the 
country are four-star linemen Alex Stadler, Taylor Pharr and David Ross. In 
the secondary, the Crimson Tide picked up major help with four-star prospects 
Marquis Johnson, Justin Woodall and Marcus Udell. All of them are 
expected to be important factors early in their college careers. 


GOR 12 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-1, TE-2, OL-2, DL-3, LB-5, DB-3, ATH-0, ST-0 

Ohio State completed an impressive 10-2 season that saw it head to the 
BCS and win the Fiesta Bowl. Jim Tressel also had success on the recruiting 
trail as he landed a 20-man recruiting class featuring seven of the top ten 
players in the Buckeye State, including the nation’s No. 3 player overall. 

Ohio State landed the top two prospects in the state in running back Chris 
Wells and defensive end Robert Rose. The 6-1, 226-pound Wells out of Akron 
is the top running back in the country after compiling 2,134 yards and 28 
touchdowns last season. The 6-4, 255-pound Rose was one of the fastest rising 
prospects in the country and is rated as the No. 1 strongside defensive end. 
Both players are expected to make a major impact as freshmen. 

The Buckeyes got major help at linebacker by picking up four four-star 
prospects in Thaddeus Gibson, Mark Johnson, Ross Homan and Larry 
Grant. All of them could be major contributors in the next couple of years. Wide 
receiver Raymond Small may be slightly undersized, but he is an elusive and 
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speedy prospect that may remind some Buckeye fans of Ted 


Ginn, Jr.. Small hails from Ginn’s high school, Glenville, in Cleveland. 
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QB-1, RB-3, WR-1, TE-0, OL-3, DL-5, LB-3, DB-2, ATH-0, ST-1 

Michigan usually has little trouble on the recruiting trail and Lloyd Carr 
pulled in another talented class in 2006. The Wolverines signed 19 players, 11 of 
whom were rated four stars or better by Rivals.com. Michigan pulled in the top 
player in the state as well as top talent from across the country from Washington, 
Ohio, Georgia, California, Pennsylvania, Virginia and South Carolina. 

The stars of the class are linebacker Brandon Graham and offensive 
tackle Stephen Schilling who ranked No. 15 and No. 26 nationally respectively. 
The 6-2, 250-pound Graham is a big and quick linebacker off the edge who had 
200 tackles and 30 sacks over the past two seasons. On the offensive side of 
the ball, Carr got major help with Schilling out of the state of Washington. The 
6-5, 290-pounder is a quick lineman who could be a future All American. 

The Wolverines added defensive tackle and running back depth with two 
four-star prospects at each position. Jason Kates and Adam Patterson are 
intimidating forces along the line, while Carlos Brown and Brandon Minor 
should provide tremendous speed and power in the backfield. 
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QB-1, RB-3, WR-2, TE-2, OL-3, DL-5, LB-1, DB-3, ATH-0, ST-1 

Miami is always a player on the recruiting front and it was another 
successful season for Larry Coker. An embarrassing loss to LSU, the firing of 
four coaches and the late loss of big-time quarterback commitment Pat Devlin 
still couldn't keep Miami out of the nation’s top 15. Miami came out with a 22- 
man recruiting class that featured 10 four-star prospects. 

Coker and his staff got help at a few key positions including the defensive 
backfield, running back and tight end with two four-star prospects in each area. 
Cornerback Ryan Hill and safety Tervaris Johnson should see the field early 
in their careers after outstanding seasons where each recorded three intercep- 
tions. The running game should be improved with two Florida stars, Javarris 
James and Kylan Robinson. Success at tight end should continue for years 
with 6-4, 227-pounder Dedrick Epps and 6-6, 248-pounder Jason Fox. 

The Hurricanes got some help along the defensive line with five recruits 
including blue-chippers Richard Gordon and Josh Holmes. The 6-4, 265- 
pound Gordon will provide immediate help on the line. Holmes still needs to bulk 
up some, but has the skills after registering 43 tackles and 11 sacks as a senior. 
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QB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-1, OL-2, DL-2, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-1 

Tommy Bowden continues to find a lot of success on the recruiting trail and 
this season he reached new heights. The Tigers coach has the closing instincts 
of his dad as he finished strong, landing the nation’s No. 1 all-purpose running 
back on Signing Day. Clemson amassed a 20-man recruiting class that included 
the top player from both South Carolina and Florida. They also went to North 
Carolina, Virginia and Illinois for other top players. 

The cream of the crop is the No. 8 player in the country and top player in 
Florida, C.J. Spiller. The 5-10, 190-pounder will find time in the backfield next 
season after recording over 3,700 yards of offense and 57 touchdowns the past 
two seasons. Clemson picked up an impact player on defense locally in 
defensive end Ricky Sapp. The 6-4, 225-pounder has remarkable speed off the 
edge and is rated the nation’s No. 1 weakside defensive end. 

Bowden made a concerted effort to land defensive backs as he got four 
four-star prospects including DeAndre McDaniel, Crezdon Butler, Darius 
Gaither and Byron Maxwell. 


wy 
» ee 
en ad 
me 


QB-2, RB-3, WR-3, TE-2, OL-5, DL-5, LB-2, DB-1, ATH-6, ST-1 
Despite a disappointing 3-8 season last year, Ole Miss still found a lot of 
success during the 2006 recruiting season. Ed Orgeron pulled in a 30-man class 


that included nine players ranked four stars or better by 
Rivals.com. The Rebels had a lot of success locally, landing the 
top player in Mississippi, but also went to Tennessee, California and 
Georgia with success. 

Orgeron and his staff signed two five-star prospects. Versatile quarterback 
Brent Schaeffer, formally of the Tennessee Volunteers, is one of the top juco 
players in the country. After accounting for over 3,800 yards of offense and 50 
touchdowns last season, he is expected to compete for the starting job this fall. 
Meanwhile, defensive tackle Jerrell Powe is expected to make his way back 
home from prep school in Chatham, Va. The 6-3, 360-pounder will be a force to 
be reckoned with on the Rebel defense for years to come. 

In addition to Powe, Ole Miss made a strong push on the defensive line by 
signing Marcus Tillman and Kentrell Lockett. The Rebels also recruited a lot 
of versatile athletes, six to be exact, led by safety Allen Walker from Olive 
Branch. 


be 7 


QB-0, RB-2, WR-2, TE-0, OL-8, DL-5, LB-1, DB-1, ATH-2, ST-1 

UCLA went 10-2 last year including an undefeated start through their first 
eight games. The successful season resulted in many players flocking to the 
Bruins as Karl Dorrell is starting to build a solid foundation. His 2006 class is 22 
strong with seven four-star prospects as rated by Rivals.com, including the top 
player in Hawaii. 

Dorrell and his staff are elated about landing depth along the offensive line 
with eight recruits including four four-star prospects. Hawaii's top player, Micah 
Kia, along with Jake Dean, Andy Keane and Sean Sheller should provide 
much needed help in the years to come to keep the Bruins high-powered offense 
rolling. 

If anything was lacking last year it was on defense as UCLA found 
themselves in many shootouts, but they should have a much better pass rush in 
the next few years. They signed the No. 2 player in Nevada, defensive tackle 
Jerzy Siewierski, and one of California's better defensive ends in Jeff Miller. 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-4, DL-8, LB-0, DB-5, ATH-2, ST-0 

Mike Stoops is finding it difficult, as expected, to turn around the Arizona 
program as he struggled to a 3-8 season last year. He can hang his hat on a 
couple big wins though including a major triumph over UCLA late in the season 
as well as success on the recruiting trail. The Wildcats landed 25 recruits 
including the nation’s top juco player. 

The gem of Stoops’ class is five-star defensive tackle Louis Holmes, the 
top player out of junior college. The 6-5, 280-pounder has remarkable speed for 
a big man and is going to be an impact player for the Wildcats next season as an 
early enrollee. Holmes recorded an astounding 102 tackles and 11 sacks in his 
final year of high school. 

Alongside Holmes, Arizona picked up seven other defensive linemen, 
including talented four-star prospects A.J. Simmons and Gabe Long. 

The Wildcats received help in the secondary as well to slow down those other 
high-powered Pac-10 offenses with five recruits, including four-star corner 
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QB-1, RB-3, WR-2, TE-0, OL-6, DL-3, LB-1, DB-3, ATH-0, ST-1 

California is familiar to recruiting success under Jeff Tedford and 2006 was 
no different. The Golden Bears landed 20 recruits including nine four-star 
prospects as ranked by Rivals.com. Besides landing plenty of talent in-state, 
Tedford and his staff went to Colorado, Oregon and Washington for other top 
players. 

The Golden Bears made an effort to bulk up the offensive line as they 
signed six recruits, three of which are four-star prospects. Chris Guarnero, 
Mike Costanzo and Mike Gibson should provide some time for future 
quarterbacks in Tedford’s system. Speaking of quarterbacks, Tedford landed a 
good one in Oregon gunslinger Kevin Riley, The 6-1, 192-pounder fits the mold 
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for Cal quarterbacks as he threw for over 5,000 yards and 
65 touchdowns in the past two years at Beaverton High School. 

California got big-time defensive help as well in the form of defensive 
linemen Derrick Hill and Rulon Davis. The 6-1, 278-pound Hill is a huge, 
immovable force on the inside and should contribute early in his college career. 
Meanwhile, Davis is a juco recruit and an Iraq War Veteran. He is a huge lineman 
at 6-6, 275-pounds and is expected to make an immediate impact this fall. 
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QB-0, RB-1, WR-3, TE-1, OL-6, DL-5, LB-1, DB-2, ATH-3, ST-0 

Nebraska had tremendous success in Bill Callahan's first year on the 
recruiting trail and he followed it up with another solid effort. Callahan signed a 
22-man recruiting class which included the top player in Nebraska as well as two 
of the top junior college prospects in 2006. 

Callahan and his staff are elated about their prize recruit, five-star juco 
cornerback Andre Jones. The 6-0, 195-pounder formerly of the Kentucky 
Wildcats is a speedster who was rated as the No. 4 junior college player in the 
country after reeling in five interceptions last season. 

The Cornhuskers landed some very talented offensive players as well 
including huge linemen D.J. Jones and Carl Nicks. Over the years Nebraska 
has never had trouble signing top running backs and they picked up four players 
who could play that role. Leading the way is 6-0, 220-pound running back Kenny 
Wilson, another juco player. Wilson rushed for 1,229 yards and 14 touchdowns 
last year. Pushing him for a shot at early playing time is athlete Ricky Thenarse 
from California who racked up over 1,500 yards of offense and 15 touchdowns 
for his high school last year. 
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QB-2, RB-1, WR-0, TE-1, OL-3, DL-8, LB-3, DB-5, ATH-3, ST-0 

It was a difficult return home for Dave Wannstedt who saw his Panthers 
struggle to 5-6 record last season. It wasn't a complete loss for the former NFL 
coach as he had tremendous success in his first recruiting year. Pittsburgh 
signed a 26-player recruiting class that included seven four-star prospects as 
ranked by Rivals.com. 

Pittsburgh got much needed help on offense with stars like athlete Dorin 
Dickerson, tight end Nate Byham and running back Kevin Collier. Dickerson 
checked in as the No. 8 athlete in the country last season after accounting for 
over 1,850 yards and 28 touchdowns, but he's expected to play wide receiver at 
Pitt. The 6-3, 215-pound Byham is a quick tight end who should help open up the 
offense. He recorded 45 receptions for 883 yards and nine touchdowns last year. 
Important to all of Wannstedt’s teams has been the running game and the staff 
has found their man in the No. 15 rusher in the country, elusive running back 
Kevin Collier. 

The Panthers got some top help on defense too with defensive tackle John 
Malecki and defensive back Aaron Berry. The 6-3, 275-pound Malecki is a 
quick defensive tackle prospect that should find some opportunity to play early in 
the Pittsburgh defense. He posted over 100 tackles and 14 sacks last season. 
Berry is a versatile player who could play both sides of the ball once he gets to 
Pittsburgh. 
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QB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-0, OL-5, DL-5, LB-5, DB-5, ATH-3, ST-0 

Mike Gundy had a tough year last season as his Cowboys finished with a 
4-7 season. Despite that, Oklahoma State fans rejoiced over a couple of victories 
including a big win over highly-ranked Texas Tech. They can also be happy about 
a successful recruiting campaign. The Cowboys ended up signing 29 prospects, 
a group that featured six four-star prospects as ranked by Rivals.com. 

The Cowboys coaches made a strong push to solidify their defense this 
year by adding top talent at key positions including defensive end and defensive 
back. Oklahoma State added a strong and a weakside defensive end in Derek 
Burton and Ugo Chinasa respectively. Burton is a big, speedy end that was 
rated as the No. 3 player in the state last season. The 6-5, 220-pound Chinasa 
has plenty of room to grow and is already an intimidating force on the line. The 
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defensive backfield will have new additions as well in 
cornerbacks Perrish Cox and Terrance Anderson, who rated in 
as the No. 8 and 17 cornerbacks in the country this season. 

Another top talent headed to Stillwater is four-star outside linebacker 
Patrick Lavine out of Houston, Tex.. The 6-2, 210-pounder posted 63 tackles 
and had two interceptions last year. The Cowboys added some running back 
help too with juco star Dantrell Savage. 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-2, TE-2, OL-4, DL-5, LB-3, DB-1, ATH-1, ST-2 

The Volunteers usually land some of the best classes and are always near 
the top 10 in the country. Last season however saw a little bit of a drop off due in 
part to their struggles on the field and their 5-6 record. Tennessee still finished 
with a solid class that featured the No. 2 junior college player in the country and 
the No. 2 player in their home state. Phillip Fulmer traveled across the country to 
pull some top talent out of Illinois, Virginia, Florida, Mississippi and Texas. 

The prize of the Tennessee class has to be juco defensive end Walter 
Fisher who ranks as the No. 2 junior college player nationally. The 6-2, 265- 
pounder should provide an immediate force off the edge in his three remaining 
years of eligibility in Knoxville. 

Fulmer has to be excited about the depth he landed along the offensive line 
with four recruits including three four-star prospects in Jacques McClendon, 
Ramone Johnson and Darius Myers. All three have the potential to take the 
field early in their careers. One other star in the making is versatile athlete and 
prospective wide receiver Brent Vinson out of Hampton, Va. The 6-2, 180- 
pounder is one of the fastest players in the country. 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-2, TE-0, OL-8, DL-4, LB-4, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-0 

Steve Spurrier's return to the college ranks at South Carolina resulted in 
immediate success for the Gamecocks on the gridiron and off the field in 
recruiting. South Carolina had a good haul in 2006 with 24 recruits including six 
four-star prospects as ranked by Rivals.com. Spurrier and his staff signed top 
talent out of various regions of the country including Florida, Alabama, New 
Jersey, Georgia and North Carolina. 

The Gamecocks improved themselves particularly along the offensive line 
signing eight recruits, four of which are four-star prospects. Garrett Anderson, 
Hutch Eckerson, Kevin Young and Clarence Bailey are all very athletic big 
men that should help provide the push for Spurrier’s return to the fun and gun 
offense. 

Of course a successful quarterback is also needed and South Carolina 
reeled in the No. 8 pro-style quarterback in the country, Chris Smelley. The 6-3, 
213-pounder threw for over 4,100 yards and 59 touchdowns as a senior. One 
other player of note along the defensive line is huge 6-5, 318-pounder Kenrick 
Ellis. The No. 12 defensive tackle in the country is a beast on the line. 
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QB-0, RB-4, WR-4, TE-0, OL-1, DL-2, LB-4, DB-4, ATH-2, ST-0 

Dennis Franchione had a tough year last season watching the Aggies fall to 
5-6 including four straight losses. Despite that, recruits continue to follow him in 
droves. This season Franchione signed 22 recruits including the No. 4 running 
back in the country. 

The star of the Aggies class is 6-0, 205-pound running back Michael 
Goodson. The four-star prospect amassed over 2,200 yards and 26 touch- 
downs the last two seasons. He is a speedster who should find some early 
playing time this fall and has unlimited potential. 

There is top defensive talent coming in as well including two four-star 
defensive backs in Jordan Pugh and Jarius Neal. The cornerback and safety 
prospects should provide an impact early, particularly junior college recruit Neal. 
Haltom linebacker Anthony Lewis is expected to wreak havoc on Big 12 
defenses. The 6-2, 220-pounder rates in as the No. 8 outside linebacker in the 
country. 
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. Daron Rose Tampa (Fia.) Jefferson Florida State 

. Connor Smith Cincinnati Morgan Park Ohio State 

. Antonio Logan-El Forestville (Md.) Penn State 

. J'Marcus Webb Mesquite (Texas) North Mesquite Texas 

. dustin Boren Pickerington (Ohio) North Michigan 

. J.B. Walton Indian Head (Md.) Lackey Penn State 
Justin Anderson Ocilla (Ga.) Irwin County Georgia 


| ra Cc oO IVI il NN G . Robert Rose 6-4, 255 Cleveland Glenville Ohio State 
. Ricky Sapp 6-4, 225 Bamberg (S.C.) Bamberg-Ehrhardt Clemson 
4. Brandon Warren 6-2, 230 Alcoa (Tenn.) Florida State 


. Eddie Jones 6-3, 240 Kilgore (Texas) Texas 

. Micah Johnson 6-2, 267 Fort Campbell (Ky.) Kentucky 

. Maurice Evans 6-3, 245 — Middle Village (N.Y.) Christ the King Penn State 

. Deantwan Whitehead 6-6, 245 Birmingham (Ala.) West End Louisville 

. Derek Simmons 6-4, 268 — Fairfield (Calif.) Armijo Southern Cal 


RATING : . HOMETOWN/SCHOOL COLLEGE . Lamarr Houston 6-2, 257 Colorado Springs (Colo.) Doherty Texas 


. Matthew Stafford Dallas Highland Park Georgia 4. Gerald McCoy 6-4,305 Oklahoma City Southeast Oklahoma 
. Mitch Mustain Springdale (Ark.) Arkansas . Al Woods 6-4, 329 Elton (La.) LSU 
. Tim Tebow Ponte Vedra Beach (Fla.) Nease Florida . Jared Odrick 6-5, 303 Lebanon (Penn.) Penn State 
. Demetrius Jones Chicago Morgan Park Notre Dame 4. Butch Lewis 6-6, 280 Aurora (Colo.) Regis Jesuit Southern Cal 
. Jevan Snead Stephenville (Texas) Texas . Derrick Hill 6-1,278 Oakland (Calif.) McClymonds California 
. Jake Locker Ferndale (Wash.) Washington . Charles Deas 6-4, 315 Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Dillard LSU 


. Isiah Williams Chicago Vocational Illinois . Adam Patterson 6-2, 256 Columbia (S.C.) Richardson Northeast Michigan 
. Josh Freeman Grandview (Mo.) Kansas State 


. Jeremy Ricker Harrisburg (Penn.) Bishop McDevitt Maryland 


Sergio Kindle 6-4, 225 Dallas Woodrow Wilson Texas 

. Allen Bradford §-11,219 Colton (Calif.) Southern Cal 
. Brandon Spikes 6-4, 235 Shelby (N.C.) Crest Senior Florida 
. Brandon Graham 6-2, 250 Detroit Crockett Michigan 
. Marcus Ball 6-0, 204 Stone Mountain (Ga.) Stephenson Florida State 
. Joshua Tatum 6-0,219 Oakland (Calif.) McClymonds Southern Cal 
. Akeem Hebron 6-1, 195 Gaithersburg (Md.) Good Counsel Georgia 
. Michael Morgan 6-2, 200 Dallas Skyline Southern Cal 
. Marcus Sims 6-0, 211 Tallahassee (Fla.) North Christian Florida State 
. deremiha Hunter 6-2, 220 Harrisburg (Penn.) lowa 
. Derrick Odom 6-2,196 Jackson (Miss.) Callaway LSU 
. Anthony Lewis 6-2, 220 Haltom City (Texas) Haltom Texas A&M 
. Jared Norton 6-3, 232 Rowlett (Texas) Texas 


Chris Wells 6-1, 226 Akron (Ohio) Garfield Ohio State 
. C.J. Spiller 5-10, 190 Lake Butler (Fla.) Lake Mary Clemson 

. Stafon Johnson 5-11, 200 Los Angeles Dorsey Southern Cal 
. James Aldridge 6-1,215 Crown Point (Ind.) Merrillville Notre Dame 
. Michael Goodson 6-0, 205 Klein (Texas) Collins Texas A&M 
. Demarco Murray 6-0, 183 Las Vegas Bishop Gorman Oklahoma 
. Carlos Brown 6-0, 205 Franklin (Ga.) Heard County Michigan 

. Benjamin Tate 5-10, 204 Newark (Md.) Snow Hill Auburn 

. LeSean McCoy 5-11, 204 Harrisburg (Penn.) Bishop McDevitt Miami 

. Charles Scott 6-0,215 Jonesboro (La.) Jonesboro-Hodge LSU 

. Vondrell McGee 5-10, 190 Longview (Texas) Texas 

. Emmanuel Moody 6-1, 195 Coppell (Texas) Southern Cal 
. Knowshon Moreno 5-11, 205 Middletown (N.J.) Middletown South Georgia 

. Terry Grant 5-10, 180 Lumberton (Miss.) Alabama 


. Kylan Robinson 6-1, 215 Tampa (Fla.) Chamberlin Miarni . Reshad Jones 6-1, 195 Atlanta Booker T, Washington Georgia 


. Ad. Wallace 6-1,195 Pomfret (Md.) McDonough Penn State 
. Shareece Wright 5-11, 180 Colton (Calif.) Southern Cal 
Percy Harvin 6-1, 188 Virginia Beach (Va.) Landstown Florida . Jonas Mouton 6-2, 212 Venice (Calif.) ; Michigan 
Vidal Hazelton 6-3, 193 Chatham (Va.) Hargrave Military ‘Southern Cal Dan ee SAL » SERRE: WCRI FAR mir eae 
Adron Tennell 6-5, 200 Irving (Texas) Oklahoma . Chykie Brown 6-1, 175 Houston North Shore Texas 
| Tim Hawthorne 6-2, 199 Homewood (Ala.) Aubum . Tervaris Johnson 6-2,211 Miami Monsignor Pace Miami 
_ David Ausberry 6-4, 213 Lemoore (Calif.) Southern Cal . Ryan Hill 5-11, 186 Tallahassee (Fla.) Rickards Miami 
. Damon McDaniel 6-0, 192 Virginia Beach (Va) Landstown Florida State SERRE. TAR Renae eceacogn Tae) mean 
. Raymond Small 5-10, 173. Cleveland Glenville Ohio State - Raeshon McNeil 6-0,175 Mocksville (N.C.) Davie County Notre Dame 
_ Greg Mathews 6-2, 189 Orlando (Fla.) Edgewater Michigan . Darian Hagan 5-11, 180 Los Angeles Crenshaw California 
Damian Williams 6-1, 180 Springdale (Ark.) Arkansas . DeAndre McDaniel 6-0,185 Tallahassee (Fla.) Godby Clemson 


. Jared Mitchell 5-11, 197 New Iberia (La.) Westgate LSU 


. Myron Rolle Princeton (N.J.) The Hun School Florida State 
. Jermaine Gresham 6-7, 230 Ardmore (Okla.) Oklahoma . Taylor Mays Seattle O'Dea Southern Cal 
. NaDerris Ward 6-5, 247 Oakland (Calif.) McClymonds Georgia . CJ. Gable Sylmar (Calif.) Southern Cal 
. Konrad Reuland 6-6, 239 Mission Viejo (Calif.) Notre Dame Antwine Perez Camden (N.J.) Woodrow Wilson Southern Cal 
Jamere Holland Woodland Hills (Calif.) Taft Southern Cal 
. darred Fayson Tampa (Fla.) Hillsborough Florida 
. Allen Walker Olive Branch (Miss.) Ole Miss 
. Andre Smith Birmingham (Ala.) Huffman Alabama 17. Deon Beasley Orange (Texas) West Orange Stark Texas 
. Sam Young Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) St. Thomas Aquinas + Notre Dame . Dorin Dickerson Imperial (Penn.) West Allegheny Pittsburgh 
. Stephen Schilling Bellevue (Wash.) Michigan . Earl Alexander Phenix City (Ala.) Central Alabama 
. Carl Johnson Durham (N.C.) Southern Florida . Riley Cooper Clearwater (Fla.) Catholic Florida 
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By John Talman 
Rivals.com 


It wasn’t surprising that the Longhorns hauled in one of the 
top classes in the country, but collecting most of their commitments early was 
a storyline for most of the year. Coach Mack Brown assembled a string of early 
pickups that included the state's top two players in linebacker Sergio Kindle 
(6-4, 225) and Eddie Jones (6-3, 240), on the way to finishing with the nation’s 
No. 5 class, UT also managed to sign eight players from the Rivals100. Five 
players were among the top five nationally at their position. 

Texas, needing quarterbacks, landed Jevan Snead (6-3, 205) who comes in 
to compete early for spring ball. The Horns also landed dual-threat signal caller 
Sherrod Harris to make for a solid group of incoming possibilities. UT also 
picked up top receiver prospects Phillip Payne (6-2, 201) and Montre Webber 
(6-3, 191) finishing off a well-rounded offensive unit. 

Defensively, UT also put together a solid group of incoming freshman. Out- 
of-state defensive end Lamarr Houston (6-2, 257) from Colorado Springs should 
compliment the five-star-rated Jones and defensive end Brian Ellis (6-5, 244). 
Linebacker Kindle should expect early time somewhere on the field while Jared 
Norton (6-3, 232) should also compete well come fall. 

H iner: With the need for quarterbacks after the departure of Vince 
Young, the pickup of Jevan Snead definitely will help the Horns build around 
another signal caller for the future. 

Sleeper: Kicker Hunter Lawrence could be starting the season with the 
current depth situation. Lawrence set the single season record for field goals 
made. 

Bottom line: After the smaller 2005 class, Texas wanted to put big 
emphasis on the group for 2006. The Horns not only signed a star-studded group, 
but a complete one that should help towards competing on the national level for 
years to come. 


With the assistance of a deep year in the Sooner state, 
Oklahoma grabbed late pledges on the way to another Top 10 finish. A huge 
Offensive line class was a priority for coach Bob Stoops and the Sooners 
managed to pickup seven. OU was a force in Texas again signing 10 players from 
the state, including four of the Top 25. 

Defensive tackle Gerald McCoy (6-4, 305) was one of the bigger prospects 
to come out of Oklahoma in the last several years. McCoy won't likely be told to 
wait on the sidelines. Fellow in-state player, tight end Jermaine Gresham 
(6-7, 230) is a dominating pass-catcher and he should also add depth to the 
position or possibly at receiver. 

The state of Texas was a big focus for Stoops and company as usual. A late 
steal from Texas A&M in safety Malcolm Williams (5-10, 172) and the early 
pickup of wide receiver Adron Tennell should add depth to both positions. 
Defensive end Jeremy Beal emerged late on the scene but could find a home at 
either linebacker or along the line. Running back Demarco Murray could find 
a home either at receiver or as a ball carrier. 

Headliner: Gerald McCoy, the nation’s top defensive tackle, should be 
one of the better incoming freshmen to step on campus since Adrian Peterson's 
arrival. His knowledge of the game already should give him a jump on things. 

Sleeper: Late in the process, all the talk was about in-state gem Daniel 
Tabon (6-3, 215). The Sooners could see big flashes early. 

Bottom line: The Sooners may have had an up-and-down season in 
2005, but the talk of this class is that it should fill some holes nicely for OU. The 
class has players that could see the field early but also add quality depth to 
positions in need of players. 
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-__} Focusing heavily on instant playmakers, the Huskers went the 
junior college route for the 2006 class. Coach Bill Callahan needing to fuse certain 
players for the West Coast offense quickly definitely was evident with this group. 
Nebraska continued success in California with four high school players from the 
Golden State. 

Needing defensive backs, NU went out and picked up the nation’s No. 4 rated 
junior college prospect in cornerback Andre Jones (6-0, 195). Other juco pickups 
that are expected to make instant impacts include wide receiver Maurice Purify 
(6-4, 210), running back Kenny Wilson, and offensive lineman Carl Nicks 
(6-6, 320). Midyear transfer Victory Haines (6-7, 285) should add depth to the 
offensive line. In-state lineman D.J. Jones should also expect to get reps early. 

The defensive line was another big need for the Huskers and they managed 
to put together a mix of high school and junior college players. Defensive tackle 
Brandon Johnson (6-3, 312) should see the field early. Don't forget about 
linebacker Steve Allen (6-2, 230) who has big-hitting mentality on defense and 
great closing speed. 

eadliner: Though his ability at cornerback will be the focus, Fresno 
junior college defender Andre Jones could even see some time at safety or 
returning kicks. He had five interceptions in his final season at the juco level. 

Sleeper: Wide receiver Will Henry came on late in the recruiting scene, 
but the 6-6, 195-pounder could do special things early. His height should get him 
an early look as NU attempts to add size to the wide receiver corps. 

Bottom line: The 2006 class may not have been as highly touted as 
2005, but it certainly filled several needs for NU going into the fall with mature 
players. Receiver and running back additions should help the offense click better. 


Ht/Wt. 
6-4/305 
6-4/225 
6-3/240 
6-0/195 
6-0/205 
6-7/230 
6-0/183 
6-5/200 
6-1/175 
5-10/190 
6-3/205 
6-0/220 
6-8/285 
5-10/160 
5-11/200 
6-3/340 
6-2/220 
6-2/257 
6-3/232 
6-6/231 


Player 

. Gerald McCoy 
Sergio Kindle 

. Eddie Jones 

4, Andre Jones 

. Michael Goodson 
. Jermaine Gresham 
. Demarco Murray 
. Adron Tennell 

. Chykie Brown 

. Vondrell McGee 
. Jevan Snead 

. Kenny Wilson 

. J Marcus Webb 
. Deon Beasley 

. James Johnson 
. Ofa Mohetau 

. Anthony Lewis 
. Lamar Houston 
, Jared Norton 

. Josh Freeman 


. Hometown/School College 
Oklahoma City/Southeast Oklahoma 
Dallas/Wilson Texas 
Kilgore, Texas/Kilgore Texas 
Fresno, Calif./Fresno City College Nebraska 
Klein, Texas/Collins Texas A&M 
Ardmore, Okla/Ardmore Oklahoma 
Las Vegas/Bishop Gorman Oklahoma 

2 Irving, Texas/Irving Oklahoma 
Houston/North Shore Texas 
Longview, Texas/Longview Texas 
Stephenville, Texas/Stephenville Texas 
El Dorado, Kan./Butler C.C. Nebraska 
Mesquite, Texas/North Mesquite Texas 
Orange, Texas/West Orange Stark Texas 
Brenham, Texas/Blinn College Kansas State 
Visalia, Calif,/Sequoias C.C. Texas Tech 
Haltom City, Texas/Haltom Texas A&M 
Colorado Springs/Doherty Texas 
Rowlett, Texas/Rowlett Texas 
Grandview, Mo./Grandview Kansas State 
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~___JEven after a rough first season for new head coach Mike 
Gundy, the Cowboys staff put together one impressive group that was focused 
heavily on Texas. A pair of defensive backs from the Lone Star State, Perrish 
Cox (6-0, 175), who made a late switch from LSU, and Terrance Anderson 

(6-0, 173) were just two of the top pickups from the state. 

Twenty of the total 29 signed for the 2006 class were from Texas. Cox, 
Anderson, and defensive end Ugo Chinasa (6-5, 220) were Top 20 players in the 
Top 100 for the state. Houston linebacker Patrick Lavine (6-2, 210) was one of 
six signees in the Rivals250. 

Running back was satisfied nicely by junior college prospect Dantrell 
Savage (5-11, 195), but the majority of the class was filled by solid defenders. 
The Cowboys picked up five defensive line prospects, linebacker prospects, and 
defensive back prospects to add serious depth to the defense. Quarterback Alex 
Cate (6° 0, ve bigs competition to spring ball. 

: The Signing Day addition of Perrish Cox was definitely the 
cherry on top for the class even with a number of other defensive backs in the 
fold already. Cox was also a top receiver in high school. 

Sleeper: Junior college wide receiver Anthony Parks (6-1, 185) was an 
early graduate and may come in and shake things up after the spring is through. 
He was a top receiver in one of the toughest juco conferences in the country. 

Bottom line: Regardless of the season turnout for Gundy and his 
staff, the 2006 recruiting class filled a lot of needs and added up to a lot of depth. 
The success in the state of Texas should carry over into the next classes. The 
defense was definitely a priority and could see several new faces come fall. 


_Texas A&M __ 


The 2006 class was a bit of a change from the Top 10-rated 


class in 2005, but there were still several needs met, especially at running back 
and on defense. Long-time Oklahoma State commit Michael Goodson (6-0, 
205) was a top prospect that the Aggies never gave up on. Goodson was one of 
four running backs taken in the class but has the best chance of seeing the field 
early. With his big frame and solid speed, the expectations are high 

Other running backs such as Lufkin’s E.J. Shankle (5-10, 180) and Dallas’ 
Cornell Tarrant (5-11, 185) should also provide good competition at the stop. 
Anthony Lewis (6-2, 220) may add big competition to a new defensive scheme. 

Defensive backs were also strengths of the group. Junior college safety 
Jarius Neal (6-3, 218) is expected to contribute immediately and cornerback 
Jordan Pugh (5-11, 190) was one of the state's best at corner and finished his 
senior season at running back with 340 yards in three games. Athlete Jerrod 
Johnson (6-6, 219) played quarterback as a senior and the Aggies will give him 
a look there. 

ei *: There was little doubt just how important the running back 
position andr more septa Michael Goodson was to the class. He has all the 
tools to do big things early and will get that chance. 

Sleeper: After A&M signed his brother in 2005, wide receiver Terrance 
McCoy was not as well known as older sibling, but has a lot of natural ability. 
McCoy is a big, rangy receiver who has enough speed to be one of the Big 12's 
better pass-catchers in the next few seasons. 

Bottom line: Texas A&M's 2006 class may not have been as 
glamorous as 2005, but it filled needs well and several incoming players could 
add their name to the starting list. 


Finding hidden gems is what Texas Tech does better than 
most, but coach Mike Leach definitely capitalized on several blue-chip prospects 
to add to his pass-heavy offense. Athlete Michael Crabtree was the second- 
highest rated athlete in the state of Texas. Playing mostly quarterback through his 
career, at receiver and on special teams is where the 6-1, 190-pounder can be 
special. In a passing offense heavily needing receivers, Crabtree could be an 
instant starter. 
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Tech signed one of the nation’s biggest classes with 
a whopping 34 prospects on the list. This included Top 10 junior 
college prospect Ofa Moheatu (6-3, 340) who should contribute to the 
offensive line early. Athlete Jamar Wall (5-10, 180) is solid fit for the offense at 
running back and will get an early look there. Wall along with Baron Batch 
(5-10, 190) could earn a spot early considering the depth there. 

Quarterback Taylor Potts (6-5, 210) was the only signal-caller taken, but 
his early commitment to Tech stayed true and gives the Red Raiders another 
future thrower to sei around. 

: Crabtree brings a variety of options to the team with his 
time stent at auatterback' in high school but his potential at wide receiver. With 
unmatched quickness at the high school level, big things are expected from 
Crabtree. 

Sleeper: \n-state linebacker Julius Howard saw his stock rise late. 
His natural ability to close fast on the ball should make him an exciting player to 
watch in the future. 

Bottom line: Texas Tech not only signed a large class, but one of real 
difference-makers. Several players on the list could compete early and at the 
minimum add more depth than almost any team in the Big 12. Leach’s talent 
evaluation has always been strong and his classes are getting better each year. 


Kansas 


The Jayhawks targeted a variety of areas around the country 
to build a well-balanced 2006 class. Texas was another familiar area to recruit 
from and Kansas landed 10 from the Lone Star state. Defensive back Anthony 
Webb (6-1, 190) could fill a roll in the likeness of former two-way star Richard 
Gordon. Before the closure of his high school after his junior year, Webb capped 
off the season with an eye-popping 11 interceptions which led the Dallas 
Metroplex. 

KU snagged two quarterbacks that fit the system well. Quarterback Todd 
Reesing (6-0, 180) isn't big on size, but put in the right scheme he can beat 
defenses with his arm or legs. Defensive back was a heavy need and in addition 
to Webb, the postion was fulfilled well. Safety Olaitan Oguntodu (6-1, 200) and 
junior college corner Mike McCoy (5-11, 175) should do big things. 

Oklahoma tight end Bradley Dedeaux (6-2, 238) has a huge upside and 
athlete D’Marcus Lang (6-3, 200) could play a number of different spots. Texas 
running back Donte Bean said after Signing Day that he is working towards an 
instant sige at Kerisas. 

7 Webb's coaches described him as having “cat-like” skills 
and “ unbelievable instincts.” His intention is to compete right away and he'll more 
than likely get plenty of opportunity. 

Sleeper: \n-state signee Jake Sharp (5-10, 173) may still be a way 
from starting, but his speed and quickness should get a chance to show that off 
in Lawrence. 

Bottom line: There is plenty of potential in this class. Though it's not 
as highly rated as others in the Big 12, it is yet another step as coach Mark 
Mangino continues to build up the Kansas program. The additions to the defense 
backfield, skill positions, and the offensive line should make for an exciting future. 


Kansas State 


When coach Bill Snyder stepped down, coach Ron Prince 
had to finish out the 2006 class strong. Though there were several gaps in the 
group when Snyder left, Prince certainly stepped up to the challenge. Quarter- 
back Josh Freeman (6-6, 231) was a long-time Nebraska commit, but Prince 
began hard recruitment before his December graduation and pulled the switch. 
Freeman was the top rated player in the state of Missouri and a member of the 
EASPORTS Elite 11. Arriving in spring, Freeman has a solid shot of contributing. 

Top 10 rated junior college prospect, James Johnson (5-11, 200) has 
speed and then some. His big frame didn’t slow him from running consistent 
4.4-second 40-yard dashes at Blinn College in Texas. He should pick up in the 
tradition of great Wildcat running backs. 

KSU also picked up the top in-state prospect in Pratt offensive tackle Scott 
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Krehbiel (6-7, 280) who has a great frame and plenty of 

room to grow. Junior college players were also heavily targeted 

and considered a big-time success. Defensive backs like Ray Cheatham 

(6-0, 185) and Courtney Edmond (6-2, 220) have college-level experience that 
should bap for bok! competition. 

He: : Freeman's addition to the class was huge considering the 
coaching change: With a pro-style offense being put in place, his competition with 
the rest of the quarterbacks will play a huge roll in Prince's first season at KSU. 

Sleeper: Florida’s hidden gem Josh Moore (5-10, 166) recorded 10 
interceptions as a junior in the highly competitive state. His athleticism should 
transfer well over to the Big 12. 

Bottom line: Prince came in during the middle of the process, but still 
managed to produce a very solid group of prospects to build upon for the 2007 


class. Juco players and a top flight quarterback should produce early results. 


After last year's class, the Tigers wanted to get back to 
recruiting well in their home state. They did a solid job in the 2006 class landing 
two of the state's top five players even with other schools recruiting the state. 
Wide receiver Jeremy Maclin (6-0, 187) was one of those top in-state targets 
that Missouri added late. He was rated among the nation’s top 25 at his position. 

The Tigers also hit multiple talent rich states such as Florida, California, and 
Texas to round out there class. Dual-threat quarterback Dominic Grooms 
(6-1, 172) should add multiple dimensions to the offense that is expected of Tiger 
quarterbacks. Grooms is joined by J.P, Tillman (6-2, 223) to keep that position 
deep. Wide receiver Jared Perry was groomed at a top Texas program at 
La Marque. 

Junior college complimented high school talent in adding depth to the 
defensive back position. The Tigers took six total DB's in the 2006 class. Juco 
prospects Castine Bridges (6-2, 195) and Cornelius Brown (6-0, 200) add 
experience, while high school corners like Kevin Rutland should see bright 
futures. In-state offensive lineman Tim Barnes who was an all-state pick during 
both his sophomore and junior seasons. 

Headliner: Maclin will bring speed to the wide receiver corps. Missouri 
hung tough after his de-commitment from Oklahoma and should come out on top 
in the long run with his athleticism. 

Sleeper: Cornerback Del Howard accumulated a boat load of offers 
after his extremely successful junior season and became one of the most highly 
recruited defensive backs in Texas. Howard will work hard for a spot throughout 
the next few years. 

Bottom line: Several spots that needed to depth were filled by a well- 
rounded group. Several wide receivers and defensive backs were important, as 
well as a young group of quarterbacks, who are on the way up. 


h L 4 
j 3 The Buffaloes were another team adding a new coach to the 
mix in the middle of the 2006 recruiting process. Coach Dan Hawkins brings his 
fast paced offense to the Big 12 but was on a shortened timeframe to finish the 
class. Given the circumstances, several needs were filled. Being the benefactor 
of a late defection from California athlete Jimmy Smith (6-1, 175) boosted the 
group. 

Hawkins son Dan Hawkins (5-11, 176) is a quarterback who followed his 
dad to the new school. He could see some time where he can use both his arm 
and legs to make a play. Defensive end Jason Brace turned down Pac-10 offers 
to head to Colorado. Brace was a Top 10 player in the state of Washington and 
has plenty of upside for growth. In-state tight end Steven Fendry (6-6, 232) 
should also benefit from college nutrition program with such a solid body type. 
The Buffs also locked up three running backs, including California runner 
Demetrius Sumler (5-10, 220) who is a big body with speed on top of that. 
Tree: will be pony of options in the backfield. 

a : Jimmy Smith making a late switch to Colorado ceriainly 
was a nice ii to finish. Smith should add instant depth to the defensive 
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backfield. A great frame on top of speed makes him 
a prototypical safety. 

Sleeper: Sherman Lang is definitely the type of player that is 
deemed a sleeper with as many players that come out of the Sunshine state. His 
skills should develop well at the college level and he can be a great weapon in the 
offense. 

Bottom line: \t's hard to gauge just how good the recruiting class was 
given the shortened time table with coaching changes. However, Smith and 
prospects like Brace are definitely players to build around for the future. 


Known for putting a priority in-state and then to other spots in 
the country, coach Dan McCarney added several pieces to the puzzle. Quarter- 
back Austen Arnaud (6-3, 200) is the type of quarterback the Cyclones are used 
to seeing. The in-state prospect was a target from day one and with his frame, 
arm strength, and ability to move the pocket, sky is the limit for his future in the 
Big 12. 

Texas was another stop for the Cyclone coaches and finding sleeper 
linebacker Fred Garrin (6-1, 215) was certainly well worth it. Garrin will come to 
the team with the ability to play either the weak side or at middle at linebacker. 
Oklahoma running back Josh Johnson (5-10, 204) was another under the radar 
prospect with loads of potential. Home state offensive tackle Matt Hulbert 
(6-7, 274) was a top prospect that received Big 12 interest. 

Defense was definitely a priority for ISU as they took at least 13 players 
that are set to play that side of the ball. Athletes such as Drenard Williams 
(5-10, be could ane be a top defender. 

C : Arnaud's ability to add another top name to the quarterback 
rotation was big for the Cyclones. He should follow the line of highly touted 
signal-callers at ISU. 

Sleeper: Rashawn Parker (6-0, 235) is just a physical sight to see with 
chiseled frame and ability to get even bigger. His desire to be a better player 
should make him one to watch in the next few years. He could play numerous 
positions including linebacker. 

Bottom line: \owa State's class was not at the top of the heap in the 
Big 12, but there were certainly some stars to watch out for starting at quarter- 
back and going all the way into the defense. 


Offensively, the Bears should see many more new faces 
come this fall as they head into another tough year in the Big 12 South. Several 
players are still not at their full potential. Benefiting from New Orleans move-in 
Ernest Smith (6-4, 200) who played his senior season for John Tyler High 
School in Texas, the wide receiver position is certainly well-stocked. Smith 
doesn't lose any speed, even though he's a big-bodied prospect with the ability to 
make the tough catch. 

Smith was just one of five wide receivers taken in the class. Three quarter- 
backs were also a highlight to the group. Dual-threat quarterbacks Anthony 
Norice and Brad Taylor can move the pocket, where Tyler Beatty is a pro-style 
quarterback with the ability to stand back and make the big throw. Running back 
Jay Finley (5-11, 190) made big plays in a tough area for competition. 

One of the more overlooked prospects on the list is defensive back 
Tim Atchison. He’ $ not only armed with athleticism but uncanny field smarts. 

=f : Smith's addition to the class certainly capped off one of the 
better groups of wide receivers in the conference. He truly is the total package 
with size, speed, quickness, and the ability to catch the tough catch. 

Sleeper: Late in the process, colleges found out about the untapped 
potential of Bradenton, Florida offensive guard Jeremy Michel (6-5, 280). 

His growth in college should make for some big competition on the offensive line. 

Bottom line: Baylor came up with the bottom class in the Big 12, but 
there is plenty for fans to be excited about with the offensive weapons coming in. 
Also, getting 2005 receiver David Gettis enrolled after academic issues arose last 
year is another big reason to watch out for this class. 
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Younger than Young, Tougher than Tough 


exas is out to prove that its drive to its 
‘Ti national championship in 35 years 
wasn't a one-man show. 

No Longhorn will dispute the role quarter- 
back Vince Young played in last season’s 
13-0 run to the national title. Young's con- 
siderable talents were never more evident 
than in his engineering of the 41-38 Rose 
Bowl victory over Southern California. 

Young and eight other starters from the 
national championship game won't be 
around this season, but their departure sig- 
nals nothing to suggest a changing of atti- 
tude in Austin. 

“Our guys did not come out of the nation- 
al championship game complacent,” Texas 
coach Mack Brown said. “We had our tough- 
est spring we have had since I've been at 
Texas. The players got up at 6 a.m. every day 


for offseason weight training. That's encour- 
aging. 

“Over the last 19 games we played, all peo- 
ple wanted to talk about was Vince Young 
and what he was doing. Our team played at a 
very high level throughout that streak, and 
we emphasize that it’s a team game.” 

The topic of conversation leading up to 
this season certainly centers on who will 
replace Young, the Longhorns’ starter the 
past 32 games and a consensus All-American 
last season. 

The task will fall onto the shoulders of two 
quarterbacks that have never taken a snap in 
a college game — redshirt freshman Colt 
McCoy and true freshman Jevan Snead. 

McCoy, a two-time all-stater in Texas, 
threw for 9,344 yards and 116 touchdowns in 
high school, while Snead, a Parade All- 


Big 12 Conference Picks 


American who entered Texas a semester early 
and participated in spring practice, passed 
for 6,571 yards and 67 scores in 25 games as 
a junior and senior. 

“Right now, we plan on playing both our 
young quarterbacks because we don't have 
anyone with any experience,” Brown said. “We 
know we might struggle some there early, but 
we have to get both of them snaps.” 

McCoy and Snead will be surrounded with 
enough talent that stamps Texas as the team 
to beat in the Big 12 Conference. The 
Longhorns’ return three offensive linemen 
who should be high draft picks next spring, 
four backs that ran for 2,284 yards and 41 
touchdowns, and all but one of the receivers 
who combined for 142 receptions. 

Defensively, seven starters are back. Five of 
the seven received some type of all-conference 


Big 12 South GOOD NEWS BAD NEWS OUR CALL 
- RG ; rrr 
Defense could be better than last year; UT doesn't have a Vince Young clone, justa ‘If new QBs don’t get in the way, Texas has the , 
1, Texas RBs and WRs are top flight. couple of teenagers. goods to be great. 
2. Oklahoma Bob Stoops (one who knows) says OU Four new starters on offensive line; ques- lf Adrian Peterson is healthy and defense lives up 


defense could be “really special.” 


tionable depth at quarterback. 


to hype ... watch out, ’Horns: 


3. Texas Tech Receivers among the best in the land: No fifth-year senior to step in at quarter- Offense will find a way, but Tech might go as far as » 


defense continues to improve. 


4, Texas AEM ready to take over offense. 


5. Oklahoma St. i shimoaiihenizin 


6. Baylor 


‘season of bow! eligibility. 


Pr gi Re TR ARO PT By SST o oF REACT ATA 
|. Nebraska © QB Zac Taylor ready to flourish; lineback- 


ers among nation’s finest. 


2. lowe State 


back; untested running backs. 


107th nationally last season. 


one Big 12 game. 


only four starters back on D. 


Once-vaunted running game produced just 
10 touchdowns last season. 


its defense takes it. 


/ Sophomore QB Stephen McGee appears Aggies’ once-proud Wrecking Crew ranked A&M will get back in bow! picture this season... > 


but how big? 


* Healthy QB Bobby Reid and improvement Defense gave up at least 34 points in all but + Cowboys improve in Mike Gundy’s second season, » 


but still no title challenger. 


( Bears came within one victory last Offense must master a new Spread system; Almost got to a bowl last year .,. taking that final 


step won't be easy. 


ET PETE T I ET TS NEL RET TEP I OEE TIT Oe 
Makeover of Husker program seems ready to pro- 


duce something beautiful. 


( QB Bret Meyer, TB Stevie Hicks headline Two top defenders — LB Matt Roberston, Cyclones will have to score a lot of points to over- » 


experienced offense. DE Jason Berryman — were booted. come leaky defense. 
3. Missouri Offense has solid front line, great TEs Secondary looks shaky; replacing QB Brad Tigers need something good to keep heat off Gary 
, and emerging playmakers. Smith is no easy task. Pinke! (29-30, 5 years). 
4. Colorado ( Everybody seemed to want Dan Hawkins; Finding a QB to run his spread offense is A season in transition should be worth the good = 
. the Buffs got him. Hawkins’ biggest challenge. stuff down the road. 
5. Kansas Last year was first winning season since KU wasn't great on offense last season; now —_—- Will need a few surprises from youngsters to match » 
: 10 victories in 1995. has redshirt frosh at OB. last season's 7-5 record. 
MAGE tee PE LEER TIRUT PEE Minho mibai nan Bina tinier oe nn honie me Bill Gronionnbaccn reno hae Dees hn hee, 
6. Kansas State | Wildcats return more starters (19) than Many of those starters were a part of back- Bill Snyder was great, but Ron Prince brings a 


anyone in the Big 12. 
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to-back losing seasons. 


breath of fresh air to Wildcats. 
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Lindy’s 2006 
ALL-BIG 12 Team 


OFFENSE - First Team 


QB Bret Meyer Jr. lowa State 
RB Adrian Peterson dr. Oklahoma 
RB Jamaal Charles So. Texas 
Todd Blythe Jr. lowa State 
Jarrett Hicks Sr. Texas Tech 
Martin Rucker ur Missouri 

Lyle Sendlein Sr. Texas 
Justin Blalock Sr. Texas 
Mark Fenton Sr. Colorado 
Kasey Studdard Sr. Texas 
Corey Hilliard Sr. Oklahoma St. 
Terrence Nunn dr. Nebraska 
Mason Crosby Sr. Colorado 
Larry Birdine Sr. Oklahoma 
Adam Carriker Sr. Nebraska 

Tim Crowder Sr. Texas 
Brent Curvey Sr. lowa State 
Rufus Alexander Sr. Oklahoma 
Thaddeus Washington Sr. Colorado: 
Corey McKeon Jr. Nebraska 
Michael Griffin Sr. Texas 
David Overstreet Sr. Missouri 

C.J. Wilson Sr. Baylor 

J.J. Billingsley Sr. Colorado 
Daniel Sepulveda Sr. Baylor 

Zac Taylor Sr. Nebraska 
Courtney Lewis Sr. Texas A&M 
Mike Hamilton So. Oklahoma St. 

Joel Filani Sr. Texas Tech 
D'Juan Woods Sr. Oklahoma St. 
Matt Herian Sr. Nebraska 

Kurt Mann Sr. Nebraska 
Aaron Brant Sr. lowa State 

Joel Clinger Sr. Missouri 
Scott Stephenson Sr. lowa State 
Manuel Ramirez Sr. ‘Texas Tech 
DeAndre Jackson Sr. lowa State 
Jason Congdon So. Nebraska 

DL Calvin Thibodeaux Sr. Oklahoma 
DL Frank Okam dr. Texas 
DL Brian Smith Sr. Missouri 
DL C.J. Ah You St. Oklahoma 
LB Robert Killebrew Jr. Texas 
LB Justin Warren Sr. Texas A&M 
LB KeyuntaDawson Sr. Texas Tech 
DB Melvin Bullitt Sr. Texas A&M 
DB Agib Talib So. Kansas 
DB Marcus Watts — Jr. Kansas State 
DB Reggie Smith So. Oklahoma 
P Justin Brantly So. Texas A&M 
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mention, while linebacker Rashad Bobino was 
a first-team Freshman All-American. 

If Texas stumbles, arch-rival Oklahoma will 
be looming. The Sooners’ offense has 11 play- 
ers with starting experience, including All- 
America running back Adrian Peterson. Yet, 
it’s the Oklahoma defense, with eight players 
who have started seven or more games, that 
really has coach Bob Stoops excited. 

“Last year, we were No. 1 in the league in 
total defense, and that’s a plus and some- 
thing to build on for 2006,” Stoops said. 

“The defensive line has a chance to be 
really special, and C.J. Ah You is one of the 
best pass rushers in the conference. We also 
have a great secondary and some guys who 
can go to the football. We're confident defen- 
sively at all positions.” 

Stoops’ main concern is rebuilding an 
offensive line that lost four starters. However 
it comes together, keeping Peterson healthy 
is imperative. 

He missed all or at least half of four games 
last season, but still rushed for more yardage 
than any other Big 12 back. Peterson heads 
into his junior season eighth on Oklahoma's 
career rushing chart with 3,033 yards, need- 
ing 1,086 yards to pass school-record holder 


Adrian Peterson 
RB, Oklahoma 


Bret Meyer 
QB, lowa State 


Mos! Accurate Passer 
Strongest Arm_ 

Best Scrambler 
Coolest in the Clutch 
Toughest to Bring Down 
Best Hands | 


Most Dangerous Deep Threat 
Best Pass Blocker 

Best Run Blocker 

Best Pass Rusher x 
Best Cover Man 

Special Teams Demon 
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Billy Sims. 

The rest of the teams in the South carry 
enough issues that likely will keep them 
from challenging Texas and Oklahoma for 
divisional supremacy. 

The same holds true in the North, which 
again takes on a mixed-up look. On paper, 
Nebraska appears capable of making another 
step forward in Bill Callahan's third season. 
But concerns about a young running back 
group, the offensive line, the gut of the 
defense (tackles and safeties), and punting, 
should keep folks in Lincoln from making 
non-refundable travel plans for the Big 12 
championship game. 

Still, the Huskers have one of the top 
returning quarterbacks in the league in sen- 
ior Zac Taylor and a six-pack of linebackers 
that could be as strong as any in the country. 

“There's no doubt in my mind that our kids 
will be ready for the season,” said Callahan, 
13-10 in his two seasons at Nebraska. 

“Zac Taylor gives us continuity, which is 
huge in our system. Zac has had a great 
spring. He has a better grasp at what we are 
doing and is really taking command over the 
situation and has accepted all the challenges.” 

— Steve Pivovar 


Sergio Kindle 
LB, Texas 


Adam Carriker 
DE, Nebraska 


Coach 
Adrian Peterson, RB 
Jarrett Hicks, WR 

Todd Blythe, WR 

Justin Blalock, OT 

Kasey Stu OG 
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Montana State at Colorado 
illinois State at Kansas State 


Ohio State at Texas 


Nebraska at USC 
lowa State at lowe 
Texas A&M at Army 


Colorado at Georgia 
lowa State at Texas 


Texas Tech at Texas ASM 
Kansas at Nebraska 


Texas vs. Oklahoma (Dallas) 
Nebraska at lowa State 


Nebraska at Kansas State 


Texas at Nebraska 
Colorado at Oklahoma 


Texas at Texas Tech 
Oklahoma at Missouri 


Missouri at Nebraska 
Oklahoma at Texas ASM 


Texas at Kansas State 
Texas Tech at Oklahoma 


Colorado at Nebraska 
Texas A&M at Texas 


Oklahoma at Oklahoma State 
Kansas at Missouri 
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Will the Buffs score 50 to open the Dan Hawkins era in Boulder? 
For first time in 18 seasons, Bill Snyder won't be on K-State sideline. 


Longhorns used last-minute victory over Bucks to jumpstart title run. 


Measuring-stick game for Nebraska's progress. 
Hawkeyes’ offense will put Cyclones defense to severe test. 
Aggies’ band can show Army's cadets a thing or two about marching. 


Buffaloes wrap up challenging non-league slate between the hedges. 
Cyclones haven't had to face Longhorns for past two years. 


Raiders’ young quarterbacks get Big 12 baptism with tough early trip, 
Jayhawks haven't won in Lincoln since LBU was president. 


Can Longhorns make it two in a row over Sooners? 
Huskers have watched Cyclones celebrate in past two games in Ames. 


K-State might be using frosh QB Josh Freeman, a one-time NU commit. 


Longhorns posted dramatic victories in their last two trips to Lincoln. 
Oklahoma defense will look to shut down Dan Hawkins’ offense. 


Longhorns have struggled in recent visits to SBC Stadium in Lubbock. 
Sooners, then Huskers, put make-or-break twist to Mizzu’s midseason. 


Tigers spanked NU last season but Brad Smith no longer around, 
Sooners could turn up the heat under Dennis Franchione. 


Longhorns are the kind of team KSU hasn't beaten in a while. 
Sooners still convinced Taurean Henderson didn't score on last play, 


Visiting team has won the last four times these rivals have met. 
Aggies have been on the short end of the score in past six meetings. 


Adrian Peterson could top the 237 yards he gained in last season's meeting. 


Gary Pinkel might get run out if Missouri loses fourth straight to KU. 


Champion BCS (National Title Game if 
ranked No. 1 or No. 2, otherwise Fiesta) 


Big 12 #2 Cotton vs. SEC #2 

Big 12 #3 Holiday vs. Pac-10 #2 

Big 12 #4 Alamo vs. Big 10 #4 

Big 12 #5 Sun or Gator vs. ACC or Pac-10 
Big 12 #6 Insight vs. Big 10 

Big 12 #7 Independence vs. SEC 

Big 12 #8 Houston vs. SEC 

Note: A decision about the future of the 
Houston Bowl! was to be made in summer. 
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IT’S THE MOST 
FLEXIBLE VEHICLE OUT THERE. 


ALL NEW CHEVY AVALANCHE Pickup or SUV? Yes. The 2007 Chevy Avalanche with the GM-exclusive Midgate 
available rearview camera helps you see what’s behind you. Plus, with the lockable three-piece cargo cover in place, all your gear is 
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AROUND THE BIG 12 


Hawk and Prince Move to Center Stage 


A Hawk and a Prince are the new kids on the Big 
12 block. 

Dan Hawkins at Colorado and Ron Prince at 
Kansas State are new head coaches at schools 
where the programs had a certain old-school flavor. 

Hawkins takes over for hard-nosed Gary 
Barnett, whose system produced four of the past 
five Big 12 North Division titles. Prince replaces a 
legend at Kansas State, taking over for Bill Snyder. 

How old school was Snyder? Not exactly an Ipod 
guy ... you won't find him text messaging on his Razr 
... the man doesn't even know how to use e-mail. 

Prince is 30 years younger than Snyder, who 
took Kansas State from the depths to unprece- 
dented heights during his 17-year run. Prince's 
players are getting used to a style that is 180 
degrees different from that of Snyder's. 

“If you were talking to Coach Snyder,” senior 
linebacker Brandon Archer said, “either something 
had to be done, or you were in trouble. Coach 
Prince's door is open at all times. You can say hello, 
watch TV.” 

That doesn’t mean that things are getting warm 
and fuzzy in Manhattan. Prince, the second- 
youngest head coach in Division I-A, maintains that 
he is not very different than the man he replaced. 

“I think people get confused in styles and 
processes,” Prince said. “If you just think about 
the differences in our ages, I think that maybe 
addresses the styles and processes. I think our core 
values ... we have a lot more in common than we 


do different. 

“Everybody thinks coaching is wearing a bad- 
looking sweat suit and yelling and cussing a lot, 
and demanding and being demeaning and being 
this curmudgeon. I might have been that coach 
when I got to some of these places I coached in the 
past. I tried to grow out of that.” 

Prince comes to Kansas State from Virginia, 
where he was offensive coordinator for the past 
three years. He grew up 20 miles from Manhattan in 
Junction City, Kan., the son of a non-commissioned 
officer in the U.S. Army stationed at Fort Riley. 

“Tm very old school,” Prince said. “Growing up 
a military kid, particularly in an NCO’s house, 
there's not a lot of foolishness going on.” 

Anyone stumbling across a Colorado practice in 
the spring might have mistakenly assumed that it 
was fun and games for the Buffaloes. 

Hawkins had his players compete to see how far 
they could slide on their stomachs in the snow. 
He lined up his 300-pounders to catch punts and 
defend passes. 

But Hawkins didn’t win 83 percent of his games in 
five seasons at Boise State with mere fun and games. 
He's dead serious when it comes to the subject of 
keeping the Buffaloes contending for a championship. 

“T thoroughly expect us to get back in the mix,” 
Hawkins said. “We have a good nucleus of players. 
Gary brought great kids in here. We have to get up 
with them, and they have to catch up with us on 
what we want them to do.” 


Things figure to be a little more wide open 
offensively. Boise State ranked in the Top 10 
nationally in scoring the past four seasons and reg- 
ularly averaged more than 200 yards a game each 
running and passing. 

“Well try to do some innovative things,” 
Hawkins said. “We are not afraid to do reverse 
passes and throwbacks and double passes.” 


Real Calm Under Real Pressure 

Bob Stoops blacked out one afternoon in the 
offseason ... and couldn't have been more excited. 

The Oklahoma coach went on the ride of his life 
when he flew with the Navy's Blue Angels during 
an air show in Fort Worth. The hour-long flight 
started with a vertical climb to 7,000 feet, and 
Stoops said at one point he and his pilot were fly- 
ing upside down at about 1,000 feet. 

“Tt was awesome. What an experience,” Stoops 
said. “The force and power in the jet and the pre- 
cision and skill of the pilot are overwhelming. 
Tt was just amazing.” 

Stoops experienced G-forces up to 7.8 during 
one tum. 

“He lost me there. You just black out for 
a second or two,” Stoops said. “The pilot was talk- 
ing me through it the entire time. Of course, it 
doesn’t faze them a bit.” 


NU's Glenn Knocking On Wood 
Nebraska I-back Cody Glenn, expected to 


Four-Year Standings 


Maybe an East-West split might work a little better. As it is, Colorado is the only team in the North Division that has a winning record in 


conference action over the past four years. 


In the South, meantime, Texas has finally caught Oklahoma, and Baylor finally got itself out of the division cellar last season, so it has 


something to build upon. 


One of the biggest surprises, though, is Texas A&M struggling along, having been to just one bowl in this four-year snapshot. Now entering his 
fourth season, Aggies coach Dennis Franchione has players he recruited ... soa move in the right direction would be a good move at this point. 


Northern Division BIG 12 Pet. AN Pet c 8 Comment 

Coloratio 19-18 594 29-28 2.558 3/1 0 3 One team in North with winning Big 12 mark. 

Kansas State 16-16 500 31-18 620 1/1 1 2 Can Wildcats recover from sudden fatle? 

Nebraska 15-17 .469 30-20 © .600 0/0 0 3 Finally optimism, but time to make a move. 

Missouri 13-19 406 25-23 21 0/0 0 2 Now what for the Tigers? 

lowa State “1220 «4875=Ss«28-27)sisBOsC“‘<«é‘ézSSCOSsCiSS*«C yon seeking consistency. == 
Kansas 8-24 .250 18-28 396 0/0 0 2 Jayhawks look for successive bowl trips. 

Southern Division BIG 12 Pet. All Pct & 8 Comment 

Texas 28-4 875 45-6 882 2a 2 4 Longhorns finally overtake Sooners! 

Oklahoma 28-4 875 44-9 830 3/2 3 a So, UT has now won once in six years. 

Texas Tech “2042 «625s84-17—(‘«“TSitisi(itistsC«SSs«P@ Rade the Big 12's No.3 programnow?  — 
Oklahoma State 15-17 469 28-22 560 0/0 0 3 Lousy 2005 is a setback for Cowboys. 

Texas A&M 13-19 406 22-25 = 468 0/0 0 1 Only Baylor has fewer bowl trips!! 

Baylor 5-27 -187 13-33 .283 0/0 0 0 Not last in ‘05; things are looking up! 


Note: C=Championship or co-championship; BCS=BCS Bowls; B=Bowls 
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contend for a starting spot this fall, escaped seri- 
ous injury when involved in a car accident on his 
way home for the summer. 

Glenn, from Rusk, Texas, was driving from 
Lincoln when the accident occurred in May. 
According to Glenn’s high school coach, Wayne 
Mahaffey, the car Glenn was driving drove into the 
back of a semi-trailer truck. 

Mahaffey told The Omaha World-Herald that 
Glenn's car veered into the median, momentarily 
crossing into the northbound lane, and then came 
back into the southbound lane. Glenn did not 
require medical attention. 

“He got off extremely lucky,” Mahaffey said. 
“No physical problems for him at all, and nobody 
else got hurt. It could have been a tragedy — and 
not even a bump.” 

Glenn rushed for 131 yards in seven games last 
season and was second among Husker I-backs with 
four touchdowns. The 6-0, 230-pound sophomore 
is expected to challenge Marlon Lucky for the 
No. 1 spot in the fall. 


Cotton Bowl Keeps Red River Rivalry 

The Red River Rivalry will remain in Dallas until 
at least 2010. 

Officials at Texas and Oklahoma announced dur- 
ing the offseason that they've agreed to keep their 
annual football game at the Cotton Bowl for 
another five years, replacing the current contract 


that runs through 2008. The game has been played 
on a neutral field in Dallas every year since 1929. 

“The experience has been wonderful,” Texas 
athletic director DeLoss Dodds said in a statement. 
“The game is a tradition.” 

But school officials had been concerned the 
75-year-old stadium had long ago stopped being 
a premier facility and considered moving the game 
to their home fields. Dallas officials had proposed 
a $50-million renovation that would push capacity 
beyond 90,000. The new deal does not require any 
improvements to the stadium. Any renovation 
decisions would be made by the city of Dallas or 
the Texas State Fair. 


That's Miami, Fla. ... not Miami, Ohio 

What in the name of Snyder is going on at 
Kansas State? Snyder was infamous in his 17 sea- 
sons as head coach for loading up the Wildcats’ 
non-conference schedule with cupcake opponents. 

Prince has scheduled a home-and-home series 
with Miami for the 2011 and 2012 season. The 
Hurricanes have scheduled an appearance in 
Manhattan on Sept. 8, 2012, although there is talk 
the game will be moved to Arrowhead Stadium in 
Kansas City. 


Extra Points 
Iowa State linebacker Matt Robertson's career 
end came to a premature end when he tested 


positive for a nutritional substance banned by 
the NCAA. The violation carries an automatic 
one-season suspension. Robertson tied for the 
team lead in tackles last season with 103, while 
starting all 12 games his junior season. He red- 
shirted during his freshman year. His only 
option to play next season is to transfer to 
a non-Division I-A program. ... - 

Sign that the times they are a’changing: Last 
season, Nebraska passed 444 times and rushed 420 
times. ... 

Texas A&M head coach Dennis Franchione says 
he is impressed with linebacker Mark Dodge, 25, 
a junior college transfer who spent four years in 
the Army and was stationed at the Pentagon on 
Sept. 11, 2001, when American Airlines Flight 77 
was flown into the building by terrorists. 
Franchione said Dodge comes to the sport with 
“more of a purpose and mission” than many 
younger players. Dodge made six tackles in the 
spring game. ... 

Kansas’ possible starting quarterback in 
2006 sat out the 2005 season, in part, 
because of a heart condition that led to sur- 
gery. Redshirt freshman Kerry Meier, brother 
of Kansas State quarterback Dylan Meier, 
passed for 184 yards in the Jayhawks’ spring 
game. He threw for three touchdowns and ran 
for another. 


The Big 12 had the national championship team, but it was a disappointing year for the league in terms of producing NFL talent. The confer- 
ence had 29 players selected, the lowest figure among the five biggest conferences: the ACC had 51, followed by the Big Ten (41), SEC (37) and 


Pac-10 (32). 


Texas produced the two highest picks — Vince Young at No. 3 overall and Michael Huff at No. 7 — but there wasn’t much else elite talent in 
the league, with only 11 selections in the first three rounds. 


BIG Il2 in the ZOOS NFL 


Re Pict Baylor — Pos AFLTeam th OP Pas, ‘NEL Team 
7 229 Willie Andrews CB New England 1 23 Davin Joseph G Tampa Bay 
2 56 Chris Chester C Baltimore 
P tla ~ Pos, Team 3 73 Dusty Dvoracek DT Chicago 
2 46 Joe Klopfenstein TE St. Louis 3 78 Travis Wilson WR Cleveland 
5 147 Jeremy Bloom WR Philadelphia 3 80 Clint Ingram OLB Jacksonville 
5 166 Quinn Sypniewski TE Baltimore 6 195 J.D. Runnels FB Chicago 
6 180 Lawrence Vickers FB Cleveland 
Oklahoma State Pos. : 
‘Pas. 6 199 Charlie Johnson OT Indianapolis 
Pick Texas. Pos, NFL Team 
1 3 Vince Young QB Tennessee 
1 7 Michael Huff SS Oakland 
2 48 Cedric Griffin CB Minnesota 
: 3 86 Dave Thomas TE New England 
Ril, ( sha 0s. | 5 141 Jonathan Scott oT Detroit 
2 40 Daniel Bullocks Ss Detroit 7 226 Rodrique Wright DT Miami 
6 203 Sam Koch P Baltimore ‘ 
6 206 Le Kevin Smith DT New England “Bi _Pick Texas A&M Pos. NEL Team. 
7 220 Titus Adams DT N.Y. Jets 6 183 Johnny Jolly DT Green Bay 
- <a 6 193 Reggie McNeal QB Cincinnati 
4 103 Brad Smith WR N.Y. Jets RL Pick Texas Tech Pos, ‘NFL Team 
7 243 Tony Palmer G St. Louis 7 224 Whitley, E.J. Ig Dallas 
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RATING THE BIG 
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QUARTERBACKS 


——— ee 


\ 


ORR raat | Imost half of the league's teams, includin 
lows State bachsh adel — 
lefending national champion Texas, figure to 
See __-OPEN the season with a new starting quarterback. 
Nebraska 


The competition in Austin is most intriguing, of 
ea, COUISE. Redshirt freshman Colt McCoy and Jevan 
Oklahoma Snead, a Parade All-American who graduated from 
high school a semester early, will continue to compete 


LF wa . 
Baylor in the fall to replace Rose Bow! MVP Vince Young. 
In his first two seasons as lowa State’s starter, 
‘Kansas State’ State Bret Meyer has completed 62 percent of his passes 


while throwing for 4,802 yards. A junior, Meyer 
SSlaS_~Ss ready ranks fourth on ISU’s career passing chart 


Texas Tech and third in total offense. 
[ee Zac Taylor started slowly as he adjusted from 
Texas j junior college to Nebraska’s complex West Coast 
offense, but he finished strong, setting single-season 
Missouri school records for passing yards (2,653) and touch- 
downs (19). 
“Oklahoma St. » Rhett Bomar became a starter in Oklahoma's sec- 


ond game, and began to show positive signs late in 
SSL __ the season, passing 1,008 yards in the final five 
Texas ABM games, with six TDs and three interceptions. 
Baylor's Shawn Bell went 5-4 as a starter while 


Colorado completing a school-record 59.9 percent of his 
passes. He gets to work out of a new spread offense 
Kansas this season. 


RECEIVERS 


(Texas Tech > 
i - Te h back (chances are good that he will), the Red 


TS _«CRaiiders have no shortage of receivers who can 
Texas catch the ball. 
ee Returning starters Jarrett Hicks, Joel Filani and 
“ otis State Robert Johnson combined for 197 receptions, 
2,853 yards and 22 touchdowns. Hicks and Filani 


Oklahoma St. earned first-team all-league honors, while Johnson 


was a second-team selection. 
Kansas State 


Texas also has an experienced group of receivers. 
— Billy Pittman, a former high school quarterback, led 


—- the group with 34 catches and 750 yards. Four of 

Missouri Pittman’s catches resulted in gains of 62 yards or 

See -More. Junior Limas Sweed emerged as a big-play 
Oklahoma threat, with 36 receptions for 545 yards, setting 

a career high with eight catches in the Rose Bowl. 

f Nebraska ; lowa State has starters back in Todd Blythe and 


Austin Flynn, along with the tight end tandem of 
Texas AGM Ben Barkema and Walter Nickel. Blythe, a junior, 
already holds the school record with 18 touchdown 
receptions, and he’s averaged more than 20 yards 


Baulo F on his 90 career receptions. 
ao The Cyclones’ receiving corps is still deep, even 
Kansas if Jon Davis (Achilles’ injury in the spring) doesn’t 


make it back. 
Colorado 
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f Texas Tech coach Mike Leach can find a quarter- ' 


Baylor 


“Dkiahoma > 


RUNNING BACKS 


(eae aT Texas | ee has a trio of runners in Jamaal Charles, 


Selvin Young and Henry Melton. Ramonce Taylor 


SBlshoma> has been dismissed from the team pending resolu- 


tion of a legal problem. 

Taylor did start four of the last five games — 
finishing with 513 yards rushing and 265 yards 
receiving — so he will be missed if not reinstated. 

But if that means more carries for Charles and 
Young, with Melton doing the short-yardage work, 


Oklahome St.. 
Te {as AEM mt A> that’s not a bad way to be, either. All the backs had 


at least one game last season in which they rushed 
for at least 75 yards, and all are competent receivers. 
Charles, the Big 12’s Offensive Freshman of the 
Year, led the group with 878 yards. 
Oklahoma's Adrian Peterson got derailed by an 
ankle injury last season but still rushed for more 


' Nebraska > than 1,000 yards, and rates as the top running back 


in college football. 
lowa State's Stevie Hicks also spent considerable 
time on the sidelines with an undisclosed injury. 


“Kansas A healthy Hicks, along with short-yardage banger 


aa Ryan Kock, gives the Cyclones’ a solid 1-2 punch. 

Oklahoma State has a budding star in Mike 
Hamilton, who rushed for 961 yards as a freshman. 
Only Peterson’s 1,104 yards were more by a Big 12 
back in 2005. 


oe a a ee 


xa5 exas lost a pair of All-Americans from a line that ' 
“Texas. > | anc the way for the Longhorns to score an 


ss aa NCAA-record 652 points and gain a school-record 
exes Tech 6,657 yards. Jonathan Scott and Will Allen will be 


missed, but the Longhorns have more All-American 


Tos State > candidates. 


Leading the way is right tackle Justin Blalock, who 
has the look of a high NFL draft pick. There are also 
stars at center (Lyle Sendlein) and guard (Kasey 


“Missouri > Studdard), with Tony Hills and Cedric Dockery the 


leading candidates to replace Scott and Allen. 
Guard Manuel Ramirez, a second-team all-league 

pick last season, anchors a Texas Tech front that 

includes three other returning starters — tackles 


Nebraska Gabe Hall and Glenn January, and center Brandon 
Jones. 
Colorado lowa State also returns four starters and has 


honors candidates in center Scott Stephenson and 


§ Texas AEM » Aaron Brant, a starter in 34 straight games. 


Kansas State's injury-wracked line took its lumps 


ES Sr, Sa last season, but the Wildcats return six players with 


e starting experience; senior guard Greg Wafford is 
the best of the bunch. The interior of K-State’s line 
should be especially strong. 
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Looks Like Texas Just Needs a Quarterback 


ee 


klahoma is absolutely loaded with talent at the 

ends, with returning starters C.J. Ah You (the 
Big 12's Defensive Newcomer of the Year) and Calvin 
Thibodeaux, the team leader in 2005 with 10 sacks. 
But that’s not all. 

Larry Birdine, a preseason All-Big 12 pick last year, 
is back from injury, as is John Williams. 

The Sooners must replace Dusty Dvoracek at 
tackle, but Carl Pendleton returns, and there is fine 
depth. Big things are expected from freshman Gerald 
McCoy, the nation’s No. 1 prospect at the position. 

As on offense, Texas loses a pair of key contribu- 
tors on the defensive line. All-American Rod Wright 
and Larry Dibbles are gone, but four very good play- 
ers return to maintain a high level of performance. 

Tim Crowder, a three-year starter, and Brian 
Robison, a two-year starter, give the Longhorns an 
imposing end tandem, with super sophomore Brian 
Orakpo pressing for a greater role. Second-team All- 
Big 12 tackle Frank Okam anchors the middle, with 
Derek Lokey and Tully Janszen expected to step up. 

Brian Smith headlines Missouri's four returning 
starters. Nebraska has a solid foundation with 
All-American prospect Adam Carriker and steady 
Jay Moore at ends. 


LINEBRCKERS 


f all hands are healthy, Nebraska’s linebacking 

corps could really put a hurt on opponents. 

The Huskers lost Steve Octavien (leg), Stewart 
Bradley (knee) and Bo Ruud (arm) to season-ending 
injuries last season. All are expected to be ready this 
season, joining Corey McKeon, Lance Brandenburgh 
and Phillip Dillard to give the Huskers six outstand- 
ing linebackers. 

Octavien is the wild card; he earned a starting job 
in spring 2005, but lasted just one quarter before 
breaking his leg. 

Texas must overcome the loss of Butkus semifinal- 
ist Aaron Harris but returns starters in Freshman All- 
American Rashad Bobino and Robert Killebrew. Drew 
Kelson made a smooth transition from safety to line- 
backer last season, and played key roles in Texas 
victories over Ohio State and Southern California. 

All-American candidate Rufus Alexander and Zach 
Latimer finished 1-2 on Oklahoma's tackle chart last 
season, and highly regarded sophomores Curtis 
Lofton and Ryan Reynolds will compete with Demarrio 
Pleasant for the other spot in the Sooners’ lineup. 

Thaddaeus Washington had 102 tackles, including 
13 for loss, and joins Jordon Dizon to give Colorado 
two linebackers capable of contending for postsea- 

son honors. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


© Coloredo > NJ 0 team in the country has a special-teams 
=—- ae? weapon to match the booming leg of Colorado's 


SECONDARY 4 


Ie hole as klahoma returns two starters (and another part- 
“Dkishama> () se aly 


timer) from a secondary that, in conference 


games, ranked first in completion percentage 
defense, second in passing efficiency defense and 
third in passing yardage. 

Reggie Smith started at strong safety as a true 
freshman and is one of the league’s up-and-comers; 
he's now at cornerback playing opposite D.J. Wolfe. 
There is good depth, which will improve when 
several newcomers make bids for playing time in 
August. 

With only one senior among OU'’s projected top 
eight defensive backs, the Sooners’ defensive back- 
field is only going to get better and better. 

Speed in the secondary might be a concern at 
Colorado, but here’s thinking the Buffaloes do a lot 
of improving with all four starters returning ... 
plus 2004 starter Terrence Wheatley, a cornerback, 
returns after missing last season due to injury. 

By the upcoming season, Texas could be No. 1 
in this category, led by senior Michael Griffin, who 
logged a team-high 124 tackles and intercepted 
three passes last season. Cornerback Tarell Brown 
has started 23 games in his Longhorn career, while 
promising cornerback Aaron Ross made two starts 

last season. 
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Mason Crosby. 

The senior All-American made 22 of 29 field goal 
attempts last season, and new coach Dan Hawkins 
says he plans to get Crosby a 70-yard attempt to try 
to break the NCAA record. 

The Buffaloes will need to replace punter John Torp, 
but have a solid return man in Stephone Robinson. 

Baylor punter Daniel Sepulveda is trying to join 
Mike Singletary as the school’s only three-time All- 
Americans. To do so, he'll have to come back sooner 
than expected from a torn ACL in his (non-kicking) 
right knee sustained in the spring. October was the 
doctors’ target. 

The Bears also have an experienced kicker in Ryan 
Havens, whose 16 field goals last season were the 
second-highest total in school history. 

Kicker Garrett Hartley and return man Reggie 
Smith give Oklahoma experienced performers at 
those positions, but punter Cody Freeby was kicked 
off the team for disciplinary reasons. 

Texas Tech's Alex Trlica finished second in the Big 
12 in kick scoring and converted 13 of 18 field goal 
attempts, and the Red Raiders also return punter 

Alex Reyes. 
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YEAR 


IN REVIEUJ 


THE RACE 

From the beginning of the season — right from September 10 when 
Vince Young led Texas past Ohio State — the Longhorns didn't feel as 
though they were very involved in the Big 12 race. That had almost 
immediately become a foregone conclusion. 

And by early October, when they dispatched Oklahoma, 45-12, the 
Longhorns were biding their time for their chance to take on top-ranked 
Southern California in the Rose Bowl. But if they were bored by their 
succession of big wins — they scored at least 40 points in every confer- 
ence game — it didn’t show. 

Week by week, the Big 12 race became more and more anticlimactic 
as Texas became better and better. The big test was supposed to come 
from Texas Tech ... but that went 52-17. And by the time of the Big 12 
championship game, Colorado was in no position to serve as the 
Longhorns’ road bump — that was a 70-3 rout. 


THE CHAMPION 

Texas (13-0) became the third Big 12 Conference team in the nine 
years of its existence to capture the national championship (joining 
1997 Nebraska and 2000 Oklahoma). 

This team is one for the ages, with arguably the best, most seamless 
offensive line and quarterback play anyone has ever seen. 


THE STARS 

Offensive Player of the Year: Vince Young, QB, Texas 

He didn’t win the Heisman Trophy, but he probably should have — 
and he would have, had the voting taken place after the bowl games. 
Rarely has a player done more for a team. He ran the offense like 
a point guard when necessary, and he put the whole team on his 
back and carried it forward when that was called for, too. 


Defensive Player of the Year: Nick Reid, LB, Kansas 

In a league that was all about offense in 2005, he was the leader of an 
outstanding defense that set a school record by allowing an average of only 
83 yards a game on the ground. Reid had 13 tackles behind the line and com- 
pleted a stellar career with 416 tackles to reach the all-time Big 12 top 10. 


Coach of the Year: Mack Brown, Texas 

He hadn't been able to win the big games. He has long been consid- 
ered the best coach in America ... in February. But beating Pete Carroll 
and USC in a crazy, emotional national championship Rose Bowl puts 
those negative labels to bed. 


THE BOWLS 

For the fourth time in the past five seasons, the Big 12 had eight 
bowl teams, and with five victories — including the only one that really 
mattered — it was a very good bowl season, indeed. 

In addition to the Longhorns’ win, Oklahoma and Nebraska, in partic- 
ular, hope to use the bowl wins as momentum for bigger things in 2006. 

In five of the past six years, a Big 12 team has played in the BCS 
national championship game. 


Rose Texas 41, Southern California 38 
Cotton Alabama 13, Texas Tech 10 
Houston TCU 27, Iowa State 24 
Independence Missouri 38, South Carolina 31 
Holiday Oklahoma 17, Oregon 14 

Alamo Nebraska 32, Michigan 28 
Champs Sports Clemson 19, Colorado 10 

Fort Worth Kansas 42, Houston 13 


ALL-BIG 12 TEAM 


*as selected by the league coaches 


OFFENSE - First Team 


QB Vince Young, Texas 
RB Adrian Peterson, Oklahoma 


RB Taurean Henderson, Texas Tech 


FB J.D. Runnels, Oklahoma 
WR_ Todd Blythe, lowa State 
WR_ Jarrett Hicks, Texas Tech 
WR Joel Filani, Texas Tech 


eee 


TE Joe Klopfenstein, Colorado 


OL Justin Blalock, Texas 


OL Davin Joseph, Oklahoma 
OL Jonathan Scott, Texas 


OL Will Allen, Texas 


OL Mark Fenton, Colorado 
PK Mason Crosby, Colorado 


AP Charles Gordon, Kansas 


DEFENSE - First Team 
DL__Rod Wright, Texas 


DL Dusty Dyoracek, Oklahoma 
DL Charlton Keith, Kansas 


DL Tim Crowder, Texas 


DL Nick Leaders, lowa State 
LB Rufus Alexander, Oklahoma 


LB Nick Reid, Kansas 
LB Aaron Harris, Texas 
LB Michael Huff, Texas 


DB Dwayne Slay, Texas Tech 


DB Cedric Griffin, Texas 


DB Willie Andrews, Baylor 


OFFENSE - Second Team 


QB Cody Hodges, Texas Tech 


RB Jamaal Charles, Texas 


RB Cory Ross, Nebraska 
FB Lawrence Vickers, Colorado 


WR_D'Juan Woods, Oklahoma State 
WR_ Dominique Zeigler, Baylor 


WR_ Travis Wilson, Oklahoma 


WR_ Robert Johnson, Texas Tech 


TE David Thomas, Texas 


OL Jeromey Clary, Kansas State 


OL Manuel Ramirez, Texas Tech 


OL E.J. Whitley, Texas Tech 


OL Corey Hillard, Oklahoma State 


PK Todd Pegram, Texas A&M 
AP__ Stephone Robinson, Colorado 


DEFENSE - Second Team 


DL Adam Carriker, Nebraska 


DL __ Brent Curvey, lowa State 
DL__Keyunta Dawson, Texas Tech 
_DL_ Calvin Thibodeaux, Oklahoma _ 


DL __Jermial Ashley, Kansas 


DL Frank Okam, Texas 


LB Brian Iwuh, Colorado 


LB Tim Dobbins, lowa State 


LB Clint Ingram, Oklahoma 
LB Justin Warren, Texas A&M 


DB Charles Gordon, Kansas 


DB LaMarcus Hicks, lowa State 


P___John Torp, Colorado 


THE STANDINGS 


NORTH 
Team 
Colorado 


Bi2__ Pel. 


5-3 


625 


PF PA 
219 167 


State 4-4 500 232158 


DB Chijioke Onyenegecha, Oklahoma 


DB Daniel Bullocks, Nebraska 


P___ Daniel Sepulveda, Baylor 


All Pet. __—PF PA 
7-6 538 305307 
75 583339230 


Nebraska 4-4 500 201 2088-4 G7 296 2 
44 500 200-235 7-5 583369350 
Kansas 35 375 1127S 2107-5 8326984 
Kansas 2-6 250 179 258 5 ASS 28905 
SOUTH 
Texas 8-0 1.000 405 137 «13-0 1.000 652213 
TexasTech 62750264 183 35D 
Oklahoma 6-2 750 24) 19084 G7 32377 
TexasA&M 3-5 375218 27) 8S 852M 
Baylor 2-6 250 140 24058 MSS 236 201 
Oklahoma State 1-7 .125 164 3217 222 344 
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= E x 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


PASS EFFICIENCY G Am CMP _INT PCT _—‘YDS_~—sTD_ RATING INTERCEPTIONS G NO YDS 1D 
1 Vie Young, Texas 13 325° «212 «10 «65.2 «63086 5 ti«é2WD 1. Clint Ingram, Oho 1 Ss bd 4 
ody Hogs, Texas Tech 12 531 353 12 665 4238 3) 148.3 CJ Wikon, Boy VW #5 654 «(0 
i Nee Maen lowa State 12 3%8 227 10 617 2876 19 138.9 LoMarcus vie Td Sees 12 5 44 1 
4. Reggie McNeal Te TexasA&SM 10 265 14) 9 532 1963 16 1286 DeAndre Jackson, lowa State 12 5 18 O 
dealt Colo 12 400 241 8 603 26% 14 1244 5. Theo Baines, Kansas 12 4 & 0 
Shawn Bell, Baylor 10 320 199 6 594 1964 12 1196 Nik Moser, lowa State 2 4 #9 O 
Fee ylenN raska 12 430 237 12 551 2653 19 159 7. Marcus King, Missouri Vim “Bee TSS! sd 
8. Brad Smith, Missouri 12 399 237° 9 594 2304 13° «1141 Steve Paris, lowa State v3 & 
9. Rhett Bomar, Oklahoma 12 308 167 10 542 2018 10 1135 Corey McKeon, Nebraska 2 WS eV 
10. Allan Evridge, Kansas State 9 '214') 102 7 47.9 1365 6 104.4 Rodney Fowler, Kansas 12 3 49 0 
11.Brian Luke, Kansas 9 171 87 8 50.9 967 6 100.6 Marg Carpenter, Texas A&M 3 3 45 0 
fai <6 Aaron Ross, Texas 13 3 40 0 
Thi Ea neste Rd som ¢_p op wm mms 
i mith, Missouri ; T. Taurean Fi 0 0 T 1 
2. Adrian Peterson, Oklchoma = 11.—s«220:«d1#108's—=ié=<‘Cz SCO 84 1007 2. nap rig ae 3 4 nq 4 0 1133 "39 
3, Mike Hamilton, Oklahoma State 11 193 961 5.0 ! 83 87.4 3. Brad Smith, Missouri 12 16 0 0 4 100 8.3 
‘ Vince Young, Texos 13 155 1050 68 12 80 808 4. Alex Trlica, Texas Tech 12 0 60 «13 0 99 8.2 
5, Courtney Lewis, Texas ASM 9 109 723 66 7 73 80.3 5, Todd Pegram, Texas A&M i ao 4 15 0 86 78 
6, Cory Ross, Nebraska 12 225 882 39 5 57 73.5 6. Kekion fe terson, Oklahoma =} 14 o. 10 7G 84 7.6 
7. Taurean Henderson, Texas Tech 12 148 872 59 17 60 727 7. Mason Crosby, Colorado 13 0 32 «22 0 98 7.5 
8. Thomas Clayton, Kansos Stote «=«9-«137, «6374s 80 708 8. Jordan Congdon, Nebraska 12 OQ 31 19 0 88 ea 
9. Jamaal Charles, Texas 13 119 878 74 80 67.5 1 Bret Cuberten, lowa Sho 19 2 34 2 9 70 70 
lO.Reggie McNeal, Texas ASM 10 96 664 69 3 63 664 famonce Taylor, Texas 
TOTAL OFFENSE G RUSH PASS PLAYS YDS YDS/G — PUNTING G NO YDS LONG AVG _ RECEIVING G REC YDS TD LONG AVG YDS/G 
T. Cody Hodges, Texas Tech 12 191 4238 640 4429 369.1 T, Sam Koch, Nebraska IS yPes0k OL OO) gS 
2 Vinee Young, Texas 13 1050 3036 480 4086 3143 2. Daniel Sepulveda, Baylor 1] 62 2863 78 46.2 1. Joe! Filani, Texas Tech 12 65 1048 8 62 161 87.3 
3. Brod Smith, Missouri 12 130] 2304 628 3605 300.4 3. John Torp, Colorado 13 80 3613 72 452 2. eal ik fete a eate g ean toe ae 
4,8. McNeal, Texas A&M 10 664 1963 361 2627 2627 — 4. Justin Bronty, Texas A&M 11 46 1989 80 43.2 ape oe a if a ae a Hid Ly 
5, Bret Meyer, lowa Stale 12 123 2876 501 2999 249.9 5. Kyle Tucker, Kansos 12 66 2832 77 429 m« panel Hide ee te $ iy 35 BBO IO ae 1a PPS 
6. Joel Klatt, Colorado 12 3. 2696 454 2699 2249 6. Alex Reyes, Texas Tech 12 49 2099 71 428 prs TOnASM oI 548276 71 153 752 
7, Zac Taylor, Nebraska 12-41 2653 506 2612 217.7 —7. Adam Crossett, Missouri 12 57 2432 6) 427 ; pein Rae Seie 1125-887 BBD ALP SOB 
8. Rhett Bomar, Oklahoma 12 276 2018 398 2294 191.2 8. Troy Blankenship, lowa State 12 68 289d 69 426 3 oh bee en 13 34 750 5 95 221 S77 
9. Shawn Bell, Baylor 10 -58 1964 359 1906 190.6 9. Cody Freeby, Oklahoma 12 71 3004 73 423 9 Now Suit Nebroska 12 45 641 7 98 142) B44 
10. A. Evridge, Kansas State 9 203 1365 315 1568 174.2 — 10.Tim Reyer, Kansas State WV 65 2620 65 40.3 10 Mark Simmons, Kansas 12 44 631 4 50 143 526 
TEAM STATISTICS 
TOTAL OFFENSE G RUSH PASS PLAYS YDS AVG TDYDS/G TOTAL DEFENSE GRUSH PASS PLAYS YDS AVG TD YDS/G _ KICKOFF RETURNS G NO YDS 1D AVG 
“Vlexos~~«12*-:3574 3083 94) 6657 7.1 81 5121 J. Texas 13 1702 2236 097 3938 44 25 3029 T, Texas Tl? 22 3599. 0 270 
2. Texas Tech 12 1284 4666 896 5950 6.6 59 4958 2. Kansas 12 999 2640 834 3639 4.4 28 303.2 2. Baylor WW 34 pid’ 1) 2239 
3. Texas A&M —s-11.-«-2584 2281 773 4865 6.3 43 4423 3, Oklahoma 12 1087 2593 830 3680 4.4 31 3067 3, lowa State 12 af «9725. 10) 28d 
4. Missouri 12 2463 2694 981 5157 5.3 41 4298  4.Nebraska 12 1491 2495 874 3986 46 27 3322 4, Oklahoma State n 4 940 O 204 
5, Oklahoma 12 2226 2131 862 4357 5.1 37 363.1 5.Texas Tech 12 1865 2165 847 4030 4.8 27 3358 5, Kansas 12 % 57 0 203 
6. lowa State 12 1328 2876 859 4204 4.9 39 350.3 .lowaState 12 1232 2908 860 4140 48 22 345.0 6. Nebraska 2 3) 6 0 (197 
7. Kansas State 11 1522 2215 750 3737 5.0 3] 339.7 7. Colorado 13 1303 3236 944 4539 4.8 33 349.2 7. Missouri 12 38 748 #0 196 
8. Colorado 13 1434 2896 881 4330 49 30 333.1 8. Kansas State 1] 1418 2536 775 3954 5.) 37 359.5 8, Colorado 13 30 «697 isd 
9. Kansas 12 1608 2348 821 3956 4.8 28 329.7 9, Missouri 12 1816 2604 861 4420 5.1 41 3683 9. Kansas State 18] %6 694 1 19.3 
10. Oklahoma State 11 1693 1880 754 3573 4.7 27 324.8 10. Baylor 11 1779 2379 828 4158 5.0 35 378.0 10. Texos Tech 12 2 466 0 186 
11. Nebraska 12 1152 2692 864 3844 4.4 30 3203 11. 0k Stote 11 2241 2356 766 4597 6.0 39 4179 — 11. Oklahoma 12 3 «709 0s«*BD 
12. Baylor 1) 1209 2288 777 3497 45 23 317.9 12. TexasA&M 17 1531 335) 818 4882 6.0 40 4438 — 12. Texas A&M qn 31 554 s*d727) 
SCORING OFFENSE G TD XP 2XPDXP FG S PTS AVG = ScORING DEFENSE G TD XP 2XP FG S PTS AVG PUNT RETURNS G NO YDS 1D AVG 
1. Texas 13 88 76 2 0 14 1 652 50.2 T, Texas 13 2 2) 0 +4140 213 164 T. Texas 13 43. 671 4 156 
2. Texas Tech 12 62 60 1 0 13 0 473 39.4 2. Texas Tech 12 28 28 0 10 0 226 188 2, Nebraska 12 50 647 OO 129 
3, Texas ASM 1 44 41 0 O 15 1 352 320 3. lowa State 12 25 22 2 18 0 230 19.2 3. Missouri 12 21 259 L ‘123 
4, Missouri 12 47 39 3 0 14 0 369 308 4, Nebraska 12 30 27 0 13 3 252 21.0 4. Kansas 12 Sr BM 2: | 121 
5. lowa State 12 42 39 1 0 14 2 339 282 5, Kansas 12 33 28 1 10 3 264 22.0 5, Baylor nN ee? | rn Oe 3 
6. Oklahoma 12 40 37 0 OQ 14 2 323 269 6 Oklchoma 12 34 27 2 140 27 231 8. Kansas State WV SB). Bar oa) 
7. Kansas State 11 36 26 3 O II 4 289 263 7. Colorado 13 37 34 0 17 0 307 236 7. Colorado 13 3003 2 104 
8, Nebraska 12 34 31 1 0 19 1 296 247 — Baylor 1) 36 31 «10 «14:0 291 «265 8 Tox Tech 12, ae “a OT 99 
9, Colorado 1333 32 1 0 23 2 305 235 9. Kansas State 11. 38 8% 00. 12° 2 305° 277 9. Texas A&M v 15136 1 9.1 
10. Kansas 12 32 27 2 O 14 2 269 22.4 10, Missouri 12 45 40 1 12 1 350 29.2 10. lowa State 12 2% = - 223 0 8.6 
11, Baylor 27 22 2 0 16 0 236 21.5 1), Texas A&M 11 43 37 1 «14 2 343 31.2 11, Oklchoma 12 3 8222 0 74 
12. Ollchome Stole 11 27 23 2 0 11 0-222 202 12. Oklchoma State 11 42 39 | 17 0 344 31.3  — 12, Oklahoma State qn 2 17% OO 73 
RUSHING OFFENSE _G ATT YDS AVG TD _YDS/G = RUSHING DEFENSE G ATT _NET AVG TD _YDS/G yer pyntinc G No YDS AVG RET NET 
T. Texas 13 005 3074. 59 55 49 TKonos 12 ala 699 24” 8 83.2 : 3 WS Es TE 
2. Texas A&M 11 452 «2584 57 24 2349 2. Oklahoma 12 392 1087 28 Bl 90.6 2 Colorodo 13 4 3613. 446 244 391 
3. Missouri 12 512 2463 48 26 205.2 3. Colorado 13 460 1303 28 18 100.2 3 Oklohom 12, 71 3004 23 122 378 
4. Oklchoma 12 526 2226 «642 27 = 185.5 4, lowa State 12 414 1232 30 10 1027 Take 1) 65 2934 451 323 368 
5.Oklahoma Stole 11 432 1693 39 16 1539 5 Nebraska 12 459 1491 32 14 1242 pred ND a ei Bo 
6,Kansas State = 11 432, «1522, 3.5 16 138.4 Kansas State «=o. AO:s«SW41B— 3.5 19s«*128.9 ten, 13 38 1444 (380-70 351 
7. Konsas 12 425 1608 38 15 1340 7. Texas 13° 461 1702 37 15 1309 7 iowa S 12 70 2901 41d 340 343 
8. lowa State 12 491 1328 27 20-1107 8 Texas A&M 1) 420 153) 36 19 «1302 «=F BS 11 8 2877. 38.8 317.330 
9. Colorado 13 428 14340 (3.4 15 (110.3 9, Missouri 12 474 1816 38 23 151.3 9. Missouri cg 12 64 2581 403 436 329 
10. Baylor 1) 385 1209 3.1 10 109.910, Texas Tech 12 469 1865 40 15 1554 49 Kane Gig 1) 68 2628 386 295 328 
11. Texas Tech 12 308 1284 42 25 107.0 11, Baylor 1 438 («1779 «4.1 (2) 1617 reais iy 11 49 2011 410 209 327 
12. Nebraska 12 420 115227 10 96.0 12, Oklahoma State 11 457 2241 49 24 2037 49’ Taxa Tach 12 50 2099 420 342 323 
PASSING OFFENSE G ATTCMPINT PCT YDS AVG TDYDS/G PASSING DEFENSE G ATT CMP PCT AVG TD  YDS/G ann 
Ttexostech 12 588 391 126654660 7936 3868 “TV Tes 13-436 223 S11 3110 1720 © WRNOMERS SARIN INT TOT fn NTTOTMAR 
2. lowa Stote 12 368 227 1061.7 2876 7.819 239.7 2. Texas Tech 12 378 208 550 57 12 180.4 2 Texos Tech 12 16 12-28 7 12 19 075 
3. Texas 13 336 218 11 64.9 3083 9.226 237.2 3, Nebraska 12 415 212 51.1 60 13 207.9 3 Teno ABM i) 14 12 2% 10 10 20 055 
4, Missouri 12 469 277 11 59.1 2694 5715 224.5 4. Oklahoma Stote 11 309 191 618 76 15 214.2 y Tocue i316 «11 9 11 20 054 
5. Nebraska 12 444 239 13 53.8 2692 6.1 20 224.3 5, Oklahoma 12 438 232 530 59 20 216.1 5 Bovlo il) 13 16 29 «12:12 24 0.45 
6. Colorado 13 453 265 858.5 2896 6415 2228 6. Baylor 11 390 200 51.3 61 14 216.3 ac Fi 13 9 14 23. «13: 8 21015 
7. Baylor 11392 222 1256.6 2288 5813 208.0 7, Missouri 12 387 219 566 67 18 217.0 7 Oklaho 12 10 13 23.«13-«IN 24-008 
B.Texos A&M —-11: 321 «166 1051.7 2281 7.119 207.4 8. Kansas 12 420 238 567 63 20 2200 Mi aa) 12 11 130 2414s 25 -0.08 
9. Kansas State 11 318 164 1251.6 2215 7.015 201.4 9. Kansos Stote 11 374 208 556 68 18 930.5 9. Nebo 1 9 1322 «11:13 24-017 
10. Kansas 12 396 211 1953.3 2348 5.913 1957 10, lowa State 12 446 256 574 65 12 242.3 10K Sh i 14 B 22«16 «(12:28 -055 
11, Oklahoma 12 336 179 1153.3 2131 6310 177.46 11. Colorado 13 484 282 583 67 15 2489 V1 Ronees ale 2 6 15 21 10 19 29-067 
12. Oklahoma Stote 11 322 159 17 49.4 1880 5811 170.9 12. Texas A&M 1) 398 241 606 84 2) 304.6 12 Oklchomo Stole 11 18 5 20. 18 17 35-1.36 
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SCHOOL RECORD 


1993 Willamette 5-4 
1994 Willamette 7-2 
1995 Willamette 6-2-1 
1996 Willamette 9-2 
1997 Willamette 13-1 
yA 010) | Boise State 8-4 
2002 Boise State iv 
2003 Boise State | 
2004 Boise State 1-1 
yA 0] 00) Boise State 9-3 
| 93-21-1, 10 years 


53-10, 5 years 


SOARING DOWN THE 


BY KYLE RINGO 


The guy likes the 
big play. He’s made a liv- 
ing with it. He's a risk taker 
and more than a little confident 
in what he’s doing on the football 
field. He breaks the mold and celebrates 
over the remnants. 

New Colorado coach Dan Hawkins is an 
unconventional thinker on and off the side- 
line. But this pass-happy tag is a bad rap. 

Anyone who has watched Hawkins’ 
teams at Boise State the past five years 
will say college football fans in Boulder 
and around the Big 12 Conference are in 
for a show. The Broncos have been 
among the highest scoring teams in the 


NEW COLORADO COACH TRIES 
TO TAKE THE BIG 12 BY STORM 


nation in that span, always good for the 
nightly highlight shows. Now it’s the 
Buffs’ turn. 

Colorado under Hawkins certainly will 
look different from its more conservative 
days in Gary Barnett’s West Coast offense, 
which emphasized a power running game. 
However, the program has won four of the 
past five Big 12 North Division titles with 
that running mindset, and Hawkins isn’t 
about to abandon it. 

“I think when you talk about offense, 
you have to run the football,” Hawkins 
said when he was hired in December, 
after Barnett was doomed by several 
years of turmoil and a 70-3 loss to Texas 


in the Big 12 title game. 

Hawkins’ Boise State teams usually 
were balanced offensively. In fact, last 
year’s Broncos ran the ball considerably 
more often than they passed: 560 runs, 
390 passes. 

Boise State completed the season rela- 
tively even with 2,632 yards rushing and 
2,892 passing. Big plays — lots of big 
plays — made the difference. 

With Hawkins in charge, the Buffs will 
stretch the field to complement the run- 
ning game. That’s just what he does in 
the passing game. 

“You know us. We're going to launch it,” 
Hawkins said. “I'm addicted to that stuff.” 
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His first decision as leader of the black 
and gold was luring offensive coordina- 
tor Mark Helfrich from Arizona State and 
passing game coordinator and receivers 
coach Eric Kiesau from California, two 
more high-octane offensive minds. 
Hawkins dubbed the coaching combina- 
tion “some serious voodoo” and said he 
was looking forward to unleashing it on 
his counterparts in the Big 12. 

Despite those credentials, Colorado 
isn’t going to challenge Texas Tech for its 
annual position atop the conference in 
every passing category. This won't be the 
same transition Nebraska experienced the 
past two seasons shifting from decades in 
option-oriented offenses to Bill Callahan’s 
pro-style West Coast approach. 

“Another part where I’m probably dif- 
ferent is that I like throwing the ball 
vertical, and I’m not afraid to take some 


chances and do some funky stuff,” 
Hawkins said. “You can’t play not to 
lose, and I’ve never played that way. 

“To teach a kid to be successful, you 
have to get outside your comfort zone 
and not be afraid to take some risks and 
possibly fail. We will not be afraid to go 
out of the box. Just because you haven't 
seen it or somebody hasn't done it does- 
n't mean we're not going to try it. I think 
it’s fun for the kids and fun for the fans.” 

The perception is that the Big 12 is 
getting away from its roots in the run- 
ning game, thanks to the addition of 
Hawkins, Nebraska's big change, Baylor 
adopting the Texas Tech style, and the 
proliferation of the Spread offense. 

That could prove to be true over time, 
but the running game was still popular in 
the conference last year, even though only 
Toyatcup abbevarbaCem e)-(ol qi xe)s)s\-16 WM i000 (-1(55 
In 2005, only four Big 12 teams 
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attempted 400 passes or more, a drop 
from three years earlier when seven 

teams threw the ball that often. Offenses 
just weren't as effective across the board. 

In Colorado, offense should be effec- 
tive ... and fun. 

Hawkins’ approach to life and the 
gridiron has caught on quick in a quirky 
college town that seems to suit him 
well. His players engaged in belly sliding 
contests in the snow, big-man punt 
return, little-guy goal-line sessions and 
other bizarre incarnations in spring 
practices designed to build team unity. 

In the process, the Buffs fell in love 
with their new coach and the game all 
over again. 

“T want them to have fun,” he said. 
“I want them to enjoy it out here. 

I don’t want it to be such a grind. 
“I want them to come out here with 


a sense of wonderment ... what's going 
to happen today and what are we going 
to do? It’s not like basketball where you 
come out and play basketball every day. 

“In football, you have to do a whole 
bunch of other garbage that has nothing 
to do with the game. I love just throw- 
ing them a little curveball, making it 
exciting, making it interesting.” 

The great unknown heading into 
Hawkins’ first season in a BCS confer- 
ence is whether Barnett left him the 
talent needed to execute his system 
and continue his winning ways. 

Hawkins is the first to say his .813 
career winning percentage is a direct 
result of his willingness to think outside 
the box and teaching his players to do 
the same. 

With uncertainty at quarterback head- 
ing into fall practices, it’s impossible to 
say exactly what the CU offense will 


look like — the two favorites to win the 
job are opposites. 

Junior Bemard Jackson is a threat to run 
each time the ball settles in his hands, a la 
former Missouri quarterback Brad Smith. 
Fellow junior Brian White is the prototypi- 
cal strong-armed, drop-back passer. 

Both players are excited to finally get 
a crack at leading the team after sitting 
behind three-year starter Joel Klatt for so 
long. Klatt’s backup the past three years, 
senior James Cox, should also be in the 
mix when practices begin in August. 

“We didn’t throw the ball deep half as 
much last year as we do now,” Jackson 
said. “It's fun to get out there and throw 
the ball down the field and be out there 
making plays.” 

Hawkins said he is perfectly willing to 


Photos courtesy University of Colorado 


build the system around the strengths of 
whichever quarterback proves to be most 
ready to take over the program. 

Hawkins always has been an innova- 
tor, anyway. He's a self-described game- 
planner. He’s the type of coach who will 
look for weaknesses in an opponent and 
draw up plays to use that week against 
that opponent. He might not use those 
plays again the whole season. 

“You have a basis from which you 
work from,” he said. “It’s not all invent- 
ed each week, but we're a big game-plan 
team. That can vary. There will be 
a bunch of stuff we add every week 
coming from our base package.” 

It's just that the base package 
includes going deep. A lot. @ 
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QUITE A SGURE 


LINDY S MARKS TWO DECADES OF EVENTFUL 
FOOTBALL IN THE HEARTLAND by Berry tramei 


Tom Osborne, Barry Switzer and Bill up and down in the Big 12. Colorado, a national 


McCartney checked out; Bob Stoops power under McCartney (1989-94), is on its third 
and Mack Brown checked in. Miracle coach since, juggling scandal and success. 
worker Bill Snyder did both. But no coach impacted a program like 
? Oklahoma buried the wishbone. Snyder, who turned hapless Kansas State into 
s Nebraska scrapped the option. Texas a player on the national stage. Snyder arrived 2 
# Tech, out in dusty Lubbock, brought in Manhattan in 1989 and retired in November 
# futuristic offense to college football. 2005, but in between he made K-State a con- 
# Texas, Oklahoma and Colorado each sistent winner. Believe it or not, Kansas State 
® won a national championship. has won the Big 12 North Division three times, 
; Nebraska won three. the same number as Nebraska. 
bi Barry Sanders, Rashaan Salaam, Until 2005, the one constant over 20 years 
Ricky Williams, Eric Crouch and Jason was an underachieving Texas. 
White won Heismans. So did Houston's Between 1983 and 2002, the Longhorns 
Houston’s Andre Ware passed for 4,699 Andre Ware, whose school once never finished a season ranked in the Top 10. 
yards and 46 touchdowns in 1989. rubbed shoulders in such company, Prior to 2005, consider that Texas won only 
but no more. two of the last 10 SWC titles and just one in 
It's been quite a 20 years for the schools in the conference that spans Middle America. the Big 12, a 1996 epic upset of Nebraska. 
From the Iowa cornfields to the Texas oil patch to the Colorado Rockies, the Big 12, But Young's stupendous performance in the 
formed by the beleaguered Big Eight and a Southwest Conference jailbreak, has forged 2006 Rose Bowl, a 41-38 victory over Southern 
an exalted place among the power leagues of college football. Cal, changed Texas’ fortunes. 
It came at a price. The Big Eight, at least annually, lost some age-old rivalries. That Rose Bowl capped a wild 20 years that 
Oklahoma-Nebraska was the Miami-Florida State rivalry of the ‘70s and ‘80s. Oklahoma changed the face of college football in Middle 
and Kansas played every season from 1903 through 1997, until the Big 12’s split into America. 


divisions interrupted the series. 

Tradition took an even bigger hit with the demise of the Southwest Conference. 
SMU, TCU and Rice had been part of the SWC for three-quarters of a century; Houston 
had joined in 1976. But in 1995, Texas, Texas A&M, Texas Tech and Baylor bolted, 
joining the Big Eight schools to form the Big 12. 

The leftovers have struggled in the wake. 

SMU, which temporarily lost its program to the NCAA’s death penalty in 1987, 
lost its identity without the Southwest Conference. Rice ended a 29-year run of 
non-winning seasons with back-to-back records of 6-5 in 1992 and ‘93, but that 
momentum was lost upon news of the SWC’s demise. 

Even TCU, which in recent years has had some of its greatest seasons, has struggled 
to even find a conference home, playing in the WAC, Conference USA and Mountain 
West since the SWC folded. 

But there are few gripes from Big 12 members. The league has provided financial and 
competitive stability to its members. The 10 Big 12 football championships have been 
won by six schools. A seventh, Tech, is the only Big 12 school to be bowl-eligible all 
10 years of the league. Two more schools, Iowa State and Oklahoma State, have experi- 
enced a renaissance this decade. 

The Big 12 is hard on dynasties. Nebraska's ended early in the Big 12. Oklahoma's 
bold attempt at national dominance has fallen just short. Texas almost surely will dis- P 
cover the same, coming off a storybook national championship engineered by quarter- 
back supreme Vince Young. 

The Big 12 formed in the middle of Osborne's shining achievement. The Huskers were 
60-3 from 1993 to ‘97, with three national championships — the greatest college foot- 
ball run since Bud Wilkinson's Sooners of the ‘50s and Frank Leahy’s Fighting Irish of 
the ‘40s. But Osborne retired, and Nebraska since has struggled to win big. 

Twenty years ago, Switzer had Oklahoma riding high, but scandal brought him 
down, and the Sooners were mediocre throughout the ‘90s. Stoops changed that, 
going 60-7 from 2000 to 2004, but Oklahoma fell to 8-4 in 2005. (ended vs. Kansas 17-17) 

Texas A&M finished in first place in four of the last five years of the SWC, but has been lax : : se 
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LINDY’S BIG 12 TEAM OF THE PAST 20 YEARS 


QB Vince Young, Texas, 2003-05 Tommie Frazier, Nebraska, 1992-95 
RB ‘Thurman Thomas, Oklahoma St, 1984-87 _ Troy Davis, Iowa State, 1994-96 

RB Ricky Williams, Texas, 1995-98 Rashaan Salaam, Colorado, 1993-94 
WR Michael Westbrook, Colorado, 1991-94 Rashaun Woods, Oklahoma St, 2000-03 
WR Mark Clayton, Oklahoma, 2001-04 Roy Williams, Texas, 2000-03 

TE Keith Jackson, Oklahoma, 1984-87 Daniel Graham, Colorado, 1998-01 

¢ Aaron Taylor, Nebraska, 1994-97 Jay Leeuwenburg, Colorado, 1989-91 
OL Will Shields, Nebraska, 1989-92 Chris Naeole, Colorado, 1993-96 

OL  Jammal Brown, Oklahoma, 2001-04 Leonard Davis, Texas, 1997-00 

OL Zach Wiegert, Nebraska, 1991-94 Brenden Stai, Nebraska, 1991-94 

OL Joe Garten, Colorado, 1987-90 John Clay, Missouri, 1983-86 

PK Martin Gramatica, Kansas State, 1994-98 | Mason Crosby, Colorado, 2003-current 
AP Barry Sanders, Oklahoma State, 1986-88 Tony Sands, Kansas, 1988-91 

DL Casey Hampton, Texas, 1996-00 Santana Dotson, Baylor, 1988-91 

DL Grant Wistrom, Nebraska, 1994-97 Jason Peter, Nebraska, 1994-97 

DL Tommie Harris, Oklahoma, 2001-03 Montae Reagor, Texas Tech, 1995-98 
DL Alfred Williams, Colorado, 1987-90 Trev Alberts, Nebraska, 1990-93 

LB Dat Nguyen, Texas A&M, 1995-98 Teddy Lehman, Oklahoma, 2000-03 
LB Derrick Johnson, Texas, 2001-03 Rocky Calmus, Oklahoma, 1998-01 

LB __ Brian Bosworth, Oklahoma, 1984-86 Matt Russell, Colorado, 1993-96 

DB Deon Figures, Colorado, 1988-92 Derrick Strait, Oklahoma, 2000-03 
DB ‘Terence Newman, Kansas State, 1999-02 Thomas Everett, Baylor, 1983-86 

DB Roy Williams, Oklahoma, 1999-01 Chris Canty, Kansas State, 1994-96 
DB Michael Huff, Texas, 2002-05 Chris Hudson, Colorado, 1991-94 

iy Barry Helton, Colorado, 1984-87 Daniel Sepulveda, Baylor, 2003-current 


LINDY’S 20-YEAR STANDINGS 


SCHOOL 


Nebraska 


Texas 


Texas A&M 
Colorado 
Oklahoma 


Texas Tech 


Kansas 


Oklahoma State 


Missouri 


Baylor 


Towa State 


Kansas 


CONF. PCT. 


11e-31-1> © .790 
109-45 108 
107-45-2 701 
103-44-3  .697 
103-45-2 693 
88-65-1 575 
76-72-2 As) 
54-93-3 370 
i) Fe 1010) 333 
49-104-1 = .321 
45-102-3 —.310 
43-105-2 = _.293 


State 


OVERALL. PCT. 


201-48-1 806 
160-78-2 671 
163-76-3  .680 
161-81-4 666 
165-69-3): 1.703 
1384-99-97 575 
139-98-2  .586 
103-120-3 .462 
88-137-5' * .393 
91-131-1 .410 
86-139-3 .384 
91-135-4 .404 


TITLES MAJOR ALL 
BOWLS BOWLS 


o;Oo;o;o To }yry Of; wo] &] sw] & }] © 


*Current Big 12 membership. Conference records include Big 8 or SWC marks. 


home to Austin in 1998. 
(Photo by John Williamson) 


Kordell Stewart's pass to Michael 


Westbrook beat Michigan in 1994. 
(Photo by Tim DeFrisco/Getty Images) 


Ricky Williams brought a Heisman Trophy 
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UNFORGETTABLE TEAMS 


Ae 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


1995 Nebraska, 13-0: Computer analyst 
Jeff Sagarin selected these Huskers as the best 
college team of the previous 40 years. They 
beat Michigan State and Arizona State by 

a combined 89 points. Their smallest Big Eight 
margin was 23 points. They routed unbeaten 
Florida 62-24 in the Fiesta Bowl. Quarterback 
Tommie Frazier was a consensus All-American. 


2005 Texas, 13-0: Vince Young's legend is 
guaranteed forever. Won at Ohio State in 
September; then in the national champi- 
onship game beat USC (a team for the 
ages) in a 41-38 Rose Bowl thriller. 


2000 Oklahoma, 13-0: Came from back of 
the pack to beat five Top 10 teams, and 
only one of those victories — against 

No. 1 Nebraska — came at Owen Field. 
Shut down Florida State 13-2 to win 
national championship. 


1994 Nebraska, 13-0: Tom Osborne's 
demons were chased with an Orange Bowl 
win over Miami for his first national title. 


1990 Colorado, 11-1-1: Toughest sched- 
ule ever for a national champion, which 
is part of the reason why the Buffs were 
able to win the national championship 
with a loss and a tie. 


1997 Nebraska, 13-0: Osborne's swan 
song: third national title in four years, 
but had to share with Michigan. 


1998 Kansas State, 11-2: Headed for 
national title game until shocker in Big 
12 title game derailed the Wildcats’ fairy 
tale season. 


2004 Oklahoma, 12-1: Star-studded cast, 
but ambushed by USC's star-studded cast 
in Orange Bowl showdown. 


1994 Texas A&M, 10-0-1: Great defense, 
but on probation and barred from 
a bowl game. 


1987 Oklahoma, 11-1: Beat Nebraska in 
Game of the Century II, then lost Orange 
Bowl to Miami, 20-14. 


1993 Nebraska, 11-1: Huskers unbeaten, 
but were ranked behind once-beaten 
Florida State going into the Orange Bowl. 
Nebraska lost 18-16. 


1989 Colorado, 11-1: Bill McCartney's 
reclamation project soared to 11-0 
season before 21-6 loss to Notre Dame 
in Orange Bowl. 


1992 Texas A&M, 12-1: Little respect for 
SWC: 12-0 A&M ranked just fourth going 
into Cotton Bowl. 


1994 Colorado, 11-1: Kordell Stewart's 
miracle against Michigan ignited Buffs 
to No. 3 ranking. 


15. 2004 Texas, 11-1: Rose Bowl thriller over 
Michigan set stage for Vince Young's 2005 
magic. 


16. 2003 Oklahoma, 12-2: Billed as an epic 
team until late flameout, including loss to 


LSU in national championship Sugar Bowl. 


17.1988 Oklahoma State, 10-2: Barry 
Sanders and Hart Lee Dykes led the way 


to national-best 47.5 points per game. 


18. 1986 Oklahoma, 11-1: Option QB Jamelle 
Holieway at his best, but lost at Miami 


28-16. 


19. 1999 Kansas State, 11-1: Bill Snyder 
critics were quieted forever with No. 6 


national ranking. 


20. 1998 Texas A&M, 11-3: A shocking Big 12 
champion with double-overtime upset of 


Kansas State. 


Tom Osborne won three national titles 
and could have had more at Nebraska. 


UNFORGETTABLE COACHES 


1. Tom Osborne, Nebraska, 1973-97: Fought 


an Oklahoma curse for awhile, but eventu- 
ally heated up. Went 255-49-3 in 25 
years, including 60-3 his final five sea- 
sons. As impressive as his three national 
championships are, consider that he prob- 
ably could have had five or six without 
the benefit of a major upset. 


2. Bill Snyder, Kansas State, 1989-2005: 
No coach, any sport, can match Snyder's 
feat of building an oasis in the desert. 
When Snyder took over, KSU was college 
football's worst program, with nine wins 
combined the previous six years and fewer 
wins all-time than any major-college 
school. Snyder went 135-69-1 in 17 
seasons and made K-State a solid power. 


uosweryim Uyor Aq oJOUg 


10. 


Barry Switzer, Oklahoma, 1973-88: 
Ceremoniously fired in June 1989, but 
still 31-5 from 1986-88. Most important, 
nobody who ever saw him coach will ever 
forget this bootlegger’s boy ... no matter 
what he did or didn’t do once he wound 
up as coach of the Dallas Cowboys. 


Bill McCartney, Colorado, 1982-94: 
Made CU a national power; went 73-19-4 
over his last eight years and won the 
1990 national title. 


Bob Stoops, Oklahoma, 1999-present: 
Made it tough on all new coaches by win- 
ning the national title in his second year 
and going 60-7 over a five-year span. 


Mack Brown, Texas, 1998-present: 
Returned the Longhoms to prominence, 
going 83-19 in eight years, and producing 
UT's first national championship in 36 years. 


R.C. Slocum, Texas A&M, 1989-2002: 
Dominated at the end of the SWC, going 
33-2-1 in conference during the last five 
years of that league's existence. 


Spike Dykes, Texas Tech, 1987-99: 
Had the Red Raiders on solid ground 
as the Big 12 formed. 


Grant Teaff, Baylor, 1972-92: Brought 
success to the Bears; went 47-32-1 from 
"86-92, including 29-23-1 in SWC. 


Dan McCarney, Iowa State, 1995-present: 
Bill Snyder Light. Has coached belea- 
guered Cyclones to five bowl games in 
past six years. 


UNFORGETTABLE PLAYERS 


1, 


2. 


6. 


Barry Sanders, TB, Oklahoma State, 
1986-88: Did he really exist? Was he real- 
ly that good? The record books say he had 
2,628 yards and 39 touchdowns, all in one 
amazing season. Sanders played on TV 
just once in the 1988 regular season. 

By the time he retired from the NFL, the 
answer was Clear. Yes, he was that good. 


Vince Young, QB, Texas, 2003-05: 
Has any player ever carried a team the 
way Young carried the 2005 Longhorns? 


Brian Bosworth, LB, Oklahoma, 1984-86: 
The Boz: you simply couldn't invent 
a character like that. 


Tommie Frazier, QB, Nebraska, 1992-95: 
Changed the Cornhusker culture with bowl 
victories. 


Roy Williams, S, Oklahoma, 1999-01: 
Ultimate respect: nicknamed Superman by 
Texas’ Roy Williams. 


Troy Davis, TB, Iowa State, 1994-96: 
Jump-started the Cyclones surge, a two- 
time 2,000-yard rusher. 
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Jason White won a national title and 
a Heisman Trophy at Oklahoma. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14, 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


Jason White, QB, Oklahoma, 1999-04: 
Won a Heisman (and almost two) after 
two knee surgeries threatened his career. 


Ricky Williams, TB, Texas, 1994-97: 
Strange dude but broke NCAA rushing 
record with 6,279 yards. 


Lawrence Phillips, TB, Nebraska, 1993- 
95: Most talented Husker runner couldn't 
stay out of trouble. 


Thurman Thomas, TB, Oklahoma State, 
1984-87: Kept Barry Sanders on the 
bench. 


Alfred Williams, DE, Colorado, 1987-90: 
Symbolized Bill McCartney's recruiting 
upgrade. 


Dat Nguyen, LB, Texas A&M, 1995-98: 
No list complete without a vet of the 
Wrecking Crew. 


Rashaan Salaam, TB, Colorado, 1992-94: 
From eight-man high school football to 
the Heisman. 


Grant Wistrom, DE, Nebraska, 1994-97: 
Little secret: Osborne won with defense. 


Jamelle Holieway, QB, Oklahoma, 1985- 
88: Smoothest of wishbone quarterbacks. 


Byron Hanspard, TB, Texas Tech, 1994- 
96: Greatest of many versatile Tech runners. 


Darren Sproles, TB, Kansas State, 2001- 
04: Mighty mite rushed for 4,979 yards. 


Eric Crouch, QB, Nebraska, 1998-01: 
Crouch almost quit as a sophomore; two 
years later won the Heisman. 


Tony Sands, TB, Kansas, 1988-91: Ran for 
396 yards in one game vs. Mizzou. 
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20. Peter Gardere, QB, Texas, 1989-92: 


Nondescript quarterback but went 4-0 
against Oklahoma. 


UNFORGETTABLE GAMES 


1, 


10. 


2005 Texas vs. Southern Cal: In the 
national-title Rose Bowl, USC has two 
Heisman winners. Texas has Vince Young. 
Advantage, Texas. Young passes for 267 
yards and rushes for 200; his eight-yard 
touchdown scramble with 19 seconds left 
gives the Longhorns a 41-38 victory in 
arguably the greatest of all title games. 


1998 Kansas State vs. Texas A&M: In the 
Big 12 title game, once-woeful Kansas 
State nears a perfect season, leading 
27-12 in the fourth quarter. But QB 
Michael Bishop's late fumble spurs a rally, 
and A&M wins 36-33 in double overtime. 


1993 Nebraska vs. Florida State: In the 
national-title Orange Bowl, the Huskers 
miss a long, last-play field goal to lose 
18-16 but gain the momentum and confi- 
dence to win three national champi- 
onships in the next four seasons. 


1987 Oklahoma vs. Nebraska: Game of 
the Century II: OU beats Nebraska 17-7 
in a November matchup of the top two 
ranked teams. 


1995 Nebraska vs. Florida: The Osborne 
Era’s finest hour: 62-24 Fiesta Bowl rout 
of Florida for national title. 


2000 Oklahoma vs. Florida State: Bob 
Stoops’ reputation is sealed with a 13-2 
upset in the national-title Orange Bowl. 


1992 Iowa State vs. Nebraska: The 3-7 
Cyclones pull off a 19-10 shocker behind 
fourth-string QB Marv Seiler. 


2001 Oklahoma State vs. Oklahoma: 
The 3-7 Cowboys pull off 16-13 shocker to 
knock Sooners out of possible Rose Bowl. 


1997 Texas-UCLA: Longhorns lose 66-3 
at home, then get serious about football. 


2003 Oklahoma vs. Texas A&M: Sooners 
win 77-0 in a game that wasn’t as close 
as the score indicated. 


UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS 


1. 


The Catch, 1994: Colorado trailed 
Michigan 26-21 in the final seconds. From 
his 36-yard line, CU quarterback Kordell 
Stewart rolled right and threw a prayer 
that trumped Doug Flutie. Stewart's pass 
sailed all the way into the end zone, off 
the fingertips of split end Blake Anderson 
and into the waiting hands of flanker 
Michael Westbrook for a miracle victory 
and the Play of the Year in all of sport. 


2. 


10. 


Roll Left, 1996: Texas led Nebraska 30-27 
late in the Big 12 title game. On fourth- 
and-inches, UT quarterback James Brown 
rolled left and threw to Derek Lewis for 

a 61-yard gain. Nebraska fell, 37-27. 


Five downs, 1990: Colorado had first-and- 
goal from the Missouri 3-yard line, trailing 
31-27 with 30 seconds left. The Buffs 
finally scored — on a fifth down. They 
went on to win the national title. 


Kicked ball, 1997: Wingback Shevin 
Wiggins kicked the ball up on a last-play 
pass, allowing Matt Davison to grab it for 
a touchdown and give Nebraska the 
chance to beat Missouri 45-38 in overtime. 


Baylor disaster, 1999: UNLV’s Kevin 
Thomas returned a fumble 99 yards on 
the last play of the game to beat Baylor, 
27-24. 


Superman flies, 2001: Oklahoma safety 
Roy Williams leaps a Texas blocker to 
cause a game-clinching interception of 
Chris Simms. 


Aggie tragedy, 1999: The logs of Texas 
A&M's traditional bonfire collapsed, 
killing 12 current or former students. 


Barry Switzer’s demise, 1989: After NCAA 
probation and five players charged with 
major felonies, Oklahoma's coaching 
legend is forced to resign. 


A&M-Tech feud, 2001: Texas Tech stu- 
dents tear down the goal post and start 
a melee by tossing it into the A&M crowd. 


Irish flag, 1990: Raghib Ismail’s 91-yard 
punt return in the final minute apparent- 
ly wipes out Colorado's 10-9 lead over 
Notre Dame, but a clipping penalty 
returns the national title to CU. © 
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Barry Sanders had 2,628 yards rushing 
and 39 touchdowns in one season. 
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BAYLOR BEARS BAYLOR BEARS BAYLOA BEARS BAYLOGA BEARS BAYLOR 


AT A GLANCE 


5-6 overall, 2-6 Big 12 (5th, South) 


Guy Morriss — At Baylor: 11-23, 3 years; 
overall: 20-37, 5 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
14; 8 offense, 4 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


WR Dominique Zeigler, WR Trent Shelton, 
RB Paul Mosley, RB Brandon Whitaker, 
DT M.T. Robinson, CB'C.J. Wilson, 

CB Anthony Arline 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Covering and catching passes. C.J. Wilson 
and Anthony Arline are two of the best 
cover corners in the league, while the 
receiving corps could be special with the 
addition of incoming freshman David 
Gettis. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Seven new starters on defense are filling 
big shoes, particularly at the end and 
rover positions. Depth is always a problem 
on the offensive line. The Bears can’t 
afford injuries, like punter Daniel 
Sepulveda’s torn ACL in April. 


WR-KR Shaun Rochon, DE Montez Murphy, 
ROV-KR Willie Andrews, LB Colin Allred, 
FS Maurice Lane : 


Another point here or there, and the 

Bears would have gone bowling last year. 

If the defense doesn’t have a big dropoff 
_and the offense improves in the new sys- 

tem, they have a good chance to end 

a 12-year bowl drought. 
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Competitive? Check. Bowl Game? It Might be Time 


Despite posting the program’s most 
wins in a decade, Baylor coach Guy 
Morriss couldn't mask his frustration. 

“We were disastrous in the red zone,” 
said Morriss, whose team scored just 17 
touchdowns in 46 trips inside the oppo- 
nents 20-yard line last season. “Just a 
handful of points here and there would 
have given us that sixth win and put us in 
a bowl game.” 

Instead, the Bears, at 5-6, were once 
again home for Christmas. 

That's why Morriss, entering the 
fourth year of a rebuilding project, decid- 
ed to take the offense in a new direction. 

When offensive coordinator Brent 
Pease left at the end of the 2005 sea- 
son, Morriss replaced him with coordi- 
nator Lee Hays and quarterbacks coach 
Wes Phillips from Division I] West 
Texas AXM. 

Disciples of Texas Tech’s “Air Raider” 
attack, Hays and Phillips scrapped most 
of the team’s two-back sets in favor of the 
Red Raiders’ four-wide receiver forma- 
tions to pump some life into the red 
zone-deficient Bears. 

“If they've got an All-American defen- 
sive tackle, and we have a sophomore 
starting at right guard, it’s insanity to 
think that we're going to run right at that 
kid,” Hays said. 

“IF you're conventional and they're 
conventional defensively, then you're say- 
ing that your kid’s going to win that bat- 
tle. And youre not putting him in a posi- 
tion to be successful.” 


It’s not as drastic as shucking the wish- 


bone in favor of the run-and-shoot. But 
its unconventional enough to give the 
often-overmatched Bears a chance. 

“Last year, we could score. But man, 
we had to labor to get it,” said Morriss, 
who was with current Texas Tech coach 
Mike Leach when the offense was born 
under Hal Mumme at Valdosta State in 
the early 1990s. 

There’s usually a two- to three-year 
learning curve with the offense. But Hays 
saw immediate results at West Texas. 

Last year, Hays’ Buffaloes led Division 
II with 363.8 yards passing per game and 
ranked among the top 10 in scoring 
(40.3 ppg) and total offense (477.3 ypg). 

“The skill guys right now are ahead of 
where I thought they would be,” Hays 
said. “The offensive line is probably 
going to take a little more time. We'll be 
humming when those guys don’t have to 


think as much.” 


OFFENSE 


Even with the offensive switch, two of 
the Bears’ most dangerous weapons are in 
the backfield. 

Running backs Paul Mosley and 
Brandon Whitaker had a combined 
1,138 yards and eight touchdowns last 
season, adding 42 catches. 

“T'll know we're rolling when I sit here 
and stare at the ceiling, trying to figure 
out how to get all these guys on the field,” 
Hays said. “And to a certain extent, that’s 
the issue I have with the backs. I love the 
fact that weve got a 1-2 punch with 
Mosley and Whitaker.” 
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Wide receivers Dominique Zeigler and 
Trent Shelton, who had a combined 
87 catches for 1,015 yards and six touch- 
downs, should be one of the best duos in 
the league. At the inside spots, the 
options include Trey Payne, Carl Sims, 
Queito Teasley and converted quarter- 
back Terrance Parks. 

“T think across the board, you'll be able 
to substitute and not drop off a heck of 
a lot,” Morriss said. 

For the past four years, all Shawn Bell 
has heard is that he’s too short, his arm’s 
not strong enough and there's always 
someone better. 

But the fifth-year senior was 5-4 as the 
starting quarterback last season, throwing 
for 1,964 yards and 12 touchdowns with 
only six interceptions. In the last two 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 108.8 ypg rushing (10th Big 12/89th NCAA), 208.0 ypg passing (7th/76th), 317.8 ypg total offense (12th/97th), 21.5 ppg (11th/91st) 


QB Shawn Bell Sr. Career completion percentage of 59.9 ... and getting better. Blake Szymanski, Fr. 
RB Paul Mosley* Sr. Leading rusher (657 yards) could lose job. Brandon Whitaker, Jr. 
WR Dominique Zeigler* Sr. Has 103 receptions in past two years, Mikail Baker, So. 
WR _ Trent Shelton* Sr. Reliable receiver helps you move the chains. David Gettis, Fr. 

IR Terrance Parks Jr Converted quarterback with good hands, Carl Sims, So. 

IR Trey Payne So. Needs to become more consistent. Queito Teasley, So. 
LT Travis Farst Sr. Fifth-year player with four career starts. Matt Lott, Sr. 

LG Chad Smith Jr. Started the final game of last season. Thad Boatner, Fr. 

C ‘Yancy Boatner* Sr. Moved from right guard this spring. Sam Sledge, Fr. 

RG Will Blaylock” Sr. Tulane transfer switches from center. Dan Gay, So. 

RT —_ Jason Smith* So. — Starting tight end last year. Nick Pace, Jr.” 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 161.7 ypg rushing (11th Big 12/74th NCAA), 216.3 ypg passing (Gth/57th), 378.0 ypg total offense (10th/63rd), 26.5 ppg (8th/65th) 


DE Marcus Foreman* Sr. 


DT _ Klayton Shoals Sr. _ lowa State transfer is making an impact. 
DT MT. Robinson* Sr. Has been slowed by injuries. 

DE — Julian Hill Sr. It won't be easy replacing Montez Murphy, 
LB Nick Moore Jr. — Baylor's only experienced linebacker. 

LB Antonio Jones Fr. Untested, but ready to shine, 


OS Maurice Linguist Sr. 
RV Brandon Stiggers Jr. 


CB Anthony Arline* Sr. A two-year starter with four career INTs. 

CB CJ. Wilson* Sr. Led Big 12 last season with five interceptions. 
FS Dwain Crawford So. Takes over for team’s leading tackler. 
“Returning starter 


scrimmages of the spring, he was 42 of 61 
for 383 yards and five touchdowns. 

“There isn’t anybody in the confer- 
ence right now that I’d want over him,” 
Hays said. “There might be some guys 
with more physical tools, but Shawn’s 
as accurate and as smart as anybody 
out there.” 

The biggest addition to the offensive 
line was Morriss as the position coach. 
Besides playing 15 years in the NFL with 
the Philadelphia Eagles and New England 
Patriots, Morriss coached the line in stops 
that included four years of pro ball. 

“It's good to get back on the field,” 
said Morriss, who's coaching a position 
for the first time since becoming a head 
coach six years ago. 


“That's kind of my forte. And I think 


Has 15.5 tackles for loss in past two years. 


Needs to become a playmaker. 
Back in the program after stop at junior college, 


Jason Lamb, Fr. 
Vincent Rhodes, So. 
Quincy Jenkins, Sr. 
Geoff Nelson, Jr. 
Joe Pawelek, Fr. 
Ben Hixson, So. 
Jeremy Williams, Fr. 
Marlon Price, So. 
James Todd, Sr. 
Braelon Davis, Jr. 
Jordan Lake, Fr. 


it’s helped my relationship with the whole 
team. They see me out here working and 
not just a walk-around coach anymore.” 

In the final week of spring training, 
Morriss swapped two of his starters, 
putting senior Yancy Boatner at center 
and senior Will Blaylock at right guard. 
The rest of the line has junior Chad 
Smith at left guard, senior Travis Farst 
at left tackle and sophomore Jason 
Smith at right tackle. 


DEFENSE 


Since “you don’t know what’s going to 
happen” with a new offense, Morriss is 
counting on the defense to carry the 
Bears early in the season. 

But defensive coordinator Bill Bradley 
is like the little boy at the dike, scram- 
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BEARS RECRUITING 2006 


Tim Alchison, 08 

As a senior, Atchison had 147 tackles and six interceptions. His great 
frame at 6-2, 185 pounds with solid speed should allow him to come 
in and compete with the current defensive backfield already at Baylor. 
Atchison was rated as the No. 42 safety in the country and had offers 
from schools including Georgia Tech, Purdue, Oklahoma State and 
Texas Tech. 


David Getils, WR 

Originally a 2005 signee, Gettis will enter as a freshman in 2006 after 
getting the nod from the NCAA Clearinghouse. Gettis chose to stay 
with Baylor and what a choice it will be for the Bears. Rated as a four- 
star prospect in 2005, the 6-4, 198-pounder should step in right away 
4 at receiver for Baylor. 


Emest Smith, WA 
After Hurricane Katrina, Smith moved from his New Orleans home to 
John Tyler High School in Tyler, Texas where he lit it up on the field. 
Smith has the height, at 6-4, which college coaches are looking for in 
Wa big play wide-out. The three-star prospect will get a chance to prove 
=) his abilities early. 


FS SIEWELOWIVIERS OF KAIPALT 


Pos. Hr.,Wr. Stars HOMETOWN ScHoot 


ATCHISON, Tim DB 6-2,185 ooo Copperas Cove, TX Copperas Cove 
Rivals.com's No, 42 safety. ... No. 90 recruit in Texas, ... First-team All-State. ... Had six 
interceptions and three blocked kicks as a senior. 


BEATTY, Tyler QB 6-3,187 oo Pflugerville, TX Pflugerville 
Threw for 1,688 yards and 14 touchdowns in only season as starter. ... Rushed for 133 
yards and two touchdowns. 


BRYAN, Antareis DB 60,165 oo Dallas 


Helped team to district title. ... Intercepted three passes as a senior. 


BUFORD, Chris DE 6-4,255 oo Arlington, TX Bowie 


Had 50 tackles and 12 sacks in five games as a senior. ... Also played tight end. 


CARLSON, Greg LB 6-4,220 oo Spring, TX Klein Oak 


Had 165 tackles as a senior. ... Started at defensive tackle as a junior. 


CRISS, Dominique DB 5-10,173 ooo Arlington, TX Bowie 
Rivals.com’s No, 60 cornerback. ... Had 70 tackles, eight pass break-ups as a senior. ... 
Also played running back. 


FENTY, Justin WR 5-10,160 oo Denton, TX Ryan 


Three-year Starter. ... Caught 60 passes for 866 yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior. 


Carter 


THE SLEEPER 


Greg Carlson, LB 

Going into his senior year, the versatile 
6-4, 220-pound Carlson moved from 
defensive end to linebacker which paved 
the way for a big performance. He was 
the district co-MVP. Carlson had offers 
from schools including Duke, lowa State, 
Indiana, Missouri, New Mexico, TCU, and 
UTEP before committing to the Bears in 
November. His big frame and great speed 
on defense should make for an exciting 
career at Baylor. Look for big things from 
Carlson as he goes into his second and 
third year in the Big 12. 


Pos. Hr, Wr. 


MITCHELL, Chris 


IB 62,240 oo 


Committments 
Average Stars 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 68 


COST MEEODS 


A quarterback is the biggest need for the 
Bears. The Big 12 program will look for one 
pure passer to lead the way for the group 
with an outside chance at two. Baylor will 
also try to sure up depth on both the offen- 
sive and defensive lines. 


Big 12: 12 


ScHoot 
Lancaster 


Hometown 


Lancaster, TX 


Stars 


Was a defensive lineman and tight end at Lancaster but will move to linebacker. ... Had 


112 tackles and seven sacks. 


NORICE, Anthony 


QB 60,172 99 


Dallas Skyline 


Second team All-District. ... Completed 61 of 135 passes with 1,311 yards and 13 


touchdowns as a senior. 


PIERCE, Andre 


RB 5-8,176 oo 


Mesquite, TX Rowlett 


Second-leading rusher in Metroplex with 2,301 yards and 24 touchdowns. ... First-team 


All-State. 
PRINCE, Reid 


OL 64,255 oo°0 


Dallas Highland Park 


Highland Park’s 15-0 state title team averaged more than 490 yards per game. ... 


Allowed one sack in last two seasons. 


RANDLE, Ben 


WR 6-5,200 o© 


Plano, TX West 


Caught 29 passes for 732 yards and 10 touchdowns, ...Father Ervin Randle was a two- 
time All-Southwest Conference selection for Baylor. 


REDFEARN, Connor DT 6-2, 280 


oo Santa Monica, CA Santa Monica 


FINLEY, Jay RB 5-11,19) ooo Corsicana, TX Corsicana 
Rivals.com's No. 49 overall running back. ... Rushed for 2,148 yards and 18 touchdowns 
in two seasons. 


GETTIS, David 


WR 6-4,200 ooo 
Signed with Baylor in 2004, ... Will also run track for Baylor. ... Participated in spring drills. 


Los Angeles Dorsey 


HAGENS, Dylan OL 6-7,260 oo Shiner, TX Shiner 


Second team All-State. ... Played offensive guard, defensive end and defensive tackle. 


HARDEMAN, Jameon DE 6-1,240 oo Dallas Kimball 
Originally signed with Arizona State in 2005. ... Participated in Baylor spring practice. ... 
Had six sacks and 70 tackles as a senior. 


HICKS, James WR 62,175 ooo Waco, TX Midway 
Caught 77 passes for 1,306 yards and 14 touchdowns as a senior. ... District co-offen- 
sive MVP. ... Scored 28 goals for the soccer team in 2005. 


JAMES, Roman DB 6-1,180 oo Sharon, MA Sharon 
Partial qualifier in 2004. ... Did not enroll until 2005. ... Son of former New England 
Patriots safety Ronald James. 


JOHNSON, Adrian DT 62,175 oo°0 Tyler, TX Tyler 
Rivals.com’s No. 59 defensive tackle. ... Expected to play offensive line for Baylor. ... 
First-team All-State offensive guard. 

KING, Randy DE 6-4,245 oo Alice, TX 

Late addition to Baylor's class, signing on Feb. 26. ... First-team All-District. 
MICHEL, Jeremy OL 6-5,280 oo Bradenton, FL Manatee 


Helped schoo! to first regional title since 1994. ... Also played long snapper. ... Blocked 
for area's leading rusher. 


Alice 
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Started eight games at defensive tackle in only junior college season. ... Spent 2003-04 
as walk-on at Ole Miss, but did not play. 


RUBLES, Calvin DB 6-3,18 oo Richardson, TX — Berkner 
Had six interceptions and 44 tackles as a senior. ... First-team All-District. ... Also 
played basketball and track. 


SANDERS, Jeremy ATH 62,199 ooo Marlin, TX Marlin 
Three-year starter. ... Threw for 2,530 yards and 27 touchdowns with only one inter- 
ception as a senior. ... Also rushed for 882 yards and 16 touchdowns. ... All-State hon- 
orable mention. 


SMITH, Emest WR 6-4,200 ooo Tyler, TX Tyler 
Rivals.com’s No. 40 wide receiver. ... No. 48 recruit in Texas. ... Moved to Tyler from 
New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. 


STIGGERS, Brandon DB 60,199 9°90 Compton, CA Compton CC 
Walked on to Baylor in 2004-05 before going to Compton CC. ... Had 121 tackles and 
three interceptions last season. 


TAYLOR, Brad QB 6-3,205 oo Madisonville, TX Madisonville 
Three-year starter. ... Threw for 1,010 yards and nine touchdowns in an option offense. 
... Rushed for 661 yards and eight touchdowns. 


TOLBERT, Paul 1B 6-1,230 oo Decatur, MS East Central CC 


Enrolled for spring semester. ... Had 76 tackles in seven games. ... Three-year starter 
at Clinch County (Ga.). 


WARD, Jwaun DB 61,208 oo Perkinston, MS Miss, Gulf Coast 6c 
Enrolled for spring semester. ... Helped Mississippi Gulf Coast to first playoff appear- 
ance since 1984. ... Played for Tennessee-Chattanooga in 2003. 
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BEARS SPRING ROSTER ) Gai 


. Ht. Wr. Cuass Hometown . » Br.) Wr.» CLass Homerown or a guy who can run a quarter-mile in less 
80 JORDANADAMS TE 6-4 268 Jr Arlington 89 LEQUANTUM McDONALD DE 6-3 281 Fr __Waco than 46 seconds, a year is like a lifetime. 
82__ JUSTIN AKERS TE 6-5 236 Fr_Deer Park 22 _ MARCUS MEAD 1B 6-2 220 So Alva, OK Freshman wide receiver David Gettis from Los 
20 CALEB ALLEN PK 6-0 175 So __ Arlington 81 _ MIKE MILLER TE 6-3 243 Jr __Lake Charles, LA Angeles originally signed with the Bears in 


6 ANTHONY ARLINE CB 6-2 194 Sr_San Antonio 44 NICK MOORE 1B 6-1 227 _Jt_Arlington___ February 2005. But he was not cleared academi- 


3__MIKAIL BAKER WR 6-0 191 So Dallas 17__ PAUL MOSLEY RB &3 235 ‘Sr __ Austin cally by the NCAA Clearinghouse until April 
60 JUSTIN BANNISTER 1B 6-2 248 Fr Austin CRAIG MUNN WR 6-0 189 Waco 2006 


14 _ BRYAN BAYS 0S 5-9 182 Sr Dallas NICK MYATT DS 6-2 204 Waco ‘3 . as 
2_ JOSH BELL (B60 165 dr Dallas GEOFFNELSON DE 6-2 25 Cedar Hill Tt was devastating being in the house, know- 
11 SHAWN BELL 8 6-1 219 St China Spring 17 LATIFNURUDEEN CB 6-1 Friendswood ing that I should be playing football or running 
6 JOE BENNETT WR_5-7 167 So _ Arlington 19 _CHUDI OGADI OS 5-10 198 Jr Houston track,” said Gettis, a three-time California state 
3__ BROOK BLACK P__6-2 179 So __Houston 7_CURTISOKPARA CB 6-0 178 So__Missouri City champion in the 400 meters who ran a national- 
50 WILL BLAYLOCK C_6-2 308 Sr_Tyler 25 _ JUSTIN OSINDE, __'DE__6-5_207__ So Artington best 45.84 seconds in 2005. 

74 THAD BOAINER _0G_6-7 273 ‘Fr _Hamilton 68 _NICK PACE OT 6-3 289 Jr Katy os 
76 YANCY BOATNER _0G_6-4 327 Sr __Hamilton 5 TERRANCE PARKS TE 6-4 243 Jr __Lufkin ee he got the news that he was eligible 
7 TREY BRYANT DI 6-3 318 Fr Richardson 46 JOE PAWELEK LB 6-2 225 Fr__ Spring Branch a : h 
50 QOOPERCALHOUN DE 62 255° Fr Garland ~SC:*C*~C*«*~S*S:*S*SREY PAYNE WR 59 182 Ta Marque I don’t know how to do a back flip, but I did 

85 RYANCAMPBELL WR 63 185 Fr Fort Worth 19 CLAY PETERSON 0B _5-10 180 Lincoln, NE one mentally,” he said. 
58 CHRIS CAREY DE 6-3 253 Fr New Braunfels JON PIORKOWSKI OS _6-3_ 219 Lake St. Louis, MO * Coaching might not be genetic, but it cer- 
1 DWAINCRAWFORD FS 6-0 202 So Giddings MARIO PRICE RB 5-10 200 Fort Worth tainly seems to run through the Phillips family’s 
10 _ MICHAEL CUBA Rov 6-2 199 Jr _ Taylor MARLON PRICE Rov _6-2_ 180 Dallas bloodlines. 
5 ORE 66 en ie A ee Quarterbacks coach Wes Phillips is the son 
7 __ DAMON DOTSON FB 5-9 211 Sr _ Houston 92 CONNOR REDFEARN DT 6-2 290 Mt. Pleasant e San Di Ch defons} dinat 
48 _ TRAVIS EATON LB 6-2 193 Sr __New Braunfels VINCENT RHODES _DT_6-2_310 Denison sap Ar 8 Rae bce Si 
3 NATEFARLEY S62 193 So Denison ~—~C*«*«~C2'~SCGREG RICHARDSON OB 6-3 230 So Fairview Wade Phillips and grandson of former Houston 
67 _ TRAVIS FARST OT 6-7 327 St Cedar Park CLAY RITCHEY TE 6-2 223 San Antonio Oilers and New Orleans Saints head coach Bum 
52 TYFINDLEY  +‘-B 6-0 218 So Marshal RYAN ROBERTS QB 6-0 205 Keller Phillips. 
54 COREY FORD DT 6-3 304 Sr _ Dallas MT, ROBINSON DT 6-1 305 Newport News, VA “It's not so much a pressure to live up to 
90 MARCUSFOREMAN DE 6-2 248 Sr Hewitt 27_RALPH RODRIGUEZ _S_5-10 193 __Jr__Fort Stockton_ them,” said the 27-year-old Phillips. “I just don’t 
Fi) DAN GAY OG 65 314 _So__Lafayette, LA Bi SES SRDS See want to be the guy that brings the name down.” 
ee DEUS) 243 150 es 30 SAM SHALALA IS 61 218 So Sugar tard ° With five interceptions and one fumble 
4 DAVID GETTIS WR 6-4 198 Fr. Los Angeles, CA 1__ TRENT SHELTON WR 6-2 207 _Sr_ Fort Worth P <i 
28 COREY GINDRAIT. Rov 60173 Fr Amarillo ~~—~CS*S*«SSCKLAVTON'SHOALS DT 6-3 281 St Texarkana recovery last season, cornerback C.J. Wilson 
23. JUSTIN GREEN (B 5-8 157 Fr Converse 26 CARLSIMS WR 5-10 168 So Waco topped the team’s 2004 total for interceptions 
88 CHRISGRIESENBECK TE 63 250. Hr SanAntonio MICHAEL SLAUGHTER DE 6-6 253 Jr Lompoc, CA and was just three shy of the Bears’ national-low 
JAMEON HARDEMAN DE 6-1 248 Fr _ Dallas 0 _SAMSLEDGE C62 266 Fr_Midland nine turnovers gained. Baylor went from dead 


RICKY HASOON C_ 6:2 280 Jr __ Katy ae last to tied for 14th nationally with 16 intercep- 
RYAN HAVENS PK 5-10 197 Sr_Odessa a EE tions and 29 total turnovers last season. 


5 MIRE ONE OA ae JASON SMITH 5 287 Dallas a sie : i 
ANDREW HEARD ___WR 3-12 284 St_Cueso ® In addition to Phillips and offensive coordi- 


75 JORDAN HEARVEY OT 6-4 300 Fr Richardson AVERY SNEED -9 155 El Paso Se £0 
93 JULIAN HILL DE 6324 S Kay BRANDON STIGGERS 6-0 188 Houston nator Lee Hays, who both came from Division II 


35 BEN HIXSON 1B 62 235 So Southlake DARY STONE K_ 6-0 160 Dallas West Texas A&M, head coach Guy Morriss hired 
31 BENNETT HOEFER FS 5-10 173 dr Woodway Ti COURTNEY SWIFT ___DT_6:2 259 Fr_Richardson linebackers coach Gary Joe Kinne from Canton 
78 ANDERSONHORN DT 6-5 268 St Deer Park 14 BLAKE SZYMANSKI QB 6-4 198 Fr__Wichita Falls___ High School. 

55 PAULHOWARD LB 6-2 250 Sr _ Denison bee ee Ee A former All-Southwest Conference linebacker 


30 ROMAN JAMES FS 6-1 174 Fr Sharon, MA DAMIEN TAYLOR 63 271 Waco : : 
Sn ta i ee NN ee at Ba lor 1986-89 P Kinne was 28-8 in three 
23 DESMOND JENKINS FS 5-10 198 So Trinidad 26__QUEITO EASLEY _WR_ 6-1 1175 So Katy laph ) 


ae ee eee JOSHUA THOMPSON t 265 Dallas years at the East Texas high school and led the 
“$ ANTONIO JONES LB 63 229° Das JAMES TODD 184 Marshall Eagles to the Class 3A state quarterfinals last 
25 JACOBY JONES RB 5-11 219 So Bangs PAUL TOLBERT 1 220 Decatur, MS season. 

42 ZACH JONES OS 5-11 204 dt Pflugerville KEEGAN VANN 6-0_ 242 Katy Kinne made national headlines in April 2005, 
21 JORDAN LAKE FS 6-2 203 Fr Houston 3) RAYLON WALTERS DE 65 221 Pr Houston when he was shot by an angry parent at the high 
12 JAKE LAMAR Rov 6-0 187 So Bedford wee ee Se school fieldhouse. He lost 80 percent of his liver 
BS? _JASOHLAMB TE 6-6 282 Pr ihe 2 ERANDON WHT RS 5-10 2B, and dropped 95 pounds off his 280-pound frame, 


C 5 7 THOMAS WHITE WR 6-2 204 Plano 
15 MAURICE LINGUIST OS 5-10 207 Sr_ Mesquite = = : but Kinne had a remarkable recovery and 
47_ DANIEL LOPEZ 1B 5-11 221 Jr Brownsville ALTON PIDEMDS. "= C8” 5211176 Baise ; 


AL MATELOTT Of 65 318 Sr Wiggins, MS JEREMY WILLIAMS 0S 5.10 206 Dallas returned in time for Canton’s first two-a-day 
10 JASON LOVWORN OB 541174 So Dallas C.J. WILSON CB 6-1 195 Terrell workouts in August. 
DOMINIQUE ZEIGLER WR 6-3 180 Killeen 
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Cr ae 
Ww atarmy o 
Pat texas Aaa.) 
rw oiitona 20 ea7 


L Texas Tech ty 
2 


Cmp Yds TD Long Yds/G 
320 190 1964 12 55 196.4 
é 324 1 #49 405 


Yds/G 
597 


o 
FI 
Y 
y 
t 


RECEIVING 


Zeigler 
Rochon 


Shelton L Texas 
L at Missouri 16-31 


Ww Oklahoma State 44-34 


: 
Ned 
i) 
a 
A 
Q 
2 
0 
iS 


DEF. LEADERS 


106 Linoy’s SPorRTS ANNUALS WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2006 


r4 
Wy 
; 
u 
3 
Y 
t 
t 
8 


bling to plug every hole. There are seven 
starters to replace, including pass-rushing 
end Montez Murphy, linebacker Colin 
Allred and rover Willie Andrews. 
“You've got some pretty good question 

marks,” Bradley said. 
“T don’t know if we'll be better (than 
the ’05 defense). We're hoping we can be 
just as good. But you're not going to sell 
them all down the river. It just depends 
on who steps up.” 

A potential all-senior front of tackles 
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M.T. Robinson and Klayton Shoals, and 
ends Marcus Foreman and Julian Hill, is 
solid enough, Bradley said. “But any of 
those guys’ flashes haven't been close to 
Montez Murphy.” 

Equally tough to replace is Andrews, 
who owned the rover position for the past 
three years. He had 59 tackles last season 
with 7.5 stops behind the line, four quar- 
terback hurries and three pass breakups. 

Brandon Stiggers won a spring battle 
for the spot, but Bradley might also look 
at junior college transfer Jwaun Ward 
from Mississippi. 

In the middle, junior Nick Moore and 
redshirt freshman Antonio Jones are 
replacing senior starters at linebacker. 

The strength of the defense is the sec- 
ondary, especially if junior cornerback 
Braelon Davis comes back from aca- 
demic probation. That will give Bradley 
the freedom to rotate senior cornerback 
C.J. Wilson, who had 45 tackles and 
a league-best five interceptions, to free 


safety or rover. 


SPECIAL TERMS 

The biggest casualty was losing special 
teams coach Mark Nelson to Tulsa. 

Over the past three seasons, no other 
area on the team has been anywhere near 
as strong as the special teams. Departed 
Shaun Rochon and Willie Andrews both 
earned All-Big 12 honors as kick return- 
ers, while punter Daniel Sepulveda was 
the 2004 Ray Guy Award winner and 
ranked third in the nation last year with 


a 46,.2-yard average. 
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Knack For Game 
QB’s Best Asset 


Before new offensive coordinator 
Lee Hays even had a chance to get 
comfortable in his new chair, he got 
a visit from quarterback Shawn Bell. 

“He showed up the day I got the 
job and wanted the playbook, want- 
ed the cut-ups,” Hays said of the 
6-1, 218-pound senior from China 
Spring, which is a stone's throw from 
Baylor's campus in Waco. 

“Christmas Day, he calls and asks 
me about a read.” 

The disciplined, cerebral side is 
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one of the intangibles that Bell brings 
to the offense. As the son of a football 
coach, his knowledge of the game is 
unbelievably high. 

“He's like a little coach. He's mini- 
me,” Hays said. 

Bell was 5-4 as a starter last year, 
losing two road games in overtime. 
And in a loss at Missouri, he came 
off the bench to throw for 206 yards 
and two touchdowns in the last 18 
minutes, nearly sparking a miracu- 
lous comeback. 

Bell, who holds the school record 
for career completion percentage 
(59.9), was 190 of 320 for 1,964 
yards, with 12 touchdowns with six 
interceptions last season. 

But more than ever, the offense 
seems to fit him like a glove. 

“It’s not about the big arm,” said 
Bell, who threw for 8,437 yards while 
playing for his dad at China Spring 
High School. 

“We're not going to five-step drop 
and throw it 70 yards down the field. 
It's going to be pinpoint accuracy and 
good reads, and hopefully that will 
play to my strengths.” 

The knock on Bell, somewhat 
unjustly, has been his lack of arm 
strength. But head coach Guy Morriss 
said he’s a master at taking “what they 
give you.” 

“The thing about Shawn is he’s got 
a good feel for when to go down and 
when to drop it off and find the outlet 
when he needs to,” Morriss said. “And 
you have to have that in this offense, 
because you're not going to hit the big 
play every time.” 

For the first time in his career, Bell 
is not having to constantly peek over 
his shoulder. Redshirt freshman Blake 
Szymanski or incoming freshman Tyler 
Beatty might be the future, but Bell is 
the clear-cut No. 1 going into his 
senior season. 

“I just think that the confidence 
that the new coaches have in me 
makes me so much of a better quarter- 
back,” Bell said. 


Sepulveda suffered a torn ACL in his 
(non-kicking) right knee in the spring 
while playing pick-up basketball, and is 
expected back by October, possibly earlier. 

Ryan Havens was 16 of 23 on field 


goal attempts, with a long of 49. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Early momentum is key for the Bears, 
who play four of their first five games at 
home. 

After a 3-0 start last year against SMU, 
I-AA Samford and Army, Baylor opens 
2006 against defending Mountain West 
Conference champion TCU. 

“T think the first one will be key. No 
doubt,” said Morriss, who is facing his 
alma mater for the first time as a head 
coach. “I won't say we've circled it, but 
that’s definitely the one we're pointing 
toward.” 

Baylor will face six 2005 bowl 
teams, including national champion 
Texas. But the Bears play host to Texas 
A&M and Oklahoma at Floyd Casey 
Stadium after losing overtime games 
on the road in 2005. 

— Jerry Hill 


= or | | | 


Sept. 2 TCU 


Sept. 9 NORTHWESTERN STATE 


' Sept.16 at Washington State — 
” Sept. 23 ARMY 
~ Sept. 30 KANSAS STATE 
Oct. 7 at Colorado 
Oct. 14 at Texas 
“Oct.21 = KANSAS ~ 
“Oct.28 TEXASASM 
' Nov. 4 at Texas Tech 
Nov. 11 at Oklahoma State 
Nov. 18 OKLAHOMA ~ 
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TH TEXAS MEAN 


AT A GLANCE 


"2.9 overall, 2-5 Sun Belt (7th) 


Darrell Dickey — — At ‘North ‘Texas a 
| overall: 39-35; 8 years — 


RETURNING STARTERS Siem 
{hs 9 offense, 7 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


RB Jamario ‘Thomas, WR Johnny Quinn, 
OB Daniel Meager, OB Matt Phillips, 
1B Maurice Holman, S Aaron Weathers — 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS : 
North exas should be at the ion 2 the {| 


i eld, The offensive . 
“line returns four starters, with the only 


Chad Rose. The linebackers are the 
strength of the defense, and the defensive: 
line is much improved. : 


PO TENTIAL PROBLE MS 


" Quarterback play Was. ‘subpar a vyeat ago; 
was it inexperience or just a lack of abili-- 
ty? The secondary also lost all-league ; 
defenders in TJ. Covington and Ja’Mel 
Branch. The talent is ed but it is 

inexperienced. 


"RB Patrick Cobbs, DB Ja’Mel Branch, 
DB T.J. Covington, DL Chris Miller 


The Mean Green slipped badly aires win- tt 
ning the previous four Sun Belt: Conference. 
championships. But North Texas wasn’t by 
exactly overmatched in. conference play, 
with its five league losses coming by 

a combined 21 points. With 17 starters — 


_ returning, the Mean Green has an. Sole . 


chance of turning close losses into wins . + 
and ven a recite in the Sun Belt race. 
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GREEN 


newcomer being redshirt freshman. center i 


NORTH 


Enough Talent in Place to Be Sun Belt Factor 


OFFENSE 


The Mean Green returns nine starters 
on offense, but the key is going to be its 
play at quarterback. 

Daniel Meager started all 11 games last 
year as a redshirt freshman, but the pass- 
ing game struggled and allowed oppo- 
nents to focus on the run. Sophomore 
Matt Phillips looked solid during the 
spring and could certainly earn the start- 
ing job this fall. 

North Texas should be much better up 
front, which will be a delight to junior tail- 
back Jamario Thomas, who led the nation 
in rushing as a freshman two years ago. He 
gained just 361 yards last year, but he was 
hampered by a hamstring injury as well as 
playing behind senior Patrick Cobbs. 

The top four receivers are back, led by 
Johnny Quinn who caught a team-high 59 
passes for 591 yards and five touchdowns 
last season. The senior is also the best punt 
returner in the conference and will handle 
kickoff duties with Zach Muzzy. 

Junior Brandon Jackson (22 recep- 
tions), senior Muzzy (9) and senior Joel 
Nwigwe (11) don’t have staggering num- 
bers, but they help form arguably the best 
receiving corps in the Sun Belt. 

The offensive line returns intact, with 
the exception of center, where redshirt 
freshman Chad Rose will start. 


DEFENSE 


Defense was a staple for the Mean 
Green when it won four straight Sun Belt 
titles, but it took a huge step backward last 
season, allowing 31.5 points per game. 

The Mean Green returns seven starters 
on that side of the ball and tinkered with 


a 3-4 scheme during spring drills with the 
hope of better using its personnel. 

The line should be much improved 
because Sky Pruitt and Montey 
Stevenson gained valuable experience last 
season. Junior Jeremiah Chapman returns 
after starting all 11 games last season, 

North Texas’ strength on defense 
should be at linebacker where all-confer- 
ence players Phillip Graves and Maurice 
Holman return. Brandon Monroe had 67 
tackles as a freshman, while Shawn Early, 
who missed last season with a knee injury, 
will be a major contributor. 

The biggest concern is that all-league cor- 
ners JaMel Branch and T.J. Covington are 
gone. Senior Tyrone Carter will start at one 
corner, while sophomore Dominque Green 
probably will stare at the other spot. 
Redshirt freshmen Antoine Bush, Desmond 
Chatman and Korey Washington are mak- 
ing a bid for playing time. 

Aaron Weathers, who was the Sun Belt 
Newcomer of the Year last season, is one 
of the top safeties in the league. He led 
North Texas with 113 tackles and three 


interceptions. 


SPECIAL TEHMS 


The Mean Green must replace kicker 
Nick Bazaldua, who graduated as the pro- 
gram’s all-time leading scorer (247 points). 

Senior Denis Hopovac, who was 
Bazaldua’s backup, is the projected starter 
going into the season, while sophomore 
Kelly Conway is the backup. 

Sophomore Truman Spencer, who 
averaged more than 37 yards per punt last 
year, is back. 

— Monte Hale 
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AT A GLANCE 


7-6 overall, 5-3 Big 12 (1st, North) 


Dan Hawkins — At Colorado: first year; 
overall in I-A: 53-10, 5 years 


12; 5 offense, 6 defense, kicker 


QB Bernard Jackson, LB Thaddaeus 
Washington, TB Hugh Charles, QB Brian 
White, OL Mark Fenton, DE Maurice Lucas, 
CB Terrence Wheatley, FS J.J. Billingsley 


' There is a lot of experience on defense 
with six returning starters and nine other 
players who have started at least two 
games. There are five starting-caliber line 
backers vying for three jobs. Speedy 

RB Hugh Charles should excel in 
Hawkins’ offense. 


Both lines are short on quality depth, so 
injuries could create a major headache. 
The Buffs have been spoiled with a three- 
year starter at quarterback. Whoever wins 
the job in fall camp is bound to suffer 
some growing pains. 


QB Joel Klatt, TE Joe Klopfenstein, 
FB Lawrence Vickers, LB Brian Iwuh, 
DT James Garee, CB Gerett Burl 


This team needs a leader and playmaker 
to emerge at the quarterback position. 
The Buffs struggled in their new offense 
in spring ball and must make big strides 
in August to get off to a fast start. The 
defense might have to carry the load, 
which could be asking a lot against a 
typically tough non-conference schedule. 


COLORADO 


eedde # FILA Ie, Ss 


For more coverage of the Buffaloes, visit wusw.colorado.rivals.com 


Hawkins’ Transition Appears Smooth — Minus a GB 


The turmoil of the Gary Barnett era 
finally seems to be in the rearview mir- 
ror with Dan Hawkins taking over in 
Boulder after five successful years at 
Boise State. 

He inherits a team that lost its final 
three regular-season games by a com- 
bined score of 130-22, but rebounded to 
battle Clemson in the Champs Sports 
Bowl, falling 19-10. The transition 
between coaching staffs was surprisingly 
smooth, with no players deciding to 
transfer as of mid-May. 

The Buffs return a solid mix of experi- 
ence on defense, but must find a way to 
quickly improve offensively. Fortunately, 
Hawkins is known for producing bold 
offenses with aggressive game plans. 
He also will have the best place-kicker in 
the country at his disposal. 

The bigger question is whether he has 
the personnel in Boulder to fit his offen- 
sive scheme. It’s a mix of the one-back 
approach he used at Boise State and the 
pass-happy approach employed at 
Arizona State, where offensive coordina- 
tor Mark Helfrich coached before coming 
to Boulder. 

It also employs some elements of the 
offense used at Cal, where passing game 
coordinator and receivers coach Eric 
Kiesau coached for four seasons. 

The Buffs made their mark under 
Barnett with a solid running game and 
short passes in the West Coast offense. 
Hawkins insists the team will maintain its 
running persona while simultaneously 


taking more shots down the field with 


a more wide-open passing attack. 

There is no reason to doubt Hawkins 
means what he says. His offenses at Boise 
State were much more balanced than they 


were given credit. 


OFFENSE 


The first order of business is finding 
a quarterback. Three-year starter Joel 
Klatt graduated, leaving behind a six-man 
race to replace him. 

It’s a question that wasn’t settled after 
spring ball. 

Juniors Bernard Jackson and Brian 
White 


a college game — shared the majority of 


neither of whom has started 


the snaps, but senior James Cox will be in 
the mix in the fall after missing most of 
spring with a hand injury. 

Jackson is the most dynamic 
option with the ability to run and 
throw, but he has a lot of work to do 
reading defenses. Still, his mobility is 
what the coaches like to see. 

White has the strongest arm and is 
probably the favorite to start, but just 
barely. He saw some time in the bowl 
loss to Clemson, but didn’t help him- 
self much in the spring game, going 10 
of 24 for 102 yards and being sacked 
four times. 

Cox is a similar player to Joel Klatt, the 
starter the past three seasons. In limited 
time the past two seasons, Cox has com- 
pleted 41 of 78 passes. 

True freshman Cody Hawkins, the 
coach’s son and one of the premier quar- 


terback prospects in the West, surprising- 
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ly decided to enroll this fall instead of 
grayshirting. He’s only 5-11, but can’t be 
counted out. 

Finding a quarterback is only the first 
step. The Buffs need at least one play- 
maker to emerge at wide receiver, where 
the team lacks speed. 

Dusty Sprague, Patrick Williams and 
Stephone Robinson were the best in 
spring. Blake Mackey must return to 
form after a torn ACL. 

Hawkins is excited about being able to 
game plan using Hugh Charles’ speed out 
of the backfield. Charles rushed for 858 
yards, averaging 4.5 per carry last season, 
and should get more help this season 
from the offensive line. 

Four other running backs figure to 
have a shot to play. Junior Byron Ellis 


2005 stats: 110.3 ypg rushing (9th Big 12/97th NCAA), 222.8 ypg passing (6ti/59th), 333.1 ypy total offense (Sth/87th), 23.5 ppg (Sthv78th) 


QB Bernard Jackson dr. 
RB Hugh Charles* Jr. 
FB  SamsonJagoras Jr. 
WR Patrick Williams So. 
Dusty Sprague” Jr. 
TE Paul Creighton Sr. 
LT Edwin Harrison* dr. 
LG Brian Daniels* Sr. 


No clear-cut favorite; Jackson is explosive athlete. 

On pace for 1,000 yards in 2005 before injuries hit OL. 
FB has less emphasis after switch to one-back offense. 
Must avoid drops and live up to potential. 

Won't scare anyone with his speed. 

One of three players who could emerge here. 

Finally back at tackle after a season at guard. 

A four-year starter and all-conference caliber player. 


B. White, Jr/James Cox, Sr. 
B. Ellis, Jr/M. Holliday, Sr. 
Jake Behrens, Fr. 

Blake Mackey, Sr. 
Stephone Robinson, Jr. 
Tyson DeVree, Jr. 

Devin Head, Fr. 

Bryce MacMartin, Sr. 


C Mark Fenton* Sr. 


RG Daniel Sanders So. 


RT Tyler Polumbus Jr. 


A finalist for the Rimington Trophy in 2005. 
Young, but is a solid run blocker. 
Missed entire spring after shoulder surgery. 


Zach Jones, Fr. 
Jack Tipton, Sr. 
Paul Backowski, Fr. 


*Returning starter 


2005 stats: 100.2 ypg rushing (3rd Big 12/11th NCAA), 248.9 passing (11th/87th), 249.2 total offense (7th/41st), 23.6 ppy (7th/45th) 


DE MauriceLucas* So. 
DT George Hypolite So. 
DT Brandon Nicholas So. 
DE Abraham Wright Sr. 
LB Thaddaeus Washington* Sr. 
LB Jordon Dizon* J. 
LB Brad Jones So. 
CB Terrence Wheatley Jr. 
CB Gardner McKay —So. 
SS Ryan Walters So. 
FS Jd. Billingsley* Sr. 


A Butkus Award candidate. 


Delivers punishing big hits. 


“Returning starter 


spelled Charles last year. Transfers Mell 
Holliday and Thomas Perez both bring 
more power. 

The wild card is 


Demetrius Sumler, the all-time leading 


true freshman 


high school ground gainer in the San 
Diego area. 

CU has produced four NFL draft 
picks at tight end in the past 11 years. 
A gaggle of players will vie for playing 
time, including Tyson Devree, a transfer 
from Western Michigan, seniors Paul 
Creighton and Dan Goettsch and red- 
shirt freshman Riar Geer. 

The line is led by Rimington Trophy 
candidate Mark Fenton at center. It could 
be a strong unit if tackle Tyler Polumbus 
and guard Jack Tipton recover from 


injuries. 


Has a pro body and the desire to reach his potential. 
Fed to the wolves last year as a freshman. 

A Notre Dame transfer with something to prove. 
Speed rusher must be more physical against the run. 


A run stopper and playmaker in his first two seasons, 
Must fill the big shoes of Brian Iwuh. 

Returning from injury that kept him out last season. 
A greenhorn with all the tools to become a star. 


Always seems to be around the ball. 


A. Ligon, Sr/W. Boye-Doe, Sr. 
Taj Kaynor, Fr. 

Marcus Jones, Sr. 
Alonzo Barrett, Jr. 

RJ. Brown, So. 

Marcus Burton, So. 
Joe Sanders, Jr. 

Terry Washington, Sr. 
Ben Burney, So. 
Tyrone Henderson, Sr.* 
Lorenzo Sims, Sr.* 


DEFENSE 


The Buffs return seven starters and 16 
players with starting experience in a sim- 
ilar defense to what they played last sea- 
son under different coaches. 

The biggest addition is probably sec- 
ondary coach Greg Brown, who returns 
to Colorado after a dozen years in the 
NEL. Brown coached two players to the 
Jim Thorpe Award and a handful of 
players to NFL careers in the early 
1990s at CU. 

This team has a wealth of talent and 
experience returning in the secondary, 
but it’s the same group that finished 11th 
in the Big 12 and 87th nationally against 
the pass in 2005. 

Senior safety J.J. Billingsley is a proven 


playmaker, and cornerback Terrence 
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Jason Brace, DE 


Steven Fendry, TE 


| frame. 


Cody Hawkins, QB 


TF SITEMLCONMERS OF MPF T 


BEATTY, B.u. DE 62,201 ooo Kahuku, Hl Kahuku 
Rivals.com's No. 46 weakside defensive end. ... No. 5 recruit in Hawaii. ... Oahu Player 
of the Year as a senior. ... Had 50 career sacks including 17 as a senior. 


BORDERS, Quintin OL 65,290 °° Lexington, KY Bryan Station 


All-City defensive end as.a junior before putting on 50 pounds. 


BOYER, Bill OL 645,290 oo Lakewood, CO Green Mountain 


Started at offensive and defensive tackle as a senior. ... Added 36 tackles on defense. 


BRACE, Jason DE 65,250 ooo Spanaway, WA Spanaway Lake 
Rivals.com’s No. 50 strongside defensive end. ... No. 10 recruit in Washington. ... Had 
47 tackles, including 14 for a loss, as a senior. ... Had seven sacks in 2005. 


BROWN, Cha'pelle DB 59,170 oo LaPuente,CA —_Los Altos 
Intercepted eight passes as a senior. ... Also contributed more than 1,600 offensive 
yards and 19 touchdowns. 


DRESCHER, Justin OL 6-2,245 oo Southlake, TX Carroll 
Projects as a long snapper. ... Snapped every extra point, field goal and punt in 32 games 
with only one bad snap. 


FAATAGI, Erick OL 63,220 oo Torrance, CA El Camino College 
All-American honorable mention at offensive guard last season. ...Blocked for two 
1,000-yard running backs in high school at Los Angeles Dorsey. 


FENDRY, Steven TE 66,232 ooo Castle Rock, C0 Douglas County 
Rivals.com’s No. 28 tight end. ... No. 6 recruit in Colorado. ... As a senior, caught 37 
passes for 571 yards and nine touchdowns. ... Took snaps at defensive end and long 
snapper. 


HAWKINS, Cody 
Rivals.com’s No. 17 pro-style quarterback. ... No. 1 prospect in Idaho. . 
Colorado coach Dan Hawkins. ... Over the last two seasons, threw 73 touchdown 
passes against 13 interceptions. ... Offense in 2005 scored 607 points in 12 games. 


QB 5-11,175 ooo Boise, ID Bishop Kelly 


.. Son of 


HAWKINS, Jonathan DB 5-10,179 oo Moreno Valley, CA Rancho Verde 
Had 90 tackles and two interceptions during his senior season. ... Didn't start playing 
football until junior year. 


HERROD, Marquez DE 6-3,220 ooo Escondido, CA San Pasqual 
Rivals.com’s No. 20 weakside defensive end. ... No. 75 recruit in California. ... Had five 
sacks as a senior. ... Also blocked two kicks. 


Brace is a player that would have likely not ended up in Boulder had it not 
been for Dan Hawkins. CU was on his list early, but other teams like 
Oregon, UCLA, and Oregon State were the teams to beat. Then Hawkins 
ended up at CU and after a January 13 official visit, Brace decided to 
| become a Buff. Brace is a big physical defensive end that has a great frame 
to build on. He's known as one of the top run stoppers in the Northwest. 


Played for one of the top programs in the state of Colorado, helping 
his team go deep in the playoffs as a senior. Fendry has big, long arms 
and is able to catch the ball well in traffic with his 6-6, 232-pound 


Yes, Hawkins is Dan Hawkins’ son, and no he didn’t get a scholarship 
just because of that. Hawkins, even though he is only 5-11 and 175 
pounds, is a talented signal-caller that was heavily courted by Oregon 
and Boise State before he decided to follow his father to CU. Hawkins’ 
best attribute is that he’s a winner and a great leader under center. 


THE SLEEPER 


( 


Jaslee Rouson, RB 

Rouson is heading from New Jersey 
all the way to the Rocky Mountains to 
play football for the Buffs. The two- 
star running back emerged onto the 
scene as a talented running back that 
racked up some solid offers before 
picking the Buffs. His father was 
a student at Colorado. 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 48 


LOOT (7EEDS 


Big 12: 10 


Hawkins was known for his physical play at 
Boise State and look for him to beef up the 
defense with aggressive and strong line- 
backers in 2007. More help at defensive back 
is also needed, and the Buffs would love to 
add another playmaker or two at receiver. 


LANG, Sherman WR 60,182 ooo Boca Raton, FL Fla. Air Academy 
Started at quarterback as a senior. ... Threw for 935 yards and ran for 250 yards. ... 
At cornerback, intercepted three passes in 2005. 


LAWSON, Eric DT 6-4,265 coo Castle Rock, CO Douglas County 
Rivals.com’s No. 14 recruit in Colorado. ... First-team All-State as a senior. ... Had five 
sacks as a senior. ... Also played offensive line and tight end. 


NONU, Justin IB 6-2,250 ooo Oceanside, CA Oceanside 
Rivals.com’s No. 46 inside linebacker. ... No. 88 overall recruit in California. ... First- 
team All-State as a junior. ... As a senior, had 177 tackles and five sacks. 


PEREZ, Thomas 6-1,220 ooo Compton, SA — Compton CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 50 junior college recruit. ... Averaged 8.2 yards per carry. ... Rushed 
for 928 yards and 14 touchdowns. 


ROUSON, Jaslee RB 5-10,220 oo Princeton, NJ The Hun School 
Rivals.com's No. 26 recruit in New Jersey. ... First-team All-State running back. ... 
Second team All-State as cornerback ... Rushed for 600 yards on 65 carries as a sen- 
ior. ...Father Lee Rouson played for Colorado from 1980-84 before going to the NFL. 


SIMON, Wes OL 6-1,288 ooo Plano, TX West 
Rivals.com’s No. 12 center. ... As a senior, had 101 pancake blocks and allowed one 
sack as a left tackle. ... Also played nose tackle. 


SIPILI, Michael 1B 61,240 ooo Honolulu, Hl Damien Memorial 
Rivals.com’s No. 34 inside linebacker ... No. 4 recruit in Hawaii. ... Recorded eight 
sacks, five fumble recoveries and four forced fumbles as a senior. 


SMITH, Jimmy ATH 61,175 ooo Colton, CA Colton 
Rivals.com’'s No. 57 athlete. ... No. 64 recruit in California. ... Averaged 21.2 yards per 
catch as a senior. ...On defense, had two interceptions and 15 pass deflections. ... 
Averaged 36 yards per punt return. 


SOLDER, Nate TE 6-8,240 ooo Buena Vista, CA Buena Vista 
Rivals.com’s No. 8 recruit in Colorado. ... No. 35 tight end. ... First-team All-State on 
offense and defense. ... Caught 31 passes for 513 yards and eight touchdowns. 


SUMLER, Demetrius RB 5-10,220 ooo San Diego Cathedral Catholic 
Rivals.com’s No. 48 running back. ... No. 98 recruit in California. ... Rushed for 2,467 
yards and 31 touchdowns as a senior. 


VITALE, JR., Ino ATH 6-5,245 oo Pago Pago, Samoa Nuuuli Tech 
Four-year starter at tight end. ... Used as a blocker, but caught 30 passes for 600 yards 
and five touchdowns as a senior. 
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55 JASON ACKERMANN JLB 6-1 225 Sr 
35 JOEL ADAMS 

1 JUSTIN ADAMS 
20 DANIEL AGOSTINO 
60 PAUL BACKOWSKI 

8 _ ALVIN BARNETT 
47 ALONZO BARRETT 
34 JAKE BEHRENS 

5 _ J.J. BILLINGSLEY 
33 WALTER BOYE-DOE 
18 DOMINIQUE BROOKS 
12 MACK BROWN 
34 RJ. BROWN 


Louisville 

DB 5-11 185 So Steamboat Springs 
TE 6-1 225 So Denver 

P 6-2 215 Fr Katonah, NY 

OL 6-6 285 Fr foley, MN 

WR 6-0 195 Jr Tulsa, OK 

DE 6-3 240 Jr Alabaster, AL 

FB 5-11 235 Fr Omaha, NE 

S$ 5-11.185 Sr Aurora 

DE 6-2 245 Sr Keller, TX 

S 6-1 180 Sr Mesquite, TX 

QB 6-3 215 Fr Overland Park, KS 
ILB 6-1 225 So Honolulu, HI 

42 BEN BURNEY CB 5-11 190 So Lone Tree 

54 MARCUS BURTON ILB 6-0 230 So Channelview, TX 
32 MAURICE CANTRELL ILB 6-0 225 So Cedar Rapids, IA 
19 BEN CARPENTER OLB 6-3 225 Sr Des Moines, IA 

2 HUGH CHARLES TB 5-8 185 Jr Southlake, TX 

10 JAMES COX QB 6-3 215 Sr Simi Valley, CA 
16 CODY CRAWFORD 
30 PAUL CREIGHTON 
16 MASON CROSBY 
37 CHAD CUSWORTH 
66 BRIAN DANIELS 

5 PATRICK DEVENNY 
84 TYSON DEVREE 

14 MATTHEW DILALLO 
44 JORDAN DIZON 

39 KEVIN EBERHART 
22 BYRON ELLIS 

32 BRANDON ENGLISH 
58 MARK FENTON 

36 REGGIE FOSTER 

18 ISAAC GARDEN 

48 MATT GARRATT 

7 RIAR GEER TE 6-3 245 Fr 
46 DAN GOETTSCH TE 6-5 245 Sr 
61 TOM GRUBIN C 6-0 285 Fr 
25 LIONEL HARRIS S 60 190 Jr 
76 EDWIN HARRISON OL 6-4 300 Jr 
68 JEREMY HAUCK OL 6-4 275 Fr 
72 DEVIN HEAD OL 6-4 275 Fr 
3 TYRONEHENDERSON S$ 5-10 180 Sr 
37 MELL HOLLIDAY TB 5-8 205 Sr 


WR 5-11170 So San Diego, CA 


TE 6-5 245 Sr 
PK 6-2 210 Sr 
OLB 5-11 220 Sr 
OL 6-4 300 Sr 
QB 6-3 225 Fr 
TE 6-6 245 Jr 
P 6-1 190 Fr 
LB 6-0 220 Jr 
PK 5-10 190 Jr 
™B 6-0 205 Jr 
TE 6-4 235 Sr 
C 6-4 295 Sr 
S 5-11190 Fr 
PK 6-0 180 Jr 
FB 5-10 220 Fr 


Niwot 
Georgetown, TX 
Highlands Ranch 
Evergreen 
Roseville, CA 
Hudsonville, MI 
Wellington, FL 
Kauai, HI 
Broomfield 
Oulver City, CA 
Leawood, KS 
Inglewood, CA 
Long Beach, CA 
Encino, CA 
Danville, CA 
Grand Junction 
Austin, MN 

The Woodlands, TX 
Manvel, TX 
Houston, TX 
Niwot 

Corona, CA 
Oakland, CA 
Omaha, NE 


RECEIVING: 


DEF, LEADERS: 


NICK HOLZ 
GEORGE HYPOLITE 
BERNARD JACKSON 
SAMSON JAGORAS 
BRAD JONES 
MARCUS JONES 
ZACH JONES 
REGGIE JOSEPH 
13 MICHAEL KACHMER 
97 TA) KAYNOR 
51 ALEX LIGON 
91 MAURICE LUCAS 
9 BLAKE MACKEY 
57 BRYCE MACMARTIN 
38 CHASE MCBRIDE 
6 GARDNER MCKAY 
23 KEVIN MOYD 


5-11 180 

6-2 265 

6-0 195 

5-10 225 

6-4 220 

6-4 295 
C 6-3 270 
WR 6-0 185 
WR 6-0 175 Fr 
DE 6-5 250 fr 
DE 6-3 265 & 
DE 6-4 240 So 
WR 6-3 200 St 
C 6-2 2900 Sx 
WR 58 160 Jr 
CB 5-11 160 So 
TB 5-8 185 Fr 


Danville, CA 

Los Angeles, CA 
Corona, CA 
Arcadia, CA 

East Lansing, MI 
Klein, TX 
Aurora 

La Place, LA 
Wheaton, IL 
Englewood 
Torrance, CA 
Denver 
Bakersfield, CA 
San Francisco, CA 
Thornton 
Inglewood, CA 
Miramar, FL 


94 BRANDON NICOLAS DT 6-3 270 So Santa Ana, CA 


77 __ TYLER POLUMBUS 


OL 68 285 Jr 


1 STEPHONE ROBINSON CB 5-9 185 Jr 


DANIEL SANDERS 
13 JOE SANDERS 
88 DEVIN SHANAHAN 


OL 6-3 300 So 
OLB 6-3 
TE 6-5 


15 CHARLIE SHERMAN, IT WR 6-1 


22 LORENZO SIMS, JR. 
5 JEFF SMART 
83 DUSTY SPRAGUE 
BRYAN STENGEL 
TOM SUAZO 
JACK TIPTON 
RYAN WALTERS 


(B/S 5-11 
ILB 6-0 
WR 6-4 
IB 6-2 

P 5-11 
OL 6-3 
S$ 5-11 


TERRY WASHINGTON CB 5-10 
THADDAEUS WASHINGTON ILB 5-11 
VANCE WASHINGTON CB 5-10 


RYAN WELLER 


TERRENCE WHEATLEY 


BRIAN WHITE 
PATRICK WILLIAMS 
TERRY WILSON 
ABRAHAM WRIGHT 
JARRELL YATES 
MATT YEGGE 

SAM ZIMMERER 


OLB 5-11 
5-10 
6-5 
6-2 
5-11 
6-3 
6-0 
6-3 


Englewood 
Denver 

Vista, CA 
Nashville, TN 
Highlands Ranch 
Sacramento, CA 
Fresno, CA 
Boulder 

Holyoke 
Durango 
Glenwood Springs 
Arvada 

Aurora 

St. Louis, MO 
Marrero, LA 
Friendswood, TX 
Westminster 
Richardson, TX 
Mission Viejo, CA 
DeSoto, TX 
Chino, CA 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Denver 
Longmont 
Colorado Springs 


hen Colorado decided to fire coach Gary 

Barnett last season and replace him with Dan 
Hawkins, some in Boulder wondered whether 
a mass exodus of players would follow. 

Not at all. 

Through mid-May, Colorado had reported no 
losses to transfer, an oddity in the volatile world 
of big-time college athletics. 

The retention success is likely due, in part at 
least, to Hawkins’ decision to retain two of 
Barnett’s assistant coaches — linebackers coach 
Brian Cabral and running backs coach Darian 
Hagan — along with strength coach Greg 
Finnegan, who parted ways with the program late 
in the spring. 

Tailback Brandon Caesar and cornerback Gerett 
Burl are the only underclassmen on last season's 
team not expected back. Chronic knee pain ended 
Caesar's career, though he is still enrolled in class- 
es, and disciplinary problems ended Burl’s time in 
Boulder. 

Caesar didn’t play last season, but Burl was 
a starter at one cornerback position. Fortunately, 
the Buffs have a wealth of depth in the secondary. 

Burl’s departure was the first clear signal that 
while Hawkins often comes across as a player's 
coach who likes to have fun and try new things, 
he won't tolerate nonsense. 

* Colorado signed 21 players for the 2006 
recruiting class and was still working on several 
possible additions after spring football. It is the 
lowest-ranked class to come to Boulder in years, 
with most experts placing it in the bottom half of 
the top 100. 

The vast majority of the class committed to CU 
in the final weeks of the recruiting process. Only 
two members of the class come from junior col- 
leges, and those two players — running back 
Thomas Perez and offensive lineman Erick Faatagi 
— are the most ready to contribute early. 

The most intriguing story in the class is that 
of defensive end Marquez Herrod, who spent part 
of his childhood homeless on the streets of San 
Diego. Herrod was ranked the No. 20 weakside end 
in the country at the end of his senior season by 
Rivals.com at San Pasqual High School. 


(7-6, 5-3) 
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Wheatley, a 2004 starter, returns after 
a season lost to wrist surgery. Sophomore 
Gardner McKay should emerge as 
a starter opposite Wheatley. 

Defensive tackle is the area of concern 
after the Buffs lost two seniors who start- 
ed every game last season and helped lead 
the unit to a No. 1 national ranking 
against the run heading into the final reg- 
ular-season game. 

Regardless of who earns the starting 
jobs at tackle, the Buffs will be young and 


inexperienced in the middle because 
none of the available talent has logged 
much playing time. 

Brandon Nicholas, a sophomore 
transfer from Notre Dame, figures to 
start at nose tackle, but he hasn't played 
much football since his senior season in 
high school. 

CU is two-deep with capable players 
at every other position on the defense, 
including five ends likely to earn play- 
ing time. 

Thaddaeus 
Washington is a candidate for the 


Senior linebacker 
Butkus Award and was the team leader 
in tackles last season. He leads a solid 
experienced linebacker corps that 
includes junior Jordon Dizon, already 
a two-year starter. 

Brad Jones, a rangy sophomore, has 
the skills to rush the passer and help in 
pass coverage as an outside linebacker. 


He replaces departed senior Brian Iwuh. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Already the best place-kicker in the 
nation, senior Mason Crosby emerged 
from spring as the favorite to replace 
punter John Torp. 

The Buffs had one of the best punt 
units in the nation under the former 
coaching staff the past two years. True 
freshman Justin Drescher should fill the 
void at long snapper. 

Crosby’s leg is a threat to provide 
points as soon as the offense reaches the 
50-yard line. No other team in the coun- 
try has such a weapon. He kicks the ball 


Colorado's Winning Trend 1996-2005 
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He’s the nation’s best, and 
there is too much 


with the offensive line to. 
think someone else fits the 
bill here. ... Crosby could 
have jumped to the NFL 
after last season when he 
was named a consensus All-- 
American. ... His 58-yard | 
field goal at Miami last fall was the longest with 
out a tee in NCAA history at sea level. . 
He made a 60-yard attempt at home i in 2004 
He is 47 of 60 in field goals in his career, includ--— 
ing 23 of 25 from 40 yards or less. 


tee 


cited 
swe: 


utes of games in his career. 


EMERGING STAR — 


DE Maurice Lucas 

Entered his first game in 
the fourth quarter of 
a blowout loss at Texas last 
season, and found himself in 
the starting lineup the next 
week. He remained there the 
rest of his true freshman 
season. ... Played in seven 
games, finishing —_ with 
20 total tackles, including A 
four for loss. ... Had five 
quarterback pressures, but no” satks: { rreae out 
of spring practice listed second at both defensive 
end positions as he adjusted to a new system and 
new position coach. The new staff is just as excit- 
ed about his potential as the former coaches. 


TOP NELUCOMER 


RB Demetrius Sumler 

A tme freshman tailback 
who completed his career as 
the San Diego area's all- 
time leading rusher with 
5,650 yards and 67 career 
touchdowns. This is an area 
that produced Heisman 
Trophy winners Reggie 
Bush, Ricky Williams, 
Rashaan Salaam and Marcus 
Allen. .... He rushed for 
2,467 yards and 31 scores as a senior at 


Cathedral Catholic High School. He also caught ~ 


15 passes for 250 yards and a touchdown. ... 
He was a first-team all-state player and the 
North County Player of the Year. 
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THAOOREUS WASHINGTON 


Leader 
Emerges After 
Tough Times 


Colorado middle linebacker 
Thaddaeus Washington arrived from 
Louisiana five years ago as a shy 
young man often supplying polite 
one-word answers to questions or 
greetings. 

He was more than 1,000 miles from 
home and a million miles from any 
kind of leadership role on the team. 

In the years since, he has endured 
the shooting death of his older 
brother and the uprooting of his fam- 
ily due to Hurricane Katrina. 
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Through those experiences he has 
learned to embrace the people around 
him, and now he is a regular student 
body representative and speech-maker 
at booster club events and other pub- 
lic gatherings surrounding the 
Colorado athletic department. 

His successes on and off the field 
have allowed him to grow into the role 
he will fill this fall — team leader. 

“It’s a learning process,” Washington 
said. 

“Leading is not easy because you've 
got to make sure you're always doing 
the right thing and not slacking some- 
times. You've got to be always on the 
straight path doing the right thing 
because it’s not just your teammates 
watching.” 

Washington proved to be the Buffs’ 
best defensive player at the end of last 
season. It’s a back-handed compliment 
for a defense that surrendered 100 
points in its final two Big 12 games 
against Nebraska and Texas. 

But it’s also a defense that led the 
nation in run defense late in the year, 

| in large part because of Washington. 

The 5-11, 240-pound Butkus Award 
candidate registered at least 10 tackles 
in six of the final seven games and was 

| the first Buff to register more than 100 
tackles in a season since safety Michael 
Lewis did it in 2001. 

“Right now, it really doesn’t mean 
nothing to be honest,” Washington 
said of his chances of becoming CU's 
third Butkus winner. 

“The season is not here ... but if 
that happens in the future, that would 
be great.” 

By the time the season arrives, 
Washington will have lived nearly nine 
months with the memory of a 70-3 loss 
to Texas in the Big 12 championship 
game. 

“I don’t dwell on it, but I think it’s 
going to be in the back of my head,” he 
said. “It’s just something I have to live 
with, and my teammates also. We just 
have to keep on getting better and 
never let it happen again.” 


out of the end zone on kickoffs so often 
that the team has rarely devoted practice 
time to kickoffs the past two seasons. 
Stephone Robinson has proven to be 
one of the more dangerous return men in 


the Big 12. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Colorado is one of just nine Division 
I-A teams never to have played a I-AA 
team, but that streak will end in the sea- 
son opener against Montana State. 

Dont be fooled though; the Buffs still 
pride themselves on taking on the 


nation’s best. Colorado has played 87 


ranked opponents since 1989, the 
fourth-most nationally in that span. 
The annual in-state match with 


Colorado State returns to neutral terri- 
tory this fall in Denver. The Buffs also 
play host to Arizona State and travel to 
Georgia in the non-conference season. 

The most difficult challenges in Big 12 
play come at Oklahoma and at Nebraska, 
where CU has won two consecutive 
meetings. Kansas State, lowa State and 
Texas Tech all come to Boulder. 


— Kyle Ringo 


Jere e 


“Sept. 2 - MONTANA STATE — 
Sept. 9 at Colorado State 
‘Sept.16—« ARIZONA STATE 
“Sept. pea at Georgia P 
“Sept.30  —_ at Missouri 
fOrte 7) a.) = ace eRBAYEOR 
“Oct. 14 ‘TEXAS TECH ~ 
“Oct.21. at Oklahoma 
“Oct.28 = at Kansas 
Nov. 4 —~&KANSAS STATE 
‘Nov.11 ~—«IOWA STATE 
Nov.24 at Nebraska _ 
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1-10 overall, 1-7 C-USA (Téth, West) 


Galea 
. Todd Graham — _ At Rice and overall: ; 
Ast yeal 7 


= RE TENG 5 TAR TERS 


16; 9 puis ° defense, punter -} 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


—t) =< 


OB Chase Clement, RB Quinton smith, ] 


IB Marcus ee DB Chad Price 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: > 


Rice has proven ‘talent at ‘running back | 
and receiver. New head coach Todd — 

_ Graham intends to throw the ball more 

| than his predecessor, which explains why 


_ POTENTIAL PROBLEMS aa 


period typically takes a -full season. The 
Owls have won only four games in two 
seasons, so there is much work to do 
across the board. 


DE John syptak; DE Thadis Petes 
IB Adam Herrin, K Brennan ae 


Ken Hatfield i is out and Todd Graham ; 
is in. This is his first Division I-A Beat) 
coaching job, but his solid credentials _ 
include being the defensive. coordinator _ 
for 2005 C-USA champion Tulsa. Things 
won't turn around ‘overnight for the Owls, 
‘but there is reason to think this Sie be 
a good long-term hire. 


SVEN VETER tare 
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C Austin Wilkinson, WR Jarett Dillard, =+ 


popuchiele areas Clement i is the new Ob 


Graham has installed + new reaemest jon} | | 
both sides of the ball, and the adjustment ° 
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Start Spreading the News: Owls Scheme to Pass More 


OFFENSE 


Last year’s 1-10 record is ancient history. 

There’s a new head coach — Todd 
Graham — and a new spread offense ... 
although Rice still should be able to run 
the ball effectively. 

Ten starters return from a unit that 
used an option-based attack to rank sec- 
ond in C-USA in rushing with 234.2 
yards per game. 

Chase 
Clement threw for 582 yards and five 


Sophomore — quarterback 
touchdowns in a backup role last season 
(when he was selected to the C-USA All- 
Freshman team), and he'll be the new 
starter due to his passing skills, 

He completed only 42.7 percent of his 
passes last season, but had a good feeling 
going into the summer after hitting 32 of 43 
attempts for 371 yards in the spring game. 

Last year's first-stringer, Joel Armstrong, 
also will get snaps at quarterback, but is the 
starter at an inside wide receiver spot. 

Leading rusher Quinton Smith returns 
at running back (902 yards on 140 car- 
ries) after earning second-team all-confer- 
Freshman fullback ‘Trey 
Hopson won a starting job in the spring. 


ence honors. 


Sophomore Jarett Dillard, another All- 
Freshman honoree, was Rice's top pass catch- 
er in 2005 with 35, including five touch- 
downs. Mike Falco is a versatile receiver/run- 
ning back who could excel in the new 
offense. Will Moss is back at tight end. 

The entire line returns except left 
guard Cory Laxen. Veteran Robby Heos 
moves from left tackle to replace him. 
Austin Wilkinson, an All-Freshman per- 
Rolf 


former in 2005, is at center. 


Krueger, who started 11 games last year, 
returns at right tackle. 


DEFENSE 

The Owls ranked last in C-USA in 
total defense last season, allowing 30 
points or more in all but one game. They 
return six starters, but the losses include 
standout lineman John Syptak and line- 
backer Adam Herrin. 

There are three new faces at linebacker. 
Senior and former running back Marcus 
Rucker starts on the strong side. 
Converted defensive lineman Vernon 
James will play the middle. Fellow soph- 
omore Brian Raines covers the weak side. 

Both defensive ends are gone. Junior 
Jonathan Cary steps in on one side, joined 
by senior Courtney Gordon at the other 
end. George Chukwu is the new starter at 
nose guard, but former starter William 
Wood should get his share of playing time. 

Four starters are back in the secondary 
in Rice’s 3-3-5 scheme. Chad Price, 
at bandit, should be the defense’s biggest 
playmaker. He had 9.5 tackles for loss last 
season and broke up four passes. 

Returning cornerbacks Brandon King 
and JaCorey Shepherd each had two 
interceptions in 2005. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Kicker Brennan Landry is gone, but 
Luke Juist looks up to the challenge. Jared 
Scruggs returns as punter. Brandon King is 
the likely choice to return punts, while free 
safety Andray Downs and running back 
Marcus Knox will share kickoff return duty. 
—Steve Hunt 
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STATE 


7-5 overall; 4-4 Big 12 (T-2nd, North) 


Dan McCarney — At lowa State and 
overall: 52-77, 12th year 


RETURNING STARTERS 
15} 10 offense, 4 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Bret Meyer, RB Stevie Hicks, WR Todd 
| Blythe, OL Scott Stephenson, DT Brent 
Curvey, CB DeAndre Jackson 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The offense could be the most dangerous 
in the North Division with all but one 
starter returning. Junior quarterback Bret 
Meyer is in his third year as the starter 
and will begin his assault on ISU’s record 
book this fall. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The defense is in transition, with all three 
_ linebacker spots and three-fourths of the 
secondary gone. In the Big 12 schedule, 
Iowa State trades South bottom-feeders 
Baylor, Oklahoma State and Texas A&M for 
Texas, Oklahoma and Texas Tech. 


NG Nick Leaders, DE Jason Berryman, 
LB Matt Robertson, LB Tim Dobbins, 
FS Steve Paris, P Troy Blankenship 


The defense is going to give up some 
points; it’s just a matter of how many. 
The Cyclones’ offense will be strong, 

but can it carry the load considering the 
schedule might be the most difficult in 
school history? A sixth bowl trip in seven 
years is possible, but by no means a sure 
thing. a 


So Close ... Can Offense Help Cyclones Take Next Step? 


The fear among Iowa State football 
followers is that the Cyclones’ window of 
opportunity to play for a Big 12 champi- 
onship has closed. Whether that fear is 
justified depends on who you ask. 

The North Division is improving, 
although it is still not as imposing as years 
Nebraska, 


Kansas State were superpowers. The 


ago when Colorado and 
Cyclones had the division in their grasp 
in each of the past two years, needing 
a victory in the regular-season finale. 

Kansas broke their hearts last year, 
much the same way Missouri punched 
them in the gut in 2004. 

It’s going take a few breaks and a little 
bit of luck to get back to that spot again 
this season. If they do, the Cyclones will 
have earned it. 

They return almost their entire 
offense, but bring back just four play- 
ers off one of the Big 12’s most stingy 
and turnover-happy defenses. Some 
key pieces of the kicking game — inte- 
gral to the team’s success — are also 
being replaced. 

The Cyclones also face nine teams that 
played in bowl games last year, not 
including Division I-AA runner-up 
Northern Iowa. 

They trade last year’s South Division 
bottom feeders Baylor, Oklahoma State 
and Texas A&M for Texas, Oklahoma 
and Texas Tech — a trio that combined 
to go 20-4 in conference play. 

“We have a tough schedule,” said sen- 
ior cornerback DeAndre Jackson. “To me 
it’s like a jackpot. I’m not afraid of any- 


thing. I’m hyped and I’m pretty sure all 
the rest of the guys are.” 

Coach Dan McCarney enters his 12th 
season at ISU as the Big 12’s dean of 
coaches. 

“It’s very prestigious to know that 
youve seen lots and lots of outstanding 
administrators 


coaches and come 


through and I’m. still standing,” 
McCarney said. 
record of 52-77 is 


somewhat misleading, though folks 


His overall 


also say that about his streak of five 
(lower-level) bowl appearances in the 
past six years. 

Yes, the Cyclones are light years 
ahead of where they were in McCarney’s 
early years. But now that they've had 
winning seasons and come oh-so-close 
to a North title and big-time bowl 
game, the bar has been raised. Fans 
want to take the next step. 

The Cyclones are close. Will this be 
the year they play for the Big 12 title? 

“We've always been underdogs and 
people always look down on us,” Jackson 


said. “We've got something to prove.” 
g 


OFFENSE 


Bret Meyer might be the best 
quarterback in the Big 12, and he has 
a collection of capable targets, but 
re-establishing the running game will 
determine whether this team will play 
in the postseason. 

Senior tailback Stevie Hicks comes in 
again as the starter. ISU was far more 


effective with him in the lineup, though 
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Photo by Sean Gallagher/Sporting News 


Hicks has been maligned his entire career 
as an average runner. 

Speedy sophomore Jason Harris will 
be his backup, and coaches are still wait- 
ing for Jason Scales to get healthy and 
round into the form he showed as 
a record-setting Iowa prep star. 

Receiver is the Cyclones’ deepest posi- 
tion, even with senior Jon Davis poten- 
tially out with an Achilles’ injury suffered 
in spring. 

Todd Blythe is a big-play threat and 
Meyer's favorite target entering their sec- 
ond season together. 

What has strengthened the passing 
game the most has been the emergence of 
converted quarterback Austin Flynn and 
tight ends Walter Nickel and Ben 
Barkema. Flynn led ISU with 56 recep- 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
QB Bret Meyer* Jr. 
RB Stevie Hicks* Sr. 
WR Todd Blythe* Jr. 


Austin Flynn* Sr. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 110.7 ypg rushing (8th Big 12/96th NCAA), 239.7 ypy passing (2nd/37th), 350.3 total offense (6tlv76th), 28.3 ppg (5th/50th) 


Preseason favorite for first-team All-Big 12. 

Is a difference-maker when healthy. 

Most difficult wideout in conference to defend. 
Ex-QB led team in catches (56) in first year at WR. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Kyle Van Winkle, Sr. 
Jason Harris, So. 
Marquis Hamilton, Fr. 
Euseph Messiah, So. 


WR Jon Davis* Sr. Burner's status in doubt due to Achilles’ injury. R.J. Sumrall, So. 
TE Ben Barkema* Jr. |s a skilled receiver and blocker. Walter Nickel, Sr. 
LT Aaron Brant* Sr. Amainstay on line since he was a freshman. Lee Tibbs, Jr. 

LG Seth Zehr* Sr. Best qualities over time: consistency, versatility. Tom Schmeling, So. 
C  ScottStephenson* Sr. Stronger than last year's All-Big 12 season. Bastian Schober, Jr. 
RG Ahtyba Rubin Jr. Junior college transfer steps in at line’s weakest spot. Paul Fisher, Sr. 

RT Scott Fisher* Sr. Started final six games of last season. Landon Streit, Fr. 


“Returning starter 


POS STARTER COMMENT 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 102.7 ypg rushing (4th Big 12/12th NCAA), 242.3 ypg passing (10th/82nd), 345.0 ypg total defense (Gth/35th), 19.2 ppg (8rd/20th) 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Collins Eboh Jr. Transfer’s experience critical for young group. Kurtis Taylor, Jr. 
DT Brent Curvey* Sr. Few more inches and 6-footer is NFL material. Stephon Dale, Fr. 
DT Bryce Braaksma Jr. Several players will see time here. Matt Berg, Fr. 


DE Shawn Moorehead* Sr. 
LB Tyrone McKenzie So. 
LB Adam Carper* So. 
LB Alvin Bowen Jr. 


CB DeAndre Jackson" Sr. Playmaker should be All-Big 12. 


CB Chris Singleton So. Saw some time last year as a true freshman. 
SS James Smith Fr. Big tackler has work to do on pass coverage. 
FS —_ Jon Banks Jr. Last year's nickel back is now a full-timer. 
“Returning starter 


tions last year. 

There could be five seniors starting on 
the line, led by multi-year starters Aaron 
Brant and Seth Zehr. Brant has started 
34 consecutive games. Center Scott 
Stephenson was an All-Big 12 pick in his 
first season at the position. The biggest 
concern here is depth. 

A wild card is fullback Ryan Kock. The 
junior found the end zone a whopping 
13 times last season as strictly a goal line 
and short-yardage runner. Can he repeat 
that kind of production? 

Meyer, in his third year as the starter, is 
the conference’s leading returning passer. 
The junior completed 61.7 percent of his 
passes last year, behind only Texas’ Vince 
Young and Texas Tech’s Cody Hodges in 
the Big 12. 


Former walk-on now a huge asset. 

Michigan State transfer is the man in middle. 
Athletic, but still has lots to learn, 

First-time starter is fast, athletic and strong. 


Rashawn Parker, Fr. 
Jesse Smith, Fr. 
Kris Means, Fr. 
Josh Raven, Fr. 
Chris Brown, So. 
Steve Johnson, Fr. 
Caleb Berg, Jr. 
Brandon Hunley, So. 


DEFENSE 


This will be a season of adjustment 
on the defensive side. Three full-time 
and one part-time starter return to 
a unit that allowed just 19.2 points per 
game in 2005. 

“We've got a lot of new guys and a lot 
of young guys, so we're really up-tempo 
and excited to be in there playing 
together,” said senior defensive end 
Shawn Moorehead. 

Moorehead is one of two returnees 
on the defensive line. First-team All- 
Big 12 tackle Brent Curvey is the other, 
and probably the most valuable piece 
of the defense. 

Several newcomers could be helping 
to fill the hole vacated by fellow all-con- 


ference lineman Nick Leaders. The abili- 
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CYCLONES RECRUITING 2006 


Josh Johnson, RB 
lowa State has done a good job the past few years recruiting in Oklahoma, 
and Johnson was one of the state’s top prospects in 2005. Other Big 12 


schools shied away from Johnson because he wasn’t the fastest around, 
but with ISU's great tradition at running back, many in Ames believe that 
the Clones have another budding star on their hands. 


Matt Hulbert, OL 

Hulbert has a massive 6-7, 274-pound frame to work with. He'll need 
some time in the weight room at lowa State, but once he packs on 
more muscle, he'll be a good one to work with. Hulbert is athletic and 
has good feet. He was the No. 2 player in the state of lowa. 


Austen Amaud, QB 

Ranked as the top player in the state for the class of 2006, Arnaud was 
a huge local signing for the Cyclones. While quarterback isn't a position 
that is hurting for talent, Arnaud is primed to be lowa State's signal-caller 
of the future. He's a great athlete and has great size at 6-3 and 200 pounds. 
He is the perfect fit for what lowa State likes to do with its quarterbacks. 


FS SIEWLOMEFRS OF MIPFILT 


Pos. Hr.,Wr. Stars HomeTown Scwoot 


ALBURTIS, Austin DE 6-2,260 oo Dallas Tyler Street Christian 
Played only one game as a senior due to an ankle injury. ... First-team All-State as 
a junior. ... Also played basketball, baseball and track. 


ARNAUD, Austen QB 6-3,200 coo Ames, IA Ames 
Rivals.com's No, 6 dual-threat quarterback. ... No. 1 recruit in lowa. ... Father John 
Arnaud was three-year starting deensive back for lowa State. 


EBOH, Collins DE 6-4,250 oo Mason City, 1A N. lowa Area CC 
Played in seven games at lowa State in 2004 before transferring to NIACC. ... Had five 
sacks in seven games last season. 


FRERE, Nate DT 62,270 oo Muscatine,1A Muscatine 


Rivals.com’s No.6 recruit in lowa. ... Brother Nick Frere is lowa State defensive end. 


GARRIN, Fred IB. 6-1,215 ooo Shepherd, 1 Shepherd 
Rivals.com’s No. 55 inside linebacker. ... All-State honorable mention. ... Had 166 tack- 
les the last two seasons. 


HULBERT, Matt OL 6-7,274 oo0 Ankeny, 1A Ankeny 
Rivals.com’s No. 56 offensive tackle. ... No. 2 recruit in lowa. ... Did not allow a sack as 
a junior or senior. 


JOHNSON, Bailey DT 62,237 ooo Homewood, IL Flossmoor 


Rivals.com’s No. 24 recruit in Illinois. ... Had 17 sacks as a senior. ... Father played foot- 
ball at SMU and Oklahoma State. 


JOHNSON, Josh RB 5-10,204 ooo Ponca City, OK Ponca City 
Rivals.com’s No, 42 running back. ... No. 14 recruit in Oklahoma. ... Rushed for 2,095 
yards on 273 carries as a senior. ... Scored 25 touchdowns. 


LAMAAK, Ben TE 6-4,265 oo Cedar Rapids, 1A Kennedy 
Rivals.com’s No. 8 recruit in lowa. ... First-team All-State. ... Played quarterback in last 
six high-school games. 


LEADERS, Matt 1B 60,195 oo Omaha, NE Millard West 
First-team Academic All-State. ... Finished career with 150 tackles and two fumble 
returns for touchdowns. 


McDOWELL, Devin DB 5-9,160 oo Garland, TX Garland 
Intercepted eight career passes as a safety. ... Also played running back and returned 
kicks and punts. ... Brother DeAndre Jackson is an lowa State defensive back. 


MCKINNEY, Prince DB 59,171 oo Broken Arrow, OK Broken Arrow 
Rivals.com’s No. 22 recruit in Oklahoma. ... Blocked five kicks on special teams. ... 
Intercepted three passes. 


MEANS, Kris IB 6-0,220 coo Grand Junction, CO Grand Junction 
Rivals.com’s No. 44 inside linebacker. ... No. 9 recruit in Colorado. ... Only Class 4A and 
5A player to rank in top 10 in rushing and tackles in consecutive years. 


MONTGOMERY, Deron WR 6-1,175 ooo Garland, TX South Garland 
Missed most of senior season due to injury. ... In high school career, caught 29 passes 
for 342 yards. ... Father Wilbert Montgomery is St. Louis Rams running backs coach. 


Impressed everybody at the Oklahoma Total Stars 
summer camp, but the Sooners didn’t 3 
offer him. But a few days later, lowa AcE UE lx) CONF: 11 
State did after he camped in Ames, 

and it was an offer he jumped on. O87 (IEEDS 
At 6-2, 260-pounds, Alburtis could Dan McCarney always likes hardnosed and 
grow into a defensive end, but with his rugged players, so look for that trend to 
motor it doesn’t matter. He'll be avery continue in 2007. The 2006 group was very 
good fit for the Cyclones. balanced with depth at almost every posi- 
tion, but look for some more help at defen- 
sive back and linebacker to be called on for 
next year. Receiver could also be a spot 
where more talent is needed. 


HomeTown 


MOORE, Mitchell ATH 60,201 ooo Gurnee, IL = Warren Township 
Rivals.com's No, 23 recruit in Illinois. ... Rushed for 1,353 yards and 25 touchdowns 
as a senior. 


NEAL, Patrick DE 6-0,225 oo West Des Moines, 1A Valley 


Rivals.com’s No. 7 recruit in lowa. ... Father played offensive line at lowa State ... 
Brother John Neal plays basketball at ISU. 


PALMER, Randy ATH 5-11, 180 oo Tulsa, OK Tulsa 
Rivals.com’s No. 23 recruit in Oklahoma. ... First-team All-State. ... Passed for 1,587 
yards and 27 touchdowns. 


PARKER, Rashawn ATH 6-0,235 ooo Ponca City, OK Ponca City 


Rivals.com’s No. 21 recruit in Oklahoma. ... Led Class 6A with 18 sacks. 


PURVIS, Matt ATH 6-2,225 oo Scoltstiale, AZ Scottstale CC 


Played long snapper at Scottsdale. ... Graduated from Tempe (Ariz.) Corona Del Sol. 


RICHARDSON, John «=s«OTSs«éG-1, 245 OO Humble, TX Humble 


First-team All-District. ... Had five sacks and three pass breakups. 


ROBERTSON, Justin DB 6-4,199 oo Port Arthur, TX Memorial 


First-team All-District. ... Had five interceptions as a senior. 


ROBINSON, Alexander RB 5-10,168 ooo Minneapolis De La Salle 
Rivals.com’s No. 52 running back. ... No. 9 recruit in Minnesota. ... Rushed for 2,340 
yards and 31 touchdowns on 201 carries. 


RUBIN, Ahtyba OL 6-4,325 ooo Athens, TX Trinity Valley ¢¢ 


Rivals.com’s No. 73 overall junior college recruit. ... Hadn't played offensive line until 
2005. 


RUSSELL, Derrick WR 6-4,183 coo Lincoln, NE North Star 


Rivals.com’s No. 5 recruit in Nebraska. ... Father played football at Wisconsin. 


SANDVIG, Zac ATH 5-10,171 coo West Des Moines, 1A Valley 
Rivals.com’s No. 4 recruit in lowa. ... Rushed for 3,500 yards and 37 touchdowns in 
three seasons. 


SCOTT, Hany RB 6-2,200 oo Sarasota, FL ‘Riverview 


J 
All-District. ... Rushed for 932 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior. 


TIBBS, Lee OL 6-4,325 coo Miami, OK NE Okla. A&M 


First-team All-Conference. ... Graduated from Oklahoma City Douglass. 


VARGAS, Jose OL 63,320 ooo Sulphur Springs, TX Sulpher Springs 
Rivals.com’s No. 56 offensive guard. ... Two-time All-State. 


WHITE, Kellen DB  5-10,185 oo Sarasota, FL ‘Riverview 
Two-time All-State. ... Intercepted 10 career passes. ... Two-time state qualifier in 400- 
meter dash. 


Drenard ATH 5-10,170 oo Beaumont, TX Westbrook 


Played cornerback and wide receiver. ... Had two interceptions and 400 receiving yards. 
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CYCLONES SPRING ROSTER 


‘a 
) . { NOTEBOOK 
t. Wr. Crass Homzrown 0. Nw : 3 Te. are several family connections among 
JON BANKS East Moline, IL ISU's freshman class: 
BEN BARKEMA Muscatine ® Quarterback Austen Arnaud’s father, John, 

“3 RYANBAUM WR 54018 Sr Gibet iam, was a three-year starter in the secondary from 
CALEB BERG x Henderson, NE 1980-82 
MATT BERG Aurelia : i © Defensive tackle Nate Frere’s brother, Nick, 
JOE BLUM Denison 74 JASON MOGINTY —_DL_6-0 300 So _Fort Worth, TX is a defensive end for the Cyclones. 

TODD BLYTHE Indianola 17 TYRONEMCKENZIE 1B 6-2 230 So Tampa, FL * Linebacker Matt Leaders’ father, Mike, was 
ALVIN BOWEN East Orange, NJ 18 NATE MECHAELSEN QB 6-2 205 So Blairsburg an All-Big Eight linebacker, and his brothers, Nick 
BRYCE BRAAKSMA DE Sheldon 35 CHRISMEHRING LB 5-11220 So Oak Lawn, IL and Andy, played on the defensive line. 

MICHAEL BRANDINER P 6-1 Bettendorf 9 EUSEPH MESSIAH WR 5-10 171 So __ Bettendorf ° Cornerback Devin McDowell is the brother of 
AARON BRANT OL 6-7 Kieler, WI 7 BRET MEYER QB 6-3 208 Jr Atlantic Cyclone star DeAndre Jackson. 

ZAC BROUILLETTE LB 6-3 Sioux City 40 SHAWN MOOREHEAD DE 6-4 250 Sr Mason City ¢ Defensive lineman Patrick Neal's father, 
CHRIS BROWN WR 5-11 180 Gainesville, TX WR 6-1 193 _Jr__ Waterloo Brian, played offensive line at ISU and his broth- 

20 NICK CAMPBELL WR 6-2 200 Sr__Mation 1 TE 6-3 235 Sr Tacoma, WA er, John, was a recent member of the basketball 

46 JEREMY CAPLIN WR 5-11180 Fr __ Highland Park, IL DE 6-3 275 Sr Oakland, CA team. 

10 ADAM CARPER DB 6-3 225 So Clarinda LB 6-3 225 So Eldora If that’s not enough, tight end Ben Lamaak 

83 DERRICK CATLETT TE 6-4 235 Fr __ Fort Collins, CO P/PK 5-9 205 So Indianola has a cousin who played golf, an aunt who played 

19 JOE CONKLIN DB 5-10 176 Fr Davenport DB 6-1 203 St _ Dyersville basketball and an uncle who played baseball at 

66 BRANDONCOOK OL «6-6 320 Jr Gamer DB 5-11 217 Fr __ Council Bluffs ISU. 

48 TRAVIS CRUISE LB 6-1 205 Fr Ames LB 5-11 205 Fr __ Cape Coral, FL Whew. 

37 BRETCULBERTSON PK 6-6 179 Jr Des Moines DB 5-9 180 _Fr__ Minneapolis, MN ® Defensive tackles are lucky to get footballs in 

DL 6-0 295 Sr Houston, TX : Jt Fayette their hands with the chance to run. Senior Brent 
DL 6-3 255 Fr _Fort Myers, FL : West Des Moines Curvey has seen lightning strike three times (two 
WR 6-4 203 Sr __ Papillion, NE Atlantic fumbles, one interception), and he has scored 
FB 5-10 229 Jr _Sioux City DEREK SCHMIGDALL Lincoln, NE every time. Is there any way the 305-pounder 

59 BRIAN EXWOLUNDU PK 5-10 200 Fr _Corpus Christi, TX BASTIAN SCHOBER : Petersaurach, Germany does it again? 

83 TRAVIS FERGUSON DE 6-5 245 So Waterloo ERIC SCHULTZ Beaver Dam, WI “If I can. I'm trying to finish out my senior 

51 _ EVAN FICK 1B 6-0 180 Fr__ Mitchellville WALKER SCOTT : Salix year with a bang,” he said. 

77 PAUL FISHER OL 6-7 325 Sr _St. George, UT MATT SCRIBBINS Clear Lake * ISU's assistant coaches are getting a 6.3 per- 
SCOTT FISHER OL 6-7 St. George, UT CHRIS SINGLETON ; Fort Myers, FL cent pay raise, although their salaries still are on 
AUSTIN FLYNN WR 6-1 Deer Park, TX JAMES SMITH Council Bluffs the low end among their Big 12 Conference peers. 
NICK FRERE 6-2 Muscatine JESSE SMITH Des Moines Coach Dan McCarney annually pushes for his staff 
JORDAN GOOS 6-6 Treynor REGGIE STEPHENS Rowlett, TX to be compensated better, saying it’s the only way 
JOSH GRIEBAHN 5-8 West Branch SCOTT STEPHENSON : St. Paul, MN to keep them in Ames. His nine-member staff will 
MARQUIS HAMILTON 6-3 Oklahoma City, OK LANDON STREIT Bamum be paid a combined $1.22 million. 

6-0 Humboldt R.J. SUMRALL Winter Park, FL * Bookend tight ends Ben Barkema and Walter 
5-11 201 Clearwater, FL KURTIS TAYLOR = Fort Dodge Nickel last season combined for 38 catches and 
5-11 187 Davenport RICKY THOMPSON : Ames 507 yards, the highest number of yards out of the 
RB 6-1 212 St __Omaha, NE BRANDON TINLIN ; San Diego, CA position since 1976. 
DL_ 6-3 255 _Jr_State Center JOHN TJADEN 6-7 Mason City * Iowa State’s defense has had a nose for the 

20 BRANDON HUNLEY DB 5-11 195 So Grandview, MO 12 TYSON UNKRICH QB 6-4 170 Fr Mount Pleasant ball over the past couple of seasons. 

4 DeANDREJACKSON DB 6-0 192 _Sr__ Garland, TX 10 KYLEVAN WINKLE 0B 6-6 217 Sr_Story City Last year, the Cyclones forced a whopping 

29 _ BRIAN JANSEN PK 6-3 200 Jr __Overland Park, KS 76 JOE VANSTROM OL 6-6 310 So HamlLake, MN 35 turnovers, including 22 interceptions, both 

60 BRANDON JOHNSON OL 6-4 295 So Rushville, NE 53 _ EVAN VENCIL OL 6-3 255 Fr _ Ankeny marks easily the most in the Big 12. ISU ranked 

23° STEVEJOHNSON DB 6-2 197__—*Fr_ Denver, CO 55 ANTHONY WALKER OL 6-2 280 Jr_ Spencer, OK seventh nationally in turnover margin at plus-14. 

14 HOUSTON JONES, If DB 6-1 194 Fr Oklahoma City, OK DB 5-11172 Fr _— Gibsonton, FL The number could have been even higher —at 

PK 5-10 208 Fr_ Johnston OL 6-6 300 Sr__ Fort Dodge least half of quarterback Bret Meyer's 10 inter- 


OL 6-4 270 Fr West Des Moines DB 6-1 215 Fr _ Bettendorf ceptions came off tipped passes. 
FB 6-1 239 «Sr _Lohrville WR 6-2 195 Fr Ulysses, NE 


(7-5, 4-4) 


Att Cmp int Pct Yds TD Long Yds/G 


10 61 


Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Yds/6 
2 3 a 6 


moe . Yds ~ Oklahoma State 37-10 
lynn 6 624 11.1 ‘ E E- A 

it 11 1000 , Ww at Texas AEM 42-14 
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TODD BLYTHE 


ty to jam up the backfield and put pres- 
sure on the quarterback is a question 
mark without dismissed defensive end 
Jason Berryman. 

ISU may be forced to blitz more, 
which is fine by linebacker Alvin Bowen. 
One of two new starters in the middle of 
the defense, Bowen showed last season he 
was capable of getting to the quarterback. 

Michigan State transfer Tyrone 
McKenzie and sophomore Adam Carper 


are the other two linebackers. McKenzie 


played at MSU as a true freshman and 
figures to be the Cyclones’ biggest 
impact newcomer on defense. 

In the secondary, all-conference can- 
didate DeAndre Jackson is the lone 
holdover from a starting group that 
16 
Jackson had five of those. Sophomore 


totaled interceptions last year. 
Chris Singleton projects as the starter at 
the other cornerback spot. 

Redshirt freshman James Smith has 
coaches excited he has a hold on the 
No. 1 strong safety position. Smith is at 
his best in run support and is a fine tack- 
ler. Pass defense is where his biggest 
improvement must come. 

Playing time on the defensive line and 
in the defensive backfield will be up for 


fall 


Newcomers could play their way into 


grabs when practice 


begins. 


backup roles right away. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Among the biggest losses are ISU’s 
No. 1 punter, kickoff man and deep 
snapper. 

Place-kicker Bret Culbertson is back 
for his third season. The former walk-on 
has been accurate on field goals (20 of 26) 
and PATs (50 of 50), but needs to be 
more reliable with pressure kicks. 

Freshman walk-on Michael Brandtner 
takes over the punting duties, while new- 
comer Matt Purvis has been recruited as 
the starting deep snapper. Purvis is the 
first incoming snapper awarded a scholar- 
ship in McCarney’s 12 seasons. 

DeAndre Jackson averaged 24.6 yards 


Jowa State’s Winning Trend 1996-2005 
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BEST (© | 
“BRIGHTEST 


Had a good freshman sea- 
son then blossomed last 
year as a sophomore with 
2,876 yards and 19 touch- 


downs 


62 percent of his passes. ... 
With the top-tier quarter- 
backs in the Big 12 (Vince 


Young, 
Smith, 
Klatt) 
teams, 


while completing 


Reggie McNeal, Brad e 

Cody Hodges, Joel 

gone from their 5 
Meyer could cruise to first-team All ee 


12 status. .., Earned honorable mention all- 


league 


Junior college recruit is in 
his second go-around with 
the Cyclones, playing in 


seven 


freshman before being an 
academic 
Returning to the team after 
attending North Iowa Area 
Community College, the 


6-4, 


at least 300 yards passing. — 


honors in 2005. ... Had three panes with ey 


games as a true 


casualty. 


250-pounder gives 


ISU's defense much-needed t ren 
experience, not to mention the ichpeieald ‘pres- 
ence he'll provide rushing the passer in the 


absence of star DE Jason Berryman. 


Bey Had five : 


sacks in seven games last season in junior 


college. 


Redshirt freshman nearly 


played 
chute. 
out to 


Ames. ... 
feature guy with a bevy of 
veterans in front of him, 
but this big-bodied wideout 
(6-3, 217) from Oklahoma 


City 


right out of the 
Coaches held him 
maximize his time in 
He won't be the 


could make the 


Sooners and Cowboys wish 


they'd 


made more of an effort to hold onto him. 


. Earned all-state honors as a high school 


senior. 
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33 BAYAN KOCK 


Failed Switch 
a Score for ISU 


Stuck at a position on the endan- 
gered species list, fullback Ryan Kock 
was moved from fullback to defensive 
end during the spring of 2005. 

Coaches wanted to find a spot for 
a player with strength, toughness 
and natural football ability. 

One thing, though. The experi- 
ment failed. 

Good thing, too. 

Kock went back to his old position 
and had the most productive season 
ever for an ISU fullback. His 
13 touchdowns — on just 54 carries 
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— were the most from a Cyclone run- 
ning back since 2001. 

What could Kock have done at 
defensive end? Nothing close to what 
he ended up doing on the other side of 
the ball. 

“Tt was a shot. It worked out,” he 
said of the failed move to defense. 
“T think it made me a more physical 
player.” 

The 6-1, 240-pounder from tiny 
Lohrville, Iowa, was at a loss to explain 
his fantasy football owner's dream sea- 
son of 2005. 

Kock had a combined 11 carries for 
37 yards in his first two seasons. He 
ended up scoring the game-winning 
touchdown in Iowa State’s 17-13 
Independence Bowl victory over Miami 
(Ohio) to end the 2004 season, just the 
start of a most unexpected scoring 
streak. 

He totaled three touchdowns in 
a heartbreaking loss at Missouri and 
two each in wins over Illinois State, 
Army and Kansas State last season. 

“I'm just going to keep doing what 
I do,” Kock said. “I’m trying to build 
on it and take it into this year.” 

Opponents were well aware of his 
role when he entered the game in 
short-yardage and goal-line situa- 
tions. Defenses would call out his 
No. 31, yell out to watch the fullback 
and point in his direction — yet no 
one could stop it. 

Rarely is Kock the decoy. If he’s in, 
he’s getting the ball. 

He almost always delivered a score 
or kept the chains moving. 

“It’s all up to the offensive line with 
what I do. If they keep opening holes, 
hopefully (all the success) happens 
again,” he said. 

During the spring, Kock practiced 
some in one-back sets. He's not likely 
to be utilized much in that formation 
in games, but he is a deceptively quick 
runner, and his blocking has never 
been a weakness. 

“If there's anything else they want 
me to do I’m going to do it,” he said. 

Except going back to the defensive 
line. 


per kick return, second-best in the 
Big 12. ISU’s punt return game slowed to 
a halt after Ryan Baum (11.8-yard aver- 
age on nine returns) injured his knee 
halfway through last year, but he will fig- 


ure into the mix again this season. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


If there is a tougher slate around, 
Cyclone players and coaches would 
like to see it. Nine of the 12 games 
feature opponents who played in 
a bowl game last season. Getting to 
a sixth bowl in seven years is going to 
be a challenge. 

“It's really a season of opportunity as 
far as I look at it,” McCarney said. 

“These guys all joined me here know- 
ing we get to coach and play against the 
best in college football.” 

ISU opens with Toledo at home on 
a Thursday night. The most difficult 
stretch begins Sept. 16 with a road game 
at Iowa. From there, ISU plays at Texas, 
plays host to Northern Jowa and 
Nebraska, goes to Oklahoma and returns 
home to play Texas Tech. 


— Eric Petersen 
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~ Aug. 31 TOLEDO 
“Sept. 9 UNLV ~ 
Sept. 16 at Iowa 
Sept. 23 at Texas — 
Sept. 30 NORTHERN IOWA — 
“Oct. 7 NEBRASKA — 
“Oct. 14 at Oklahoma 
“Oct. 24. 3EXAS ‘TECH > 
“Oct.28 ~—_— at Kansas State _ 
Nov. 4 KANSAS 
Nov. 11 at Colorado 
Nov. 18 MISSOURI _ 
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| 5-6 overall, 4-4 C-USA (T-3rd, West) 


COACH 


i 
Phil Bennett — At SMU and overall: 
12-34, 4 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


i 14; 8 offense, 6 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


| RB DeMyron Martin, WR Bobby Chase, 
| WR Reynaldo Pellerin, DT Adrian 

| Haywood, DE Justin Rogers, SS Joe 

| Sturdivant 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


) SMU's 4-3 defense was second toughest in 
’ Conference USA against the run last year 
and the front should still be excellent. The 
| running back and receiver positions are 

| well stocked, and three returning starting 
offensive linemen should bolster a unit 
plagued by inconsistency last season. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


) The Ponies are unproven at OB, with lead- 
ing candidate Justin Willis just a redshirt 

| freshman. In the secondary, SMU has 

| three holes to fill (but has a wealth of 

| worthy candidates). 


i 
| 
{ 
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KEY LOSSES 


| QB Jerad Romo, K Chris McMurtray, 
| P Ryan Mentzel, LB D.D. Lee, DB Alvin 
| Nnabuife, DB Rolando Humphrey 


~ OVERVIELU 


\ Things are looking up at SMU. The 
Mustangs finished 5-6 last season, beat 
three bowl teams and had their first three- 
game winning streak since 1999. What's 

| next? The Ponies would like this to be 
| their first winning season since 1997 and 
to make their first bowl game since 1984. 
If things go right, both could happen. 


—_— 


Pony Up: It's Time for Mustangs to Get to a Bowl 


OFFENSE 


SMU's offense returns eight starters, 
many at the skill positions. 

RB DeMyron Martin, Conference-USA 
All-Freshman in 2005, heads the list. He had 
four 100-yard games and 854 total yards. 

Backups include Johnnie Fitzgerald and 
Fred Turner, both of whom had good spring 
games. Others include Jessie Henderson, 
James Mapps and Cedrick Dorsey. 

The entire wide receiver corps returns, 
including Bobby Chase, the team’s offen- 
sive MVP last season. The 6-4 senior 
caught 39 passes for 625 yards and four 
TDs. 

Ryan Kennedy returns at tight end, 
where sophomore Vincent Chase, 
Bobby’s brother, will also play. 

Quarterback is the big question mark. 

Starter Jerad Romo is gone, but redshirt 
freshman Justin Willis used an impressive 
spring (16 of 21 in the spring game) to 
become the starter heading into the fall. 

Redshirt freshman Eric Johnson and 
junior college transfer Corey Slater also 
played well in spring drills and could be 
factors for the starting job. 

Three offensive line starters return, 
which should improve last year’s inconsis- 
tent attack. SMU was first in C-USA in 
red zone offense, but it wasn’t enough to 
prevent close losses — four of the six 


defeats were by seven points or less. 


DEFENSE 


The Ponies, who again will run the 
4-3, return six starters from a group that 
ranked sixth in C-USA in total defense 


and was second best against the run. 


Wilton McCray is back at linebacker 
(71 tackles in 2005), joined by potential 
playmaker Reggie Carrington, who 
moves to first-team. Pete Fleps and Paul 
Hiemenz will split time at the other line- 
backer spot. 

Tackle Adrian Haywood, a junior col- 
lege tranfer, came on strong at the end of 
the year, with 11 tackles for loss in the 
last five games. He earned third-team all- 
league honors, with end Justin Rogers 
taking home second-team honors with 
a league-high seven sacks. 

Nose guard Brandon Bonds and end 
Corey Muse will also contribute while 
Chris Parham, Dominic Pryor and Troy 
Therien, all earned high marks in spring 
practice and will play. 

Only all-conference safety and leading 
tackler Joe Sturdivant returns in the sec- 
Randall Goode and Bryce 


Hudman will step in at free safety while 


ondary. 


Cortley Blackmon, David Haynes, L.J. 
Johnson, Jonathan Lindley and Devin 


Lowery vie for the two corner spots. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Mustangs lost their kicker and 
punter. Thomas Morestead is penciled in 
to handle both duties, but he will be 
pushed by Andrew Galloway at punter. 
Other potential options at kicker are 
Kellis Cunningham, Brayden Harris and 
Ryan Wolcott. 

Blake Warren is back to again return 
punts and C-USA All-Freshman selection 
Jessie Henderson again will return kick- 
offs. 


— Steve Hunt 
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KANSAS 


‘AT A GLANCE 
"7-5 overall, 3-5 Big 12 (5th, North) 


Mark Mangino — At Kansas and overall: 
19-29, 4 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
~12;-7 offense, 3 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TQ WATCH 
-RB Jon Cornish, CB Agib Talib, WR Brian ~ 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
A slowly rising program is continuing to ~ 
improve its talent base, which means 


is an explosive running back, and if 
a quarterback steps up, the offense 
could improve significantly. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Though full of promise, the defense lacks 
the leadership and experience that made 
it so good in 2005. Freshman quarterbacks 
could top the depth chart, possibly mak- 
ing the position a shaky one during the 
nonconference stretch. 


"LB Nick Reid, DE Charlton Keith, 
_CB/PR Charles Gordon, LB Kevin Kane, — 
QB Jason Swanson. 


A lot of leadership is gone from a strong 
2005 senior class, but plenty of schedule 
‘strength went away, too, with the 

~ Big 12 South rotation kicking in and 
Texas, Oklahoma and Texas Tech leaving 
the Jayhawks’ slate. An eight-win season 
is a good goal to shoot for, but with the 

_ inexperience, just a winning season 

_ would be a fine accomplishment. 

= : 
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Murph, DT James McClinton, TE Derek Fine 


added depth across the board. Jon Cornish ~ 


For more coverage of the Jayhawks, visit wuw.kansas.rivals.com 
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Mangino Confident Encore Wont Disappoint 


The Kansas Jayhawks are winners. 

A full decade has passed since that 
could be said, all the way back to Glen 
Mason’s 10-2 team in 1995. But under 
the tutelage of coach Mark Mangino, the 
2005 Jayhawks survived a dreadful mid- 
season funk, won four of their last five 
games and finished 7-5 — winners at last, 
after all these years. 

Mangino, without solicitation or hes- 
itation following KU’s 42-13 victory 
over Houston in the Fort Worth Bowl, 
labeled the 2005 Jayhawks as the team 
that laid the foundation for his grand 
vision of the program. 

“They led us to a winning season for 
the first time at KU in 10 years, a bowl 
victory,” Mangino said that night. “And 
you all know all the great things these 
kids have done leading up to this game.” 

The problem? 

Most of those blue-collared workers 
are gone, either forced out by eligibili- 
ty or lured away by NFL dreams. 
Senior experience, on defense at least, 
is an endangered species. The exodus 
created question marks in many facets 
of KU’s game. 

Regardless, Mangino, in his fifth sea- 
son, seems remarkably calm about what 
could be construed as a rebuilding year in 
several areas. 

From the pessimist viewpoint, the 
departure of Nick Reid, Charles Gordon, 
Charlton Keith and many others on 
defense equals irreplaceable lost talent. 
For Mangino, it means newfound oppor- 


tunity for a slew of young players he 


recruited to Lawrence. 

“It’s going to get much better,” defen- 
sive tackle James McClinton said. “We're 
going to keep improving. Guys are going 
to get the defense down, get the tech- 
nique down, and we're going to be good.” 

While experience and leadership 
take a hit, the Jayhawks’ Big 12 
Conference schedule finally stops 
punching Kansas in the gut. South 
Division powers Texas, Oklahoma and 
Texas Tech — will not play the 
Jayhawks until 2008. Kansas’ eight 
conference games will be against teams 
combined 46-43 last 
season. The big three Kansas avoids 
was 28-6. 


There is reason to hope — and rea- 


that went a 


son to doubt. Burt such torn outlooks 
are a welcome sight for what once was 
a punching-bag program. Until recent- 
ly, the doubt flourished, and hope was 
something exclusive to the KU basket- 
ball team. 

Now the football team is a winner 


again, and expectations are slowly rising. 


OFFENSE 


It appears Kerry Meier is the man to 
lead the offense, but his label as a fresh- 
man is enough to lace the optimism with 
caution. 

Though full of talent, pedigree and 
an ability to run and pass, Meier’s 
capabilities won't be known until he 
performs in a game situation. He was 
plenty good in the spring game, com- 


pleting 16 of 28 passes for 184 yards 
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and three touchdowns, also running 
for a score. 

If he’s not ready, Adam Barmann has 
enough talent to be serviceable until it’s 
time to pass the torch. 

Fortunately for Meier, he has experi- 
ence all around his pocket. Four starters 
from the offensive line return, as well as 
tight end Derek Fine, running back Jon 
Cornish, fullback Brandon McAnderson 
and wide receiver Brian Murph. 

“It takes 11 players to make an offense 
run,” said Meier, brother of Kansas State 
quarterback Dylan Meier. “I know I’ve 
got 10 quality guys around me that will 
help me when the tough gets going. 
I believe in them.” 

KU’s offensive line has the potential to 
be strong, though its size isn’t imposing. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 134.8 ypg rushing (7th in Big 12/76th in NCAA), 195.7 yards passing (10th/88th), 329.7 ypg total offense (8th/88th), 22.4 ppg (10th/83rd) 


Bloodlines: three brothers played in college, one in NFL. 


BRCKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Adam Barmann, Sr. 
Angus Quigley, Fr. 


. _ Explosive back will get bulk of carries. 


POS STARTER COMMENT 

QB Kerry Meier Fr. 

RB Jon Cornish* Sr. 

FB Brandon McAnderson* Jr. Solid starter lacking competition. 

WR Brian Murph* Sr. Has increased playmaker responsibilities this year. 
WR Dominic Roux Sr. 

TE Derek Fine* Jr. Solid receiving option had 22 catches last season. 
LT Cesar Rodriguez* Jr. Has extensive experience at both tackle spots. 

LG Jake Cox Sr. Could assume role from banged up Whitaker. 

€ David Ochoa” Sr. Experienced leader is the offensive team captain. 
RG Ryan Cantrell” So. Performed well in KU’s late-season flurry. 

RT Anthony Collins So. Great size and athleticism; could shine. 
“Returning starter 


Playmaker had clutch TD reception vs. lowa State in ’05. 


Nick Kurtenbach, Jr. 
Marcus Herford, So. 
Dexton Fields, So. 
Marc Dierking, Jr. 
Rameses Arceo, Jr. 
Bob Whitaker, Sr.* 
Ryan Cantrell, So. 
Travis Dambach, Sr. 
Adrian Mayes, So. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 83.25 ypg rushing (1st in Big 12/Srd in NCAA), 220.0 ypg passing (Sth/58th), 303.3 ypg total defense (2nd/11th), 22.0 ppg (Sth28th) 


POS STARTER COMMENT 


DE Rodney Allen Sr. Versatile; can play anywhere on the line. 

DT James McClinton* Jr. Called “unblockable” by KU center David Ochoa. 
DT Wayne Wilder Sr. Has a thick body able to close holes. 

DE Paul Como Sr. Pass-rush specialist finished strong in 2005. 

LB Joe Mortensen So. Hard hitter with linebacker attitude. 

LB Mike Rivera So. Best athlete among the new starting linebackers. 
LB Eric Washington Sr. Speedster was a juco All-American as a sophomore. 
CB Agi Talib* So. Rising star could be one of Big 12's best. 

CB Blake Bueltel Jr. Needs to bulk up, but has Big 12 tools. 

SS Jerome Kemp* Sr. Undersized (5-10, 200), but a fearless hitter. 

FS Darrell Stuckey Fr. Natural athlete ready for starting role. 
“Returning starter 


Seven players on the depth chart start- 
ed at least one game last year, including 
season-long starters David Ochoa, Bob 
Whitaker and Cesar Rodriguez. Ryan 
Cantrell started the last five games, in 
which KU went 4-1, and Anthony 
Collins looks to be ready for duties at 
right tackle. 

As for the skill positions, KU’s back- 
field is ready for an encore. 

Cornish (780 yards, 11 total touch- 
downs) was offensive team MVP last year, 
and McAnderson gradually is running 
the ball more to go with his proven block- 
ing skills. 

Fine is a real weapon at tight end, 
though receiving options past Murph (33 
catches, 368 yards) have something to 


prove. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Caleb Blakesley, Fr. 
Todd Haselhorst, So. 
Eric Butler, Sr. 

John McCoy, Sr. 
Brandon Duncan, Fr. 
Jake Schermer, Fr. 
James Holt, So. 
Raymond Brown, So. 
Mike McCoy, Jr. 
Tang Bacheyie, So. 
Justin Thornton, Fr. 


DEFENSE 


KU had one of the toughest defenses 
in the nation last year, completely smoth- 
ering against the run and dotted with 
playmakers like Nick Reid, Charlton 
Keith and Charles Gordon. This year's 
version, with only three starters return- 
ing, has a vastly different makeup. 

Many of those floating to the top of 
the depth chart will do so without much 
experience. 

“T don’t think you immediately plug in 
young kids where you have had veteran 
players and play well right off the bat,” 
Mangino said. “What we expect them to 
do is play smart football, good funda- 
mental football, and as time goes on, 
they'll be better.” 

James McClinton, a thick defensive 
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Feber 


| Webb is the type of player that Kansas never used to get. The 6-1, 
190-pound four-star cornerback committed to the Jayhawks early in 
the process and stuck to his pledge, despite repeated attempts to get 
him to look around. 


Donte Bean, RB 

Bean could be a nice sparkplug for the Kansas offense because he can 
be used in a number of different ways. As a talented baseball prospect 
that could someday get drafted, Bean does have soft hands and 
knows how to catch the ball out of the backfield. 


Jake Sharp, RB 

Sharp was the top player in the state of Kansas. He shattered about 
every running back record in the state on the way to leading his team 
to the Class 5A championship. As a senior, he rushed for 3,304 yards 
and 57 touchdowns. He could be used on special teams at Kansas, 
but look for him to star somewhere. 


Pos. Hr., Wr. Stars Hometown Scuoo. 


ARCEO, Rameses OL 64,310 ooo Norwalk, CA Cerritos College 
Played guard and tackle last season. ... All-Conference. ... Graduated from Whittier 
(Calif.) St Paul. 


BEAN, Donte RB O5-9,180 ooo Rowlett, TX North Garland 
Rivals.com’s No. 15 all-purpose back. ... No. 94 recruit in Texas. ... Rushed 191 times 
for 968 yards and 12 touchdowns. 


BUELTEL, Blake DB 6-1,180 oo El Dorado, KS Butler CC 
Had two sacks and 33 tackles last season. ... All-League at Topeka (Kan.) Hayden. ... 
Enrolled for spring semester. 


CAPRA, Sal LB O6-3,236 oo Kansas City Rockhurst 
Rivals.com’s No. 19 recruit in Missouri. ... First-team All-State. ... Led school to three 
consecutive district titles. 


DEDEAUX, Bradley TE 6-2,238 ooo Miclwest City, OK Midwest City 
Rivals.com’s No. 40 tight end. ... No. 15 recruit in Oklahoma. ... Caught 47 passes for 
809 yards and 12 touchdowns in last two seasons. 


GREENE, Jamal DE 6-4,255 ooo Kansas City Washington 
Rivals.com’s No. 57 strongside defensive end. ... No. 3 recruit in Kansas. ... Had four 
sacks and 63 tackles as a senior. 


INGRAM, Tertavian WR 6-1,175 ooo Tampa, FL Jefferson 
Rivals.com’s No. 91 recruit in Florida. ... Caught 66 passes for 1,105 yards and 13 touch- 
downs as a senior. ... Averaged 20.6 yards per catch as a junior. 


JONES, Marc TE 6-4,240 000 Kilgore, TX Kilgore College 
Signed with East Carolina after graduating Norfolk (Va.) Lake Taylor in 2004. ... Enrolled 
for spring semester. 


LANG, D'Marcus ATH 6-3,200 ooo Scurry, TX  Scurry-Rosser 
Rivals.com’s No. 56 athlete. ... No. 89 recruit in Texas. ... All-State honorable mention 
running back. ... Rushed for 1,365 yards and 12 touchdowns on 210 carries as a senior. 
.. Also passed for 516 yards. 


LAWRENCE, Tyler QB 6-2,198 oo Shawnee, KS Mission West 
Rivals.com's No. 4 recruit in Kansas. ... Threw for more than 2,500 yards and rushed for 
1,230 in three years on the varsity. ... Accounted for 40 touchdowns. ... All-State. 


LEWIS, Dakota LB 60,191 oo Sulphur, OK Sulpher 
Rivals.com's No. 25 recruit in Oklahoma. ... Had 174 tackles as a senior. ... All-State. ... 
Topped 150 tackles in each of three varsity seasons. 


MARSHALL, John OL 6-2,272 oo Mt. Vernon, TX Mit. Vernon 
All-State honorable mention as a senior. ... Second team All-State as a junior. ... 
Advanced to state golf tournament as a junior. 
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Sal Capra, LB 

Capra will remind a lot of KU fans of 
several of the linebackers that helped 
them have one of the best defenses in 
the nation in 2005. Capra won't be 
flashy, and he's not the fastest kid 
around (4.8 in the 40-yard dash), but 
he makes a lot of plays and is a real 
heady prospect. KU defensive coordi- 
nator Bill Young knows how to push 
the right buttons with talented line- 
backers and look for him to do that 
with Capra. 


Pos. Hr., Wr. 


Average Stars 2.72 


66666 
OSO606 
66666 ‘ 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 38 


COG) (TEEDS 


Mark Mangino is a former offensive line 
coach, so look for the Hawks to continue to 
beef up along the offensive line. Defensive 
tackle will also be a major priority for KU in 
2007, along with more help at receiver. 
A kicker will also be needed. 


STARS HomeTown ScHoot 


McCOY, Mike DB §-11,175 ooo San Bemardino, CA Valley CC 
Had two interceptions and 10 pass deflections in six games in 2005. ... Had 400 rushing 
yards, 300 receiving yards and three interceptions as a senior at Palmdale (Calif.) Highland. 


OGUNTODU, Olaitan DB 6-1,200 ooo Mesquite, TX Hom 
Rivals.com’s No. 29 safety. ... No. 70 recruit in Texas. ... Enrolled for spring semester. 
.. Had 86 tackles as a senior. ... Forced five fumbles as a junior. 


ONYEGBULE, Maxwell LB 64,215 @@@ — Arlington, TX  — Arlington 


Rivals.com’s No. 59 outside linebacker. ... 


and nine sacks as a senior. 


Second-team All-State. ... Had 141 tackles 


RAMBO, Xavier WR 5-11,185 oo Dallas South Oak Cliff 
Two-time first-team All-District. ... Played on the varsity as a freshman, ... Also ran track. 


REESING, Todd QB 60,180 coo Austin, TX Lake Travis 
Rivals.com’s No. 16 dual-threat quarterback. ... Passed for 3,342 yards and 41 touch- 
downs. ... Also rushed for 756 yards and eight touchdowns, ... Threw 70 touchdown 
passes to only 14 interceptions in two seasons. ... Enrolled for spring semester. 


SHARP, Jake RB -10,173 ooo _ Salina, KS Central 


Rivals.com’s No. 17 all-purpose back. ... 


No. 1 recruit in Kansas. ... Rushed for 3,304 


yards as a senior. ... Set a Kansas record with 63 touchdowns. ... Rushed for 6,524 


career yards, No. 2 in state history. 


STROZIER, Phillip DB 6-0,185 oo0 Kansas City Rockhurst 


Rivals.com's No. 39 cornerback. ... No. 9 recruit in Missouri. ... Two-time first-team All-State. 


TERRY, Jeremy DB 61,185 oo Belle Glade, FL Glatles Central 


Also played wide receiver and linebacker. ... 


championships. 


Helped team to three consecutive district 


THOMPSON, Jason DE 66,242 coo Dallas James Madison 
Rivals.com’s No. 56 strongside defensive end. ... Second team All-State. ... Led team 
with 82 solo tackles as a senior. ... Had 11 sacks as a senior. 


WEBB, Anthony DB 61,199 oooo Dallas Glenn Heights 


Rivals.com’s No. 23 cornerback. ... No. 37 recruit in Texas. ... All-State honorable men- 


tion, ... Intercepted six passes as a senior. 


WHITE, John DT 63,275 oo Moore, OK Moore 


Had seven sacks in seven games as a senior. ... All-State honorable mention. 


WILSON, Carl OL 64,270 ooo Redlands, CA East Valley 


Rivals.com’s No. 51 offensive guard. ... 


Two-time first-team All-County. 


WOLFE, lan OL 66,270 coo Fort Collins, CO Fort Collins 


Rivals.com’s No. 37 offensive tackle. ... 
All-State. ... Two-time Academic All-State. 


No. 7 recruit in Colorado. ... First-team 
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No. Name Pos. Hr. Wr. Crass Hometown 


92 __RODNEY ALLEN DE 6-3 280 Sr Miami, FL 

46 KAYL ANDERSON IS 6-2 225 fr Tulsa, OK 

75 MARCUS ANDERSON OL 6-4 285 Jr Oakland, CA 
67 _ RAMESES ARCEO OL 6-4 295 Jr Whittier, CA 
87 SAM ARCHER FB 6-1 220 Fr McPherson 
14 LUKE ARNDT CB 5-10 180 So Emporia 

36 TANG BACHEYIE RB 6-1 195 So Windsor, Ontario 
7 ADAMBARMANN QB 6-4 210 Sr Weston, MO 
94 CALEBBLAKESLEY DL 6-5 277 Fr Ottawa 
79 CHRIS BRANT DL 6-3 285 Sr Edmond, OK 


9 DANE BROADIE K 6-0 180 Sr _Kansas City, MO 
81 RUSSELL BRORSEN TE 6-4 238 So _ Stillwater, OK 
47 MICAH BROWN WR 6-0 178 fr Keamey, NE 
38 RAYMONDBROWN S$ 6-3 200 So St. Louis, MO 
23° BLAKE BUELTEL CB 6-0 175 Jr ‘Topeka 

56 ERIC BUTLER DL 6-2 300 Sr Leawood 

11 LEONARD BYRD DB 6-0 176 Fr Flossmoor, IL 
50 RYANCANTRELL OL 6-3 285 So Sugar Land, TX 
78 ANTHONY COLLINS OL 6-6 285 So Beaumont, TX 


98 PAUL COMO DE 6-2 248 Sr Dana Point, CA 

29 JON CORNISH RB 6-0 205 Sr New Westminster, B.C. 
64 JAKE COX OL 6-5 295 Sr Marengo, IA 

69 TRAVISDAMBACH OL 6-5 295 Sr Jackson, MO 

70 MATT DARTON OL 6-6 305 So San Diego, CA 

22 _ KYLE DAVIS P 5-10 178 Fr Overland Park 

96 MARC DIERKING TE 6-2 205 Jr Overland Park 

16 BRANDON DUNCAN LB 6-1 206 Fr Garland, TX 


17 _CHANCEFARRALL QB 6-4 225 Jr  Shawmee Mission 


88 — DEXTON FIELDS WR 6-0 180 So Dallas, TX 

85 DEREK FINE TE 6-3 245 Jr  Sallisaw, OK 
82 JEFF FOSTER WR 6-2 195 Jr Cedar Rapids, IA 
4 GARY GREEN, I RB 5-9 175 So San Antonio, TX 
61 IAN HANDSHY LB 6-1 230 Fr Lawrence 

49 ALEX HANSON PK 6-0 180 Fr Ankeny, IA 


72 TODDHASELHORST DL 6-4 300 So Olathe 


86 MARCUS HENRY WR 6-4 200 dr _ Lawton, OK 
13__MARCUSHERFORD WR 6-3 210 So DeSoto, TX 
12 _ JAMES HOLT S 6-3 200 So Altus, OK 

54 ZACK HOOD IS 6-2 255 Sr Creston, IA 


15  JERMAINEHOUSE (B 5-9 170 
16 HASSAN JOHNSON WR 6-0 175 
24 JEROME KEMP S 5-10 200 
20 JOHN KOSKO S 59 190 
43 NICK KURTENBACH RB 5-10 200 


So St. Louis, MO 
Jx__ Kansas City 
Sr Wichita 
So Emporia 
Jr Lindsay, NE 


Murph 


Tackles: Rei 
Interceptio 
Sacks: Perkins K 
Tackles for loss: Keitt 
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BRIAN SEYMOUR 


JUSTIN THORNTON 


ERIC WASHINGTON 


JEFF WHEELER 
BOB WHITAKER 


DL 


Hr. Wr. Cass Homerown 


6-3 210 Fr Pittsburg 

6-2 245 So Oakland, CA 
6-0 190 Jr Kansas City, MO 
6-1 190 Sr _Howardville, MO 
6-4 285 Sr Houston, TX 
6-0 200 Fr Mesquite, TX 
5-10 180 Fr Garland, TX 
6-2 210 Fr Clebume, TX 
5-11 190 Fr Austin, TX 
6-1 215 Jr __ Blue Springs, MO 
6-3 250 So Shawnee Mission 
6-7 286 Jr La Puente, CA 
6-6 255 Fr La Puente, CA 
6-1 190 So Niwot, CO 

5-11 175 St__Los Angeles, CA 
62 200 fr Nixa, MO 

6-1 190 Lawrence 


bs] 


§-11 


5-11 
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Pembroke Pines, FL 
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Results 


ansas fans were briefly pumped about the 

return of senior safety Rodney Harris, who 
sat out 2005 to be home for personal reasons 
before deciding to return in time for spring 
drills. 

But on the first day of padded practices, 
Harris made a routine tackle, got up and finished 
practice before going to the training room 
because of a crick in his neck. It turned out to 
be a serious vertebrae injury that required sur- 
gery. Harris’ career is done. 

“He sustained an injury that will need a lot of 
therapy and treatment,” coach Mark Mangino 
said. “It’s an injury that’s set him back quite a 
ways. But he’s going to be fine.” 

Harris was an honorable mention All-Big 12 
pick in 2004, and had started out spring playing 
well. KU now gets a lot younger at free safety, 
likely turning to redshirt freshman Darrell 
Stuckey. 

¢ A few other players saw limited action in 
spring drills for health reasons, including defen- 
sive tackle Todd Haselhorst, linebacker Eric 
Washington and running back Gary Green II. 
Mangino’s policy is to not comment or speculate 
about injuries, but all three are expected to be 
ready for the season. 

® KU appears to be gaining significantly in 
fan interest. The stands at Amon G. Carter 
Stadium for last season’s Fort Worth Bowl were 
dominated by Jayhawks fans, who were rewarded 
with a 42-13 Kansas win over Houston. And a 
mid-spring scrimmage in nearby Topeka was 
attended by 2,500 fans — far more than any 
normal practice in past years would have drawn. 

e Kansas secured funds in the offseason for 
a $31 million football facility to be constructed 
near Memorial Stadium. It finally will put KU's 
facilities up to snuff with other schools in the 
Big 12, including rivals Kansas State and 
Missouri. 

The facility, which athletic director Lew 
Perkins expects to be completed in July of 2008, 
will have weight rooms, meeting rooms, locker 
tooms, a training room and a practice field, 
among other amenities. The main benefactors 
were Dana Anderson and Tom Kivisto, a former 
KU basketball player. 


‘ at Texas Tech 


at Kansas State 


T Fort Worth Bowl 
vs. Houston 42-13 
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KYLE TOCKER 


tackle who plugged holes and allowed 
ends and linebackers to quickly gobble 
up running backs, is the only returning 
starter among the front seven. He'll be 
joined by two other returning starters — 
strong safety Jerome Kemp and sopho- 
more cornerback Aqib Talib, an all-con- 
ference candidate and one of the bright- 
est young stars in the Big 12. 

Mangino has spoken confidently 
that the defense will be fine, and 
believe him. 


there's reason to 


Though many of the new key play- 
ers weren't in the starting lineup 
last year, many did see significant 
snaps — including ends Paul Como 
and Rodney Allen, and linebacker 
Mike Rivera. 

Rivera, in fact, could fill the tackle- 
machine role vacated by Reid, and he’s 
bringing a few of his fellow sopho- 
mores with him. Joe Mortensen and 
James Holt — both special teams 
standouts in 2005 — will play plenty 
on defense this season, and all three 
have the chance to keep the linebacker 
spot a strength for KU. 

“They set the bar high,” Rivera said of 
last year’s defense. “But that’s good for us. 
It’s going to bring our level up, and we'll 
play even better because of them.” 

The secondary is a bit of a mystery, 
as one cornerback spot and free safety 
will feature newcomers. Blake Bueltel, 
Mike McCoy and Darrell Stuckey 
could see extensive action in the defen- 


sive backfield. 


Kansas returns two reliable legs — 
kicker Scott Webb and punter Kyle 
Tucker. 

While neither is All-American caliber 
at this stage, Tucker, a junior, was a Ray 
Guy Award semifinalist and has a boom- 
ing leg good enough to give Kansas 
a great field-position weapon. 

Webb, also a junior, is money from 
inside 40 yards and decent beyond. His 


heroics included a game-winning field 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


Cornish emerged as the 
Jayhawks’ top big-play 
threat in 2005, rushing for 
5.8 yards per carry and nine 
touchdowns (two more 
receiving) while splitting 
carries with departed senior 
Clark Green. ... Logic says 
Cornish gets the brunt of 
the load now, but that’s not 
a guarantee. Freshman 
Angus Quigley is an up-and-comer, and if he can 
provide a minimal dropoff, Cornish could split 
carries and continue as a special teams standout. 
Either way, he’s in high demand. 


~ 


EMERGING STAR 


The only cornerback on 
KU's roster with any NCAA 
experience, Talib broke out 
last year to earn Freshman 


All-America. honors by 
Rivals.com. ... He has great 
size and tremendous ath- 
leticism, and used it to 
intercept two passes and 
make 54 tackles in his first 
season. ... He's not estab- 
lished enough for quarterbacks to throw away 
from him, but opponents could find out the hard 
way what a jewel Talib is. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


With KU plagued by quar- 
terback incompetence, 
Meier may have gotten the 
call as a true freshman last 
year had a heart condition 
in the preseason not set i 
him back. Now healthy and 
with a full redshirt year in 
KU's system, Meier is about 
to show why he is perhaps 
the most anticipated 
recruit of the Mangino era. ... A dual-threat 
slinger with the potential to start four years at 
Kansas. ... Was the all-state quarterback as 
a senior at Pittsburg (Kan.) High. 
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DEREK FINE 


Taking Role into 
His Own Hands 


If there is a way Derek Fine can get 
the football more often this fall, the 
junior tight end thought of it long 
ago. 

Heck, with a young, impression- 
able quarterback in Kerry Meier 
expected to take the reins of the 
Kansas offense, Fine is rubbing his 
hands at the potential of his own 
ideas. 

“I might be real nice to him once 
in a while,” Fine said with a grin. 
“Maybe buy him lunch, so he'll throw 
to me more.” 
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It shouldn't come to that, judging by 
how reliable Fine was in 2005. Though 
often a third or fourth target as KU 
quarterbacks searched for receivers 
Charles Gordon and Mark Simmons last 
year, Fine still displayed a knack for 
catching anything thrown his way, 
barreling through defenders and pick- 
ing up substantial gains. 

And if Fine becomes a bigger part of 
the passing game with Gordon and 
Simmons gone, KU coach Mark 
Mangino said he will have earned it. 

“He’s an intense competitor and 
he brings a spark to the whole 
offense,” Mangino said. “He’s good 
at finding the open hole in the zone, 
and he’s a physical blocker. If he gets 
his hands inside on you, he'll take 
you backwards.” 

Fine caught 22 passes last season — 
dropping his shoulder and dropping 
defensive backs after many of them — 
and rumbled to 244 receiving yards 
and a touchdown. 

During the spring, Fine continued to 
refine his blocking, receiving and 
route-running skills. 

“Im trying to focus on my whole 
game,” Fine said. “To me, there’s never 
a time you can be totally satisfied. 
Footwork, hand placement, route run- 
ning ... I’m just trying to improve my 
whole game.” 

Now the key is to get the game to go 
through him. 

Outside of Brian Murph, KU’s receiv- 
ing options are talented yet unproven. 
Fine has little competition behind him 
at tight end, save signees like Bradley 
Dedeaux who won't show up until the 
summer. That makes Fine’s role 
twofold: Get it done on the field, and 
get the other tight ends ready off of it. 

“We've got some good tight ends 
behind me,” Fine said. “But they don’t 
have a whole lot of experience, so I'm 
trying to be the old man in the group.” 

It'll be a lot of work, and he'll also 
have to make sure he keeps a few dol- 
lars handy in case Meier gets hungry. 


goal against lowa State last year that sent 
Kansas to the Fort Worth Bowl. 

One of KU’s biggest holes to fill is the 
loss of juke-and-jive punt returner 
Charles Gordon, who left school for the 
NFL (although he wasn’t drafted). Brian 
Murph, Agib Talib and Jonathan Lamb 


are all options to replace him. 


Kansas has added some challenge to its 
nonconference slate, with a Friday night 
road game at Toledo and a home contest 
against South Florida to go with I-AA 
Northwestern State and Sun Belt team 
Louisiana-Monroe. 

A 3-1 nonconference mark should be 
the minimum expectation heading into 
Big 12 play. There, KU catches a break. 

The Big 12 South schedule rotates, 
and Kansas will get Baylor, Oklahoma 
State and Texas A&M — two of them at 
home — while Texas, Oklahoma and 
Texas Tech, the top three in the South 
standings last season, go away until 2008. 
That could have a huge impact on how 
KU’s season plays out. 


— Ryan Wood 


“Sept. 2 NORTHWESTERN STATE 
Sept.9  LOUISIANA-MONROE 
Sept. 16 = at Toledo 

“Sept.23 + SOUTH FLORIDA 

‘Sept.30 ~—at Nebraska 

“Oe 7—-~ TEXAS A&M 

“Oct-14 OKLAHOMA STATE 

‘Ore 2a at Baylor — 

"Oct. 28 COLORADO — 
Nov. 4 at Iowa State 
Nov. 18 KANSAS STATE 
Nov. 25 at Missouri — 
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i ———= ae 
| AT A GLANCE 
| 9-4 overall, 6-2 C-USA (1st, West) 
” 
} Steve Kragthorpe — At Tulsa and 
overall: 21-17, 3 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


17; 7 offense, 9 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 
| 
| QB Paul Smith, RB Tarrion Adams, 
WR Idris Moss, OT Jeff Perrett, DB Bobby 
| Blackshire, LB Nick Bunting, CB Nick 
Graham, CB Roy Roberts 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Stability is a major strength, as 
17 starters retum from a squad that won 
the Conference USA championship and 
the Liberty Bowl. Most skill position 

| players are back, including bowl 

| MVP QB Paul Smith. 
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All-American TE Garrett Mills and leading 
rusher Uril Parrish are gone, and defensive 
coordinator Todd Graham, a big reason for 

| TU's success, left to become head coach at 
Rice. 


KEY LOSSES 


| RB Uril Parrish, TE Garrett Mills, OL Jesse 
Stoneham, DB Bobby Klinck, DE Brandon 
’ Lohr, PK Brad DeVault 


Tulsa started 0-2 last season before 

| rebounding nicely — and surprisingly — 

| with all four losses coming against bowl 

' teams. With an easier nonconference 
slate, a slow start shouldn't be an issue, 

| although BYU and Navy will be challeng- 

ing in the first month. TU likely will go 

on to contend for the C-USA title and 

a second consecutive bowl game. The 

school’s first 10-win season since 1991 

_ is also within the realm of possibility. 
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TULSA GOLDEN HURRICANE 


Full Speed Ahead Toward Another C-USA Title 


OFFENSE 


Good news is that the Golden Hurricane 
is coming off a 9-4 season in which it won 
the Conference USA championship and 
earned its first bowl victory since 1991. 

Better news is that 17 starters return. 

Quarterback Paul Smith, who threw for 
2,847 yards and 20 touchdowns, with only 
six interceptions, is back. He leads seven 
returning starters for a Hurricane pro-set 
offense that averaged nearly 33 points and 
more than 400 yards per game in 2005. 

At running back, Tarrion Adams (574 
yards, 6.4 per carry) is the new starter, 
replacing Uril Parrish, who graduated. 
Brandon Diles will get carries, as will 
Courtney Tennial, an Oklahoma transfer. 

Tennial, in search of more playing 
time after Adrian Peterson arrived in 
Norman. 

Gone is All-American tight end 
Garrett Mills, last year’s leading receiver, 
but Charles Ramsey, a part-time 2005 
starter, steps in. Ted Curtis and Aaron 
Roupoli will also see snaps. 

Idris Moss is the top returning receiver 
(22 for 236 yards) but the absence of 
Ashlan Davis, the team's second-leading 
pass catcher, looms large. Candidates to 
Kyle 


Grooms, Cauvey Jackson, Donnie Johnson 


replace him include Ryan Bugg, 
and Jesse Meyer. 

As for the line, the list of four return- 
ing starters is led by tackle Jeff Perrett, 


who has started 35 consecutive games. 


DEFENSE 


Tulsa will again be strong on defense, 


where nine starters return. This includes 


all three linebackers — 2005 leading 
tackler Nelson Coleman (117), two-time 
all-conference performer Nick Bunting 
and Chris Chamberlain. 

The line remains intact except for 
departed end Brandon Lohr. At end, look 
for Chadd Evans, C-USA All-Freshman 
honoree Moton Hopkins, converted line- 
backer Kinny Spotwood and Robert Latu 
to compete for playing time. Juniors 
Brandon Jones and Walter Boyd ended 
spring atop the depth chart at nose guard. 

Safety Bobby Klinck is the only other 
defensive starter to graduate. 

First-team all-conference free safety 
Bobby Blackshire provides good pass cov- 
erage in Tulsa’s 3-3-5 defense. Bandits 
Kedrick Alexander and Steve Craver 
missed most of 2005, but should be sig- 
nificant contributors, with Alexander in 
line to start. Junior Anthony Germany 
will start at a safety spot after a solid 2005. 

Cornerback Nick Graham had a team- 
high six picks last season, and is joined by 


C-USA All-Freshman Roy Roberts. 


SPECIAL TEHMS 


Idris Moss has experience returning both 
punts and kickoffs and will step in to replace 
Ashlan Davis, who last year handled both 
return duties and had six kickoff returns for 
touchdowns in the past two seasons. 

Punter Chris Kindred is back for 
a final year, but Tulsa needs a new kicker 
after the departure of Brad DeVault. The 
emergence in the spring of junior Jarrod 
Tracy apparently has solved that potential 
problem. 


— Steve Hunt 


Linoy's Sports Annuats 133 


TULSA GOLDEN HUF 


ip pS eee eel ete ES 


Cees 


134 Linoy’s SPortTs ANNUALS 


To nearly everyone, Bill Snyder simply 
was Kansas State football. 

Snyder took over perhaps the worst 
college football program in the country 
and produced 11 bowl games, four divi- 
sion championships and a Big 12 title in 
17 seasons. 

Yet, K-State now moves on without its 
lead architect, and Snyder said the timing 
of his retirement was, in part, due to his 
belief that consecutive losing seasons would 
ease the pressure on his replacement. 

That would be Ron Prince, who thinks 
too much can be made of a coaching 
change. That plays right into his theory 
that, in football, there is little or no car- 
ryover from season to season. 

“One of the things that is misunder- 
stood about sports is that the team is 
reborn every year,” Prince said. 

“With the amount of people who are 
leaving your roster, with the amount of 
players whose talents are ascending, some 
players’ talents might be descending, and 
then the new players coming onto the 
team — it’s impossible for the team to be 
the same team or even pick up or carry on 
from what's happened in the past.” 

That would be a positive for K-State, 
which won 11 games in six of seven sea- 
sons before going a combined 9-13 the 
past two seasons. 

Almost to a man, the players glow 
about the fresh air now filling the pro- 
gram. Instead of the stoic, business-like 
approach that seemed to be a constant 
due to Snyder's legendary work ethic, 
there is a young, hip vibe that comes with 


Hail Prince: K-State’s New Era Brings Fresh Air 


a coach who will still be 36 when the sea- 
son starts. 

Plus, Prince — one of five black head 
coaches in Division I-A — grew up 
20 miles away in Junction City. 

“He talks to us all the time,” corner- 
back Justin McKinney said. “I just like 
the guy. I like seeing him. I like stopping 
by the office every day. I just like being at 
the complex when he’s there.” 

On the field, Prince will bring an 
offensive background, having last served 
as Virginia’s offensive line coach and 
offensive coordinator. He is installing 
a West Coast-style offense — if he can 
find a quarterback to run it. 

Defensively, coordinator Raheem 
Morris, not yet 30, spent the past four 
seasons with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 
He plans on utilizing a Cover-2 system 
that is far different than the defense of 
K-State’s glory years, when star corners 
playing man coverage allowed a wide 
variety of lethal blitzes. 

There was not much to remember 
about K-State football before Bill Snyder. 
Prince and his staff are trying to ensure 
there will be something worth noting 
after Snyder. 


OFFENSE 


The Wildcats return four starters on 
the line, three experienced tailbacks and 
a deep corps of wide receivers, yet none of 
it seems to matter much until the quar- 
terback situation pans out — if it does. 

Four legitimate contenders spent 
time with the first unit in the spring. 
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Photo by Dennis Hubbard 


That includes seniors Dylan Meier and 
Allen Webb, who have a combined 16 
career starts. 

Meier did not play last season after 
undergoing surgery on a shoulder injured 
while he started the 2004 opener, an 
injury that dragged on throughout that 
season. Webb is athletic, but his inaccu- 
rate arm and lack of touch seem to be 
mismatched with the new West Coast- 
style offense. 

The highest upside belongs to true 
freshman Josh Freeman, whom Prince 
talked out of a commitment to Nebraska. 
He was the No. 4-rated pro-style quarter- 
back in the country according to 
Rivals.com, and left Kansas City (Mo.) 
Grandview High early to participate in 
spring drills. He has all the tools. 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 188.4 ypy rushing (6th Big 12/68th NCAA), 201.4 ypy passing (Sth/80th), 339.7 ypg total offense (8th/83rd), 26.3 ppg (7th/82nd) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT 


QB Dylan Meier Sr. 
RB Thomas Clayton* Sr. 
WR Jordy Nelson” Jr. 
WR Yamon Figurs* Sr. 


WR Jermaine Moreira Sr. 
TE Rashaad Norwood* dr. 


Free-for-all continues; Meier was good in spring game. 
Florida State transfer had team-high 637 yards. 

Had eight of team’s 15 receiving TDs last season. 
Burner averaged 17.4 yards on 14 catches. 

91 career catches ... but yet to break out. 

Finally seems focused after 13-catch season. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 

A. Webb, Sr/A. Evridge, So.* 
P. Fisher, So./C. Alsup, Sr. 
Toney Coleman, Jr. 

Ro Grigsby, So. 

Val Taylor, Fr. 

N. Prater, Fr./B. Alstatt, So. 


LT Derek Meyer Fr, __ Impressive offseason has shot him up the depth chart. Brad Rooker, So. 
LG Greg Wafford* Sr. A pleasant surprise last season, making 11 starts at RT. Ryan Schmidt, So. 
C _ Jordan Bedore* So. Converted DL and former wrestler learned on the go. John Hafferty, Jr.” 
RG Caleb Handy* So. If backup is healthy, could be competition here. Matt Boss, So. 


RT Gerard Spexarth So. 


*Returning starter 


Massive and athletic, but injury prone so far. 


Logan Robinson, Jr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 128.8 ypy rushing (6th Big 12/30th NCAA), 230.6 yng passing (Sth/74th), 359.5 total defense (Sth/45th), 27.7 ppg (8th/74th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
DE _ Blake Seiler* Sr. 
DT — Quintin Echols* Sr. 
DT Alphonso Moran* So. 


DE —_lan Campbell So. 
LB Brandon Archer” Sr. 
LB Zach Diles Sr. 


LB Reggie Walker So. 
CB Bryan Baldwin” Jt. 
CB Justin McKinney Jr. 


SS ___ Kevin Hollis Fr. 
FS Marcus Watts* Jt. 
“Returning starter 


Another freshman in the mix this 
spring, Kevin Lopina, decided to transfer 
less than a week after the spring game. 

Sophomore Allan Evridge earned most 
of the snaps last season, including six 
starts. His numbers — completing 47.9 
percent of his passes while throwing for 
1,365 yards, six touchdowns and seven 
interceptions — are indicative of his abil- 
ities. He’s a steady presence, a smart play- 
er who doesn’ get rattled. 

That might be enough to earn him the 
first crack at the job. 

Whoever plays quarterback will have 
tools to work with. Thomas Clayton 
and Parrish Fisher are potential stars at 
tailback. Clayton is a north-south run- 
ner with breakaway speed while Fisher 


has decent size but relies on his quick- 


Surest thing among DL; could be needed at OT. 

A bullish clogger in the middle, though inconsistent. 
Lack of depth forced him to the field last season. 
Inexperienced speed rusher with a thin frame. 

Has started 20 straight on the strong side. 

Brings good size/speed combo to the middle. 
Tenacity and playmaking should earn starting nod. 
Steady presence started each game last season. 
Impressive spring, including 4.34 40. 

If Kyle Williams does move to CB, this spot wide open. 
Converted WR a big hitter coming off hip injury. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Eric Childs, Fr. 

Vlad Faustin, So. 
Steven Cline, Jr. 
Moses Manu, Jr. 
Ross Diehl, Fr. 

Greg Gaskins, Jr. 
Maurice Mack, Sr.* 
Byron Garvin, Jr.* 
Kyle Williams, Sr. 
Devin Anderson, Jr. 
Courtney Herndon, Fr. 


ness and vision. 

Jordy Nelson is one of the Big 12’s top 
returning wide receivers, and true fresh- 
man Nate Prater could quickly develop 
into a contributor at tight end. 

While inexperienced tackles are 
a concern on the line, the middle three 
spots have talent and depth, led by 
bruisers Greg Wafford, Jordan Bedore 
and Caleb Handy. 


DEFENSE 


The Wildcats have fast, physical tack- 
lers at linebacker and in the secondary. 
They might really need to be flying to the 
ball because the defensive line’s odds of 
stopping anyone appear slim. 

Blake Seiler, a former walk-on, is 


K-State’s best defensive end, yet he might 
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WILDCATS RECRUITING 2006 


Josh Freeman, QB 

Freeman was the recruiting story of the year for the Wildcats. He was 
a long-time Nebraska commitment before Ron Prince was hired as the 
new coach at K-State. Prince made a run at Freeman, who was ranked as 
one of the nation’s Top 100 players, and he eventually decided Manhattan 
— not Lincoln — was the place for him. Freeman's blessed as an athlete. 


] Josh Moore, CB 

Moore was a guy that slipped through the rankings cracks and many 
schools overlooked him until late in the process when they discovered 
he was going to qualify academically. K-State made a strong run at him 
and got the pledge, despite Florida State offering him a scholarship. 


Zach Kendall, DT 

One of the top five players in Missouri was an original K-State pledge 
under the Bill Snyder staff and stuck with it until the end. A physical 
defensive player who should be a solid run stopper up the middle for the 
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Pos. Hr.,Wr. Stars HomeTown 


ANDERSON, Devin DB 59,170 oo Miami, OK NE Okla. A&M 
Enrolled for spring semester. ... Tied for conference lead with seven interceptions. ... 
Had 42 solo tackles and blocked a punt. 


BALCOM, Brandon DT 6-1,280 oo Miami, OK NE Okla. A&M 
Had eight sacks last season. ... All-Conference honorable mention. ... Ranked fifth in the 
conference with 103 tackles. 


CARNEY, Chris DB 61,160 ooo Denver Mullin 


Rivals.com’s No. 48 cornerback. ... No. 13 recruit in Colorado. ... First-team All-State. 


CHEATHAM, Ray DB 6-0,185 ooo Independence, KS Independence CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 42 overall junior college prospect. ... Intercepted three interceptions 
last year. 


CREWS, Gabriel DT 6-2,297 oo Lovejoy, GA Lovejoy 
Had 6.5 sacks as a senior. ... Three-year starter. ... Two-time All-Region. ... Had 20 
career sacks. 


EDMOND, Courtney DB 6-2, ooo Brenham, TX Blinn College 
Had two interceptions and a sack last year. ... Signed with Northwestern (La.) State out 
of high school. ... Intercepted five passes as a senior at LaMarque (Texas). 


FREEMAN, Josh QB 6-6,231 ooo  Grantview, M0 Grantview 
Rivals.com’s No. 92 overall recruit. ... No. 4 pro-style quarterback. ... Top recruit in 
Missouri. ... Passed for more than 7,000 yards in high school. ... Completed 53 percent 
of his passes as a senior. 


GREER, Courtney RB 5-10,230 o©@ Midland, TX Christian 
Rushed for 1,673 yards and 33 touchdowns as a senior. ... Averaged 7.3 yards per carry 
in 2005. 


HOULIK, John ATH 5-10,193 o©@ Wichita, KS Collegiate 


Played running back and linebacker for three years. ... Three-year starter. 


JACKSON, Robert DE 6-3,26 ooo Fort Scott, KS Fort Scott CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 76 overall junior college prospect. ... Had six sacks in eight games. ... 
Two-time All-Conference in junior college. ... Had 12 sacks as a senior at West Haven 
(Conn.). 


JOHNSON, James RB 5-11,200 oo oo Brenham, TX Blinn College 
Rivals.com’s No. 9 overall junior college recruit. ... Rushed for 2,384 yards and 
36 touchdowns in two junior college seasons. ... Averaged nearly 7.5 yards per carry. 


JOHNSON, Otis DB 5-11,18 o°© Aldine, TX Eisenhower 


Started at safety as sophomore and junior before moving to safety. ... Second team 
All-District. 


KENDALL, Zach DT 6-4,28 ooo Harrisonville, MO Harrisonville 
Rivals.com’s No. 45 defensive tackle. ... No. 5 recruit in Missouri. ... Helped 
Harrisonville to two state titles. ... Had nine sacks as a junior. 

KREHBIEL, Scott OL 6-7,280 ooo Pratt, KS Pratt 


Rivals.com’s No. 51 offensive tackle. ... No. 2 recruit in Kansas. ... Also played defen- 
Sive line. ... First-team All-State. 


ty 

& Average Stars 

. O6006 
wy 

te 

Cedric Wilson, CB 


Wilson, a junior college athlete from | Total Stars 
Garden City (Kan.) Community College - = 
played both cornerback and receiver in kau tL ai Big 12: 8 
his junior college career. The Wildcats 

simply list him as an athlete, which 2G) (IEEDS 
means look for him to find a way to get The Wildcats want to play faster under 
his hands on the ball on special teams Prince, so look for more speed at receiver, 
or receiver. Wilson, who is 6-1 and 185 running back and linebacker to remain 
pounds, has explosive speed and could a priority for K-State in 2007. More help 
find a way to become a gamebreaker along the offensive line will also be impor- 
somewhere on the field. tant. 


Pos. Hr, Wr. Stars Hometown Scuoot 


MANU, Moses DE 63,250 ooo Torrance, CA El Camino College 
Unanimous first-team All-Conference selection in 2005. ... Had 9.5 sacks in 2005. ... 
Played five games at tight end before switching to defensive end. 


MASTRUD, Jeron TE 67,250 oo Beaverton, OR Beaverton 


Rivals.com’s No. 8 recruit in Oregon. ... Also played quarterback and defensive end. 
MAYFIELD, Kenneth OL 6-4,299 oo Randallstown, MD Randallstown 


Had 77 pancake blocks as a senior. ... Added 78 tackles from the defensive line. 


McGHEE, Davyon 1B 5-10,208 o© Houston Langham Creek 
Had 11 sacks as a senior. ... Moved from running back to linebacker after his junior 
year. ... First-team All-District. 


MOORE, Antwon DB 60,219 coo Miami, OK NE. Okla. A&M 
Rivals.com's No. 95 overall junior college recruit. ... Averaged 38.3 yards per kickoff 
return as a senior. 


MOORE, Josh DB 5-10, 166 oo Pompano Beach, FL Ely 


Intercepted 10 passes as a junior. ... First-team All-County as a senior. 


PATTON, Leon ATH 5-7,174 ooo Cedar Hill White 
Rivals.com’s No. 61 athlete. ... Rushed for 1,309 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior. 
... Averaged 7.7 yards per carry in 2005. 


POOSCHKE, Michael TE 6-3,245 ooo Miami, OK NE Okla. A&M 
Rivals.com’s No. 98 overall junior college recruit. ... Caught 22 passes for 291 yards 
last year. 


PURVIS, Tony DB 60,160 oo McCook, NE McCook 
Rivals.com’s No. 9 recruit in Nebraska. ... Three-year starter at cornerback. ... Two-year 
starter at quarterback. 


ROLAND, Justin IB 6-2,240 ooo Miami, OK NE Okla, A&M 
Led conference with 170 tackles as a senior. ... Added nine sacks in 2005. ... 
All-District as a senior at Ponca City (Okla.) 


SCHULTERS, Jamal RB 58,17 oo Brooklyn, NY Fork Union Military 
All-State running back and defensive back. ... Rushed for 2,018 yards and 26 touch- 
downs as a senior. 


TURNER, Patrick OL 6-4,332 oo Houston Madison 
Two-time first-team All-District. ... Three-time district and regional champion in shot 
put and discus. 


VIERS, Trevor DT 65,265 oo Windom, KS Little River 


Played eight-man football in high school. ... Four-year starter in high school. 


WILSON, Cedric ATH 6-1,18 ooo Garden City, KS Garien City ¢¢ 
Originally signed with Kansas State in 2004 out of Fort Pierce (Fla.) John Carroll. ... 
Intercepted five passes last season. 
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ILOCATS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Crass Hometown 


80 BRETT ALSTATT 
1 CARLOS ALSUP 


TE 6-5 245 So Hays 

RB 6-1 215 Sr __Liberal 

32 DONNIE ANDERS RB 5-10 190 Sr Salina 

23 DEVIN ANDERSON DB 5-10 185 Jr Ponca City, OK 
46 BRANDON ARCHER LB 6-2 230 Sr St. Paul, MN 
90 J.D. BAHRAT TE 6-6 275 Jr Soldier 

3 BRYAN BALDWIN DB 5-11 185 Jr __ St. Louis, MO 
58 CHRIS BAMBERGER LB 6-2 220 So Jetmore 

79 JORDAN BEDORE OL 6-3 275 So Goodland 

1 BRICE BERNBECK 
60 BRANDON BORTZ 
5 MATT BOSS OL 6-4 310 
1 COLEBROKENICKY P 5-10195 Jr 
4 ANTONIOBROWN WR 5-10 165 Fr 
98 IAN CAMPBELL DE 6-4 240 So Cimarron 

9 = LUCAS CARPENTER FB 6-1 235 ~=Fr Manhattan 

90 ERIC CHILDS DE 6-3 225 Fr Arlington, TX 

5 THOMASCLAYTON RB 6-0 220 Sr Alexandria, VA 

99 STEVEN CLINE DT 62 290 Jr Palm Beach Gdns, FL 
25 TONEY COLEMAN WR 6-2 190 dr Arlington, TX 

1 CLAYTON COX DE 6-3 240 Jr Weskan 

3 ROSS DIEHL LB 6-2 220 Fr _ Castle Rock, CO 
52 ZACH DILES LB 6-2 230 Sr Tulare, CA 

62 JAKEDOUGHERTY OL 6-2 275 Jr New Castle, PA 

56 QUINTIN ECHOLS DT 6-2 305 St Fort Worth, TX 

30 ANDREW ERKER DB 6-0 180 So Olathe 

25 — SCOTT EVANS DB 5-11195 Fr Andover 

12 ALLAN EVRIDGE QB 6-1 210 So Papillon, NE 

54 VLAD FAUSTIN DE 6-4 250 So Miami, FL 

16 YAMON FIGURS WR 6-0 185 Sr Lakeland, FL 

7 _ PARRISH FISHER RB 5-10 205 So Richardson, TX 

1 JOSH FREEMAN QB 6-6 230 Fr Kansas City, MO 

6 BYRON GARVIN DB 5-10180 Jr Miramar, FL 

33 GREG GASKINS 1B 6-0 215 Jr Manhattan 

QO DANIELGONZALEZ WR 6-5 210 Jr Augusta 

45 COURTNEYGREER RB 5-10 230 Fr Midland, TX 

85 RO GRIGSBY WR 6-4 185 So Dayton, OH 

72 JOHN HAFFERTY OL 6-3 305 Jr Alpharetta, GA 
47 ADAMHAMILTON DB 6-0 195 Sy El Dorado 

69 CALEB HANDY OL 6-1 305 So Conway Springs 
38 JORDAN HENRICKS DB 6-2 190 fr 
63 JED HENSON OL 6-4 320) J 
20 COURINEY HERNDON DB 5-11 200 Fr 
15 KEVIN HOLLIS DB 6-1 195 Fr 
35 GARRON HORNE WR 5-10 170 Fr Belfast, ME 
14 TONY JONES P 6-4 200 Fr Defiance, MO 
40 TANER LITTON 1B 6-1 210 «Fr Beloit 


DB 6-0 180 Fr Lakin 
So Preston 
So Cherryvale 
Manhattan 
Mesquite, TX 


LB 6-0 225 


Manhattan 
Nickerson 
Dallas, TX 
Gilmer, TX 


PASSING 


peeked --] 


a onoug 


DEF, LEADERS 


Sacks: G 
Tackles for 


KEVIN LOPINA 
ZACH LUCAS 
MAURICE MACK 
MOSES MANU 
JESSE MARTINEZ 
STEVE MATHIAS 
JOHN MCCARDLE 
JUSTIN MCKINNEY 
RIMMON MCNEESE 
DYLAN MEIER 
DEREK MEYER 
ALPHONSO MORAN 
JERMAINE MOREIRA 
JEFF MORTIMER 
JORDY NELSON 
RASHAAD NORWOOD 
JARED PARKER 
TERRY PETRIE 
NATE PRATER 
DONALD RAYMER 
TIM REYER 
ANDREW RICHARDS 
LOGAN ROBINSON 
BRAD ROOKER 
MACKENZIE ROSEL 
PAT ROXAS 

RYAN SCHMIDT 
TIM SCHWERDT 
BLAKE SEILER 
JEFF SNODGRASS 
GERARD SPEXARTH 
MITCH STRAUB 
NICK STRINGER 
NOAH STROZIER 
ADRIAN STRYKER 
PRESTON TAYLOR 
VAL TAYLOR 
BROCK UNRUH 
JACOB VOEGELI 
GREG WAFFORD 
REGGIE WALKER 
MARCUS WATTS 
ALLEN WEBB 
KYLE WILLIAMS 
MICAH WYATT 


Ons 
ook 


VORB 
oomes 


© 
oO 


~ 


Long 
BO 
73 


Yds/6 
70.8 
32.1 
22.6 


. Wr. Ciass Hometown 


Pleasanton, CA 
Sublette 

Olathe 
Inglewood, CA 
Napa, CA 
Partridge 
Omaha, NE 
Sanford, FL 
Grandview, MO 
Pittsburg 
Campbell, NE 
Delray Beach, FL 
Palm Beach Gdns., FL 
Delphos 

Riley 

Kansas City 
Ankeny, IA 
Norton 

Omaha, NE 
Goodland 
Wamego 

Keller, TX 

Agra 

Omaha, NE 
Liberal 
Placentia, CA 
Boca Raton, FL 
Tecumseh 
Goddard 
Leawood 
Colwich 
Waterloo, NE 
Topeka 

Kansas City, MO 
Valley Heights 
Gatesville, TX 
Dallas, TX 
Corpus Christi, TX 
Wichita 
Lancaster, TX 
Sacramento, CA 
Hays 

Denver, CO 
Pine Bluff, AR 
Crossett, AR 
Overland Park 


Yds/6 
151.7 
106.2 


Results 


NOTEBOOK — 


Spee lineman Blake Seiler spent his first 
season of college as a wrestler at Oklahoma 
State before coming back to his original plan of 
walking on with the K-State football team. 

Seiler was 13-8 in his one season at OSU, and 
coach Ron Prince thinks that background helps 
him on the football field. 

“As a lineman, you have to have explosion and 
power,” Prince said. 

“Those are significant skills. You have to have 
ballast, contact balance, lateral quickness and 
a sense of how a person is trying to act against 
you. Those are skills that make you dominant, 
and we'll see this year if he’s dominant.” 

* One of the biggest differences from the Bill 
Snyder days is how Prince and his staff have 
recruited. 

Prince put off filling out his staff until he had 
time to personally hit the recruiting trail during 
the open period in late November. He then hired 
more assistants, like Pat Washington of 
Tennessee and Matt Wallerstedt of Akron, 
known for their recruiting. 

Snyder was known for taking a “prove it to me 
as a senior” recruiting approach that often left 
K-State with among the Big 12’s fewest commit- 
ments through the summer. But under Prince, 
K-State was already approaching double figures 
in commitments before breaking spring camp. 

© Prince said all quarterbacks should be meas- 
ured by nothing more than getting the ball into 
the end zone and winning games. That's why he 
knew he would need fall two-a-days and maybe 
more to name a starter. 

“It's one thing to do it in practice,” he said, 
“but we think it’s the most challenging of all the 
positions in all of sports. I don’t think anyone 
other than maybe a pro golfer would really 
understand.” 

© Offensive coordinator James Franklin was 
the Green Bay Packers’ wide receivers coach last 
season after five seasons at Maryland. He said 
he'll keep a free mind with his offensive philoso- 
phies. 

“Until you really evaluate your personnel and 
see what they can do and what their strengths 
are, it’s hard to say what we'll do,” he said. 
“It is a fluid concept.” 


(5-6, 2-6) 

WwW Florida International 35-21 

w "at Marshall 21-19 

WwW North Texas 54-7 
ai at Oklahoma 21-43 
CW Kansas 123 

L Texas ASM 28-30 
+k Colorado 20-23 

L at lowa State 17-45 

L at Nebraska 25-27 

Ww Missouri 36-28 
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be moved to tackle — even at 245 
pounds — out of sheer necessity. The 
unit's other stalwart, tackle Quintin 
Echols, was woefully out of shape in 
spring drills. 

Tackle Alphonso Moran and end Ian 
Campbell were thrown into the fire last 
year, but they are not proven com- 
modities. 

So a line that produced just nine of 
the team’s 21 sacks last season could 


actually take a step back. When asked if 


newcomers — including junior college 
tackle Brandon Balkcom and junior 
college ends Moses Manu and Rob 
Jackson — need to contribute right 
away, Price answered simply, “That 
would be my hope.” 

There is more optimism in the back 
seven. Brandon Archer is not only a 
total package at outside linebacker, he 
should combine with free safety Marcus 
Watts to provide leadership. Archer was 
consistent in leading the team with 
72 tackles last season. 

Reserve linebacker Zach Diles had 
flashes of brilliance in putting up 50 tack- 
les, and a good spring made him the 
front-runner in the middle. On the weak 
side, returning starter Maurice Mack is 
undersized but fast. He will be utilized 
even if sophomore Reggie Walker simply 
proves too good to keep off the field. 

Watts is the only sure thing in the sec- 
ondary, though the Cats should find solid 
corner play out of a group that includes 
experienced players in Bryan Baldwin, 
Justin McKinney, Byron Garvin and con- 
verted safety Kyle Williams. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Wildcats return experience across 
the board. Former walk-on Jeff Snodgrass 
was 10 of 16 on field goal attempts last 
season, including two 50-yarders. He will 
try to maintain his role as a senior, 
though former vaunted recruit Jared 
Parker, a sophomore, could come on. 

Punter Tim Reyer will try to bounce 


back from an inconsistent season, falling 


Kansas State's Winning Trend 1996-2005 


me BEST 
m BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


FS Marcus Watts 

Junior named the team's | 
Defensive Player of the Year 7] 
and Special Teams Player of 
the Year last season, all | 
after playing wide receiver © 
in 2004. ... Second on the | 
team last season with 
71 tackles, 55 of them solo. 
... In-state recruit consid- j 
ered transferring after fail- / 
ing to record an offensive 
stat as.a redshirt freshman. He did-have 11 tack- 
les, nine of them solo, on special teams, though. 
... In addition to being the top special teams 
tackler, he had three punt returns and was the 
holder, 


RB Parrish Fisher 5; 

In a win over North Texas, | 
became the first true fresh- | 
man to start at tailback in 
Bill Snyder's 17 seasons at 
Kansas State. He responded : 
with a school freshman |} 
record of 169 yards on 
21 carries. ... Had only | 
48 carries in nine games | 
but averaged 6.0 yards. ... 
Also had 89 receiving yards. 
... Was selected to Texas Sports magazine's 2003 
High School All-Class Super Team. The other tail- 
back on the team was Adrian Peterson. ... Did 
not have a carry in the team’s final three games. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DE Moses Manu 

He addresses one of the 
biggest need areas on the 
team and participated in 
spring drills after signing 
out of El Camino (Calif.) 
Junior College, where he 
had 50 tackles last season, 
19 for loss. ... At 6-3, 260 
pounds, he’s an all-around 
athlete. His best high 
school sport was volleyball. 
Before that, his main sport was rugby. Also 
played prep basketball. ... Played only one sea- 
son of organized football before high school, 
catching 22 passes asa tight end. 
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Walk-on Keeps 
Proving Himself 


No one was more surprised than 
Jordy Nelson when his streak just 
kept going. Nelson last year became 
the first player in school history to 
catch a touchdown pass in the team’s 
first seven games of the season. 

“That was just getting lucky,” 
Nelson during spring drills. “I was 
still just trying to be comfortable.” 

Nelson was a safety in 2004, 
a position that did not earn him a 
second of playing time as a redshirt 
freshman. That was disappointing 
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because Nelson seemed to be following 
the path Jon McGraw traveled. 

Like McGraw, Nelson played at Riley 
County High School, just a few miles 
from Manhattan, but was not offered 
a scholarship to K-State. 

McGraw ended up walking on as 
a wide receiver, switched to safety and 
went on to become an NFL second- 
round pick. With a similar physical 
makeup and surprising speed at 6-3, 
210 pounds, Nelson was compared to 
McGraw from day one. 

Instead, as a sophomore last season, 
Nelson started earning comparisons to 
Quincy Morgan. 

Nelson has the size to beat smaller 
defenders, often getting jump-ball 
passes in the end zone, and the speed 
— perhaps only wide receiver Yamon 
Figurs is a faster teammate — to get 
past bigger defenders. 

The result was 45 catches (including 
an 80-yarder at Texas Tech) for 669 
yards (107 of them at Oklahoma). 
He had eight touchdown receptions. 
He even ran for another score. 

‘IT think it was still about proving 
myself as a walk-on,” Nelson said. 
“Everyone was given a fair shake. The 
walk-ons were treated like everyone else. 
But in your mind, you still think about 
not getting offered a scholarship.” 

Now the question becomes whether 
Nelson will be offered the chance to 
improve. 

First, opposing defenses will be 
geared toward stopping him. More 
important, there is no bigger area of 
concern on the team than quarterback, 
and K-State is installing a new West 
Coast-style offense. 

“There’s a lot to learn, but it’s not 
that much different,” Nelson said. 

“Mainly, I end up in a lot of the 
same spots, really. The difference is 
how I’m supposed to get there. 
I think I'll be better because I’m still 
learning so much about route disci- 
pline and the little adjustments you 
make on offense. 

“Getting the experience under my 
belt of last year is really going to 
help.” 


to 40.3 yards per punt (and also making 
some costly miscues) after averaging 
43 yards as a freshman. Senior long snap- 
per Jeff Mortimer returns. 

K-State has two dangerous return men 
in Yamon Figurs, who has run a sub 
4.3-second 40-yard dash, and shifty 
Jermaine Moreira, who is a threat each 


time he manages to hang on to the ball. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


While six of the first seven games are 
at home, this is not the entire cream-puff 
schedule often associated with K-State. 

The Wildcats do get the tune-ups they 
desperately need — Illinois State and 
Florida Atlantic — and then face a little 
bigger from 
Marshall. 

If K-State can start 3-0, it will then get 


challenge rebuilding 


a big test by playing host to Louisville, 
a team with BCS aspirations. 

The Big 12 schedule sets up well, 
starting with winnable games at Baylor 
and against visiting Oklahoma State. 
If the North is wide open, a Nebraska- 
Missouri-Iowa State stretch could deter- 
mine if K-State can stay in the mix. 


— Jeffrey Parson 


2 acm | 


" Sept. 2 ILLINOIS STATE — 
“Sept. 9 FLORIDA ATLANTIC — 
Sept. 16 MARSHALL 
" Sept. 23 LOUISVILLE 
“Sept.30 at Baylor 
“Oct. 7 OKLAHOMA STATE 
~ Oct. 14 NEBRASKA 
"Oct. 21 at Missouri _ 
~ Oct. 28 IOWA STATE 
"Nov. 4 at Colorado — 
Nov. 11 TEXAS 
“ Nov. 18 at Kansas 
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\AT A GLANCE 


faeces ee 


| 0-12, 0-8 WAC (9th) 


3 
a - 
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| Hal Mumme — At NMSU; 0-12, 1 year; 
| overall: 97-76-1, 15 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


4 


14; 8 offense, 6 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


WR A.J. Harris, S Eric Carrie, QB Chase 
| Holbrook, DB Courtney Bryan, RB Justine 
| Buries, WR Aikeem Jolla, WT Tim Tolbert 


\ 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


Starting quarterback Chase Holbrook 

played in Mumme’s system at 

Southeastern Louisiana two years ago. 

| Receiving unit boasts speed and depth. 
Courtney Bryan and Alex Bernard are 

\ talented cornerbacks. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 
i 
| Offensive line lacks depth. Aggies must 
replace starting punter and kicker. 
Defense that ranked near the bottom in 
most major statistical categories last sea- 
son must find replacement for LB Jimmy 
Cottrell, the leading tackler in the nation, 


| QB Royal Gill, P Brad Evans, 0G Nick Cole, 
WR Paul Dombrowski, LB Jimmy Cottrell, 
DB Shukree Shabazz, S Matt Griebel 


[ New Mexico State and Temple were the 

| only I-A programs to go winless last sea- 

son. The Aggies have the personnel to be 

_ better on both sides of the ball and the 
schedule is tolerable with a pair of I-AAs. 
Mumme should reach his 100th career win 
— he’s currently at 97 — but the Aggies 

| probably won't be a factor in the WAC. 


2006 WWWwW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 


Offense Ready to Soar in Year 2 under Mumme 


OFFENSE 


There shouldnt be a quarterback contro- 
versy this season. Chase Holbrook, who 
played in 10 games for Southeastern 
Louisiana two years ago when Hal Mumme 
was the coach, is the unquestioned starter. 

Royal Gill, who has transferred to 
Southern Utah, and Joey Vincent split time 
a year ago. Holbrook passed for 343 yards 
and four touchdowns in the spring game to 
ensure no such repeat of a time-share. 

Junior running back Justine Buries 
topped the 100-yard mark four times last 
season, finishing with 779 yards. Still, the 
Aggies must improve their rushing attack, 
which ranked 114th. 

Mumme has assembled a deep group of 
receivers for his pass-happy attack, includ- 
ing Miami transfer Aikeem Jolla. He was 
considered something of an underachiev- 
er with the Hurricanes, but was being 
touted as the Aggies’ No. | receiver, even 
before the start of spring drills. 

Jolla received a waiver from the 
NCAA, allowing him to transfer without 
sitting out a season. His family was dis- 
placed by Hurricane Katrina and his ail- 
ing mother relocated to Las Cruces. 

Jolla will be joined at wideout by, 
among others, A.J. Harris (39 catches, 
448 yards, four touchdowns), Brandon 
Allen, Tim Tolbert, Derek Dubois, Chris 
Williams and Jahmeel Hobson. 

Mike Martinez, the only lineman to start 
every game last season, is the cornerstone of 
a front that can't afford injuries. Martinez, 
who has started 23 consecutive games, will 


probably move from center to left tackle. 


DEFENSE 

The Aggies allowed 480.3 yards and 
38.8 points per game last year ... and then 
lost two of their best players in linebacker 
Jimmy Cottrell and safety Matt Griebel. 
The pair combined for 328 stops — 
30 percent of the team’s tackles. 

But there is optimism that the return- 
ing personnel and newcomers can begin to 
thrive in coordinator Woody Widenhofer's 
blitzing 3-4 scheme, particularly if corner- 
backs Alex Bernard and Courtney Bryan 
hold up in one-on-one coverage. 

Shauna Leaupepe, a redshirt in 2005, 
is penciled in to replace Cottrell. Tim 
McManigal is expected to start inside 
next to Leaupepe. La’Auli Fonoti, Jamar 
Cotton, Nathan Nuttall and Michael 
Brewer are options on the outside. 

Defensive end Jared Naylor, who start- 
ed 10 games last year, and nose guard 
Jeremy Weeks, who started the last half of 
the season, return up front. 

Safety Eric Carrie is the top returning 


tackler from last season with 80. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


This could be a troublesome area for 
the Aggies. Punter Brad Evans and kicker 
Connor Foley, who made just six of 12 
field goal attempts, are gone. 

Matt Pratt and Mike Hartnett are 
vying for kicking duties. 

The Aggies have some experience at 
kick returning with Dubois (24.1 yards 
per return), Harris and Williams, who 
had a 94-yard TD return. Jolla is another 
possibility. 

— Jim Meehan 
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AT A GLANCE 


Gary Pinkel — At Missouri: 29-30, 
5 years; overall: 102-67-3, 15 years 


17, 8 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 


QB Chase Daniel, RB Tony Temple, 
TE Chase Coffman, TE Martin Rucker, 
DE Brian Smith, FS David Overstreet 


Martin Rucker and Chase Coffman might, 
be the best tandem of pass-catching tight 
ends in the country. The defensive line is 
loaded with proven veterans like Brian 
Smith and Lorenzo Williams, and potential 
stars in Stryker Sulak and Ziggy Hood. 


The running game will sorely miss 

QB Brad Smith on designed runs and bro- 
ken plays. Missouri needs a few running 
backs to stay healthy and produce consis-- 
tently. Three defensive backs have little 
or no starting experience, Missouri is 
razor-thin at linebacker. 


QB Brad Smith, WR Sean Coffey, 
OG Tony Palmer, OLB Derrick Ming, 
FS Jason Simpson, CB Marcus King 


A recruiting class that included only four 
in-state high school players reinforced 
some of the growing impatience among 
the fan base. A division championship 
would surely soften those concerns. 


Possible? If Missouri can make the spread 


offense work despite losing the most pro- 
lific offensive player in team history, the 
Tigers could compete in the Big 12 North. 


7-5 overall, 4-4 Big 12 (T-2nd, North) : 


Tigers Try to Build on Momentum Without Smith 


For a few moments, the blast of cool 
water down Gary Pinkel’s back seemed to 
wash away all the painful memories of 2005. 

Soaked from the traditional postgame 
ice bath at last year’s Independence Bowl, 
Pinkel shivered while he celebrated an 
unthinkable comeback against South 
Carolina on Dec. 30. 

Consider it baptism by ice, not fire. 

The Tigers trailed Steve Spurrier’s 
Gamecocks 21-0 and 28-7 in the first 
half, but with resilient defense and the 
grandest of grand finales by quarterback 
Brad Smith, Missouri pulled off the 
biggest come-from-behind victory in 
team history, winning 38-31. 

As they did after each of their six regu- 
lar-season victories, Missouri players cele- 
brated on the 25-yard line, honoring the 
jersey number of late teammate Aaron 
O’Neal, a redshirt freshman linebacker 
who died in July after he collapsed during 
an offseason voluntary workout. 

Though a lawsuit against Pinkel, 
school administrators and trainers. still 
lingered this spring — an autopsy 
revealed O’Neal died from meningitis — 
a heartbroken team rallied around the 
memory of their popular teammate. 

A season that began with personal 
anguish — Pinkel also lost his younger 
brother, Greg, in January — ended hap- 
pily with hope for the future. 

“T chink the pride of the Missouri fans, 
they really grabbed hold of that,” Pinkel 
said of Missouri’s second bowl victory in 
24 years. 

“When I go through the airport, 
I might get 20 people by the time I can 


get on the airplane congratulating our 
team. I just want to make a habit of that. 
Our fans deserve that.” 

Missouri returns 17 starters, but carry- 
ing momentum into 2006 wont be easy. 
At the forefront of challenges lies the 
quarterback job — a spot Smith held 
since 2002 while setting 69 team, confer- 
ence and NCAA records. Sophomore 
Chase Daniel is the likely successor after 
appearing in 10 games last year as prep 
work for this season and beyond. 

Despite the renewed hope the bowl 
win produced, Missouri fans haven't for- 
gotten the team’s disastrous 2004 season 
or last year’s failure to win a weak Big 12 
North Division, With a dynamic tight 
end tandem, a new quarterback and per- 
haps the Big 12’s most underrated defen- 
sive line, a division championship would 


surely soften those concerns. 


OFFENSE 


After Missouri stumbled to 5-6 in 
2004, Pinkel adopted the spread-option 
scheme made popular by Urban Meyer 
and others recently. 

The changes led to more plays, more 
yards and more scores. In fact, no 
Division I-A team averaged more plays 
per game than Missouri (81.8). 

Though they didn’t always make use of 
those added opportunities — poor passing 
efficiency bogged down too many drives 
— the Tigers ranked in the top four of the 
Big 12 in rushing, passing and scoring. 

But when you lose college football's 
most electric running quarterback out- 


side of Austin, does the offense leave with 
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him? Pinkel insists it won't. 

“This wasn't a change for Brad Smith,” 
Pinkel said. “What we'll do with this 
quarterback is ... he'll be more of a dis- 
tributor of the football.” 

With Chase Daniel at quarterback, 
Missouri will cut down on the designed 
runs that Smith ran so brilliantly the past 
four years. Daniel’s no stiff in the pocket. 
He rushed for nearly 3,000 yards in two 
high school seasons in Southlake, Texas. 
But his job is to share the ball, not hoard. 
More Steve Nash, less Kobe Bryant. 

Without Smith’s dazzling running 
skills, Missouri needs a consistent threat 
from its tailbacks. 

Tony Temple led MU’s tailbacks in 
yards (437) and carries (81) last year, but 
fumbles and ankle injuries were a prob- 


2005 stats: 2053 ypg rushing (3rd Big 12/17th NCAA), 224.5 ypg passing (4th/S3rd), 429.8 ypg total offense (4th/24th), 20.8 ppg (4th/34th) 


QB Chase Daniel So. 


Played in 10 games in '05 as Brad Smith’s backup. 


Brandon Coleman, Sr. 


RB Marcus Woods* Jr. 


Started 10 games, but injuries were a nuisance. 


Tony Temple, Jr. 


WR Brad Ekwerekwu* Sr. 


Catches increase annually, but yards per catch have fallen. 


Jason Ray, Jr. 


WR Will Franklin* Jr. 
WR Tommy Saunders So. 


Has potential to be team’s most explosive wideout. 
Former walk-on caught 12 passes in ’05. 


Greg Bracey, Jr. 
Andrew Hoskins, Sr. 


TE Martin Rucker* Jr. 
LT Tyler Luellen* Je. 


Forms one half of nation’s most prolific TE combo. 
Suffered torn ACL in March; could be OK for season. 


Chase Coffman, So. 
Louis Pintola, Sr. 


LG Monte Wyrick Jr. 


Line’s only new starter, replaces Tony Palmer. 


Ryan Madison, So. 


C Adam Spieker* Jr. 
RG Mike Cook* Sr. 
RT Joel Clinger* Sr. 


*Returning starter 


Quiet and consistent. Started every game past two seasons. James Stigall, Fr. 
Team's most experienced guard with 11 career starts, 
Heavy metal fan has team’s best tattoo collection. 


Dain Wise, Fr. 
Colin Brown, So. 


2005 stats: 151.3 ypg rushing (8th Big 12/63rd NCAA), 217.0 ypg passing (7th/S8th), 368.3 total defense (Sttv50th), 29.2 ppg (10th/81st) 


DE — Xzavie Jackson* Sr. 
DT Lorenzo Williams* dr. 
DT — Jamar Smith* Sr. 
DE — Brian Smith* Sr. 
LB Marcus Bacon* Sr. 
LB -Dedrick Harrington ~— Sr. 
LB Van Alexander So. 
CB Darnell Terrell Ur. 
CB Domonique Johnson’ So. 
SS Brandon Massey Sr. 
FS David Overstreet” Sr. 


“Returning starter 


lem. He missed all of spring camp while 
recovering from shoulder surgery. 
Marcus Woods started 10 of the first 
11 games last year, but his body broke 
down in the last few weeks. A groin injury 
left him a spectator at the Independence 
Bowl. Perhaps Missouri's most intriguing 
offensive player is redshirt freshman tail- 
back Connell Davis. At 6-3, he’s six inch- 
es taller than the next tallest tailback. 
“He's going to be a prime-time back,” 
defensive end Xzavie Jackson said of Davis. 
“Teams are going to have to keep an eye on 
him because he runs like Adrian Peterson.” 
The passing game will rely on the 
nation’s most prolific tight end combina- 
tion. Junior Martin Rucker led MU with 
47 catches for 567 yards last year, followed 


closely by sophomore Chase Coffman, 


Versatile senior also plays standup LB in 3-4 sets. 

Had 5.5 sacks in 12 starts last year. 

Junior college transfer had 12 tackles for loss in ‘05. 
MU's all-time sacks leader should add to record. 
Quietly put together steady season as first-time starter. 
Tiger fans waiting for breakthrough season. 
Hometown product eager to contribute as a starter. 
Late interception sealed Independence Bowl victory. 
Team's most experienced CB made two starts last year. 
Michigan State transfer should battle Moore for time. 
Senior leader should earn some All-Big 12 honors. 


Stryker Sulak, So. 
Ziggy Hood, So. 
DeMarcus Scott, Sr. 
Josh Barbo, Jr. 

Steve Redmond, So. 
Brock Christopher, So. 
Chad Washington, Fr. 
Trenile Washington, So. 
Hardy Ricks, Fr. 
William Moore, So. 
Mack Breed, So. 


who had 47 catches for 503 yards. 

The Tigers need more production from 
junior receiver Will Franklin, the team’s 
best big-play threat who had 40 catches 
last year but just two touchdowns. Senior 
Brad Ekwerekwu, junior Greg Bracey, 
sophomore Tommy Saunders and perhaps 
true freshman Jeremy Maclin will round 
out the receiving corps. 

The 


starters, but loses its best blocker in 


offensive line returns four 


guard Tony Palmer. 


DEFENSE 


Decimated by several injuries and 
held South 
Carolina to just a field goal in the second 


a suspension, Missouri 


half of its bowl game. That sort of resilien- 


cy had been missing for a team that 
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ere) Jeremy Maclin, WR 

| Maclin was a huge signee for the Tigers. Not only was he the No. 3 player 
in Missouri, he was the top offensive player in the St. Louis area. Maclin, 
who should great in the slot and on special teams for the Tigers, was orig- 
inally committed to Oklahoma, but backed away from the Sooners and 
decided that Columbia was the right place for him. 


Tim Bames, OL 

Barnes played eight-man football in high school, so the transition to 
Division | football on the Big 12 level might be a little tough. But there is 
no doubt that the 6-3, 308-pounder is more than talented enough to make 
the jump. He was Missouri's first commitment for the class of 2006, when 
he committed in June of 2004. Barnes would have been heavily recruited 
if it was not for his early pledge. 


Del Howard, DB 

Howard is a big-time cover corner from one of the top programs in the 
Dallas Ft. Worth Metroplex. He might not be the tallest guy around at 5-10 
and 175 pounds, but he does have a nasty streak, great coverage skills and 
e) the ability to stick with receivers like glue. He could help the Missouri 
defense quickly in 2006. 


TF SIEMWCLONMERS OF MPA T 


ALEXANDER, Danario WR 6-3,185 oo Marlin, TX Marlin 
All-State honorable mention. ... Caught 49 passes for 850 yards and nine touchdowns 
as a senior. ... District champion in long jump and triple jump. 


BARNES, Tim OL 63,308 ooo Hughesville, MO Pettis County H.W. 
Rivals.com’s No. 23 offensive guard. ... No. 4 recruit in Missouri. ... All-State. ... Also 
played basketball and baseball. ... Committed to the Tigers the summer before his 
junior season. 


BOOKER, Marquis IB 6-0,235 oo Ardmore, OK = Ardmore 
As a senior, had 156 tackles, six sacks and four interceptions. ... District Linebacker of 
the Year as a senior. ... Moved from running back as a sophomore. 


BRIDGES, Castine DB 62,19 OOo — PleasantHill,CA Diablo Valley 
Rivals.com's No. 89 overall junior college recruit. ... Intercepted eight passes in back 
to back seasons. ... Conference defensive MVP last year. ... Had five career intercep- 
tions at Richmond Valley (Calif.) Pinole Valley. 


BROWN, Cornelius DB 6-0,199 900 Reedley,CA Reedley CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 92 overall junior college recruit. ... All-State and All-Conference last 
year. ... All-State as a senior at Adel (Ga.) Cook. ... Played three years of basketball in 
high school. 


BROWN, Justin DB 6-2,19 ooo Wahpeton, ND 1D. State 0.0.5. 
Intercepted four passes and broke up 13 passes last season. ... Led conference with average 
kickoff return of 28.4 yards. ... First-team All-State as a senior at Blue Springs (Mo.) 


COSLET, Bart DE 66,228 oo0 St. Charles, MO Howell Central 
Rivals.com’s No, 26 weakside defensive end. ... No. 12 recruit in Missouri. ... 
Also recruited to play Division | basketball. ... Missed senior season due to knee injury. 
... Had three sacks as a junior. 


GROOMS, Dominic QB 61,172 ooo Tampa, FL Middleton 
Rivals.com’s No. 24 dual-threat quarterback. ... Four-year starter at quarterback. ... 
As a senior, threw for 1,600 yards and 16 touchdowns and rushed for 512 yards and 
eight touchdowns. 


HERNANDEZ, Jesse OL 6-3,293 oo Ardmore, OK Ardmore 
Rivals.com's No. 26 recruit in Oklahoma. ... Also played defensive line and had two 
sacks. ... Also played tight end. ... Had 11 sacks as a junior and 14 sacks as a sopho- 
more. 


HOWARD, Del DB 5-10,175 ooo Garland, TX South Garland 
Had 143 tackles as a senior. ... Second-team All-State. ... Added seven sacks and three 
interceptions. ... District defensive MVP. 
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Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


JP-Tillman, 08 OOO6S 


The last thing that Missouri needed was | Total Stars 
another quarterback, but when Tillman : . 
showed interest in the Tigers it was fiat iEh) ake _ Big 12:9 
too good to pass up. The 6-2, 

223-pounder might look more like a full- O07 (1EEDS 
back, but he is a pure quarterback anda ‘The Tigers will need help along the offensive 
good one at that. Tillman moved up toCy line after taking only three players at the 
Falls as a senior from a private school in position in 2006. Defensive tackle and defen- 
Houston and made the transition with sive end will also be something the Tigers 
great success. With the Tigers loaded would like to target, too. Don't be surprised 
with other quarterbacks, Tillman could — if Mizzou also goes out and recruits another 
sneak up and surprise a lot of people kicker for their special teams. 

down the road. 


MACLIN, Jeremy WR 60,187 cooo  StLouis Kirkwood 
Rivals.com's No. 24 wide receiver. ... No. 3 recruit in Missouri. ... Caught 41 passes for 
1,042 yards and 11 touchdowns. ... Averaged 25.4 yards per catch. ... Also ran for 293 
yards and four touchdowns. ... Averaged 24.6 yards per punt return. 


PERRY, Jared WR 60,155 ooo La Marque, TX La Marque 
Caught 51 passes for 1,000 yards and eight touchdowns as a junior. ... Caught 32 pass- 
es for 540 yards and 13 touchdowns as a senior. ... Also runs track. 


PRINCE, Mike OL 6-4,278 oo Southlake, TX Carroll 
Started on two 16-0 teams at Carroll. ... First-team All-State. ... Also competed in track 
and wrestling. ... Former teammate of Missouri quarterback Chase Daniel. 


RUTLAND, Kevin DB 6-1,18 ooo — Houston, TX North Shore 


Rivals.com’s No, 51 cornerback. ... Also played wide receiver and quarterback at Galena 
Park. ... Second-team All-District. 


SCOTT, Brian DT 62,256 oo College Station, TX Consolidated 
Had 85 tackles and four sacks as a senior. ... Recovered five fumbles. ... Second-team 
All-District. 


SIMPSON, Paul WR 62,18 oo Hayward, CA  Chabott CC 
Enrolled for spring semester. ... Caught one touchdown pass last year. ... 
All-Conference DB with one interception. ... Graduated from Oakland San Leandro. 


STULL, John DE 6-4,250 ooo Columbia, MO Rock Bridge 
Rivals.com’s No, 61 strongside defensive end. ... No. 16 recruit in Missouri. ... First- 
team All-State. ... Had 9.5 sacks and 64 tackles as a senior. ... Also played basketball. 


THOMAS, La’Roderick ATH 6-2,199 oo Dallas South Oak Cliff 
Two-year starter at quarterback. ... Threw for 1,000 yards and threw for 300 as a senior. ... 
Accounted for 13 touchdowns in 2005. ... Helped basketball team to state title as a junior. 


TILLMAN, J.P. QB 6-2,223 ooo Cypress, TX Cy Falls 

Rivals.com’s No. 22 dual-threat quarterback. ... Completed 94 of 168 passes as a sen- 
ior. ... Threw for 1,406 yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior. ... Completed 51 percent 
of his passes as a junior. ... Rushed for more than 200 yards each season. 


VAUGHNS, Tremane DB 5-0,189 coo Pasadena, CA Pasadena CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 94 overall junior college recruit. ... Played wide receiver, quarterback, 
running back and defensive backs while returning kicks and punts at Pasadena CC. 


WEATHERSPOON, Sean LB 6-1,195 oo Jasper, TX Jasper 
District Player of the Year. ... Had 98 tackles as a senior. ... Added four sacks and two 
interceptions. ... All-District guard in basketball. 
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5 _ VAN ALEXANDER 
15 MARCUS BACON 
47 _ JOSH BARBO 
29 _DAN BARNES 
96 JARON BASTON 
95 _ STEVEN BLAIR 
60 GORDON BOWEN 
85 GREG BRACEY 


IB 6-0 230 
IB 6-2 225 


So Columbia 

St Houston, TX 
DL 6-5 280 Jr Conway Springs, KS 
QB 6-3 205 Fr Marshall 

DL 6-1 290 Fr Blue Springs 
DL 6-3 230 Jr Godfrey, IL 
OL 6-2 290 Fr Memphis, 7N 
WR 6-2 200 Jr Milwaukee, WI 
24 MACK BREED FS 6-1 205 So San Antonio, TX 
1 COLIN BROWN OL 6-7 310 So Braymer 

4 TRAVISCARDOZA SS 5-11 200 Jr Springfield 
14 MATTCASADAY —K/P 5-11 190 Fr_ Plano, TX 
28 ADAM CASEY WR 6-1 195 So Chesterfield 
35 BROCK CHRISTOPHER LB 6-2 240 So Keamey 

74 JOEL CLINGER OL 6-6 315 Sr Wamenton 
45  CHASECOFFMAN TE 6-6 230 So Peculiar 

1 BRANDON COLEMAN QB 6-4 215 Sr Miami, FL 
55 MIKE COOK OL 6-2 315 St Friendswood, TK 
97 TARELL CORBY DL 6-3 230 Fr Kansas City 
90 ADAMCROSSETT PK/P 6-3 225 Jr _ Liberty 

20 BRANDON CROUCH S 5-9 280 Fr Springfield, IL 
10 CHASEDANIEL QB 6-1 220 So Southlake, TX 
2 OONNELLDAVIS TB 6-3 205 Fr Portland, TX 
15 _KEVINDUNCAN —SS_ 5-10 200 So Ofallon 

86 BRADEKWEREKWU WR 6-4 215 Sr Arlington, TX 
1 SPENCER EVANS DB 5-11 185 Fr_Bel-Air, TX 
3 WILLIAM FRANKLIN WR 6-2 205 Jr St. Louis 

40 CHRIS GARES WR 5-9 195 Fr 

43 JONGISSINGER TE 6-2 230 Fr San Diego, CA 
7 EARLGOLDSMITH TB 5-8 200 So Denton, TX 
78 KURTISGREGORY OL 6-5 305 Fr _Blackbum 
33 DEDRICK HARRINGTON LB 6-4 240 Sr Mexico 

10 MATT HOENES P 6-1 195 Sr _ Branson 

94 EVANDERHOOD DL 6-3 280 So Amarillo, TK 
35 ANDREW HOSKINS WR 6-3 210 Sr Plattsburg 
89 DEQUINCY HOWARD TE 6-4 250 Sr Tyler, TX 

32 AUSTIN HUFF TB 5-7 185 Fr Brentwood, TN 
21 JERRILL HUMPHREY WR 6-4 215 So LaGrange 

1 JIMMY JACKSON TB. 5-8 200 So Caruthersville 
48 XZAVIEJACKSON DE 6-4 275 Sr _Vacaville, CA 
22 ALEX JOANNES S 6-3 200 Fr Blair Oaks 

2 _DOMONIQUE JOHNSON DB 6-2 190 So Texas City, TX 
73 DAVIDLAZAROFF OL 5-11 280 Jr Chesterfield 
79 ‘TYLERLUELLEN = OL 6-6 300 Jr 

76 RYANMADISON OL 6-5 300 So Bethany 

19 BRANDON MASSEY SS 6-1 200 Sr_ St. Louis 

26 BLAKE MAY WR 6-0 180 Fr Kansas Ci 

66 CHRISMCCARTHY OL 6-6 305 fr Camdenton 
90 BRENT MCCAULEY 1B 5-9 230 fr Savannah 
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DARREN MEADE 
ZACH MILLIGAN 
WILLIAM MOORE 


WR 5-11 180 
DL 6-1 215 Hardin 
FS 6-2 215 Hayti 
CURTISNEISON —«S_—5-9 180 Waynesville 
29 SHERMAN NEWSOME DB_5-10 170 Fr New Madrid 
87 LUCAS NULL WR_ 6-0 185 So Crystal City 
25 AARON ONEAL 1B 63 So Creve Coeur 
8 DAVID OVERSTREET FS 6-0 Sr 
CHASE PATTON QB 6-5 So 
NICK PATTON IB 6-1 
JOHN PEARSON OL 6-1 
LOUIS PINTOLA OL 6-4 
JASON RAY WR 6-1 
STEVE REDMOND IB 6-1 
DANNY RELLEGERT P 6-1 
HARDY RICKS DB 5-11 190 
KYLE RIGGS OL 6-6 300 
BRANDON ROOKS WR 5-11 195 
82 MARTIN RUCKER TE 6-5 245 
26 ERIK RUDIN DB 5-8 170 


TOMMY SAUNDERS WR 5-11 210 

JOE SCHUMACHER LB 5-11 235 

DEMARCUS SCOTT _DL 285 

DAVID SHANKS DB 170 

AUSTIN SHELLNUT _L8 

PAUL SIMPSON DB 6-2 185 

BRIAN SMITH DE 

JAMAR SMITH DL 

CHRISTOPHER SOBOTA DL 

ADAM SPIEKER OL 

JAMES STIGALL OL 

STRYKER SULAK DL 

TRACE TEAS PK 

TONY TEMPLE 1B 

DARNELL TERRELL DB 

CHRIS TIPTON OL 

PHINNEY TROY OL 

JEFFREY WALDMAN TB 5-10 205 

CHAD WASHINGTON LB 5-11 210 
9 _TRENILE WASHINGTON DB 5-10 185 


99 LORENZO WILLIAMS DL 6-2 285 i City, OK 


68 _DAIN WISE OL 6-5 290 Fr__ Midwest City, OK 
99 JEFF WOLFERT PK 6-1 180 _Fr__ Overland Park, KS 


ALEX WOODLEY DB 5-11 180 Jr Mesquite, TX 

MARCUS WOODS TB 5-8 195 Jr Farmington Hills, MI 

MONTE WYRICK OL 6-5 320 Jr Texarkana, AR 
Fr 


ZACH ZELLMER OL 6-3 275 Belleville, IL 


hree practices into Missouri's spring session, 

left tackle Tyler Luellen tore the anterior cru- 
ciate ligament in his left knee during a pass-rush 
drill. Luellen, a junior, started all 12 games in 
2005. 

Missouri coaches expected Luellen to be ready 
in time for the start of the season. Four years ago, 
Luellen tore multiple ligaments in his right knee 
playing high school basketball but recovered in 
time to win the state discus title four months 
later. 

Senior Louis Pintola, a junior college transfer, 
took over the starting duties in Luellen’s absence. 

* When a string of tornadoes demolished parts 
of central Missouri in early March, the Missouri 
coaching staff pooled together a donation to the 
family of redshirt freshman offensive tackle Kurtis 
Gregory, whose older sister lost her house in the 
storm. 

Once the donation was cleared by the school’s 
NCAA compliance office, the staff gave Gregory's 
family a $1,000 line of credit at a local department 
store. 

“Tt blew me away at first,” Gregory said. “I did- 
n't even know they could do something like that. 
I called Dad and told him, and he started to cry.” 

 Tailback Tony Temple watched spring practice 
from the sidelines while recovering from offseason 
shoulder surgery that cleaned up a lingering injury 
from his high school career. Temple is expected to 
be ready for preseason camp. 

© Cornerback/kick returner Alex Woodley 
returned as a walk-on after he was dismissed from 
the team last summer for disciplinary reasons. 
Woodley can earn his scholarship back after meet- 
ing certain criteria. 

* Missouri signed a pair of defensive players 
from the junior college ranks in March: Quran 
Barge, an outside linebacker from College of the 
Sequoias in Visalia, Calif., and Tommy Chavis, 
a defensive tackle from Kilgore (Texas) College. 

Barge, originally from Camden, N.J., was a high- 
ly touted safety coming out of high school but 
failed to qualify academically at the Division I-A 
level. Chavis was fully qualified coming out of high 
school in Orange, Texas, but was considered too 
small by most recruiters. He has three years of eli- 
gibility left. 
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TONY TEMPLE 


ranked ninth in the Big 12 in total 
defense. 

When backed up in the red zone, MU 
gave up a league-high 32 touchdowns last 
year, including 21 through the air — also 
the most in the Big 12. The Tigers ranked 
ninth in the league in rush defense, and 
only Oklahoma State allowed more rush- 
ing touchdowns than Missouri’s 23. 

That’s the bad news. The good news is 
Missouri replaces only a few key contrib- 
Thirteen of 


utors from its defense. 


Missouri’s top 17 tacklers are back, 


including all seven defensive linemen. 
Perceived to be the team’s weakness in 
2005, Missouri’s line is its obvious strength. 
The Tigers are two-deep at every posi- 
tion along the front four, loaded with 
like 
Jackson and Brian Smith, the school’s all- 


proven veterans defensive ends 
time sacks leader, and defensive tackle 
Lorenzo Williams. Behind them, there's 
potential sophomore stars in end Stryker 
Sulak and tackle Ziggy Hood. 

Missouri is set at linebacker with 
returning seniors Dedrick Harrington 
(middle) and Marcus Bacon (strong side) 
Van 
Alexander (weak side). But there’s little 


plus promising sophomore 
experienced depth. 

Fiery leader David Overstreet patrols the 
secondary, moving from strong safety to free, 
while Brandon Massey and William Moore 
will battle for the strong spot. At cornerback, 
Darnell Terrell inherits one spot after making 
the game-clinching interception in the bowl 
game. Domonique Johnson, after starting 
twice last year including the bowl game, 
should man the other spot. 

“That's probably as athletic (a second- 
ary) as we've ever had here,” Pinkel said. 
“Not probably. It is. Now we need good 
football players.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Junior Adam Crossett handled the 
place-kicking, kickoff and punting duties 
last season. The former walk-on figures to 
hold down all three spots this fall. 

Crossett’s punting average (42.7 yards) 
He_ kicked 


a game-winning field goal in overtime to 


ranked 21st nationally. 
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“BEST saunece 
/ BRIGHTEST 


EE VALUABLE PLAYER = 


TEs Martin Rucker & 
_ Chase Coffman 
It's” impossible to. separate 
Missouri's two NFL-caliber tight 


"ends, Last year, they shared the 


47 and combined 


“Coffman present 
nightmares for 


| defenses, especially when they. 
_ line up together on the field. ... 
In Missounis spread offense, 
: Rucker and Coffman rarely get 
down in’a three-point stance, 


but they're both 


blockers at the point of attack. 
... They're most dangerous catch- 


team lead in receptions with 


t recefyind yards and five touch- 
_ downs, .;. The 6-5, 245-pound » 
Rucker and the 6-6, 230-pound. 


‘for 1,070 


matchup 
“opposing 


effective 


ing eaees pa a ‘and making big plays See ; 


EMERGING 2. in... 
QB Chase Daniel 


the sophomore's swagger. 
_ Nicknamed “Chubbs” by | 


teammates and 


“coaches, : 


listed at 6-1, Daniel checked 
in ata healthy 225, pounds 
this spring. ... The EA Sports 
National High School Player 
of the Year in 2004 showed : 
glimpses of his passing skills and leadership in 10 
~ appearances | last season, but this spring he alia: 
ified his role as the offense’s leader. La 


TOP NEWC. OMER... 


TB Connell Davis } 
On a team that returns 
17 starters, few newcomers 

| are expected to contribute 


immediately, But 


eye out for Davis, a 6-3 red- 
shirt freshman who dis- 
played flashes of explosive- 


ness this. spring 


prone to fumbles because of 
his upright running style. 


keep an 


but was 1 


. If he adds bulk to his 
[ lanky frame, Davis could be an intriguing coun- 
terpart to Missouni's smaller tailbacks. ... Ran for 
more than 4,000 yards in his, pital school career 
in Portland, Texas. — 


Bh 
fh 


( 
| 
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MARTIN RUCKER 


and an Eye 
on NFL 


lcm. 


The son of a state congressman, 
Martin Rucker delivered a stump 


>) speech as the Tigers fell behind 21-0 


early in the Independence Bowl last 
Dec. 30. 

“Everyone had their head down, 
but it was really early,” the junior 
tight end recalled. 

“I told everybody that I wasn't 
quitting. ... I just said, ‘Come with 
me. If you want to go play, come 
with me. If you're going to sit there 
and hold your heads down, that’s not 


148 Linoy's SporRTS ANNUALS 


what I'm going to do. We're better than 
this, so let’s go.” 

Missouri responded with the biggest 
come-from-behind victory in team his- 
tory, with Rucker catching five passes 
for 83 yards to help revive an offense 
that outscored South Carolina 24-3 in 
the second half. 

That capped a brilliant season for 
the 6-5, 245-pound tight end who is 
catching the eye of NFL scouts. 

With another productive season this 
fall, Rucker will stake his place among 
Missouri's impressive collection of 


tight ends, a group that includes NFL © 


Hall of Famer Kellen Winslow, former 
NFL journeyman A.J. Ofodile and cur- 
rent Atlanta Falcon Dwayne Blakley. 

Rucker ranks sixth all-time among 
Missouri tight ends with 66 receptions 
for 830 yards. 

Perhaps the only thing that keeps 
Rucker from threatening Missouri's sin- 
gle-season receptions record is 6-6 
sophomore Chase Coffman, the Tigers’ 
other NFL-caliber tight end. Last sea- 
son, Coffman matched Rucker with 
47 receptions, catching four touch- 
downs to Rucker’s one. 

“It's definitely the best duo or tan- 
dem in the country, without a doubt,” 
quarterback Chase Daniel said. 

Rucker’s game is more than speed 
and grace. Rarely down in a three- 
point stance, he’s a credible blocker at 


the point of attack. His only touch- | 


down last season — after he caught 
four in 2004 — came in the first quar- 


ter against Kansas State when he | 


ripped the ball loose from a defender’s 
hands in the end zone. 

“There was certainly a couple times 
last year where (Rucker and Coffman) 
just went up and made plays,” coach 
Gary Pinkel said. “We're fortunate to 
have those guys.” 

But for how long? Rucker dreams of 
lining up against his older brother, 
Carolina Panthers defensive end Mike 
Rucker. 

“I can’t think about it too much 
because you'll lose sight,” he said. 


“We're out here to make this team win, © 


but yeah, it’s my goal.” 


beat Iowa State and gave the Tigers their 
first lead of the Independence Bowl with 
a 50-yarder in the fourth quarter. 
Marcus Woods, Tommy Saunders, tail- 
back Earl Goldsmith and cornerback Alex 
Woodley should figure into the return game. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Missouri failed to win a watered-down 
Big 12 North Division the past two sea- 
playing Baylor and 
Oklahoma State from the South. Both 


sons despite 
are gone from the schedule this fall — 
as is Texas — replaced by Texas Tech, 
Texas A&M and Oklahoma. 

That's a more challenging rotation of 
South Division opponents, especially 
considering Missouri faces Texas Tech 
(Oct. 7) and Texas A&M (Oct. 14) in 
back-to-back road games. For the first 
time since 1996, Missouri wraps up the 
regular season against long-time rival 
Kansas (Nov. 25). 

The non-conference slate includes two 
potential pitfalls: a home game against 
Mississippi (Sept. 9), followed by a trip to 
New Mexico (Sept. 16). 

— Dave Matter 


SChecdULe 


Sept. 9 OLE MISS 

Sept. 16 at New Mexico 
Sept. 23 OHIO 
“Sept.30 COLORADO 
~ Oct. 7 at Texas Tech 
| «Oct. 14 at Texas A&M 
“Oct.21 «KANSAS STATE ~ 
“Oct-28 === OKLAHOMA 

Nov. 4 at Nebraska 


(Fs 3, SA cee amen Clee agree cee TN 


Nov. 18 at Iowa State 
Nov. 25 KANSAS 
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AT A GLANCE 


8-4 overall, 4-4 Big 12 (T-2nd, North) 


Bill Callahan — At Nebraska and 
overall: 13-10, 2 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
| 15; 7 offense, 7 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Zac Taylor, RB Marlon Lucky, RB Cody 
Glenn, C Kurt Mann, DE Adam Carriker, 
LB Corey McKeon, LB Steve Octavien 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Front seven on defense has the potential 
to be dominating. QB Zac Taylor finished 
strong and should improve effectiveness 
with a year of experience. Young I-backs 
have potential to put punch back into 
running game. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Last season’s rushing game was one of the 
worst in the country, partly because of 
inconsistency up front. Defense begins 
with new starters at both tackle spots and 
both safety positions. Three of top six 
linebackers are coming back from major 
injuries. 


IB Cory Ross, OL Brandon Koch, DT Titus 
Adams, DT Le Kevin Smith, FS Daniel 
Bullocks 


The Huskers appear to have what it takes 
to win the soft Big 12 North and get into 
the Top 25, but they are still a notch or 
two below the conference's elite teams, 
The schedule is demanding as Nebraska 
faces the two teams that played for the 
national championship in 2005. 
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Winning the North ... That Would Restore the Order 


Hor sellers around the Cornhusker 
state these days are T-shirts bearing the 
slogan, “Restore the Order.” 

The Huskers broke them out before 
last November's game against Colorado, 
then went out and pounded the 
Buffaloes, 30-3. They followed with the 
most impressive victory in Bill Callahan's 
two seasons as coach — an Alamo Bowl 
victory over Michigan. 

Finishing 2005 with a feel-good three- 
game winning streak and bringing back 
15 starters sure seems to indicate 
Nebraska is on the brink of a return to 
the glory days. 

“We can be very good,” defensive end 
Adam Carriker said. “We have a lot of 
returning people; we're familiar with the 
system. There is no excuse, no reason why 
we shouldn't be playing in the Big 12 title 
game.” 

Nebraska hasn't played for a conference 
championship since 1999, Callahan’s first 
two seasons produced 13 wins, 10 losses 
and as many low points as highlights. 

Still, there's reason for optimism. The 
offense appears improved. The defense, 
with an All-American candidate in 
Carriker and six other returning starters, 
has coordinator Kevin Cosgrove raving 
about its potential. 

“We want to be the scariest defense in the 
country,” linebacker Steve Octavien said. 

“We already know what type of unit 
we have. We want everybody to know 
field: “The 


Blackshirts are on the field, you better 


when we get on the 


watch our,” 


OFFENSE 


For the first time, Callahan begins the 
season with an experienced quarterback 
(senior Zac Taylor) and the running 
backs and line to grind out yardage when 
necessary. 

“We're at the point where we have 
a young line that’s developing,” Callahan 
said after the spring game. “They are get- 
ting the offense down now, the funda- 
mentals of the running game. And we 
have good young running backs. We need 
to balance our attack.” 

Nebraska's once-proud running game 
slowed to a walk in Callahan's first two sea- 
sons. The Huskers produced just 96 rush- 
ing yards per game and 2.7 yards per carry 
last season, some of the school’s worst 
numbers in the post-World War II era. 

That led to an emphasis in the spring 
on putting some punch back in the 
ground attack. 

“We've gotten a little better with it,” 
sophomore I-back Cody Glenn said, “but 
we've still got a long way to go.” 

Marlon 


improved line are reasons why the 


Glenn, Lucky and an 
Huskers should be more effective run- 
ning the ball. Glenn and Lucky, trying to 
bring thunder and lightning to the run- 
ning game, combined for 182 yards in 
the spring game. 

But doing it against the team’s second- 
and third-stringers is one thing. Doing it 
against the likes of Southern California 
and Texas will be another. 


The returning receivers are depend- 
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able, with Nate Swift and Terrence Nunn 
combining for 88 receptions, including 
14 touchdowns, last season. Several high- 
ly regarded recruits are expected to con- 
tend for playing time. 

Big-play tight end Matt Herian 
appears on track to return from the bro- 
ken leg he suffered in 2004. 

Still, the success of this unit depends 
on the continued development of quar- 
terback Zac Taylor. 

Taylor made great strides in his first sea- 
son as a starter, going from unproven junior 
college transfer to record-setter. He threw 
for 779 of his single-season school record 
2,653 yards in directing the three-game 
winning streak that closed the 2005 season. 

He'll begin his senior season as a poten- 
tial candidate for all-conference honors. 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 96.0 ypg rushing (12th Big 12/107th NCAA), 224.3 ypg passing (Sth/S4th), $20.3 ypg total offense (11th/96th), 24.7 ppg (8th/67th) 


POS STARTER COMMENT 


QB Zac Taylor* Sr. _All-conference candidate should flourish in second year. 
RB Marlon Lucky So. Will have hands full trying to keep spot away from Glenn. 
FB Dane Todd* Sr. Solid blocker is improving as receiver. 

WR_ Terrence Nunn” Jr. Big-play receiver in spite of standing just 6-0. 

WR_ Nate Swift* So. Hopes to build on breakout season in 2005. 


TE J.B. Phillips” Jr. 
LT Chris Patrick Jf. 
LG Andy Christensen So. 
C Kurt Mann* Sr. 
RG Mike Huff So. 
RT Matt Slauson’ So. 


“Returning starter 


Great insurance if Herian not recovered from broken leg. 
Former defender made late impact in 2005. 

Ready to make up for season lost to injury. 

Three-year starter in the middle. 

Solid run blocker who must refine pass blocking skills. 
Has size (6-5, 345 pounds) to be dominating force. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Harrison Beck, So. 
Cody Glenn, So. 
Grant Miller, Sr. 
Frantz Hardy, Jr. 

Todd Peterson, So. 
Matt Herian, Sr. 
Lydon Murtha, So. 
Greg Austin, So. 
Andy Christensen, So. 
Greg Austin, Sr. 
Victory Haines, Jr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 124.3 ypg rushing (6th Big 12/26th), 207.9 ypy passing (Srd/43rd), 332.2 ypg total defense (4th/26th), 21.0 ppg (4th/25th) 


STARTER COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Adam Carriker* Sr. Has chance to be NU’s best since Grant Wistrom. Zach Potter, So. 
DT Ola Dagunduro Sr. Makes move from key reserve to starter. Ndamukong Suh, So. 
DT Barry Cryer Sr. Made solid progress in the spring. Ty Steinkuhler, So. 
DE Jay Moore” Sr. Teams with Carriker to form imposing tandem. Barry Turner, So. 


LB Stewart Bradley Sr. 
LB Corey McKeon* Jr. 
LB Steve Octavien Jr. 
CB Zackary Bowman* Sr. 
CB Cortney Grixby” Jr. 
SS Tierre Green* Jr. 
FS Andrew Shanle Sr. 


“Returning starter 


“He needs to take the next step,” 
Callahan said. “He will have to take on a 
new role, go to the line, establish the 
fronts, the blocking schemes, identify the 
coverages. I believe he can get to that 
point, make the next step, be a great com- 
municator. 

“Tm anxious to watch him make the 
next step, make the plays off what he sees. 
It’s tough, but the great ones can do that.” 


DEFENSE 


Coordinator Kevin Cosgrove isn’t 
mincing words about the potential of his 
2006 unit. 

“T think this could be as good a group 
as I’ve ever had,” Cosgrove said. 

A solid 1-2 punch at defensive end, 


a deep group of linebackers and experi- 


Ready to pick up where he left off before knee injury. 
Emotional leader of Nebraska defense. 

Has ability to be impact player at weakside spot. 

Lived up to hype with strong late-season surge. 
Undersized ... but all he does is makes big plays. 

Started seven games at corner; shifts to fill pressing need. 
Must step up after playing reserve role in the past. 


Lance Brandenburgh, Jr. 
Phillip Dillard, So. 

Bo Ruud, dr.* 

Andre Jones, Jr. 

Titus Brothers, Jr. 

Ben Eisenhart, Jr. 
Brandon Rigoni, Sr. 


ence at the corners are reasons for 
Cosgrove'’s optimism. The Huskers have 
seven starters back from a defense that 
ranked in the top 30 nationally in three 
of the four major NCAA statistical cate- 
gories. 

“Tm excited about the group I have,” 
Cosgrove said. “We've got to continue to 
get better. We're nowhere near where 
we're going to be.” 

That’s saying something given where 
the defense has come in two seasons 
under Cosgrove. He and his unit caught 
plenty of flak for the 2004 flop that saw 
the Huskers suffer through their first los- 
ing season in more than four decades. 

The defense rebounded last season, and 
carried the offense through a 5-1 start. 


After surrendering 112 points in consecu- 
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DJ, Jones, OL 

Ranked as the highest high school prospect in Nebraska's class and the 
top player in the state of Nebraska for 2006, Jones is a monster of a man. 
Standing at 6-6 and 300 pounds, he has a great frame to work with and 
a motor that never stops. He gets up field easily with his blocks and he 
gives great effort on every play. He committed early in the recruiting 
process to the Huskers, locking up the state borders once again in 2006. 


Menelik Holt, WR 

To run the West Coast offense, Nebraska needs taller, more physical 
receivers and that's exactly what Holt is. He is 6-3 and 210 pounds, and 
while he might not be the fastest out there, he does run great routes and 
has soft hands. Both are vital in Bill Callahan's offensive scheme. He played 
for one of the top programs in San Diego, so he's used to winning, which 
is something he hopes to continue in Lincoln. 


Cruz Barrett, OL 

Barrett first impressed coaches at the Tallahassee NIKE Training Camp 
and after that schools like Nebraska jumped in on him. The appeal of 
playing early for one of the top teams in the Big 12 was too much to 
pass up. He turned down offers from Florida and Florida State and 
with his powerful frame could be an immediate impact kid. 


TU 
Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


Keith Williams, OL 

Williams admittedly isn’t a finished 
product by any means, but when 
you're 6-5 and 310 pounds, you have 
a lot to work with. Williams out of 
Florissant (Mo.) McCluer North was 
heavily recruited by many of the top 
programs in the Big 10 and Big 12 
based on potential. If he can get into 
great football shape, get stronger and 
learn more technique, then he might 
be a heck of a steal for the Huskers. He 
has a lot of good things to work with. 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 20 


©£GO7 (TEENS 


The Huskers need to land a high-level quar- 
terback after missing in the 2006 class. 
Nebraska also hopes to land at least four 
high school linebackers because the 
Blackshirts are running low on young talent 
at the position. And with two older corner- 
backs in place, a young corner or two is vital. 


Big 12:3 


Pos. Hr, Wr. Stars HomeTown Scuoot Pos. Hr, Wr. Stars HomeTown Scuoot 


DE 6-5,222 oo00 Denver Jefferson JONES, Du. OL 66,300 @©o@o  Omaha,NE Central 
Rivals.com’s No, 34 weakside defensive end. ... No, 12 recruit in Colorado. .., State bas- Rivals.com’s No. 16 offensive tackle. ... No. 1 recruit in Nebraska. ... Two-time first- 
ketball Player of the Year as a junior. team All-State. 


ALLEN, Steve IB 6-2,230 900 Fresno, CA Fresno CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 44 overall junior college recruit. ... Recorded 81 tackles and two sacks 
as a senior. ... Originally committed to lowa State in 2003. 


MARTIN, Ben DE 6-4,232 oo Lincoln, NE Southwest 
Rivals.com's No. 6 recruit in Nebraska. ... First-team All-State. ... Had 66 tackles as 
a senior. ... Had six sacks as a junior. ... Helped team to undefeated regular season and 
the Class A state title game. 


McNEILL, Mike TE 64,215 ooo Kirkwood, MO Kirkwood 
Rivals.com's No. 38 tight end. ... No. 13 recruit in Missouri. ... Two-time first-team All- 
State in Class 6A. ...Caught 33 passes for 665 yards and four touchdowns as a senior. 


NICKS, Carl OL 6-6,320 gee  Salinas,CA Hartnell UC 
Rivals.com’s No. 35 overall junior college recruit. ... Played for one season at New 
Mexico State after graduating from Salinas (Calif.) North, ... Played defensive tackle for 
NMSU. 


PURIFY, Maurice WR 6-4,210 ooe@o  SanFrancisco City College 
Rivals.com's No. 17 overall junior college prospect. ... Caught 68 passes for 1,318 
yards and 19 touchdowns in 2005 at SFCC. ... As a freshman, had 444 receiving 
yards and 11 touchdowns. 


SMITH, Mike DE 66,255 oooo Las Vegas Palo Verde 


Rivals.com’s No. 25 weakside defensive end. ... No. 5 recruit in Nevada, ... First 


BARETT, Cruz OL 64,314 ooo Daytona Beach, FL Mainland 
Rivals.com’s No. 31 offensive guard. ... No. 68 recruit in Florida. ... Two-year starter. ... 
Also played basketball. 


CULBERT, Major ATH 5-11,187 oo 0 Harbor City, CA Narbonne 
Rivals.com’s No. 39 athlete. ... No. 39 recruit in California. ... Rushed for 1,955 yards 
and 17 touchdowns as a senior. ... Topped 1,000 rushing yards as a junior. 


HAINES, Victory OL 6-7,285 ©oo@ — Ephraim, UT Snow College 
Rivals.com's No, 76 overall junior college recruit. ... Enrolled for the spring semester. ... 
Will be 23 years old at start of season. 


HENRY, Ricky OL 6-329 ooo Omaha, NE Burke 
Rivals.com No. 9 center. ... No. 2 recruit in Nebraska. ... First commitment to the 2006 
Class. ... Two-time first-team All-State. 


HENRY, Will WR 66,195 ooo El Paso, TX Hanks 


Caught 52 passes for 917 yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior. ... One of two of the 
tallest receivers to sign with Nebraska since 1974. ... First-team All-State. 


HOLT, Menelik WR 6-3,210 ooo SL Augustine 


San Diego 
Rivals.com’s No. 44 wide receiver. ... No. 49 recruit in California. ... Led his league with 
790 receiving yards as a senior. ... Caught 62 passes including 13 touchdowns. 


JENSEN, Seth DT 63,275 ooo Fort Morgan, CA Fort Morgan 
Rivals.com’s No. 36 defensive tackle. ... No. 4 recruit in Colorado. ... Had 89 tackles as 
a senior including 4.5 sacks. 


JOHNSON, Brandon §=séTsS—iéG-3, 312 OD Compton, CA Compton CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 84 overall junior college recruit. ... Had 10 sacks and 79 tackles last year. 
... Played for Lamoni (Ill.) Graceland in the NAIA before transferring to Compton CC. 


JONES, Andre DB 6-0,19 eee Fresno,CA Fresno City CC 


Rivals.com's No. 4 overall junior college recruit, ... Had seven interceptions in two 
seasons. ... Returned 15 kickoffs from 392 yards.... Originally signed with Kentucky 
in 2003. ... Played only three games for the Wildcats before injuring his knee. 
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Nebraska signee from Nevada since 1982. ... Had five sacks as a senior. ... Also played 
tight end. ... Second team All-State, 


THENARSE, Ricky ATH 6-0,175 oooo Los Angeles Jordan 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 15 athlete. ... No. 20 recruit in California. ... 
Rushed for 1,344 yards and 10 touchdowns on 112 carries. ... Also caught five touch- 
down passes. ... Had 153 tackles and an interception on defense 


WEST, Anthony ATH 6-0,195 ooo San Diego —- Point Loma 
Rushed for 1,320 yards and 14 touchdowns as a senior. ... Added 341 receiving yards 
and four touchdown catches. 


WILLIAMS, Keith OL 65,310 ooo Florissant, 0 == McCluer 
Rivals.com’s No. 55 offensive tackle. ... No. 15 recruit in Missouri. ... Also played 
defensive tackle. 


WILSON, Kenny RB 6-0,220 oooo  ElDorado,KS Butler Co, CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 7 overall junior college recruit. ... Rushed for 1,189 yards and 
16 touchdowns on 211 carries as a senior. 


YOUNG, Corey DB 6-0,19% ooo Omaha, NE Millard North 


Rivals.com's No. 58 safety. ... No. 4 recruit in Nebraska. ... First-team All-State. 
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No. 


NAME Pos. Hr. Wr. Crass Hometown 


7 JORDAN ADAMS S 6-220 a. 


Santee, CA 


93 JORDAN ALEGRIA PK 6-1 210 Fr North Platte 
65 GREG AUSTIN OL 6-1 290 Sr Cypress, TX 
3 _ HARRISON BECK QB 6-2 215 So Clearwater, FL 
52 BRYAN BENZEL 1S 6-2 255 Fr Alliance 

48 ADAM BLANKENSHIP DE 6-2 245 So Tulsa, OK 


1 _ZACKARY BOWMAN CB 6-2 195 Sr __ Anchorage, AK 
34 STEWART BRADLEY LB 6-4 245 Sr __ Salt Lake City, UT 
40 LANCE BRANDENBURGH LB 6-1 230 Jr __Overland Park 


23 _ CHRIS BROOKS WR 6-2 200 So __St. Louis, MO 
21 __TITUS BROTHERS DB 5-11190 Jr Sam Antonio, TX 
59 BRETT BYFORD OL 6-3 305 Jr __Hartselle, AL 


82__ WES CAMMACK WR 5-11190 _Fr_ DeWitt 
90 ADAM CARRIKER DE 6-6 295 Sr Kennewick, WA 
62 ANDY CHRISTENSEN OL 6-3 300 So Bennington 


29 JORDAN CONGDON PK 5-11 175 So San Diego, CA 
45 NICK COVEY 1B 6-2 235 Fr __ Glendale, AZ 
94 BARRY CRYER DL 6-2 280 Sr Marrero, LA 
54 OLADAGUNDURO DL 6-2 300 Sr _Inglewood, CA 
15 __ BEAU DAVIS QB 6-4 185 So Venice, CA 


38 PHILLIPDILLARD 1B 6-1 250 So Tulsa, OK 


46 _ BEN EISENHART DB 5-11 200 Jr Culbertson 
26 DAN ERICKSON WR/S 6-1 195 Jr Omaha 
47 _ PAUL FARINO FB 6-0 270 Fr __ East Meadow, NY 


28 _ ISAIAH FLUELLEN WR 6-0 185 Sr __Ramstein, Germany 
57 CONAN FREDINBURG OL 6-7 310 fr Sioux Falls, SD 

8 JOE GANZ QB 6-1 200 So Palos Heights, IL 
18 __ TRAVIS GINGERY DB 5-10190 Jr __Lincoln 
39 DAN GLASSMAN TE 6-4 245 Fr Omaha 
34 CODY GLENN TB 6-0 230 So Rusk, TX 
30 _TIERRE GREEN S_ 6-1 200 Jr Omaha 

2 __ CORTNEY GRIXBY CB 5-9 170 Jr Omaha 


75 _ VICTORY HAINES OL 6-7 285 Jr , UT 


7 _ FRANTZ HARDY WR 6-1 180 Jr Miami, FL 

35 _ DAVID HARVEY TE 6-4 245 Fr LaPlata, MD 
11 MATT HERIAN TE 6-5 245 Sr Pierce 

67 JACOB HICKMAN OL 6-4 280 Fr Bakersfield, CA 
86 SEAN HILL TE 6-3 255 Jr Lisle, L 

61 MIKE HUFF OL 6-4 305 So Ralston 


32__ BRANDON JACKSON IB 5-11 200 Jr Hom Lake, MS 


23 _ LEON JACKSON TB 6-1 210 So Pasco, WA 
47 __ ANDY KADAVY LB 6-0 225 Sr Seward 
92 LANE KELLY LS 6-4 270 Sr Omaha 
19 _ TYLER KESTER P 6-1 200 Jr Clearwater 
36 THOMAS LAWSON _IB/FB 6-0 230 So Parker, CO 
35 CHRIS LEFLORE CB 5-10 205 Jr Omaha 


74 NEWTON LINGENFELTER OL 6-5 280 Sr Plainview 
20 MARLON LUCKY 1B 6-0 210 So __North Hollywood, CA 
ERIC LUESHEN PK 6-2 190 dr 


Pierce 


Sacks: 
Tackles for los 


50 _KURT MANN 

55 NATHAN MCBRIDE 
13__ COREY MCKEON 
33 _ GRANT MILLER 

58 _DONTRELL MOORE 
44 _ JAY MOORE 

81 JOSH MUELLER 
84 GRANT MULKEY 
76 __ LYDON MURTHA 
83 TERRENCE NUNN 
33__ MATT O'HANLON 
TJ. OLEARY 
52 MARK O'SHEA 
15 _ STEVE OCTAVIEN 
45 WILL OTTO 

78 BROCK PASTEUR 
54 _ CHRIS PATRICK 
17 __ TODD PETERSON 
85 _ J.B. PHILLIPS 
68 JORDAN PICOU 
72__RODNEY PICOU 


Gain Loss 


STE 


a a a SP 


. Wr. Crass Hometown 


DE 

C 6-4 290 St Grand Island 
LS 6-1 205 Fr Scottsdale, AZ 
LB 6-1 225 Jr Naperville, IL 
FB 6-0 225 Sr Peabody, MA 
LB 6-2 235 Sr: Thibodaux, LA 
DE 6-4 280 S: Bkhom 

TE 6-5 260 Jr Columbus 

WR 5-11.185 Sr Arlington, TX 
OL 6-7 315 So Hutchinson, MN 
WR 6-0 185 So Houston, TX 
DB 5-11 200 So Bellevue 

So 

1B 5-11 225 Sr __ Dallas, TX 

LB 6-0 240 Jr Naples, FL 

FB 5-11 235 Sr _ Fullerton, CA 
OL 6-6 290 J: Orlando, FL 

OL 6-4 290 Jr _ Ithaca, MI 
WR/P 6-4 210 So Grand Island 
TE 6-3 250 Jr Colleyville, TX 
OL 6-2 300 dr Rialto,CA 

OL 6-4 300 Fr Moreno Valley, CA 
DE 6-7 275 So Omaha 

DE 6-2 260 Jr Ponca 

DE 6-1 240 Jr Lincoln 

SS 5-6 185 Sr Lincoln 

DL 6-2 300 Fr Ada, OK 

1B 6-3 230 =Jr_ Lincoln 

IB 5-10 190 So Chicago, IL 
TE 6-2 225 Jr Lincoln 

FB 6-3 240 Jr Bellevue 

S 6-1 210 Sr St. Edward 

TE 6-4 240 So Ekhom 

QL 6-5 335 So Colorado Springs, CO 
WR 6-3 190 Jr San Diego, CA 
DL 6-3 275 So __Lincoln 

DL 6-4 320 So Portland OR 
DE 6-3 235 Jr Wahoo 

WR 6-2 195 So Hutchinson, MN 
QB 6-2 210 Sr Norman, OK 
TE 63 220 So Kingsburg, CA 
P 6-0 195 So Cheyenne, WY 
FB 5-11 235 = Sr_Lincoln 

TE 6-6 265 So San Clemente, CA 
DL 6-3 250 So Antioch, IN 
IB 6-2 225 Jr_Lincoln 

PK 6-1 200 So North Bend 
DB 6-1 200 Jr __ Granada Hills, CA 

6-3 230 So Grand Island 


TD Long Yds/G 
19 5 iy | 


= SE eee 


H arrison Beck missed six practices and had to 
sit out the spring game with a sore shoulder, 
but he'll likely start fall camp battling Joe Ganz 
for the backup quarterback spot. 

“I feel confident he'll make that (practice 
time) up in a heartbeat as we get into training 
camp,” coach Bill Callahan said. “He’s a young 
football player. He’s still a freshman. Some peo- 
ple have a hard time understanding that.” 

In addition to the shoulder problem, Beck 
injured his hamstring in the spring's first major 
scrimmage. Two MRIs performed on Beck's shoul- 
der revealed no tears, and doctors recommended 
rest and rehabilitation. 

“Physically speaking, he did lose some reps,” 
Callahan said. 

“We got a half a spring out of him. He had 
continued to improve. We wanted to see him 
more in pressure situations, and unfortunately, 
it didn’t work out.” 

Beck appeared in two games as a freshman, 
completing one of 10 passes with an intercep- 
tion. His one completion, rescued Nebraska in 
a come-from-behind victory over Kansas State. 

“I'm still confident he'll still come through for 
us,” Callahan said. “There is no doubt in my 
mind.” 

* Senior tight end Matt Herian, on schedule 
to return for the 2006 season, hasn't played 
since midway through the 2004 season after suf- 
fering a broken leg. 

The fracture of both his tibia and fibula was 
so bad that it required two surgeries to repair. 
Herian, who has 53 career receptions for more 
than 1,000 yards, redshirted last season. 

He said his progress in the spring was slowed 
by a hamstring injury, not the leg. 

“Through winter conditioning I was doing fine 
until I tweaked the hamstring,” said Herian, who 
saw some action in the spring game. “Everything 
was looking just as good as it was before. I was 
happy with my progress up until that point.” 

* Dan Titchener emerged as the likely suc- 
cessor to Sam Koch, the punter who was as valu- 
able as any Husker in 2005, averaging a school- 
record 46.5 yards per punt. Titchener, a walk-on 
from Cheyenne, Wyo., has never punted in a col- 
lege game, like the other candidates for the job. 
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COREY McKEON 


-— 


tive losses to Missouri, Oklahoma and 
Kansas, the Blackshirts came back with 
three solid efforts to close out the season. 

Leading the charge will be All-America 
candidate Adam Carriker, an imposing 
combination of size and speed at defensive 
end, 


Octavien made an instant impact in the 


and linebacker Steve Octavien. 


spring of 2005 but saw his season come to 
a quick end when he suffered a broken leg 


in the second quarter of the opening game. 
Octavien will be challenged by Bo 
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Ruud, who started 10 games last season 
before breaking his arm. Another starter on 
the mend, strongside linebacker Stewart 
Bradley, is expected to battle Lance 
Brandenburgh for playing time, while fiery 
Corey McKeon holds down the middle. 

The Huskers have experience at the 
corners in Cortney Grixby, who plays 
much bigger than his 5-9, 170-pound 
stature, and Zackary Bowman. Bowman 
finally lived up to his billing with a late- 
season showing that saw him emerge as 
the team leader with 11 pass breakups. 

The major concern is filling holes in 
the middle. 

The Huskers lost starting tackles 
Le Kevin Smith and Titus Adams, while 
safeties Daniel Bullocks and Blake Tiedtke 
also are gone. In Ola Dagunduro, Barry 
Cryer and Ndamukong Suh, Cosgrove 
appears to have a solid three-man rotation 
at the tackle spots. 

The picture is cloudy at safety, where 
Tierre Green shifts from corner to fill the 
strong-side spot while Andrew Shanle, 
a backup the past three seasons, is the 
leading candidate at free safety. 


Jordan Congdon made 19 of 23 field goal 
attempts in earning Freshman All-America 
honors. He broke the single-season school 
record of 18 field goals set by Kris Brown. 

Cortney Grixby and Terrence Nunn 
give Nebraska a solid punt return game 
— Nebraska finished 17th nationally 
with a 12.9-yard average in 2005. The 
Huskers need to beef up their kick 


“ boot-tough leader of the 


single-season 


_ offense (433). 


against Maine. 
- starting spot at twenkade 


~ Went ~ from: being an 
~ unknown quantity at the 


~ ending three-game winning streak. 


re BES Ti 
“BRIGH TES i 


start of the season to a 


offense by the end. ... Set 
school 
records for passing yards 
(2,653), completions (237) 
and attempts (430) in addi- 
tion to single-game marks 
for passing yards (431), 
completions (36), attempts (55) and total 
Finished with a flourish, 
throwing seven ‘oudhiown passes in season- 


Strong showin in spring 
indicates he’s back from the 
broken leg he suffered in 
the second quarter of the 
season opener. ... Had 
impressive debut, aking 
four tackles, including two 
for loss, in the ce quarter 
. Earned 


linebacker in spring of 


2005, stamping. himself. as pager with impact 


regardless. of position last 


potential, 


Eraetad ct ar Paria 
immediate help, much like 
Zackary Bowman did last 
season, at a position lack- 
ing depth. ... Earned five- 
star rating from Rivals.com 
and ranked as the fourth- 
best junior college prospect 


season. ... As a sophomore 
at Fresno City  (Calif.) 
Community College, finished with 54 tackles, 
two interceptions and 13 pass breakups. Also 
returned 15 kickoffs for 392 yards. F 
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ADAM CARRIKER 


ax! 
Bigger, Faster ... 
Ready to Dominate 

Nebraska linebacker Corey McKeon 
has a warning for opponents who line 
up opposite Husker defensive end 
Adam Carriker this season. 

“The things he did on the field last 
year,” McKeon said, “are nothing 
compared to what he'll do this year.” 

That's saying something, consider- 
ing Carriker played at an All-Big 12 
level last season when he tied for the 
conference lead with 9.5 sacks. Of his 
43 tackles, 17 produced losses total- 


| ing 96 yards. He also registered 
/ ateam-high 19 quarterback hurries. 
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Impressive numbers, but not as eye- 
catching as these two: 295 and 4.68. 

The first is Carriker’s weight. He 
added 15 pounds to his 6-6 frame 
during the offseason. Guys that 
weigh 295 pounds shouldn't be able 
to run 40 yards in 4.68 seconds. But 
that’s what Carriker did during winter 
conditioning. 

“He's about as physically impressive 
an end as I've been around,” defensive 
coordinator Kevin Cosgrove said. “He's 
done a great job working out, getting 
bigger, getting stronger. He's really 
changed his body around in just 
a short period of time.” 

Carriker changed his diet during the 
offseason, forsaking fast food for 
chicken breasts and fruit. That 
allowed him to add mass without sac- 


| rificing speed. 


“The coaches always want you to be 
as big as you can possibly be without 
losing any speed,” Carriker said. “I've 
been able to get faster and put on the 
weight. I just worked my butt off.” 

That's never been an issue with 
Carriker, the team’s Lifter of the 
Year in 2004. What did change last 
season was Carriker remained 
healthy after battling an ankle 
injury in 2003 and 2004. 

His play last season earned him 
the team’s Defensive Player of the 


" Year award and left Carriker flirting 


with the idea of turning profession- 
al. In the end, the Kennewick, 
Wash., native realized that the deci- 
sion to return to Nebraska was really 
no decision at all. 

“I grew up wanting to play football 
here,” Carriker said. “I never really 
wanted to leave early. It entered my 
mind, but it was never really a serious 
thought.” 

Carriker wants to lead Nebraska to a 
Big 12 championship and a BCS game. 
The last time that happened was 1999, 
when Carriker was a quarterback in 
high school. 

“We have the team that can do it,” 
Carriker said. “A lot of teams can say 
that. But you honestly have to have 
the ability and the personnel to do it, 
and we do.” 


returns (78th national ranking), and 
must find a replacement for record-set- 
ting punter Sam Koch. 

Koch, a Ray Guy Award semifinalist, 
averaged a single-season school record 
46.5 yards per punt while dropping 29 of 
71 kicks inside the 20-yard line. 


The fans are excited about a long-await- 
ed meeting with Southern California and a 
visit by defending national champion Texas 
on Oct. 21. But it’s the three other October 
games that ultimately could prove pivotal. 

Each is on the road — Oct. 7 at Iowa 
State, Oct. 14 at Kansas State and Oct. 
28 at Oklahoma State. Nebraska lost in 
its last visits to those venues, and you can 
bet Iowa State and Kansas State will be 
eager to avenge close losses to the 
Huskers in Lincoln last season. 

Other than USC, the non-conference 
schedule is soft with home games against 
Louisiana Tech, Nicholls State and Troy. 
If the Huskers can survive October, they'll 
have a chance to finish strong with home 
games against Missouri and Colorado 
sandwiched around a trip to Texas A&M. 


— Steve Pivovar 


"Sept. 2 LOUISIANA TECH 

~ Sept. 9 NICHOLLS STATE 
Sept. 16 at USC 
Sept. 23 TROY 
Sept. 30 KANSAS 
Oct. 7 at Iowa State 

Oct. 14 at Kansas State 

~ Oct. 21 TEXAS — 
Oct. 28 at Oklahoma State 

“Nov. 4 MISSOURI 

~ Nov. 11 at Texas A&M 
Nov. 24 COLORADO ~ 
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AT A GLANCE 


_ Bob Stoops — At Oklahoma and overall: 
75-16 overall, 7 years 


RETURNING STAATERS 7 
13; 4 offense, 8 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


RB Adrian Peterson, QB Rhett Bomar, — 
LB Rufus Alexander, CB Reggie Smith, 
DE C.J. Ah You, CB D.J. Wolfe, LT Chris 
Messner, WR Malcolm Kelly 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Adrian Peterson is healthier than he has 
ever been at OU, which is scary consider- 

) ing he has already rushed for more than 

| 3,000 yards. QB Rhett Bomar has always 
been tough as nails, and now he's wiser. 
As usual, Sooners are loaded at linebacker. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


If the starters can’t stay healthy, offen- 
sive line depth is a concern. Wide receiver 
position is thin for the first time in sever- 
al seasons. A non-conference game at 
Oregon won't be easy, and the Ducks are 
looking to avenge last season's Holiday 
Bowl loss to the Sooners. 


| LG Kelvin Chaisson, RG Chris Chester, 
IT Davin Joseph, FB J.D, Runnels, 
| WR Travis Wilson 


OVERVIEW 


This year's talent pool is young; OU has 
just eight scholarship seniors, only two 
on offense. No matter. Following a strong 
spring in which that young talent 
received repetitions and no key players 
suffered injuries, Oklahoma should be 
back in the race for the Big 12 and 
national titles. 


SOONERS OKLAHOMA 


Watch Out ‘Horns, Sooners Want Their Title Back 


Considering the obstacles Oklahoma 
faced last year, it’s painfully obvious why 
the Sooners failed to play in the national 
championship game for the first time 
since the 2002 season. 

OU had a Heisman Trophy winner 
and a Heisman runner-up at quarterback 
the entire millennium. 

Last year, in stepped redshirt freshman 
Rhett Bomar, a gutsy kid with a whole lot 
of courage but zero experience. 

In 2004, Sooners running back Adrian 
Peterson became the first freshman to fin- 
ish second in Heisman voting. Last sea- 
son, he battled an Achilles’ problem and 
a high ankle sprain that would have kept 
mere mortals out of the lineup a mini- 
mum of two months. 

Peterson still managed 1,104 yards 
rushing with 14 touchdowns despite 
missing parts or all of four games. 

A total of 41 players combined to miss 
full games because of injuries, and seven oth- 
ers partially missed games (at least one half). 

Adding to the degree of difficulty, the 
Sooners had the nation’s toughest sched- 
ule and faced seven bowl teams who went 
6-1 in the postseason — this after losing 
10 players to the NFL Draft, including 
six in the first three rounds. 

All this negativity led to some negative 
results. 

But life is pretty good when a second- 
place tie in the Big 12 South, a No. 22 
final ranking and a 17-14 victory over 
No. 6 Oregon in the Holiday Bowl are 
categorized as a rebuilding year. 

All those hard knocks figure to have 
the Sooners brushing themselves off and 


returning to the national prominence 
they enjoyed in their seven previous 
seasons under coach Bob Stoops (75-16). 

With Texas quarterback Vince Young 
kind enough to leave Austin a year early, 
OU is primed to reclaim the top spot in the 
mighty Big 12 South once again, a position 
it occupied four of the previous five seasons. 

In addition to new faces on the field, there 
are some new faces on the coaching staff. 

Offensive coordinator and quarter- 
backs coach Chuck Long left before last 
years Holiday Bowl to become head 
coach at San Diego State. 

Receivers coach and passing game 
coordinator Darrell Wyatt left to become 
an assistant with the Minnesota Vikings. 

Former co-offensive coordinator and 
offensive line coach Kevin Wilson replaces 
Long as offensive coordinator and also 
will coach tight ends and fullbacks. 

Former Northwestern offensive line 
coach James Patton is now OU’s offensive 
line coach, replacing Wilson. Wilson and 
Patton enjoyed tremendous success togeth- 
er at Northwestern in 2001 when they led 
the Big Ten Conference in total offense. 

Former OU quarterback Josh Heupel, 
runner-up for the 2000 Heisman, returns 


to coach the quarterbacks. 


OFFENSE 


While the offense was balanced last 
year (2,131 passing yards, 2,130 rush- 
ing), it certainly wasn’t potent. 

The Sooners’ 4,261 total yards were by 
far the fewest since coach Bob Stoops 
arrived in 1999, and they ranked just 71st 


nationally. Passing ranked 94th and rush- 
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ing ranked 33rd. Scoring also was the 
lowest in the Stoops era, ranking 56th at 
26.9 points per game. 

There are two reasonable explanations: 
1) Peterson, who finished second in the 
Heisman Trophy balloting in 2004, was 
hurt. 2) Bomar was raw. 

Now Peterson is healthier than he has 
ever been since enrolling in college. 
Bomar is a year wiser and figures to be 
less inclined to plow over oncoming line- 
backers and strong safeties. He had 10 
touchdown passes and 10 interceptions 
last season. 

When Peterson needs a breather, jun- 
ior Allen Patrick is a capable backup. 

Critics are concerned with OU’s offen- 
sive line, which lost four starters. Those 
within the program, however, are not in 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 177.5 ypg rushing (4th in Big 12/33rd NCAA), 177.6 ypg passing (11th/94th), 355.1 ypg total offense (5th/7 1st), 26.9 ppg (6th/S6th) 


NIT 


TER Y 
QB Rhett Bomar” So. 
RB Adrian Peterson” Jr 


Always confident; now, is experienced and smarter. 


Joey Halzle, So. 
Allen Patrick, Jr. 


. Healthy again, so here comes a run for the Heisman. 


RB Dane Zaslaw Je. 
WR Paul Thompson Sr. 
WR Malcolm Kelly” So. 
TE Joe Jon Finley Jr. 


He'll have a tough chore replacing J.D. Runnels. 
Former quarterback should be solid receiver. 
Big target makes it look easy (33 catches in '05). 


Matt Clapp, So. 
Fred Strong, So. 
Quentin Chaney, So. 


. _ Athletic; must have a presence on the field. 


LT Chris Messner* Sr. 
LG George Robinson —_ So. 
C Jon Cooper So. 
RG Brian Simmons Fr. 


Returning starter and line leader. 
Shed 50 pounds and still a mountain. 
Recovering from a broken ankle. 


Brody Eldridge, Fr. 
George Robinson, So. 
Ben Barresi, Fr. 

J.D. Quinn, So. 


Makes the move over from defensive tackle. 
Big potential after playing in every game last year. 


RT Brandon Braxton So. 


Sherrone Moore, Jr. 
Brandon Walker, Jr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 90.8 ypg rushing (2nd Big 12/4th NCAA), 216.1 ypg passing (Sth/S6th), 306.7 total defense (Srd/13th), 23.1 ppg (Bth/37th) 


DE Larry Birdine Sr. _ Big-time player coming off biceps injury. 
Two-year starter sat out spring ball. 


DT Carl Pendleton* Jr 
DT Cory Bennett So 


John Williams, Jr. 


Steven Coleman, Jr. 
DeMarcus Granger, Fr. 


. _ Coaches love his potential and his quickness. 


DE Calvin Thibodeaux" Sr. 
LB Demarrio Pleasant —_ Jr. 
LB Zach Latimer" Sr. 
LB Rufus Alexander Sr. 
CB Reggie Smith* So. 


10 sacks last season; 17 tackles for loss. 

Had terrific spring practice; ready to break out? 
Coming back from shoulder surgery. 

Playmaker deluxe ... another OU Butkus winner? 
Emerging star at new, more comfortable, position. 


C.J. Ah You, Sr.* 
Ryan Reynolds, So. 
Curtis Lofton, So. 
Lewis Baker, So.” 
Marcus Walker, Jr. 


CB D.J. Wolfe* Jr. 


Former RB becoming solid CB. 
Ready to step to the forefront. 
Earns his way into the lineup full time. 


SS Jason Carter Sr. 
FS Darien Williams Jr. 


“Returning starter 


a state of panic. 

“We don't lack talent on the offensive 
line. We lack experience,” said coordinator 
Kevin Wilson. “And I'd rather have it that 
way rather than the other way around.” 

Gone up front are starting linemen 
Davin Joseph, Chris Chester and Kelvin 
Chaisson, plus tight end James “Bubba” 
Moses and fullback J.D. Runnels. 

Returning are tackle Chris Messner 
(10 starts), tackle Branndon Braxton 
(four), center Jon Cooper (two) and tight 
end Joe Jon Finley (two). 

Three freshmen standouts return at 
receiver in Malcolm Kelly, Juaquin 
Iglesias and Manuel Johnson. Former 
backup quarterback Paul Thompson is 
now a full-time receiver. 

They will be under the tutelage of for- 


Brian Jackson, Fr. 
Keenan Clayton, Fr. 
Nic Harris, So. 


mer tight ends coach Kevin Sumlin, who 
was promoted to co-offensive coordinator 
and passing coordinator and will now be 
in charge of receivers. He served as offen- 
sive coordinator/receivers coach in 2001- 
2002 at Texas A&M. 


DEFENSE 

As Oklahoma made its 39th bowl 
appearance last year, a defense that 
ranked fourth nationally against the run 
and 13th in total yardage led the way. 

Good numbers for a unit in which 
several key players suffered injuries and 
others played out of position. 

Not this year. Players will be primed for 
success by being in more natural positions. 

Athletic sophomore Reggie Smith leads 


a solid secondary after switching from 
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Gerald McCoy, DT 

McCoy was one of the nation’s top five players and the top overall 
defensive tackle in the nation. At 6-4 and 305 pounds, he’s bigger and 
stronger than Tommie Harris when he starred for the Sooners. 
But McCoy does have quickness that should remind people of Harris. 
He could come in and see action right away for OU. 


Curtis Bailey, OL 

With the Sooners needing help along the offensive line, landing 
a massive body (6-7, 340) like Bailey was a welcome addition. 
If Bailey is in shape and prepared for college ball, he could see some 
action quickly at a number of spots on the offensive line. 


Chris Brown, RB 

There is no question that Adrian Peterson is the man at Oklahoma, but 
behind him the depth is razor thin, and that’s where a guy like Brown 
comes in. Brown is expected to compete with several other freshmen 
running backs for early playing time and with his college-ready body, 
he might win that role. 


TF SIEMCOMERSS OF MIPFILT 


Pos. Hr.,Wr. Stars HomeTown Scxoot 


BAILEY, Curtis OL 6-7,340 oooo Dallas Carter 


Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 14 offensive tackle. ... No. 30 recruit in Texas. 
... First-team All-State. 


BEAL, Jeremy DE 6-2,243 ocoo Carrollton, TX Creekview 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com's No. 19 strongside defensive end. ... No, 26 recruit 
in Texas. ... Had 127 tackles, 19 for a loss as a senior. 


BEELER, Chase OL 6-4,275 ooo Jenks, OK Jenks 
Rivals.com’s No. 22 offensive guard. ... No. 7 recruit in Oklahoma. ... National Merit 
Scholar semifinalist. 


BRADFORD, Sam QB 6-4,200 ooo Oklahoma City PC North 
Rivals.com’s No. 12 pro-style quarterback. ... No. 6 recruit in Oklahoma. ... Passed for 
2,422 yards and 19 touchdowns as a senior. 


BRANDON, Cory OL 6-6,265 ooo Corsicana, TX  Corsincan 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 10 offensive tackle. ... No. 17 recruit in Texas. 
... First-team All-State. 


BROWN, Chris RB 5-10,192 o@o0_ Alexandria, LA Alexandria 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 17 running back. ... No. 8 recruit in Louisiana. 
... Rushed for 1,685 yards and 22 touchdowns as a senior. 


CALEB, Brandon WR 61,1% ooo Fork Union, LA Ft. Union Military 
Rivals.com’s No. 35 wide receiver. ... No. 12 recruit in Virginia. ... All-State wide receiv- 
er and linebacker. 


CARTER, Quinton ATH 60,185 ooo North Las Vegas, NV Cheyenne 


Rivals.com’s No. 48 athlete. ... No. 3 recruit in Nevada. 


CROW, Brandon IB 6-2,215 ooo Comanche, 0K Comanche 
Rivals.com’s No. 17 recruit in Oklahoma. ... Led state with 244 tackles as a senior. ... 
Had four sacks and an interception in 2005. 


FRANKS, Dominique OB 6-0,173 ooee Tulsa, 0K Union 
Rivals.com’s No. 24 cornerback. ... No. 4 recruit in Oklahoma. ... Intercepted seven passes as 
a senior and returned three for touchdowns. ... Returned three kickoffs for touchdowns. 


GRESHAM, Jermaine TE 6-7, ececo Arimore,0K = Ardmore 
Rivals.com’s No. 34 overall recruit. ... No. 1 tight end. ... No. 2 recruit in Oklahoma. ... 
Caught 70 passes for 1,205 yards and 24 touchdowns as a senior. 


HALZLE, Joey QB 64,215 ooo Huntington Beach, CA Golden West 
Rivals.com’s No. 91 overall junior college recruit. ... Threw for 2,077 yards and 13 
touchdowns in 10 games last season. 


JOHNSON, Tim DE 65,26 ooo  Miami,OK NE Okla. A&M 


Rivals.com’s No. 72 overall junior college recruit. ... Did not play organized football until 
his junior year of high school. 
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Joey Halzle, QB 


Oklahoma suddenly needed a backup J] Total Stars 
quarterback when Paul Thompson's z r 
move to receiver became permanent,  fibecuuuiGaeiculthy Big 12:2 
so the Sooners targeted Halzle, a jun- 
ior college quarterback that could £007 (IEEDS 
come in and participate in spring Offensive line is always a need for the 
drills. His solid spring pushed quarter- Sooners, and it will continue to be a big one 
back Rhett Bomar some, and with OU in 2007. More depth at linebacker is needed, 
still banged up on the offensive line and help at the safety and cornerback spots 
a solid backup to Bomar is needed. are welcome. The Sooners are also hoping 
to hit a home run with a blue-chip quarter- 
back, too. 


HomeTown Scuoot 


MACON, Pryce DE 6-1,258 ooo Corpus Christi, TX Carroll 
Rivals.com's No. 33 strongside defensive end. ... No. 54 recruit in Texas. ... Four-year 
starter ... Had 5.5 sacks as a senior. 


MADU, Mossis ATH 61,199 ooo Norman, 0K Norman 
Rivals.com’s No. 45 athlete. ... No. 10 recruit in Oklahoma. ... Rushed for 1,513 yards 
and 25 touchdowns as a senior. .. Also had 242 receiving yards. 


McCOY, Gerald DT 6-4,305 oeoce OklahomaCity Southeast 

Rivals.com's No. 4 overall recruit. ... No. 1 defensive tackle. ... Top recruit in Oklahoma. 
... Parade All-American. ... USA Today National Defensive Player of the Year. ... Had 40 
sacks as a junior and senior. 


MENSIK, Eric TE 65,231 ooo Rosenburg, TX Teny 
Rivals.com’s No. 36 tight end. ... Caught 17 passes for 359 yards and four touchdowns 
as a senior. 


MOORE, Sherrone OL 65,300 oooo ElDorado,KS Butler CC 


Rivals.com's No. 33 overall junior college recruit. ... Enrolled for the spring semester. 


MURRAY, Demarco RB 6-0,183 oo@eoc Las Vegas Bishop Gorman 
Rivals.com's No. 35 overall recruit. ... No. 2 all-purpose back. ... No. 1 recruit in 
Nevada. ... Rushed for 1,947 yards and 27 touchdowns in 2005. 


NELSON, Jonathan DB 6-1,180 @o@o@o Mansfield,TX Summit 


Rivals.com's No. 19 cornerback. ... No. 23 recruit in Texas. ... Three-year starter. 


PATTERSON, Chris IB 6-3,220 ococo Miami,0K NE OKA. A&M 
Rivals.com’s No. 22 overall junior college recruit. ... First-team junior college 
All-American. ... Blocked three punts last season. 


ROARK, Chad OL 6-2,290 ooo Ada, OK Ada 


Rivals.com’s No. 8 center. ... No. 9 recruit in Oklahoma. ... Enrolled for the spring semester. 


TABON, Daniel AIH 6-3,215 ooo Altus, 0K Altus 


Rivals.com’s No. 44 athlete. ... No. 5 recruit in Oklahoma. 
TAYLOR, Adrian DT 65,280 ooo Manfield, TX Manfield 


Rivals.com's No. 52 defensive tackle. ... No. 87 recruit in Texas. ... Three-year starter. 


TENNELL, Adron WR 65,200 oooo _ Ining, TX Irving 
Rivals.com’s No. 42 overall recruit. ... No. 3 wide receiver. ... No. 5 recruit in Texas. ... 
Had 1,000 yards receiving and 1,000 yards rushing as a senior. 


WALKER, Brandon OL 63,315 cooe Coffeyville, KS Coffeyville CC 


Rivals.com's No. 12 overall junior college recruit. ... Junior college All-American. 


WILLIAMS, Malcolm DB 5-10,172 ee@e@o Grand Prairie, TX S. Grand Prairie 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com No. 9 safety. ... No. 25 recruit in Texas. ... Had 10 
interceptions in 2005. 


WILLIAMS, Trent OL 65,29 coo Longview, TX Longview 


Rivals.com's No. 28 offensive guard. ... No. 63 recruit in Texas. 
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SOONERS SPR 


. Hr. Wr. Crass Hometown 


99 CJ. AH YOU 


DE 6-4 272 Sr Highland, UT 


42 RUFUS ALEXANDER LB 6-1 231 Sr 


Baton Rouge, LA 6 Gilmer, TX 


16 LEWIS BAKER LB 6-2 210 Jr Carrollton, TX 47 Oklahoma City 


Longview, TX 
Scottsdale, AZ 


65 BEN BARRESI 


OL 6-5 312 


Fr Edmond 4 


97 CORY BENNETT DT 6-2 275 So San Antonio, TX 39 


92 LARRY BIRDINE DE 6-3 258 Sr Lawton 46 
Claremore 40 


So Grand Praitie, KX ag 


Denver, CO 


78 BILLY BLACKARD DT 6-3 281 Fr Kingfisher 


7 RHETT BOMAR QB 6-2 215 


Austin, TX 


27 ~=GARRETTBOTHUN WR 5-9 173 Jr Rowlett, TX 19 


So Jacksonville, FL 


Frederick 


26 BRETT BOWERS DB 5-11 194 


89 CORDERO MOORE © DT 6-3 297 So Mesquite, TX 
76 _BRANNDON BRAXTON OL. 646 318 So Youngstown, OH 77, guERRONE MOORE OL G4 300k _Desby, XS 
6 SARON CARTER, __ (DB. i 299 Ste Mea 82 LAENARNIMON DE 6-3 216 St Miami, FL 
20 STORENG: —_ TP BO Wh ge igus BY 23 ALLEN PATRICK ©—-RB 6-0 195 Jr Conway, SC 
ee ee es ee 68 CARLPENDLETON DT 6-5 285 Jr Sapulpa 
sin: Lf A A A IE 53 KYLEPETERSEN LB 62 210 So Plano, TK 
22 KERNAN CLAYTON Sulpl Spi 
mE Spr 2 ADRIAN PETERSON RB 6-2 215 Or Palestine, TK 
90 STEVEN COLEMAN DT 6-4 310 Jr Dallas, TX 
= 51 DEMARRIO PLEASANT LB 6-2 225 Jr Lewisville, TX 
50 JON COOPER OL 62 278 So fort Collins, CO 
49 IANPLEASANT LB 5-11 216 Jr Alexandria, VA 
87 AARON CUMMINGS TE 6-4 240 Fr Marlow 
63 J.D. QUINN OL 63 296 Gatland, TX 
95 ALAN DAViS DE 62 250 So Colleyville, TX 
8 RYANREYNOLDS 1B 6-2 230 So _Las Vegas, NV 
30 DAN DIXON DB 511200 Sr Tulsa 
72 GEORGE ROBINSON OL 65 332 So Atlanta, GA 
91 ALONZO DOTSON DE - 6-4 252 Or Alief, TX 
30 LAMONT ROBINSON LB 6-1 225 Fr Salem, NJ 
83 BRODY ELDRIGGE TE 6-5 248 Fr LaCygne, KS 
71 CAMERON SCHACHT OL 6-4 255 Coppell, TR 
33 AUSTON ENGLISH DE 6-3 250 So Canadian, TX 
74 BRIANSIMMONS © OL 6-4 285 Raleigh, NC 
80 RUSSELLENGLISH WR 5-8 170 So Dallas, TX 
Edmond 
19 JOEJONFINLEY TE 6-6 244 Jr Arlington, TX 


96 DEMARCUS GRANGER DT 6-3 294 fr Dallas, TX 


So Corpus Christi, TX 


54 CLINT GRESHAM DS 6-3 215 


So 
fr 
3 REGGIE SMITH DB 6-1 199 So 
So 
Sr 
St 


21 JACOB GUTIERREZ RB 5-6 186 Jr San Antonio, TX ee eres 
ny Eno te 2 Wee oe MARCUS WALKER DB 5-10 197 Jr Waco, TX 
= i 65aN: de Wheetly BEN WEYAND DE 6-3 235 fr Frisco, TX 
5 NIC HARRIS DB 6-3 218 So Alexandria, LA ——— ma == 


Soa sy aero 41 DARIEN WILLIAMS DB 510197 dr Mesquite, TX 
a UeARTAR ee EP a 98 JOHNWILUIAMS © DE 65 260 3: Houston, TX 
17 ERICHUGGINS WR 63 200 Fr Conway, SC 25 _ DJ. WOLEE DRE a Tent 
9 JUAQUIN IGLESIAS WR 6-0 198 So Killeen, TK AA° DANE ZOLA, 8 SFR, 6-0 28 cia 


Name Effic Att Cmp Int Pct 
Bomar 12 113.48 308 167 10 542 
Thompson 69.83 26 11 1 423 


Yds TD Long Yds/6 
2018 10 55 168.2 
109 O 22 109 


Yds/G 
100.4 
25.5 
23.1 


Att Gain 
221 1207 
86 313 
48 262 


Loss Net TD Long 
103 1104 14 84 
33 280 4 17 
B 254 2 28 


1 


Avg 1D 
33 471 14.3 


Yds/G 
42.8 
34.4 
17.1 


25 310 
20 205 


12.4 
10.2 


[Individual Stats} 


, Latimer 84, Wolfe 65 

Ingram 5, R. Smith 2, Wo 

Sacks: Thibodeaux 10, Ah You 7 | 
Tackles for loss: Alexander 17 


5, Ingram 5 
17, Ah You 12, Ingram 12 
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ie season, three of OU’s top seven receivers 
were true freshmen, including Malcolm Kelly, 
who led the team in receptions (33), yards (471) 
and touchdowns (two). 

True freshman Manuel Johnson had the 
longest reception of the year (55 yards for 
a touchdown against rival Oklahoma State), and 
true freshman Juaquin Iglesias caught the game- 
winning touchdown in a double-overtime victory 
against Baylor. 

¢ In 91 games under coach Bob Stoops, the 
Sooners have scored at least one touchdown in 
every game, held double-digit leads in 75 games 
and forced at least one turnover in 81 games. They 
also have at least one interception in 60 of their 
past 78 games. 

* Though the Sooners lost several prominent 
full-time starters, they do return 26 players who 
started at least one game last season. They had 
just 17 such players in 2005. 

¢ Rhett Bomar’s 10 starts last year were the 
second most by a freshman Sooners quarterback 
(Eric Moore started 11 in 1995). 

Bomar also had school freshman bests for com- 
pletions (167), passing attempts (308), comple- 
tion percentage (52.4) and touchdown passes 
(10). 

In the last five games, Bomar threw for 1,008 
yards with six touchdowns and three interceptions 
while completing 57 percent of his passes. In the 
prior seven games, he threw four touchdown pass- 
es and seven interceptions and completed 52 per- 
cent of his passes. 

© For the second consecutive season, OU led 
the Big 12 Conference in attendance. The Sooners 
averaged 84,331 fans, good for ninth nationally. 
QU has sold out all 42 home games in the Bob 
Stoops era. 

¢ In seven seasons under Stoops, the school 
has produced the top two career passing yardage 
leaders (Jason White and Josh Heupel), the top 
five career reception leaders (Mark Clayton, 
Quentin Griffin, Trent Smith, Antwone Savage 
and Curtis Fagan) and the fourth-ranked career 
rushing yardage leader (Griffin). 

® The annual Red-White spring game drew 
30,000 fans and was televised live on ESPN, draw- 
ing the highest rating of the 11 spring games tel- 
evised in recent years. All other spring games were 
televised on ESPNU and many were tape-delayed. 
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strong safety to cornerback. Junior D.J. 
Wolfe, who initially arrived as a running 
back, will man the other cornerback spot. 
As usual, the Sooners are loaded at 
linebacker, and are led by senior Rufus 
Alexander, who led the team with 102 
tackles, including 17 for loss, and nine 
quarterback hurries last season. 
Defensive tackle looks solid with Carl 
Pendleton and Cory Bennett. Backups 
Steve Coleman and DeMarcus Granger 


offer strong relief. 
g 


But defensive end is where OU is over- 
flowing in talent. 

The Sooners have Big 12 Defensive 
Newcomer of the Year C.J. Ah You (seven 
sacks; three forces fumbles) and Calvin 
Thibodeaux (a team-high 10 sacks). 
Then there are Larry Birdine and John 
Williams, both returning from injuries. 

Birdine likely would be in the NFL 
right now if he hadn't missed the entire 
regular season. He had seven sacks as 
a backup in 2004. 

“T think we've got a chance to be real- 
ly special up front,” Stoops said, never 
one prone to hyperbole. “Not only up 
there, but across the board defensively.” 

OU coaches left spring practice wear- 
ing smiles for several reasons. No one was 
injured. Injured players from last season 
got a chance to heal. Inexperienced play- 
ers got a chance to show what they can 
do, both offensively and defensively. 


And quite frankly, players looked better. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Sooners must improve on some 
anemic special teams numbers. They 
ranked 105th nationally last season in 
kickoff returns (18.2 yards) and 80th in 
punt returns (7.4). 

They're also looking for a punter. 
Returning starter Cody Freeby was 
kicked off the team in the spring for 
undisclosed reasons. There essentially 
could be an open tryout at punter with 
junior Mike Knall the leading candidate. 

Gone is the player who gained acclaim 


by going unnoticed — the deep snapper. 


Oklahoma 5 Winning Trend 1996 -2005 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


EMERGING STAR 


mBEST 
| ™BAIGHTEST 


RB Adrian Peterson 
The nation’s best running 
back is healthy and ready 4 
to return to national promi- 
nence after a frustrating | 
sophomore season in which 7} 
)) he battled injuries and wore | 
| a bulls-eye because of | 
| a freshman at quarterback. | 
... Peterson also plans to 
add to his repertoire by ? 
becoming more of a receiv- 
er out of the backfield. ... Has rushed for 3,033 
yards in two seasons, averaging 5.4 per carry. ... 
Has rushed for 29 touchdowns. 


|| CB Reggie Smith F 
This standout athlete | 
from Edmond (Okla.) Santa » 
Fe High School came inf 
with incredibly high expec- | 
tations, which often tend i 
to become unrealistic for | 
local recruits in a football- | 
crazed state. Still, Smith 
earned national —All- | 
Freshman honors last sea- / 
son, starting the final 10 
games at strong safety. ... His overall talents will 
now be used at cornerback. ... Made 47 tackles 
last season, and intercepted two passes. ... 
Smith also could cause some damage as a kickoff 
and punt returner. 


—— 


TOP NELUCOMER 


0G Brian Simmons 
This 6-4, 285-pound | 
redshirt freshman arrived | 
as a defensive tackle, but | 
was switched to right guard 

| during spring practice to | 
help a depleted corps on 
that side of the ball. ... | 
Simmons was not spectacu- > 
lar last spring, but his § 
steady strides impressed ? 
| some high-demand coaches. 

. The Sooners could have more noticeable, 
high-profile newcomers, but none figure to carry 
the importance of the intelligent and savvy 
Simmons, who nuns a 4.9-second 40-yard dash, 
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Always Get a Good 
Answer From ’Bird’ 


After a practice or game, the eyes 
and ears of Oklahoma football coach 
Bob Stoops occasionally will wander 
to where defensive end Larry Birdine 
is surrounded by media. 

“How you doing over there?” 
Stoops will yell. “Do I need to come 
over?” 

Birdine will smile and say, “Naw, 
I'm good. I'm being cool.” 

Teammates refer to Birdine as 
“Bird.” And, man, can this senior 
chirp. 

Before leaving for the national 
championship game two years ago 


ae OO 


against Southern California at the 
Orange Bowl, Birdine said the Trojans 
would be an average team if they 
didn’t have Reggie Bush and referred 


to 2004 Heisman winner Matt Leinart | 


as a “system quarterback.” 
Yes, USC players heard Birdine’s 
remarks. Yes, they used them as moti- 


vation in a 55-19 demolition of the | 


Sooners. 


Despite the embarrassing loss, | 


Birdine stood firm. 

“IT still don’t regret what I said,” 
Birdine said. “Deep down inside I still 
feel like we're the better team. I feel 


like I said what a lot of people felt. | 


You've got to stand by your words.” 


Birdine feels it would be refreshing | 


if there were more Larry Birdines. 

“It would be good if a lot of people 
spoke their minds,” Birdine said. 

“A lot of people try to be too profes- 


sional about things — the classy way J 


to do things. But I feel like, hey, if 
you're just speaking the truth or 


speaking how you feel, it’s a free coun- | 


try and you do what you want to do.” 
Nary a day passes when media types 
aren't tempted to bait Birdine with 
innocuous questions that often bring 
superlative responses. 
It's what they've come to expect 
from the 6-4, 258-pound man who 


reads romance novels, enjoys watching | 


figure skating and shaves his body. 
One Birdine ritual is to watch cartoons 
for several hours the night before 
games. 

As a junior last season, Birdine tore 


the biceps muscle in his left arm dur- J 


ing preseason practices and missed the 
entire regular season. 

Though he would have been granted 
a medical redshirt and retained two 
years of eligibility, Birdine forfeited an 


entire year just to play in a 17-14 vic- | 


tory over Oregon in the Holiday Bowl. 
Had Birdine been healthy all of last 
year, 
entered the NFL draft. 
Instead, Stoops now has just one 
more season of keeping his eyes and 
ears open before Bird flies away. 


presumably he would have § 


Former walk-on Jacob Rice has departed, 
and redshirt freshman Clint Gresham is the 
leading candidate to be his replacement. 

Return specialists Patrick and Reggie 
Smith could supply some fireworks if 
there's blocking up front. Junior kicker 
Garrett Hartley returns, but is just 15 of 
23 on field-goal attempts in his career. 

The Sooners’ 2005 schedule easily 
ranked as the nation’s most difficult. 

In fact, there’s a good chance that might 
have been the toughest overall schedule in 
history based on cumulative opposition. 
OU opponents last year were a combined 
84-38 (68.9) against Division I-A teams. 

Coach Bob Stoops has long favored 
playing at least one prominent non-con- 
ference opponent, and he has no inten- 
tion of changing. 

This year, OU plays host to Washington 
on Sept. 9 and travels to Oregon on Sept. 
16. Future schedules include home-and- 
home series against Miami, Florida State, 
Tennessee and LSU. 

— John Rohde 


‘Sept. 2 is 

Sept. 9 _ WASHINGTON — 
“Sept.16 at Oregon 
“Sept. 23 MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


Nov. 18 — at Baylor 


Nov.25 —_at Oklahoma State 
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OKLAHOMA 


UNIVERSITY 


AT A GLANCE 


4-7 overall, 1-7 Big 12 (6th, South) 


Mike Gundy — At OSU and overall: 
4-7, 1 year 


RETURNING STARTERS 
15; 8 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 
QB Bobby Reid, TB Mike Hamilton, 

) OT Corey Hilliard, WR D'Juan Woods, 
DE Victor DeGrate, LB Rod Johnson, 
SS Jamie Thompson ; 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Mike Hamilton is an all-purpose threat, 
rushing for 961 yards and having 879 
yards in receptions. Bobby Reid should be 
much improved, and the offense could be 
ready to take off. LB Rod Johnson helps 
solidify the defense. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


OSU ranked 114th in turnover margin in 
‘05 (minus-15), and most of the culprits — 
are back. In their first year under coordi- 
nator Vance Bedford, the defense ranked” 
95th or worse in scoring, rushing and 
total defense. Depth at linebacker is 

a concern. | 


LB Jamar Ransom, LB Pagitte McGee, 
LB Paul Duren, LB Lawrence Pinson, 
CB Daniel McLemore, FB Shawn Willis’ 


The biggest key to the Cowboys returning 
to a bowl is quarterback Bobby Reid. He 
needs to stay consistent, not turn the ball 
over and occasionally pop big plays. With 
the coaching transition behind them — ~ 
and a soft non-conference schedule — 
the Cowboys can aim at getting to a bowl. 


nF 
2 io 


«é F —_—~ 


For more coverage of the Cowboys, visit www. oklahomastate.rivals.com 


IKLAHGMA STATE COWBOYS OKLAHOMA STATE COWBOYS OKLAHOMA STAT 


Transition Year Over, Gundy Eager to See Progress 


Oklahoma State will be better in 2006. 
In many ways, the Cowboys can’t possibly 
be worse. 

Their run of three consecutive bowl 
appearances ended with a thud last sea- 
son. A coaching change, a philosophy 
change, a discipline change, a quarter- 
back change — everything was different 
in 2005, in particular the bottom line. 

The Cowboys started 3-0 but finished 
just 4-7, ranking near the bottom in six 
of Division I-A’s eight major statistical 
categories, including scoring, scoring 
defense, total offense and total defense. 

O-State’s 


Conference play was the league’s worst. 


1-7 record in Big 12 


“We're a better football team than we 
were at the end of the year,” second-year 
coach Mike Gundy said at the conclusion 
of spring drills. 

“T dont know if we're considerably better 
because it depends on how guys react when 
we get out there for real. But I can tell 
standing out there watching, we're a better 
team. It should show up next season.” 

Talent is more evident. Depth is 
improved. Experience has been gained. 

But the Cowboys’ nemesis in 2005 — 
turnovers — continues to be the primary 
focus. 

Quarterback Bobby Reid had 108 pass 
attempts last season and threw four inter- 
ceptions. After he was injured, Al Pena 
was picked off 13 times in 179 attempts. 
The Cowboys lost 18 of their 31 fumbles. 

OSU ranked 114th out of 117 teams with 
a turnover ratio of minus-1.36 per game. 

There was marked improvement during 


spring practice, but there were still too 
many turnovers. Reid threw two ill-advised 
picks in the Orange and White game. 
“We showed signs of doing good, but 
Reid said, 


“We've got to stop turning over the ball.” 


the turnovers killed us,” 


The defense didn’t exactly hold up its 
end last season, ranking 107th nationally 
in rushing defense and 95th in total 
defense and scoring defense. 

“Defensively, we gave up too many big 
plays,” Gundy said. “We missed too 
many tackles. We can't do that. Our 
defense has to tackle better in space.” 

The defensive line returns intact, but 
there are questions in the secondary and 
especially at linebacker, where three four- 
year starters have departed. 

The transition year behind them, the 
Cowboys are expecting to return to 
a winning season and a bowl. 


OFFENSE 


Reid is not the same quarterback. 
Things have slowed considerably for the 
6-4, 230-pound sophomore. 

After graduating high school early and 
enrolling at OSU in January 2004, Reid 
injured a shoulder that spring and red- 
shirted. He beat out incumbent starter 
Donovan Woods in spring 2005. But the 
offense stagnated and Woods was sent to 
defense in favor of the dynamic Reid. 

Reid never got on track, however, and 
an ankle injury limited him to just seven 
starts. 

His improvement in the spring was 
evident. Reid completed 56 of 82 passes 
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(68 percent) for 868 yards in five full- 
speed scrimmages. Last season, he com- 
pleted just 48 percent. 

“Last year, when I walked off the field, 
there were a lot of doubts in my head,” 
Reid said. 

“He's beginning to understand the con- 
cepts now,” said wideout D’Juan Woods. 

Reid will continue to be challenged in 
the fall, with redshirt freshman Zac 
Robinson running second, followed by 
2005 injury replacement, Al Pena. 

D’Juan Woods will be the quarter- 
backs’ security blanket this season. The 
senior ranks third in OSU history in 
catches and receiving yards, and, along 
tailback Mike 


Hamilton, stood out last season. 


with sophomore 


Hamilton led the Big 12 in rushing 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 153.9 ypg rushing (Sth Big 12/48th NCAA), 170.9 ypg passing (12th/S8th), $24.8 ypg total offense (10th/92nd), 20.2 ppg (12th 96th) 


STARTER 
QB Bobby Reid* So. 
RB Mike Hamilton* So. 
FB Julius Crosslin* dr. 
D'Juan Woods* Sr. 
Adarius Bowman Jr. 
TE Brandon Pettigrew* So. 
LT Corey Hilliard* Sr. 
LG Stephen Denning —_ So. 
€ David Washington* So. 
RG AndrewLawrence — Fr. 
RT David Koenig* Jr. 


COMMENT 


*Returning starter 


COMMENT 


DE Victor DeGrate* Sr. 
DT Ryan McBean” Sr. 
DT Xavier Lawson-Kennedy* Sr. 


DE Darnell Smith Sr. 
LB Rod Johnson Jr. 
LB Jeremy Nethon Jr. 
LB Chris Collins Fr, 


CB Martel Van Zant Jr. 
CB Calvin Mickens* So. 
SS Andre Sexton Fr, 
FS  DonovanWoods* Jr. 


“Returning starter 


going into the season finale before run- 
ning into an Oklahoma brick wall. Still, 
he set a school freshman record with 961 
rushing yards. Fullback Julius Crosslin 
(12 touchdowns) is also back. 

Transfer wideout Adarius Bowman is 
eligible and showed immense big-play 
abilities in the spring. A handful of others 
will compete for the third spot, and tight 
end Brandon Pettigrew is a better down- 
field threat. 

Center David Washington is back, 
along with tackles Corey Hilliard and 
David Koenig. But, with the way things 
went last year, few positions are without 


competition. 


DEFENSE 


Rod Johnson's shoes are plenty big 


Completed 48 percent in seven games last season. 

961 yards last season, but just one touchdown. 

12 TDs last year as red-zone runner; bulldozing blocker. 
Third in OSU history in catches, yards. 

Transfer from UNC; specialist at big-play catches, 

11 catches as a freshman; had a huge spring. 

Mr. Consistency the past three years; started at RT in’05. Noah Franklin, Fr. 
Inexperienced, but heady player. 

Thrust into fire last year, more prepared in 2006. 

Took lead with a strong spring, but competition still on. 
Started last season at LG and was efficient. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 205.5 ypy rushing (12th Big 12/107th NCAA), 214.2 yng passing (4th/53rd), 419.6 total defense (11th/95th), 31.3 ppg (12th/95th) 


Considered the best pass rusher on the team. 

Led DTs with 37 tackles, three sacks in ’05. 

Prep All-American still looking for greatness. 

Made 25 tackles last year; bigger, stronger now. 
Could emerge as defense’s most exciting player. 
Converted safety should be equipped in coverage. 
Former troubled Texas commit; powerful hitter. 
Part-time starter last season; very athletic. 
Part-time starter made two INTs last season. 
Routinely made big plays in spring scrimmages. 
Switched from QB to DB last year; now more powerful. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Zac Robinson, Fr. 
Calvin Roberts, Jr. 
John Johnson, So. 
Anthony Parks, Jr. 
Tommy Devereaux, Jr. 
Paschal Smith, Jr. 


Chris Simon, So. 
Kurt Seifried, Sr. 

Jacob Secrest, Fr. 
Brady Bond, Fr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Marque Fountain, Sr. 
Larry Brown, Sr. 
Josh Pinaire, Jr. 
Nathan Peterson, Jr. 
Alex Odiari, So. 
Marcus Brown, So. 
Donnell Williams, Fr. 
Quinton Moore, So. 
Jacob Lacey, So. 

TJ. Bell, So. 

Grant Jones, Sr. 


enough. Oklahoma State's junior line- 
backer returns, but it’s filling in the rest of 
the linebacker corps that could be difficult. 
Paul 


Lawrence Pinson and Pagitte McGee 


Jamar Ransom, Duren, 
combined for 763 career tackles. This 
season, OSU could have a first-year 
freshman who has been out of football 
almost two years (Chris Collins) and 
a converted safety (Jeremy Nethon) at 
the other two spots. 

The Cowboys were the only Big 12 
team to give up more than 200 yards per 
game on the ground (205.5), ranking 
107th nationally, so maybe the change in 
personnel is a good thing. 

“Athletically, we're bigger, faster and 
stronger,” defensive coordinator Vance 
Bedford said. “The best thing about these 
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COWBOYS RECRUITING 2006 


Terrance Anderson, DB 

Anderson was one of the big signees out of Houston. The 6-0, 
173-pounder is lighting fast with the ball in his hands, and that's why 
he might be a threat for OSU quickly at special teams. People also love 
his ability to lock down defenders. With his big-game mentality, he 
was a huge signing for OSU. 


3] Derek Burton, DE 

| Beating Oklahoma is always a good thing. Beating Oklahoma, Tennessee 
and Texas Tech on an in-state prospect like Burton is an even better 
thing. Burton, a 6-3, 250-pound run-stuffing defensive end, should see 
the field quickly for the Cowboys. He's great against the run and his abil- 
ity to get to the ball carrier no matter where he's at will be an added plus. 


Patrick Lavine, LB 

Oklahoma State needed some major help on defense after the 2005 
season and Lavine should be able to help the Cowboys quickly. After play- 
ing safety in high school, Lavine should spin down to his more natural line- 
| backer in college. His ability to support the run is vital, but his ability to 
defend the pass made him an even bigger signing for Oklahoma State in 
this recruiting class. 


FTF SIEMWCOMERRS OF HIPAA T 


Pos, Ht, Wr. Stars HomeTown Scoot 


ANDERSON, Terrance DB 6-0,173 oooc Aldine, X Aldine 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 17 cornerback. ... No. 21 recruit in Texas. ... 
Rushed for 1,000 yards and passed for 800 as a senior. 


BOOKER, Michael OL 6-3,295 o°© Paris, TX North Lamar 


Played both offensive and defensive line. ... All-State. 


BROUGHTON, Scott DB 6-1,18 ooo Milledgeville, GA Ga. Military 


Had 10 interceptions as a senior. ... Blocked two field goals. ... Scored two defensive 


Anh 

5-9,180 OO — Antioch, TN Antioch 
Rivals.com’s No. 18 all-purpose back. ... No. 11 recruit in Tennessee. ... Averaged 7.8 
yards per carry. 


BURTON, Derek DE 6-3,250 oooo Muskogee,OK Muskogee 
Rivals250 member. ... No. 17 strongside defensive tackle. ... No. 3 recruit in Oklahoma. 
... Father Derek Burton was a three-year starter at Oklahoma State. 


CATE, Alex QB 60,200 ooo Salt Lake City Cottonwood 
Rivals.com’s No. 19 pro-style quarterback. ... No. 3 recruit in Utah. ... Enrolled for the 
spring semester. 


CHINASA, Ugo DE 65,220 coeoe Richardson,TX  Berkner 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 5 weakside defensive end. ... No. 28 recruit in 
Texas. ... Had 11 sacks as a senior. 


COLLINS, Chris 1B 6-1,230 oo Texarkana, 1X Texarkana 
Enrolled for the spring semester. ... Had 151 tackles as a junior. ... Forced 10 fumbles 
in 2004. 


CONNER, DeMarcus WR 6-1,18 oo Spring, TX Westtield 
Caught 16 passes for 401 yards and six touchdowns in a run-oriented offense. ... First- 
team All-District 


COX, Perrish DB 60,175 oeoc Waco, IX University 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 8 cornerback. ... No. 15 recruit in Texas. ... 
Intercepted nine passes as a senior. 


FONTENOT, Deron DB 5-9,180 ooo Grand Prairie, TX S. Grand Prairie 


Rivals.com’s No. 49 safety. ... First-team All-District. ... Had 86 tackles as a junior. 


GENT, Justin LB O6-2,208 coo hing, TX MacArthur 
Rivals.com’s No. 39 inside linebacker. ... Had 164 tackles as a senior. ... Returned two 
of three interceptions for a touchdown. 


HAMILTON, Adrian 1B 62,220 ©oo Dallas Carter 


Rivals.com’s No. 51 inside linebacker. ... Had nine sacks and 65 solo tackles as a senior. 


JARKA, Shane DE 6-3,228 oo Sugar Land, 1 Austin 
Had 97 solo tackles as a senior. ... Added two sacks and one interception. ... District 
Defensive Player of the Year. 


Committments 
Average Stars 


OOO66 
66606 


Shane Jarica, DE OOO6S 


The Cowboys did a tremendous job in} Total Stars 
Houston this past season. Sugar Land 3 2 
Austin defensive end Shane Jarka was Abiueunhil lied Big 12:4 
kind of lost in the spotlight because of 
the other blue-chippers they landed GE) fIEEDS 
from H-Town. But the OSU coaches More depth along the offensive line would 
are pumped about this hard-nosed, be nice, and the same goes for defensive 
physical and tough defensive end tackle. Another blue-chip quarterback to add 
that’s already 6-3 and 230 pounds. depth might also be vital because several 
of the Cowboys’ other signal-callers haven't 
panned out. 


THE SLEEPER 


Pos. Hr, Wr. Stars Hometown ScHoot 


LAVINE, Patrick LB 6-2,210 o@oe Houston —_Jersey Village 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 17 outside linebacker. ... No. 32 recruit in 
Texas. ... Played both linebacker and defensive back in high school. 


LEMON, Orie ATH 6-2, 000 Houston Yates 
Rivals.com’'s No. 43 athlete. ... No. 56 recruit in Texas. ... Passed for 1,214 yards and 
14 touchdowns. ... Rushed for 600 yards and 12 touchdowns. 


LEWIS, Jonathan DE 64,290 ooo Carrolton, TX Newman Smith 
Enrolled for spring semester. ... Had 10 sacks and 61 tackles as a senior. ... Two-time 
first-team All-District. 


MCKINNEY, Myron OL 64,205 ooo Oklahoma City Putnam City 
Rivals.com’s No. 46 offensive guard. ... No. 18 recruit in Oklahoma. ... First-team All-District. 


OKUNG, Russell OL 6-5, ooo Houston Bush 


Rivals.com’s No. 33 offensive tackle. ... No. 71 recruit in Texas. ... First-team All-District. 


PARKS, Anthony WR 6-1,185 oo ElDorado,KS Butler CC 
Enrolled for spring semester. ... All-State wide receiver as a senior at Olathe (Kan.) East. 
... At Butler CC, had 820 receiving yards and eight touchdowns. 


PATRICK, Quencey DT 62,267 ooo Columbus, GA Miss. Gulf Coast CC 


Rivals.com’s No. 41 defensive tackle. ... No. 33 recruit in Georgia. ... Had 13 sacks and 
112 tackles last season. 


PERKINS, Trent OL 6-6,285 ooo Alice, TX Alice 
Rivals.com’s No. 32 offensive tackle. ... No. 67 recruit in Texas. ... All-State. ... District 
Offensive Lineman of the Year. 


SAVAGE, Dantrell RB 5-11,195 @ ooo _ Perkinston, MS Miss, Gull Coast CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 16 overall junior college recruit. ... Rushed for 1,249 yards last sea- 
son. ... Honorable mention junior college All-American. 


SECREST, Jacob OL 65,295 ooo Stillwater, OK Stillwater 
Rivals.com’s No. 44 offensive guard. ... No. 16 recruit in Oklahoma. ... Enrolled for 
spring semester. ... First-team All-State. 


THOMPSON, Al’Darius DB 5-10,16 ooo Mesquite, TX North Mesquite 
Rivals.com’s No. 44 cornerback. ... Rushed for 1,086 yards and 19 touchdowns despite 
missing three games. ... First-team All-District. 


TOSTON, Keith ATH 6-1,199 ooo Angleton, TX Angleton 
Rivals.com’s No. 51 athlete. ... No. 76 recruit in Texas. ... Averaged more than 10 yards 
per carry as a senior. ... Ran for 18 touchdowns 


WILLIAMS, Donnell 1B 62,207 ooo Houston Madison 
Rivals.com’s No. 36 outside linebacker. ... No. 92 recruit in Texas. ... Enrolled for spring 
semester. ... Had 130 tackles and three sacks as a senior. 


WOODS, Artrell ATH 6-1,183 ooo Bryan, TX Bryan 
Rivals.com’s No. 46 athlete. ... No. 73 recruit in Texas. ... Topped 600 rushing yards 
and 400 receiving yards as a junior. 
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COWBOYS SPRING ROSTER | (NOTEBOOK _) 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Crass Hometrown 
So Edmond 
So DeSoto, TX 


ZACH ALLEN 
TJ. BELL 


DS 6-1 270 
CB 5-11 180 


BRADY BOND OL 6-6 260 Fr Garber 


JEREMY BROADWAY 
92 LARRY BROWN 


WR 5-11 180 So Houston, TX 


47 JEREMIAH BURTON 1B 6-2 230 So Enid 
3 ALEX CATE 


25 CLINT COE DB 6-1 190 Jr Edmond 
44 CHRIS COLLINS IB 6-1 230 Fr 


56 MAURICECUMMINGS DE 6-4 265 
51 VICTOR DEGRATE DE 6-3 250 
65 — STEVE DENNING OL 6-4 285 
10 TOMMY DEVEREAUX WR 6-1 175 


dr Rosebud, TX 
Sr DeSoto, TX 


ar 


77 NOAH FRANKLIN 
7 MIKE FRIESS 
70 PHIL FRIESS 
29 MIKE HAMILTON RB 6-1 215 
75 COREY HILLIARD OL 6-5 310 
85 DAVID HUDSPETH WR 5-11 175 
33 JOHN JOHNSON FB 6-3 255 
2 RODRICK JOHNSON 1B 6-3 255 
30 GRANT JONES 
39 SONJI KETIKU 
61 DAVID KOENIG 


OL 6-4 305 
QB 6-2 215 


Fr 
Jr 


Vinita 
Wichita, KS 


Fr Denton, TX 


dt 
Sr Pawnee 


S 5-10 195 
CB 5-8 175 Sr Tulsa 
OL 64 200 Jr 
CB 5-10 180 So Garland, TX 
Fr Dallas, GA 


54 ANDREW LEWIS OL 6-5 265 Fr Joplin, MO 


58 KYLEMARIACHER DS 6-3 225 Jr Hma, NY 
DT 6-5 290 


Sr Euless, TX 


Tackles for loss: D 


CORTNEY BILLINGSLEY DB 5-10 185 Sr Arlington, TX 


62 BLAKE BOTEK OL 6-4 295 So Grand Ledge, MI 28 JON MORRIS 
12 ADARIUS BOWMAN WR 6-4 215 Jr Chattanooga, IN 25 TODD NELSON 


DT 6-3 295 Sr _ Spartanburg, SC 16 SETH NEWTON 
35 MARCUSBROWN 1B 6-2 240 So Hephzibah, GA 


QB 6-2 198 Fr Salt Lake City, UT 83 ANTHONY PARKS WR 6-0 190 Olathe, KS 
96  JERAY CHATHAM DT 6-4 270 So Houston, TX 
53 SEB CLEMENTS LB 6-1 230 So Sanger, TX 


Texarkana, TX 
32 JULIUS CROSSLIN RB 5-11 240 Jr Amarillo, TX 


So Southaven, MS 
Duncanville, TX 
18 MATT FODGE P/K 6-0 180 So Garland, TX 
97 MARQUE FOUNTAIN DE 6-1 260 Jr Missouri City, TX 11 ZAC ROBINSON QB 6-3 195 Fr Littleton, CO 


OL 65 280 Jr Conway Springs, KS 72 KURT SEIFRIED OL 6-4 300 Sr Jenks 
So Melbourne, FL 
St _ New Orleans, LA 


So El Dorado, AR 


Galveston, TX 


Cape Coral, FL 


49 LANCE LIMBRICK RB 5-10 190 Fr Sugarland, TX 40 

15 CHIJUAN MACK WR 6-3 180 Jr Baton Rouge, LA 86 TEVIN WILLIAMS 6-3 205 
84 
8 


hen he took over as head coach in January 
2005, Mike Gundy immediately began 
cleaning house. 

Within 10 months, Gundy had suspended or 
dismissed eight players — all of whom had 
worked their way onto the two-deep — because 
of various rules violations, run-ins with the law 
or other disciplinary problems. That's one-third 
of the team’s frontline players, gone. 

Clearly, Gundy’s law was furious and final. 

But as 2006 begins, two Cowboy starters come 
with checkered backgrounds. Wide receiver 
Adarius Bowman transferred from North 
Carolina, where he was suspended after being 
cited by police for marijuana possession. The 
charge was dropped a few weeks later, but 
Bowman was not reinstated. 

And linebacker Chris Collins was once 
thought to be the No. 1 defensive recruit of 
Texas, which cooled on his recruitment after 
a charge of aggravated sexual assault. Even 
though the charge was unresolved, Gundy signed 
Collins. 

Bowman played for Gunter Brewer at UNC, 
so when Brewer was hired by Gundy, Bowman 
followed him to Stillwater. Gundy said he “did 
a lot of research” before bringing in Collins, who 
signed last year but didn’t enroll until January. 

* OSU alum and Texas oilman Boone Pickens 
— namesake of the stadium — made news in 
January with a gift of $165 million to the OSU 
athletic department, the largest such gift ever. 

Pickens’ gift will build new facilities for base- 
ball, equestrian, soccer, tennis and track pro- 
grams, and will also pay for a new $50 million 
indoor football practice facility. 

OSU has a five-year master plan that also 
includes more than $700 million on facilities for 
academics and student accommodations. 

* One of the highlights of the Orange and 
White spring game was the return of more than 
275 former players, including legends Barry 
Sanders, Hart Lee Dykes, Ernest Anderson and 
R.W. McQuarters. After a morning on the golf 


36 ALEX ODIARI 
JEREMY PALMOORE 


13 NATHAN PETERSON DE 6-2 250 Tulsa 

87 BRANDON PETTIGREW TE 6-5 255 Tyler, TK 

4 AL PENA QB 6-3 225 Leander, TX 
JOSH PINAIRE 
RICKY PRICE 
BRUCE REDDEN 
BOBBY REID 
COLE REYNOLDS 
JASON RICKS 
1 CALVINROBERTS RB 5-11 225 Jr Port Arthur, TX 


ZAC ROSS 
JACOB SECREST 


ANDRE SEXTON 
CHRIS SIMON 
DARNELL SMITH 
PASCHAL SMITH 
TREMAYNE STANDBERRY TE 
MARSHAL TETSWORTH OL 
DURFEY THOMPSON LB 
13. JEROMIETUCKER WR 5-7 170 Sr Bixby 
MARTEL VAN ZANT CB 6-2 205 Jr Tyler, TX 


JUSTIN WALLER So ; 
course, during which some 200 ex-Cowboys 
‘63)_ DAVID WASHINGTON _OL_64 295. So. Gute played, they were introduced during a halftime 
31 KEVIN WHITE 6-3 210 So DeSoto, TK ceremony. 
DONNELL WILLIAMS 6-3 220 fr Houston, 1X “There are a lot of guys who hadn't been here 
= ier in 15 or 20 years,” said Gundy, who was a record- 
setting quarterback from 1986-89. Gundy said 
DJUAN WOODS 6-1 210 St __ Oklahoma City 


the “Legends Weekend” reunion will become an 
annual event. 


Att Cmp int Pot Yds 
179 89 13 49.7 1102 
52 4 481 #6802 


Ww Montana State 

W _at Flarida Atlantic 
Loss _ Aug Long w Arkansas State 
| B3 L 
L 


Colorado 


Results 


Missouri 
= z 
at Texas AGM 
at lowa State 
: Texas 
{ Texas Tech 


t2 11. Thompson 8 B Bans om 75 
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MIKE HAMILTON 


linebackers is that they play downhill. ... 
If we can get that done, we'll be a lot bet- 
ter defensively this year.” 

The line has plenty back, but tackles Ryan 
McBean, Xavier Lawson-Kennedy and Larry 
Brown must hold the point of attack. 

End Victor DeGrate had 53 tackles 
and was a big-play performer, with team- 
highs of 11 tackles for loss and five sacks. 
He'll get help on the edge from returnees 
Darnell Smith and Marque Fountain, 


and junior Nathan Peterson is back from 
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a knee injury. 

The secondary is a concern. Converted 
quarterback Donovan Woods moves 
from strong to free safety. Andre Sexton 
had an excellent spring at strong safety. 

Cornerbacks Calvin Mickens (nine 
starts in °05) and Martel Van Zant could 
start the fall at the top of the depth chart, 
which is still flexible. 


Kicker might be the best battle of the 
preseason. 

In 2004, Jason Ricks made 11 of 16 
field goal attempts and 47 of 49 extra 
point tries. When Ricks was hurt last sea- 
son, Bruce Redden stepped in and hit 11 
of 14 field goal attempts and 23 of 24 
extra points tries. 

Redden has a slightly stronger leg and 
last year went two of three from beyond 
50 yards, with a long of 52. 

Punter Matt Fodge spent the spring 
and the offseason trying to improve his 
consistency. He averaged just 39.9 yards 
per kick last season, and had four blocked 
as OSU went with an unusual “shield” 
formation. The Cowboys return to a con- 
ventional punt set this year. 

The return game is expected to be 
wide open, although explosive. Grant 
Jones got some time there last season. 
Whoever takes the jobs has to replace 
speedy Daniel McLemore, who led the 
team in punt and kickoff returns in ’05. 


Another fast start shouldn’t be 


fee 
“BRIGHTEST 


come into his own, catching 
122 passes for 2,104 yards 
(both third in school histo- 
ry) and 15 touchdowns. . 
Caught 56 passes for 879 , 
yards and zai octets, . 
d. 


at Baylor last s season. .. Caug 
90 yards and two touchdowns, inctuting a Play 
pf the: Wgekroneshander, A ienaeces 3 Pett 


t4 
-fet~ 
y+ 


LB Jeremy Nethon 
Recruited as an ere 


safety and played 13 games ee 
his freshman season, ... Was }) 


{ er tea from the 


Bowman was OSU's most 
consistent big-play wideout 
in his first spring in 
Stillwater. ‘In the t three 
scrimmages, — Bowman 
a junior, caught 14 passes 
for 267 yards and 
touchdowns, — 4 


Linoy’s Sports Annuats 17] 


Photo by John Williamson 


DONOVAN Wwooos 


Overhaul of Mind, 
Body Paying Off 


Bigger, stronger and faster, 
certainly. 

But Donovan Woods is also much, 
much wiser. 


Deposed as the Cowboys’ quarter- 
back two games into last season, 
Woods’ natural athletic ability car- 
ried him through a difficult transi- 
tion to strong safety. He simply did 
the best he could. 

Now, after almost a year of playing 
defense, Woods has not only accept- 
ed the move, he says he has fully 
embraced it. During the team’s spring 
practice, he actually thrived at it. 
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“T tried to handle this situation like 
I would any other situation,” Woods 
said. “That’s the way I was raised.” 

It wasn’t easy. Woods started all 12 
games as a sophomore quarterback and 
led the team to a 7-5 record and the 
program’s third consecutive bowl 
berth, the 2004 Alamo Bowl. 

But that was under previous coach 
Les Miles. When Mike Gundy was pro- 
moted from offensive coordinator, he 
hired Larry Fedora as coordinator and 
changed from an I-formation, power 
offense to a spread offense. 

Two games into the 2005 season, 
OSU had averaged just 19 points in 
games against Montana State and 
Florida Atlantic. Woods had accounted 
for two of his team’s four touchdowns, 
completed 53 percent of his passes and 
had averaged 5.6 yards per carry. 

But with high school phenom Bobby 
Reid coming off a redshirt season and 
going neck-and-neck with Woods in 
training camp, the coaches’ decision 
was made for Woods, a three-time, 
small-school state champion quarter- 
back in high school, to give up on the 
position and change to defense. 

Even though Woods’ replacements — 
Reid and Al Pena — struggled with 
decision-making, defense-reading, 
turnover-committing (they combined 
to complete 49 percent of their passes 
with 10 touchdowns and 17 intercep- 
tions), Woods’ days as a quarterback 
were done. Even though the team was 
just 2-7 under the new quarterbacks. 

Woods made five starts on defense 
and finished with 32 tackles. He also 
led the team with two interceptions. 

He has reshaped his body into that 
of a defensive back. He played last sea- 
son at around 226 pounds, but fin- 
ished spring drills weighing about 216. 
He is noticeably thinner in the hips 
and waist, but noticeably thicker in 
the shoulders and chest. 

He’s quicker from side-to-side and 
faster from front-to-back, and he 
seems to have the hang of things after 
moving again this season, this time to 
free safety. 

“T’m still learning it, but I like it,” he 
said. “I just needed time to learn it.” 


a problem. Oklahoma State plays host 
to Missouri State and Florida Atlantic, 
and visits Arkansas State in Little 
Rock, in its first three games. After 
that is a trip to Houston, followed by 
an open weekend. 

But Cowboy fans remember that fat- 
tening up on a workable non-conference 
schedule doesn’t do a whole lot once Big 
12 play starts. 

After opening at 3-0 in 2005, O-State 
closed by losing seven of its eight league 
contests. 

The Cowboys’ two most winnable 
games against the North Division are 
right out of the gate, and both are on the 
road: Kansas State and Kansas. 

OSU likely will be underdogs in its 
first two league games at home — back- 
to-back contests against Texas A&M and 
Nebraska. That's followed by another 
road game, this time at defending nation- 
al champion Texas. 

After Baylor at home — the Bears 
stunned OSU in Waco last year — the 
Cowboys finish with a rugged double: 
at Texas Tech, Oklahoma at home. 

— John E. Hoover 


RE LT FEL GE IEEE E AE BN 


Sept. 2 MISSOURI STATE — 


Sept. 9 vs. Arkansas State (Little Rock) 


Sept. 16 FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
Sept. 23 at Houston 
Oct. 7 at Kansas State 
Coct.14 | atKansas 
Oct. 21 TEXAS A&M 
“Oct.28 “NEBRASKA — 
Nov. 4 at Texas 
“Nov.11  ~—~&BAYLOR 
“Nov.18 == at Texas Tech 
“Nov.25 ~~ OKLAHOMA 
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EXHAS LONGHORNS TEXAS 


Al A GLANCE 


13-0 overall, 8-0 Big 12 (1st, South) 


Mack Brown — At Texas: 83-19, 8 yeas; 
| overall; 169-93-1, 22 years te 


RETURNING STARTERS 
13; 6 offense, 7 defense be tae 


PLAYE AS TO WATC H $ 
| RB Jamaal Charles, WR! Limas) ‘Sweed, t is 
OL Justin Blalock, DT Frank Okam, a 3 
DE Tim Crowder, LB Robert Killebrew, 

| S Michael Griffin, CB Aaron Ross _ 


‘PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Even without Vince Young, the tonatrté 
are loaded on offense, A veteran and dom-— 
inant offensive line should help ease the 
pressure on a new quarterback. The UT 
defense; meanwhile, might be better than 
the 2005 version. al Dw pee TE 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS % 


Vince Young single-handedly. won a few. 
games for the Longhorns, and he won't ter 
around to do that again. No quarterback — 
on the roster has taken a snap ina colle~ 
giate game, and growing pains at the — 4 
position could cost UT in:close games, ; 
especially early. 


QB Vince Young, $ Michael Huff, 
DT Rodrique Wright, TE David Thais, 
LB Aaron Harris 


The Longhorns’ best chance | at a a national +}: 
title repeat walked out the door with 
Vince Young, but this program is at such 
a high level thanks to excellent recruit- 
ing, that it will continue to be among the 
very elite. If either Colt McCoy or Jevan. 

_ Snead emerges as a passable quarterback, 
the Horns could be back in the national 
title game. 


Looking Like Champs ... 


One day last winter, Selvin Young's 
roommate moved out. 

There wasn’t much fuss, really. Young, 
now a senior tailback for the Longhorns, 
helped his roommate pack, offered 
a hug, handshake, and best wishes, and 
said goodbye. 

And just like that, quarterback Vince 
Young, perhaps the biggest man ever on 
the Texas campus, was gone. 

“Tr’s been quiet since he left,” Selvin 
Young admits. “I can hear the wind blow- 
ing through the house. I can hear the 
walls creaking.” 

Texas football fans know the feeling. 

When Vince Young hightailed it to the 
NFL in the wake of last year’s magical 
Rose Bowl victory, he left a sizeable void 
in the middle of the Longhorns’ lineup 
and locker room. 

No sooner had coach Mack Brown fin- 
ished celebrating his first national cham- 
pionship — and the first for the 
Longhorns in 35 years — than he was 
aksed the million-dollar question. 

Who replaces the irrepressible Vince? 

In a word, nobody. 

“There's only one Vince Young,” 
Brown said. “If you're looking for anoth- 
er one, youre not going to find him.” 

Instead, the Longhorns will look to 


defend their title and the nation’s 
longest winning streak — with a teenag- 
er behind center who has never taken 
a snap in a college game. 

Ir could be Colt McCoy, a redshirt 
freshman who spent last year apprentic- 
ing behind Young. 


It could be Jevan Snead, a highly tout- 


LONGHORNS TEXAS LONGHORNS TEXAS LONGHGR 


Even Without Young 


ed true freshman who enrolled at Texas 
shortly after Young left, just in time for 
spring drills. 

They were the only two scholarship 
quarterbacks on campus during the 
spring. 

“[m sure whatever happens, it will 
work out,” Snead said. “If it takes two 
quarterbacks, it will work. If it takes one 
quarterback, it will work.” 

The bright side? Neither will be asked 
to win games alone. 

Outside of Young, Texas returns most 
of an offense that averaged over 50 points 
and 500 yards per game. On defense, 
the Longhorns will be more than fine. 

“We have something to prove this 
year,” safety Michael Griffin said. “Vince 
was a great player, but he wasn’t our 
whole team.” 

So it’s little wonder that you-know- 
who's name has seldom been uttered in 
the Texas locker room. Even by his for- 
mer roommate. 

“I don’t think anybody on this team is 
thinking about Vince,” Selvin Young said. 
“We're just thinking about defending what 


people are coming to our house to get.” 


OFFENSE 

The Longhorns lost 4,086 yards and 
38 touchdowns off last year’s team. And 
that was just from Vince Young. 

Were the Longhorns more than just 
a one-man team in 2005? 

Texas returns at least three of its top 
four running backs (Young, a senior, and 
sophomores Jamaal Charles and Henry 


Melton), its top three pass catchers (junior 
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receivers Limas Sweed and Billy Pittman, 
and Taylor) and three-fifths of a bulldoz- 
ing line that paved the way for last year’s 
pinball offense. 

“Vince Young was an amazing ath- 
lete,” said McCoy, a redshirt freshman 
and leading candidate to replace Young. 
“But we had a lot of players on that team 
that were great, and a lot of them are 
back.” 

Most of them are in a crowded Texas 
backfield, where Young and Charles will 
again share carries and accolades. Junior 
Ramonce Taylor is off the team, pending 
resolution of a May charge of felony mari- 
juana possession. 

Charles, a 6-1, 190-pound track star, is 
the most explosive of the bunch. He aver- 


aged 7.4 yards per carry last season, rush- 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


QB Colt McCoy Fr. 
RB  JamaalCharles So. 
WR Limas Sweed* Jr. 
WR __ Billy Pittman* J. 
WR Quan Cosby 
TE Neale Tweedie Sr. 
LT Tony Hills Jr. 
LG Kasey Studdard* Sr. 
C _Lyle Sendlein* Sr. 
RG Cedric Dockery 
RT Justin Blalock* Sr. 


“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 130.9 ypg rushing (7th in Big 12/33rd NCAA), 172 ypg passing (1st/8th), 302.9 ypy total defense (1st/10th), 16.4 ppg (1st/8th) 


2005 stats: 2743 ypg rushing (1st in Big 12/2nd in NCAA), 237.7 ypg passing (3rd/40th), 512.1 ypg total offense (1st/3rd), 50.2 ppg (1st/1st) 
POS STARTER YR. COMMENT = BICKUPIKEY DEPTH 
Can one of these guys take control of the position? 
One of the best RB time-shares in the country. 
Emerged as big-play threat who can go up and get it. 
Sat out spring with knee injury; 22.1 ypc last year. 
So. Former baseball star a home run threat. 

Was used primarily as a blocker last year. 

Moves into new role after being key backup in 2005. 
Was team’s most improved lineman last season. 
Earned first-team All-Big 12 honors last year. 

So. Takes over for all-conference Will Allen. 

Lindy’s No. 1-rated OT has made 38 starts in a row. 


Jevan Snead, Fr. 
Selvin Young, Sr.* 
George Walker, So. 
Myron Hardy, So. 
Jordan Shipley, So. 
Jermichael Finley, Fr. 
Adam Ulatoski, Fr. 
Charlie Tanner, Fr. 
Brett Valdez, Sr. 
Charlie Tanner, Fr. 
Adam Ulatoski, Fr. 


DE ‘Tim Crowder* Sr. 


Led team with 20 QB pressures last season. 


Brian Orakpo, So. 


DT Frank Okam* Jr. 


Ready to become UT's next great tackle. 


Roy Miller, So. 


DT Derek Lokey J. 


Has played in 22 games as a reserve. 


Tully Janszen, Sr. 


DE Brian Robison* _— Sr. 


Team leader in sacks (seven) and TFLs (15) in 05. 


Christopher Brown, So. 


LB Robert Killebrew” dr. 


Grabbed starting spot three games into 2005. 


Jeremy Campbell, So. 


LB Rashad Bobino” So. 


Moves to middle from the weak side. 


Roddrick Muckelroy, Fr. 


LB Drew Kelson Jr. Possesses a Safety's speed. 


Sergio Kindle, Fr. 


CB Aaron Ross Sr. 


Blossomed into ball hawk last year (three INTs). 


Brandon Foster, Jr. 


CB Tarell Brown* Sr. 


Coming off a broken arm in Rose Bowl win, 


Ryan Palmer, Jr. 


SS Marcus Griffin Jr. 


Former walk-on is Michael Griffin's twin brother. 


Matt Melton, Sr. 


FS Michael Griffins Sr. 
“Returning starter 


ing for 878 yards and 11 touchdowns. 

Five games into the season, Charles 
was off to the best start of any freshman 
in school history before a nagging ankle 
injury slowed him down the stretch. 

Sweed again will anchor a receiving 
corps that should be bolstered by the 
emergence of oft-injured sophomore 
Jordan Shipley and fellow sophomore 
Myron Hardy. 

Texas will miss David Thomas, who 
left with most of the school’s tight end 
receiving records. He will be replaced by 
the two-man tandem of senior Neale 
Tweedie and athletic redshirt freshman 
Jermichael Finley. 

The strength of the Texas offense 
could be in the trenches, where Lindys 


preseason All-Americans Justin Blalock 


UT's heaviest hitter and leading tackler (124) in 2005. 


Erick Jackson, Jr. 


(right tackle) and Kasey Studdard (left 
guard) return, as well as talented center 
Lyle Sendlein. 

DEFENSE 

Co-defensive coordinator Gene Chizik 
sees little difference in the defense the 
Longhorns will field this year and the one 
that was stingiest in the Big 12 last year. 

“It's comparable,” Chizik said. “We'll 
just have to get used to some different 
names.” 

With just a couple of tweaks, and an 
extra year in Chizik’s system, Texas coach- 
es believe their defense should be even 
better than last year. 

That’s a bold assertion given what 
Texas lost — defensive tackle Rod 
Wright, middle linebacker Aaron Harris, 


safety Michael Huff and cornerback 
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Jevan Snead, 0B 

With the late departure announcement of Heisman candidate Vince 
Young, no position became a bigger need than quarterback. Snead, 
a December graduate, stepped on the practice field early for UT. The 
6-3, 205-pounder should give Texas coaches the opportunity to build 
J an offense around him in the future. 


Sergio Kindle, LB 

The state's top prospect for 2006 was an early pickup for the Horns 
and an early arrival on campus for spring ball. The 6-4, 225-pound 
player is still adjusting to the technique of the game, but his raw abil- 
ity should earn him playing time in his first year. Kindle played run- 
ning back and linebacker in high school. 


Hunter Lawrence, PK 

With the current roster situation being what it is, don’t be surprised 
to see the 6-0, 180-pound kicker take a starting spot in the season 
opener in 2006. Lawrence set the Texas single season record for field 


Britt Mitchell, TE 

Though he may have been rated in the 
middle of the pack for tight ends, Mitchell 
brings uncanny athleticism to the posi- 
tion and probably has one of the better 
upsides of any player the Horns signed in 
2006. Not only does he have raw talent, 
but his leadership qualities can't be 
coached. At 6-5, 245 pounds, Mitchell 
will continue his surge as one of the top 


Committments 
Average Stars 


OO066 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 5 


LOGO) (WEEDS 


Both the offensive and defensive lines will be 
priorities for the Horns in 2007. A good mix 
of both offensive tackles and guard will 
be targeted in this class, The defensive back- 


4 goals made as a junior. His long was a 48-yarder in the playoffs. 


Ht., Wr. Stars Hometown Scuoot 


DT 5-11,285 ooo Anderson, SC = T.L. Hanna 


Rivals.com’s No. 31 defensive tackle. ... No. 12 recruit in South Carolina. 


BEASLEY, Deon ATH 5-10,1609 ©@@o@ Orange, TX West Orange Stark 
Rivals.com’s No. 77 overall recruit. ... No. 7 athlete. ... No. 12 recruit in Texas. ... Played 
wide receiver, cornerback and quarterback while returning kicks. 


BROWN, Chykie DB 61,175 oooo Houston North Shore 
Rivals.com’s No, 53 overall recruit, ... No. 4 cornerback. ... No. 6 recruit in Texas. ... 
Five interceptions as senior. 


BURNETTE, Buck OL 6-3,290 ©®00 Wimberley,TX Wimberly 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 6 center. ... No, 33 recruit in Texas. ... Enrolled 
for spring semester. 


COBB, Antwan RB 60,200 ooo Pflugerville, TX Pflugerville 
Rivals.com’s No. 33 running back. ... No. 79 recruit in Texas. ... Rushed for 1,660 yards 
and 24 touchdowns as a senior. ... Also had 427 receiving yards. ... Averaged 8.7 yards 
per carry as a senior. 


EARNEST, Dustin LB 6-3,220 ooo Texarkana, TX Texas 
Rivals.com’s No. 14 inside linebacker. ... No, 46 recruit in Texas. ... Scored five defen- 
sive touchdowns as a junior and senior. 


ELLIS, Brian DE 65,24 ooo Grand Prairie, TX South Grand Prairie 
Rivals.com’s No. 28 strongside defensive end. ... No. 41 recruit in Texas. ... Had 17 
sacks as junior and senior. 


HARRIS, Sherrod QB 62,206 coo Bowie 


Arlington, TX 
Rivals.com’s No. 8 dual-threat quarterback. ... No. 64 recruit in Texas. ... Bowie's all- 
time leading passer with 4,321 career yards. 


HENRY, James DB 6-2,195 ooo Schertz, TX Clemens 
Rivals.com’s No. 19 safety. ... No. 51 recruit in Texas. ... All-State. ... Averaged 9.8 
yards per carry as a senior. 


HOUSTON, Lamarr DE 62,297 oooe Coloratlo Springs,CO Doherty 
Rivals.com’s No. 86 overall recruit. ... No. 6 strongside defensive end. ... No. 2 recruit 
in Colorado. ... Eight sacks as a senior. 


JONES, Eddie DE 63,240 ooooc Kilgore, IX Kilgore 


Rivals.com’s No. 25 overall recruit. ... No. 3 weakside defensive end. ... No. 3 recruit in 
Texas. ... Had 11 sacks as a senior. 


JOSEPH, Robert DB 6-2,180 o©o@oo  PortArthur,TX Memorial 


Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 16 safety. ... No. 38 recruit in Texas. 


KINDLE, Sergio LB 6-4,225 @oooce Dallas Woodrow Wilson 
Rivals.com’s No. 5 overall recruit. ... No. 1 inside linebacker. ... Top recruit in Texas. ... 
Enrolled for spring semester. ... Had 157 tackles, 36 for a loss, during his senior season. 
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players in the conference early in his 
career. He should also add nice competi- 
tion to the Longhorns roster with the cur- 
rent depth at tight end. 


field is also an area of need, especially at 
cornerback. Taking a quarterback, receiver, 
and running back are always a sure bet for 
early attention from Brown and company. 


Stars Hometown Scuoot 


LAWRENCE, Hunter K 60,180 ooo Boeme, TX Boeme 
Rivals.com’s No. 2 kicker. ... Connected on 32 of 44 field goal attempts as a junior and 
senior, ... Career long of 49 yards. 


MARSHALL, Josh WR 6-4,205 ooo Arlington, TX Martin 
Rivals.com’s No. 37 wide receiver. ... No. 42 recruit in Texas. ... Had 81 catches for 
1,091 yards and six touchdowns as a senior. 


MCGEE, Vondrell RB §-10,199 oo oo Longview, TX — Longview 


Rivals.com’s No. 57 overall recruit. ... No. 3 all-purpose back. ... No. 7 recruit in Texas. 
... Parade All-American. ... Rushed for 1,361 yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior. ... 
Topped 2,000 yards and 27 touchdowns as a junior. 


MITCHELL, Britt TE 65,245 ooo Kilgore, TX Kilgore 
Rivals.com’s No. 18 tight end. ... No. 62 recruit in Texas. ... Blocking tight end. ... 
All-State honorable mention. 


MOORE, Steve OL 64,275 ooo Houston —_ Jersey Village 
Rivals.com’s No. 32 offensive guard. ... No. 74 recruit in Texas in Texas. ... All-State 
tackle. ... Had 30 pancakes and 15 knockdowns as a senior. 


NORTON, Jared LB 6-3,232 geee Rowlett, 1X Rowlett 
Rivals.com’s No. 89 overall recruit. ... No. 5 inside linebacker. ... No. 14 recruit in 
Texas. ... Started career as a cornerback. 


PAYNE, Phillip WR 62,201 oooe — Garland, TX South Garland 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 20 wide receiver. ... No. 19 recruit in Texas. ... 
Had 601 receiving yards as a senior. ... Rushed for 591 yards as a junior and senior. 


SMITH, Greg TE 65,230 ooo Montgomery, TX Montgomery 
Rivals.com’s No. 25 tight end. ... No. 96 recruit in Texas. ... Enrolled for spring semes- 
ter. ... Missed senior season due to injury. 


SNEAD, Jevan QB 6-3,205 o©o@o@o Stephenville, TX Stephenville 
Rivals.com's No. 61 overall recruit. ... No. 3 dual-threat quarterback. ... No. 8 recruit in 
Texas. ... Enrolled for spring semester. ... Caught four touchdown passes as a junior. 


WATTS, Roy OL 66,200 ooo Houston Worthing 
Rivals.com’s No. 45 offensive tackle. ... Second-team All-State. ... Also played long 
snapper. ... Averaged a double-double in basketball. 


WEBB, J'Marcus 


OL 6-8,285 oooo Mesquite, TX North Mesquite 
Rivals.com’s No. 63 overall recruit. ... No. 3 offensive tackle. ... No. 9 recruit in Texas. 
... Parade All-American. 


WEBBER, Montre WR 6-3,191 oooo Heame, TX 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 18 wide receiver. ... No. 20 recruit in Texas. ... 
Had 64 catches for 1,292 yards and 17 TDs as a senior. 
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00 BEN ALEXANDER 
12__ SAM AREIAS 

82 COY AUNE 

39 __ RYAN BAILEY 

00 __DEON BEASLEY 
63 JUSTIN BLALOCK 
44 _RASHAD BOBINO 
35 TODD BONDY 


» Hr. Wr. Crass Homerown 


DT 6-0 208 
RB 5-7 201. St 
WR 6-2 195 dr 
P/PK 6-2 180 So 
B5-10 168 Fr 
OT 6-4 329 & 
LB 5-11 230 So 
IB 6-0 210 Jr 


48 CHRISTOPHER BROWN DE 6-3 210 So 


00 _CHYKIE BROWN 
5 _TARELL BROWN 
18 WILL BUCHANAN 
65 _ BUCK BURNETTE 


DB 6-1 180 Fr 
CB 6-0 200 Sr 
QB 6-1 180 So 
OL 6-3 295 Fr 


Anderson, SC 
Los Banos, CA 
Austin 
Austin 

0 

Plano 

West Texas Cit 
Southlake 
Texarkana 
Houston 
Mesquite 
Austin 
Wimberley 


43 JEREMY CAMPBELL 1B 6-2 220 So __ Richardson 
19 BENJAMINCAMPOS PK 5-10 192 Sr 


23 JAIME CARVAJAL 


RB 5-4 147 Or 


New Braunfels 
Taft 


25 JAMAAL CHARLES RB 6-1 190 So __ Port Arthur 


00 _ANTWAN COBB 

6 QUAN COSBY 
80 TIM CROWDER 
33 _ SCOTT DERRY 
55 _CEDRIC DOCKERY 
70 GREG DOLAN 
00 DUSTIN EARNEST 
00 BRIAN ELLIS 


RB/LB 6-0 205 


WR 5-11 200 So 
DE 6-4 270 Sr 
1B 6-3 230 dr 
0G 6-4 315 So 
OT 6-7 290 So 
LB 6-3 217 _—s#Fr 
DE 6-5 250 fr 


16 JERMICHAEL FINLEY TE 6-5 220 Fr 


‘1 MICHAEL FLATH 
21 ERIC FOREMAN 
28 BRANDON FOSTER 
22 __ ADAIR FRAGOSO 

TYRELL GATEWOOD 

7 __ TREVOR GERLAND 

DALLAS GRIFFIN 
26 MARCUS GRIFFIN 
7 _ MICHAEL GRIFFIN 
CHRIS HALL 
23 MYRON HARDY 
00 SHERROD HARRIS 
58 WILLIAM HARVEY 
00 JAMES HENRY 
79 TONY HILLS 
28 _ANTWAUN HOBBS 
83 _ STEVEN HOGAN 
00 _LAMARR HOUSTON 

6 _ ERICK JACKSON 
91 TULLY JANSZEN 
97 GREG JOHNSON 
00 EDDIE JONES 

9 _NATE JONES 
00 _ ROBERT JOSEPH 

4 DREW KELSON 
89 DANIEL KENDALL 


S 5-9 180 Jr 
LB 6-4 230 Jr 
CB 5-9 180 Jr 
QB 5-11 215 = Sr 
LB 6-2 210 Jr 
P/PK 6-2 190 Fr 
6-4 275 Jr 
S$ 6-0 195 Jr 
S60 20 & 
OL 6-4 280 ‘Fr 
WR 6-2 210 So 
QB 6-3 212 Fr 
DS 5-11 212 So 
DB 6-2 205 Fr 
OT 6-6 295 Jr 
RB 5-7 180 St 
TE 6-5 255 Jr 
DE 6-2 257 
S/CB 6-2 185 Jr 
DT 6-3 280 = S& 
P/PK 6-1 195 Sr 
DE 6-3 240 
WR 6-2 195 Jr 
DB 6-2 195 Fr 
LB 6-2 215 Or 
WR 6-2 185 = Sr 


40 ROBERT KILLEBREW IB 6-2 230 Jr 


2 _ SERGIO KINDLE 
59 CHAD KUGLER 
26 STEPHEN LANE 


1B 6-4 225 Fr 
1B 6-2 220 So 
RB 6-0 185 So 


HUNTER LAWRENCE PK 6-0 180 ‘Fr 


95 AARON LEWIS 


DE 6-4 275 So 


Nordgren 


Name 


Taylor 


Name 
Thomas 
Sweed 
Pittman 


Pflugerville 
Mart 


Pearland 
Garland 
Austin 


Austin 
Austin 
Tri 
Austin 
Arlington 
Houston 
Schertz 
Houston 
Garland 
Sugar Land 
Colorado Springs, CO 
Cedar Hill 
Keller 
Lilburn, GA 
Kilgore 
Texarkana 
Port Arthur 
Houston 
Houston 
Spri 
Dallas 
Richardson 
ler 
Boerne 
Albuquerque, NM 


Gain 
1186 
906 
561 


Yds 
613 


Tackles: M.Griffin 124, Huff 


Hees Se K 
Sacks: Robison 


Griffin 3, Ros 


No. Name 


96 __ DEREK LOKEY 
JOSH MARSHALL 


94 THOMAS MARSHALL DT 6-6 293 Jr 


12 COLT McCOY 
5 _ MARK McCOY 
13 MATTHEW McCOY 
VONDRELL McGEE 
88 MAC MCWHORTER 
HENRY MELTON 


24 _ RYAN MOENCH 
43 JUSTIN MOORE 
STEVE MOORE 


38 _RODDRICK MUCKELROY LB 6-2 230 fr 


3 _ CHRIS OGBONNAYA 
FRANK OKAM 
98 BRIAN ORAKPO 


85 CHRISTOPH PETERS WR 6-3 220 


5 BILLY PITTMAN 
86 _ KIRBY PORTLEY 
45 __ NIC REDWINE 
39 _ BRIAN ROBISON 

AARON ROSS 
62 __ LYLE SENDLEIN 

8 _ JORDAN SHIPLEY 

13 GREG SMITH 
JEVAN SNEAD 
JAICUS SOLIS 

40 ALEX SPEARS 

64 _ KASEY STUDDARD 

4 _LIMAS SWEED 


CLAYTON TEFTELLER WR 6-0 175 St 


49 LUKE TIEMANN 

14 __ FREDDY TORRES 
87 __ NEALE TWEEDIE 
74 _ ADAM ULATOSKI 


84 GEORGE WALKER 
ROY WATTS, JR. 
JMARCUS WEBB 
MONTRE WEBBER 
CHRIS WIELAND 

22 __ SELVIN YOUNG 

16 GILBERT ZEPEDA 


Loss 
136.1050 6.8 
rot = 4 = 
48 513 6.8 


Wright 4.5, Har 


Tackles for loss: Hobison 15, Wright 14, He 
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Pos. Hr. Wr. Ciass Hometown 


DT 6-2 275 ot 
WR 6-4 205 


Denton 
Arlington 
Dallas 
Tuscola 
Dallas 
Dallas 


QB 6-3 195 Fr 
WR 6-2 188 Sr 
QB 6-3 195 Sr 
RB 5-10 180 Fr Longview 
TE 6-4 226 Fr Austin 

RB 63 270 So G 

S$ 6-0 210 Sr Flint 

DE 6-0 210 So St. Louis, MO 
DT 6-2 300 So Killeen 

TE 6-5 250 fr Kilgore 

DB 6-0 185 So __Austin 
P/PK 6-2 185 So Houston 

OL 6-5 275 fr _Houston 
Hallsville 

RB 6-3 250 Sr__Austin 
LB 6-3 236 Fr ‘Rowlett 
$ 5-10 195 Fr Denton 
RB 6-1 220 So __ Missouri Ci 
DT 6-5 315 dr Dallas 

DE 6-4 238 So Houston 
WR 6-0 180 So Corsicana 
DB 5-10 185 So __Arlington 
WR 6-2 205 fr _ Garland 
LB 6-0 200 So Schertz 


WR 6-0 198 Jr Cameron 
TE 6-2 232 Sr __Kilgore 

DE 6-3 225 So ler 

DE 6-3 275 Sr__Splendora 
CB 6-1 192 Sr ler 

C 6-5 305 Sr Scottsdale, AZ 
WR 6-0 184 So Bumet 

TE 6-4 238 Fr Montgome 
QB 6-3 215 _Fr__ Stephenville 
DT 6-4 250 Sr San 

FB 5-6 200 So Houston 
OG 6-3 305 St _ Lone Tree, CO 
WR 6-5 219 Jr Brenham 
Fr__Austin 

So __LaMarque 
Gilmer 

DE 6-2 219 Pflugerville 
QB 6-1 190 So Pecos 

TE 6-5 265 Sr Lucas 

OT 6-8 290 Fr Southlake 
TE 6-4 252 So Austin 
OG/C 6-4 305 Sr Brownwood 
WR_ 6-3 205 So Houston 
OL 6-6 295 Fr Houston 
OL 6-8 280 Mesquite 
WR 6-3 190 fr Heame 

DB 5-9 170 So Cedar Park 
RB_ 6-0 215 Sr __ Houston 
QB 6-0 186 Jr Phar 


C_ 5-11 219 


Long Vds/6 


7 
cc 


Net Avg TD Long Yds/G 


BU 80.8 
BO 67.5 
39.5 


Aachen, German 


ophomore receiver Jordan Shipley’s return to 
he Texas lineup last season was, well, ham- 
strung. 

The shifty, sticky-fingered pass-catcher strained 
his right hamstring during summer workouts. 
Rushing to get back, Shipley ended up straining the 
hamstring three more times before shutting himself 
down without playing in a single game. 

It marked the second consecutive missed season 
for Shipley, who was forced to sit out all of 2004 
with torn knee ligaments. 

He returned to the field for spring workouts and 
— knock on wood — is expected to make his Texas 
debut this season. 

“This time, I was going to sit out until it really 
started to feel better,” he said. 

If healthy, Shipley should provide some auto- 
matic offense for the Longhorns. He holds many of 
the state's high school receiving records. 

* The Longhorns hope their set of twins — 
Michael and Marcus Griffin — can provide some 
blockbuster power in the secondary. 

Michael Griffin is a returning starter at free safe- 
ty. Marcus Griffin, a former walk-on, is a leading 
candidate to replace the departed Michael Huff at 
strong safety. 

Already, teammates are beginning to debate 
which Griffin hits harder. 

“Tt’s very cool to be playing on this level with my 
twin,” Michael Griffin said. 

* Texas’ quarterback situation is a question mark 
heading into the season, but it could have been 
worse. Jevan Snead could have left the state and 
gone to Florida. 

Snead was originally committed to Urban Meyer 
and the Gators, but switched his pledge to Texas in 
November. 

Snead said the switch had more to do with 
re-thinking family commitments, and less to do 
with the Gators’ pursuit of Tim Tebow, another hot- 
shot quarterback recruit. 

“My family has never missed a game,” Snead 
said. “I wanted to play at a place where they could 
come see me play.” 

* The rivalry game against Oklahoma will remain 
at the Cotton Bowl during the State Fair of Texas 
through 2010. The schools agreed in early May to 
add two years to the previous contract. 


13-0, 8-0) 


‘ Ww Texas Tech 27 
' at at Oklahoma State . : 
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JSAIMAAL CHARLES 


Cedric Griffin combined for 164 career 
starts — but one not without merit. 

The secondary is the biggest question. 

Tarell Brown and Aaron Ross, seniors 
whom coaches considered to be co- 
starters at cornerback last season, will 
each get full-time duties this season. 

Michael Griffin, the team’s leading 
tackler and an All-American candidate, 
will be back to roam his free safety slot. 
Griffin’s twin brother, Marcus, a former 


walk-on, has the inside track to replace 
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Huff at strong safety. 

The Longhorns should be especially 
stout up front, where senior ends Brian 
Robison and Tim Crowder anchor a play- 
making line. Junior tackle Frank Okam, 
a 6-5, 315-pound behemoth, isa star in the 
making. Sophomore Roy Miller and junior 
Derek Lokey should team with Okam to 
form a beefy three-man rotation at tackle. 

At linebacker, sophomore Rashad 
Bobino moves from the weak side to 
Harris’ vacant spot in the middle. Drew 
Kelson, a highly regarded junior, will take 
over the weakside duties full time this year. 
Robert Killebrew, a junior head-hunter 
with a man-sized mean streak, returns to 
his starting spot on the strong side. 

Sergio Kindle, a true freshman from 
Dallas who was the most highly touted 
member of the Longhorns’ most recent 
recruiting class, should play his way into 
the mix at outside linebacker as well. 


For most of his Texas tenure, Brown 
has been wary of handing scholarships to 
place-kickers straight out of high school. 

That didn’t stop him from handing 
one in February to Hunter Lawrence, 
a two-time all-state selection while kick- 
ing for Boerne High School outside of 
San Antonio. Lawrence will be given 
every opportunity to fill the vacancy cre- 
ated by the departure of David Pino. 

Greg Johnson, a senior who handled 
all the kicking chores for much of the 
spring, likely will handle punting duties 


this season. Trevor Gerland, a redshirt 


U-Big 12° Sn 
“rund, of the NFL raft. 
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MICHAEL GRIFFIN 


A Safety With 
Plenty of Bite 


Go ahead and tell Michael Griffin 
that the safety position at the 
University of Texas has gone to the 
dogs. 

He'll probably take it as a compli- 
ment. 

Griffin, the Longhorns’ starting 
free safety, breeds pit bulls in his 
spare time. 

“There's definitely an identity and 
a toughness those dogs have,” Griffin 
said. 

As the ball carriers and quarterbacks 
of the Big 12 will tell you, Griffin has 
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come to foster the same identity and 
toughness on the football field. 

The 6-0, 205-pound senior, regarded 
as the team’s heaviest hitter, led the 
Longhorns with 124 tackles last season 
and tied for the lead with three inter- 
ceptions. That includes a tightrope- 
walking theft of Southern California’s 
Matt Leinart in the end zone in the 
Rose Bowl. 

A renowned special teams stalwart, 
Griffin has also blocked a school-record 
six punts in his career. 

Griffin will be counted upon to 
anchor a Texas secondary that lost a pair 
of starters, including Thorpe Award-win- 
ning strong safety Michael Huff. 

“He's a great athlete who will just 
knock you out,” Texas coach Mack 
Brown said. “He’s learned to be more 
disciplined with his eyes. He’s learned 
the position.” 

Even if football is only his second 
love. 

Griffin grew up wanting to be a vet- 
erinarian — so much so that he briefly 
considered attending school at 
intrastate rival Texas A&M, which is 
renowned for its vet school. 

Even as a Longhorn, Griffin doesn’t 
watch much ESPN. His favorite channel 
is Animal Planet. 

From January until the end of 
spring, he hadn’t watched a single 
down of the Longhorns’ epic victory 
over the Trojans in the Rose Bowl. 

“But I've been to two dog shows,” he 
said. 

For most of his time at Texas, Griffin 
has kept two pit bulls — named Shaq 
and Honey — at his rental home in 
southwest Austin. Recently, he added 
a third dog to the family. 

“Her official name is Rose Bowl 2006,” 
Griffin said. “I call her ‘Little Rose! ” 

Griffin's dog fetish has become the 
subject of jokes around the Texas lock- 
er room. 

Kidded cornerback Tarrel Brown: “He 
doesn’t care a thing about football.” 

Which, of course, isn’t entirely true. 

Just watch Griffin on the field, shed- 
ding blockers, zeroing in on a ball carri- 
er and going to work. You could say he’s 
like a dog going after a bone. 


freshman, is also in the mix. 

Texas’ return game was one of the 
nation’s best last season, and should be 
again. Aaron Ross averaged nearly 15 
yards per punt return — two for scores. 


Texas’ fresh-faced quarterbacks won't 
have long to get their bearings because Ohio 
State marches into town in the second week 
of the season for the most hotly anticipated 
early-season matchup in the country. 

Last year, the Longhorns used a come- 
from-behind victory in Columbus, Ohio, 
as a September springboard for their 
national championship run. 

If there's one advantage to the Longhorns’ 
schedule, it’s that they don't have to leave the 
state of Texas until mid-October. 

Texas’ first out-of-state trek, however, 
is a doozie. The Longhorns head to 
Nebraska to face the Cornhuskers in an 
daunting environment, Ditto the next 
week, when the Longhorns face Texas 
Tech in Lubbock. 

Those back-to-back trips could make 
or break the Longhorns late-season surge 
toward the Big 12 and national titles. 


— Jeffrey McDonald 


"Sept. 2 NORTH TEXAS 
" Sept. 9 OHIO STATE 
Sept. 16 at Rice 
Sept. 23 IOWA STATE 
Sept. 30 SAM HOUSTON STATE — 
Oct. 7 _-vs. Oklahoma (Dallas) — 
“Oct.14  —*BAYLOR~ 
“Oct.21 = aat Nebraska 
~ Oct. 28 at Texas Tech 
Nov. 4 OKLAHOMA STATE 
Nov. 11 at Kansas State 
“Nov.24 ‘TEXAS A&M > 
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College football is back! 


TicketCity.com is your #1 ticket source to: 


SEASON TICKETS INDIVIDUAL GAMES 
Texas LONGHORNS TICKETS TO ALL 
Texas A&M AccIiEs HOME AND AWAY 
OKLAHOMA SOONERS GAMES FOR ALL 
NEBRASKA CORNHUSKERS Bic 12 TEAMS. 


RIVALRY GAMES Bic 12 CHAMPIONSHIP 


On10 STATE @ TEXAS Sat., Dec 02, 2006 
Texas vs OU Kansas City, MO 
Texas TECH @ A&M SIT ANYWHERE IN THE STADIUM! 
OKLAHOMA @ A&M Pius: Cotton BOWL, 
A&M @ TExas Fiesta BOwL, ALAMO 


WASHINGTON @ OU BOWL, ALL BOWL GAMES! 


Largest ticket inventory, best seats in the house, great customer service! 


Visit TicKETCITY.COM TODAY TO FIND THE TICKETS YOU WANT! 
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TEXAS A&M AGGIES 
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| 5-6 overall, 3-5 Big 12 (4th, South) 


Dennis Franchione — At Texas A&M: 
16-19, 3 years; overall: 171-91-2, 23 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


| 13; 7 offense, 5 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Stephen McGee, WR Chad Schroeder, 
TE Martellus Bennett, LB Justin Warren, 
DB Japhus Brown, DL Red Bryant, 

S Melvin Bullitt 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Stephen McGee's toughness and touch will 
help make the A&M offense one of the 
most explosive units in the Big 12 and 

| beyond. The offensive line is tough, and 

\ the receiving corps — including Martellus 
Bennett at tight end — can stretch and 

) stun a defense. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The defense featured more holes than 

a practice putting green last season. A&M 
will be better on defense in 2006, but 
how much? The special teams, as a whole, 
have also been disappointing for several 
years and must carry a bigger load. 


QB Reggie McNeal, WR Jason Carter, 
LB Lee Foliaki, FS Jaxson Appel, 
PK Todd Pegram 


With an explosive offense and a favorable 
non-conference schedule, the Aggies 
should be bowling again. If Gary Darnell’s 
defense cuts down on the big plays 
allowed, the Aggies could be the surprise 
team of the Big 12 South. However, they 
might be a-year or two away from serious- 
ly pushing for South supremacy. 


For more coverage of the Aggies, visit wiww.texasaandm.rivals. com 


TEXAS AEM AGGIES TEXAS A&M AGGIES TEXAS 


Going Old School In Quest for New Results 


After watching his injury-riddled defense 
sink to cavernous depths last fall, Texas 
A&M coach Dennis Franchione contem- 
plated what he needed to do to invigorate 
his entire team — especially his defense. 

Franchione’s revitalizing strategy: go 
old school. 

Among the four new assistants on 
Franchione’s staff are 57-year-old defen- 
sive coordinator Gary Darnell (35 years 
of coaching experience) and 64-year-old 
safeties coach Bill Clay (39 years of 
coaching experience). 

Those hires didn't necessarily galvanize 
A&M fans 


announced, but by the end of spring prac- 


when they were first 
tice it was obvious Franchione’s moves 
had achieved the approval of those whose 
opinions matter the most: the players. 
Said Chris 
Harrington: “It’s a totally different feel- 


defensive lineman 
ing. The enthusiasm level during practice 
is through the roof. That's what Coach 
Darnell emphasizes on defense. That's 
what greases the wheels.” 

Safety Melvin Bullitt echoed similar 
perspectives regarding Clay’s effect on 
a secondary that finished last nationally in 
passing defense: “Coach Clay is one of 
a kind. It’s like old school military. He 
doesn’t even know how to use a computer. 

“He’s really old school, but that’s what 
we need. We need someone to get us back 
to our roots — hard hitting, covering, 
getting real physical. It’s time to win; it’s 
time for us to be on top and to take the 
Big 12. We want (opponents) to say, 


» 


‘Dang, I've got to go to Kyle Field. 


It will take more than a mere attitude 
adjustment to turn things around at 
Texas A&M, which has made just one 
bowl appearance in the past four seasons. 
But good team chemistry appears to be 
an ideal starting point. 

A&M hasn't only gone old school in 
its hiring practices. The 06 Aggies also 
appear to possess an old-fashioned, blue 
collar work ethic, along with a throw- 
back mindset that matches the rugged 
determination and fearless style of the 
team’s new field leader — quarterback 
Stephen McGee. 

“We're resolved to do whatever it takes 
to win,” said the fiery McGee. “And we 
will win.” 

McGee's tenacity — along with the 
energy and schemes provided by the new 
assistant coaches — definitely gives this 
team a different look and feel than others 
in A&M’s recent past. 

Now, if the school that once built its 
legacy on a dominating defense can return 
to its old Wrecking Crew ways, the old- 
school Aggies could quickly return to their 


traditional status of yesteryear: contenders. 


OFFENSE 


Reggie McNeal departed after practi- 
cally re-writing the AXM record book for 
quarterbacks. But it wasn’t until McNeal 
went down in the third quarter of the 
10th game of last season that A&M truly 
seemed to click into another gear. 

And the reason was clear: Stephen 
McGee provides instant energy. 

In six 


spirited quarters against 
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Oklahoma and Texas, McGee won over 
his teammates and the A&M fans with 
his hard-nosed style and his natural lead- 
ership skills. He rushed for 175 yards in 
those six quarters, taking shots and deliv- 
ering them with reckless abandon. 

“Stephen brings a real spirit to the 
field,” Franchione said. 

“Obviously, the guy a lot of people 
already compare him to is Bucky 
(Richardson). If you look at Aggie quar- 
terbacks over the years, the ones that the 
fans really identify with are the hard- 
nosed, find-a-way-to-win type of guys. 

“You can definitely see that in 
Stephen, and that’s how his teammates 
already feel about him. They respect him, 
and they believe in him.” 


Franchione also believes McGee will 


POS STARTER 
QB Stephen McGee So. 
TB Courtney Lewis* Sr. 
FB Chris Alexander Jr. 
WR LTydrick Riley Sr. 
WR Chad Schroeder” Sr. 
TE Martellus Bennett” So. 


YR COMMENT 


Scouting Report: Offense 
2005 stats: 234.8 ypg rushing (2nd in Big 12/10th in NCAA), 207.4 ypg passing (8th/78th), 442.3 ypg total offense (rd/17th), $2.0 ppg (Srd/32nd) 


A hard-nosed and commanding leader. 

Averaged 6.6 yards per carry last season. 

Solid blocker who can take on linebackers. 

Big, dependable target missed ’05 due to knee injury. 
Mr. Touchdown (five in 20 catches) is a home run hitter. 
Touted prospect is one of the best athletes in Big 12. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Ty Branyon, Sr. 
Jorvorskie Lane, So. 
Greg Boothe, Sr. 
Earvin Taylor, Jr. 
Howard Morrow, So. 
Joey Thomas, Jr. 


QT —Yemi Babalola* So. — Possesses a mean streak; started every game in '05. Alex Kotzur, Sr. 

QG Kirk Elder* Jr. Has started 22 games in the past two years. Michael Shumard, Fr. 
C Cody Wallace* Jr. One of Big 12’s most underrated offensive linemen. Kevin Matthews, Fr. 
SG Grant Dickey Sr. Transfer first signed with Coach Fran at Alabama. Chris Yoder, Jr. 

ST Corey Clark* Jr. — Strong blocker started all 11 games in 2005. Travis Schneider, So. 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 139.2 ypg rushing (8th in Big 12/44th in NCAA), 304.6 ypg passing (12th/117th), 443.8 ypg total defense (12th/107th), 31.2 ppg (1 1th’94th) 
POS STARTER 
DE — Chris Harrington” Jr. 
DT Red Bryant” Jr. 
DT Bryce Reed Sr. 
DE Michael Bennett So. 
LB Justin Warren* Sr. 


YR COMMENT 


LB Mark Dodge Jr. Junior college transfer has old-school mentality. 

ROV  Arkeith Brown So. _ Hard-hitting athlete who can cover. 

CB Danny Gorrer So. Baptized under fire last year as freshman. 

CB Marquis Carpenter © Jr. — Made steady progress after rough ’05 start. 

FS —_ Japhus Brown Jr.  Season-ending injury after four games hurt secondary. 
SS Melvin Bullitt* Sr. Well-spoken senior is ready to shine, 

“Returning starter 


prove to be an extremely accurate passer. 
Due to an abundance of injuries at receiver 
last year, McGee relied heavily on the option 
game. But as he proved in high school — 
he passed for 8,256 yards in his prep career 
— and throughout the spring, McGee pos- 
sesses an exceptional and accurate arm. 

With four returning starters on the 
offensive line (Yemi Babalola, Corey 
Clark, Kirk Elder and Cody Wallace) and 
an abundance of talented receivers, McGee 
should have the time and the targets to 
make things happen through the air. 

Wide receivers UTydrick Riley, Earvin 
Taylor and Chad Schroeder all return 
after enduring season-ending injuries last 
fall, giving A&M an explosive receiving 
corps. Tight end Martellus Bennett is 
a special talent, as well. 


Team's most consistent defensive lineman last fall. 
Played extremely well in 2005 stretch run. 
Compact defensive lineman is solid run stopper. 
Big-time upside for athletic youngster. 

Best overall playmaker on A&M defense. 


BRCKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Jason Jack, Jr.* 
Marques Thornton, Sr. 
Henry Smith, Jr. 

Cyril Obiozor, So. 
Matt Featherston, Fr. 
Stephen Hodge, Jr. 
Chevar Bryson, Fr. 
Jordan Peterson, Fr. 
Marcus Gold, Fr. 
Devin Gregg, So. 
Alton Dixon, So. 


The backfield also returns plenty of 
firepower, as Courtney Lewis and the 
powerful, 280-pound Jorvorskie Lane 
return. True freshman Mike Goodson, 
who might have been the top high school 
running back prospect in Texas, should 
also figure into the tailback mix. 


DEFENSE 

While the offense is loaded with play- 
makers, the defense enters 2006 loaded 
with questions. The primary one: Can 
A&M stop anyone? 

The Aggies gave up an average of 43.5 
points per game during their season-end- 
ing four-game losing streak. And A&M 
ranked 113th nationally in third-down 
percentage defense, allowing opponents to 
convert at a startling rate of 47.9 percent. 
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AGGIES RECRUITING 2006 


Michael Goodson, RB 

The running back position was a big need in 2006 which is evident 
with the four signees. However, Goodson, a 6-0, 205-pound speedster 
followed the saying “best for last.” Goodson, a Rivals100 member, 
chose the Aggies over Miami and Southern Cal in late January. 


Anthony Lewis, LB 

Adding instant-impact depth to the linebacker spot was definitely 
highlighted by Lewis. The Rivals100 member is fast off the outside 
and hits with reckless abandon. Rated as the No. 8 outside linebacker 
in the country, Lewis should come in and make for good competition. 


Jordan Pugh, DB 

One of the best cover corners in the state should come in looking for a 
starting spot in the defensive backfield. Pugh, a four-star rated player, 
picked the Aggies over scholarship offers from Alabama, Louisville, 
Nebraska, Purdue, Texas Tech, and lowa State. The NIKE Training Camp 
was the turning point for Pugh posting solid numbers during that event. 


FSF SIEMLONMEFRRS OF MFI T 


Pos. Hr.,Wrt. Stars HomeTown Scuoot 
BASTON, Jonathan DB 6-2,199 oo Cisco, TX Cisco JC 


NJCAA Defensive Player of the Year. ... Had eight interceptions and returned two for 
touchdowns. ... Averaged 30.8 yards per interception return. 


BEYER, Coty WR 61,175 6°O Smithson Valley, TX Smithson Valley 
Enrolled for spring semester. ... Two-time All-District. ... Caught 15 passes for 786 yards 
and four touchdowns as a senior. ... Had 975 receiving yards and 10 TDs as a junior. 


BROWN, Kenny WR 63,197 ooo Oklahoma City Putnam City No. 
Rivals.com's No. 13 recruit in Oklahoma. ... Caught 63 passes for 861 yards and 
10 touchdowns. ... Also had four interceptions on defense. ... Set school record with 
13 catches in a game as a senior. 


CAFLISCH, Christian ATH 6-2,178 ooo San Antonio, TX Madison 
Threw for 1,507 yards and 15 touchdowns and rushed for 1,374 yards and nine touch- 
downs as a senior. ... Also returned two kickoffs for a TD. 


COOPER, Latreal RB 6-2,200 coo Cuero, TX Cuero 
Rivals.com's No. 31 running back. ... No. 77 recruit in Texas. ... Missed junior season 
due to a neck injury. ... Rushed for 1,498 yards and 24 touchdowns as a senior. 


DeGRATE, Torey WR 60,180 ©O© = Athens, TX Trinity Valley 


Rivals.com’s No. 57 overall junior college recruit. ... Signed with Texas A&M two years 


ago out of Waco (Texas). ... Led conference in receiving with 684 yards. 


DODGE, Mark LB 6-3, 200 Quincy, CA Feather River 
Rivals.com’s No. 63 overall junior recruit. ... Had 144 tackles last season. ... Enrolled for 
spring semester. ... Served four years in the U.S. Army. 


FLEURINOR, Pierre IB 60,180 o00 Wharton, TX Wharton 
Rivals.com's No. 39 outside linebacker. ... No. 95 recruit in Texas. ... Three-time 
All-District. ... Had two interceptions and two sacks as a senior. 


GOODSON, Michael RB 6-0,205 oooo Klein, Collins 
Rivals.com’s No. 32 overall recruit. ... No. 4 running back. ... No. 4 recruit in Texas. ... 
Averaged 9.8 yards per carry as a senior. ... Rushed for 973 yards in 2005. ... Mother 
was an Olympic sprinter. ... Father played basketball at Pittsburgh. 


JOHNSON, Jerrod ATH 6-6,219 ooo Humble, TX Humble 
Rivals.com's No. 31 athlete. ... No. 40 recruit in Texas. ... Also plans to play basketball 
at A&M. ... Father played for Aggies during the 1970s. 


LEWIS, Anthony LB 6-2, ©eoo — Haltom City, TX Haltom City 
Rivals.com’s No. 84 overall recruit. ... No. 8 outside linebacker. ... No. 13 recruit in 
Texas. ... Had 132 tackles and five sacks as a senior. ... Had 115 tackles, five sacks and 
three interceptions as a junior. 


Commitiments 
Average Stars 


666606 
OOGOS 


OGO6G06 ’ 


5 

i a 
Terence Met, WR 6660606 : 
Coming from a Texas high school that | Total Stars 65 


consistently puts out Division | stars, 
McCoy was very much under the radar MAE LED E) ea CONF: 6 
as a junior prospect. But at 6-3, 198 

pounds, it didn’t take people long to G07 (TEEDS 

notice. During his high school career, Taking up to five offensive linemen will be 
he split time at defensive back and a priority along with as many as two quar- 
receiver where he showed versatility. His — terbacks in the signing class. The defensive 
brother, Jamie McCoy, signed with the — jine and linebacker will also be top positions 
Aggies a year earlier, paving the way for of focus for A&M in 2007. The youth 
the younger sibling. Sharing time with at Texas A&M along the D-line and a late loss 


track and basketball in high school gave of Jinebacker targets in 2006 will force the 
him well-rounded athleticism and has — aggies to focus on those spots. 


A&M fans excited for his future. 


THE SLEEPER 


Stans HomeTown Scuoor 


McCOY, Terrence WR 63,198 ooo Midland, TX Lee 
Rivals.com’s No. 61 wide receiver. ... No. 68 recruit in Texas. ... Two-time All-District. 
... Brother of Texas A&M quarterback Jamie McCoy. ... Caught 43 passes for 735 yards 
and six touchdowns as a senior. 


NEAL, Jarius DB 63,218 ©ooo Decatur, MS East Central CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 27 overall junior college recruit. ... Had 64 tackles and six intercep- 
tions in first season as a safety in 2005. ... First-team All-Conference. 


PATTERSON, Lucas OL 65,290 coo Kingsville, TX King 
Rivals.com's No. 27 offensive tackle. ... No. 44 recruit in Texas. ... Father played for 
Texas A&M in 1979-80. ... Also had five sacks as a defensive lineman. 


PUGH, Jordan DB 5-11,177 oo@oo Plano, IX West 
Rivals.com’s No. 21 cornerback. ... No. 27 recruit in Texas. ... Had 52 tackles with five 
Interceptions as a senior. ... Also blocked a field goal. ... Intercepted three passes as 
a junior. ... All-State. 


RAY, Leslie DT 6-2,260 coo Midland, TX Lee 
Rivals.com’s No. 49 offensive tackle. ... No. 81 recruit in Texas. ... Two-time All-State. 
... Had 55 tackles and three sacks as a senior. 


SHANKLE, E.J. RB 5-10,180 ooo Lufkin, TX Lufkin 
Rivals.com’s No. 12 all-purpose back. ... No. 69 recruit in Texas. ... Caught 39 passes 
for 565 yards and three touchdowns. ... Rushed 42 times for 319 yards and five touch- 
downs, 


TARRANT, Comell RB 5-11,185 ooo Dallas Samuel 
Rivals.com's No. 39 running back. ... No. 84 recruit in Texas. ... Rushed 129 times for 
587 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior. 


THOMPSON, DeMaurier DB 6-0,175 ooo Dallas White 
Rivals.com’s No. 52 safety. ... All-State honorable mention. ... Three-time All-District, 
... Also runs track. 


TUPE, Misi 1B 61,285 ooo St. George, TX Dixie State CC 
Finalist for NJCAA Defensive Player of the Year. ... Had 94 tackles and five sacks last 
season. ... Signed with Utah out of high school. 


WILLIAMS, Coty DE 64,235 ooo Longview, TX Longview 
Rivals.com’s No. 35 strongside defensive end. ... No. 60 recruit in Texas. ... Had 47 
tackles as a senior and 11 tackles for a loss. ... Second-team All-State. 
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lndividual Stats 


Pos. Ht. Wr. Crass Hometown 


24 CHRIS ALEXANDER RB 
8 MATT ALMARAZ DB 5-10 198 San Antonio 


5-11 Jr __ Humble 


. Hr. Wr. Crass Hometown 


STEPHEN HODGE 
JASON JACK 


Richardson 
Humble 


41 _ DAVID ANDERSON RB 5-9 188 Sr Plano 
40 BRANDON ARINGTON RB 5-9 195 So 
35 _ JEREMY AXEL RB 5-11 235 Jr 
71 BABALOLA OL 6-4 308 %S% 


JEFF KARR 9 
AND TE 6-3 235 F 


Richardson 
Fr__ Dallas 
Fr__ Liberty Hill 
ALEX KOTZUR OL 6-5 290 Houston 


TYLER KOCIUBA 6-0 191 


27 RICHIE BEAN P/K 6-0 180 

3__MARTELLUS BENNETT TE 6-7 248 So 
11__ MICHAEL BENNETT DL 6-4 263 So 
88 CODY BEYER WR 6-1 180 Fr 
9 BEN BITNER DB 5-4 166 Jr Round Rock 


Marrero, LA 
Alief 
Alief 
San Antonio 


Sr 

MATTHEW LAFON DB 5-10 200 Sr _ Magnolia 
55 _ NICK LAMANTIA 1B 6-1 227 So Edinburg 

11 JORVORSKIELANE RB 5-11 274 So Lufkin 


21__ DAVID LATHAM DB 6-2 206 So Coffeyville 


BRANDON LEONE RB 6-0 223 Sr _ Conroe 


37 __ STEPHEN BLAZEK LB 6-1 218 So Bellville 


COURTNEY LEWIS RB 6-0 204 Houston 


39 GREG BOOTHE RB_ 6-1 221 Sr__LaGrange 
44 —_ JUSTIN BRANTLY P 6-3 (231 so Sealy 


19 TY BRANYON QB 6-3 213 Austin 
85 BLAINE BRAWLEY WR 6-0 178 Jasper 


DANIEL MACH WR 5-11 198 Garland 
ERIC MANN LB 6-2 231 Jr Webster 
NURAHDA MANNING LB 6-3 247 Sr__ Bay City 
KEVIN MATTHEWS OL 6-3 296 Fr Sugar Land 


48 _ARKEITH BROWN DB 6-0 175 El Campo 


JAMIE MCCOY QB 6-2 216 Fr _ Midland 


28 _JAPHUS BROWN DB 5-11 203 Edna 
46 _ JEREMY BROWN WR 6-2 203 Fort Worth 
6 _ PIERRE BROWN WR 6-1 203 Duncanville 


STEPHEN MCGEE QB 6-3 207 So Burnet 


34 _ TIM MCKAY LB 6-0 216 Jr__ Texas City 
96 WILLIAM MORRISEY DL 6-2 359 So __ Silsbee 


66 _ KEVIN BRYAN OL 6-2 290 Lufkin 
85 _ RED BRYANT DL 6-5 330 Jasper 
30 _ CHEVAR BRYSON DB 6-0 186 Midland 


5 HOWARD MORROW WR 6-0 215 So Keller 


68 KYLE NAIL OL 6-0 262 Jr__Daingerfield 
32 __ LAYNE NEUMANN PLK 6-0 175 Sr Hondo 


33 MELVIN BULLITT DB 6-1 204 Garland 
80 LORENZO CALLOWAY WR 5-10 167 Houston 
40 JARRET CANTU LB 6-2 222 


McAllen 


20 BROCK NEWTON DB 1189 Jr __ Fort Worth 
49 _ CYRIL OBIOZOR DL 270 So __ Pearland 
38 __ RYAN O'BRYANT RB 5-11 227‘ Fr_ Houston 


13 MARQUISCARPENTER DB 6-0 179 
69 _ EVAN CARSON DL 5-11 202 
49 ANTHONY CARTER WR 6-1 196 
5 JORDAN CHAMBLESS DB 6-1 208 
54 COREY CLARK OL 6-6 311 


Melbourne, FL 
Lucas 
Jacksboro 


Corpus Christi 
Spring Branch 


58 ALEX OTT OL 6-4 276 Jr__ Albuquerque, NM 
65 _ JOSEPH PARRISH OL 6-0 246  Sr__ Kingwood 
82 ANTONIO PERRY WR 6-1 175 Fr Hammond, LA 


27 JORDAN PETERSON DB 5-10 192 Fr_ Lexington 
J. POND OL 6-5 317 _Sr_Abilene 


20 _ MICHAEL COREY WR 6-3 209 Delta, UT 


JASON RAY WR_ 6-4 202 Jr__ McGregor 


38 _ CHRIS CURIEL DB 6-0 196 
47 __ CORY DAVIS DS 6-0 256 
37 __ KYLE DAVIS K_ 6-0 183 


San Antonio 
Conroe 
Midland 


BRYCE REED DL 6-1 304 Dallas 
JODIE RICHARDSON LB 224 Duncanville 
DUSTY RIEWE LB 228 Elgin 


31 _DAVIDDELAFOSSE K 5-11 181 
77__ GRANT DICKEY OL 6-5 3 
16 ALTON DIXON DB 5-11 


Houston 


207 


Lufkin 


UTYDRICK RILEY WR 6-2 238 Crockett 
TREY ROSS 1B 6-3 220 Alief 
JOSH RUSSELL OL 4 337 Waxahachie 


50 _MARK DODGE 1B 6-2 


219 
53 DERRICK DUMAS 1B 6-1 217 


Yerington, NV 
" 


64 _ KIRK ELDER OL 6-4 312 


HUSANI SALLAH RB 170 Fr __ Houston 
T.J. SANDERS QB 211 _Jr__ Goddard, KS 
TRAVIS SAWTELLE _DB 177 t _ San Antonio 


61 JOHN FARQUHAR DL 6-7 28 of 
45 _RAWLEY FARRELL DB 6-0 195 Jr 
41 __MATT FEATHERSTON LB 6-2 250 Fr 


Round Rock 
East Bernard 
Poughkeepsie, NY 


TRAVIS SCHNEIDER _ OL 298 Bellville 
CHAD SCHROEDER _WR 181 r__ Austin 
MICHAEL SHUMARD OL 299 Fort Hood 


8 _ KERRY FRANKS WR 5-10 185 _Jr_ Orange 


CHRIS SMITH DL_ 6-5 270 Allen 


93 PAUL FREENEY DL Fr__Aldine 

79 ROBBIE FROST OL 6-6 304 Fr Houston 
86 AMOS GBUNBLEE TE 6-5 256 So Cypress 
89 _ ERIC GEORGE WR/K 6-0 161 Fr 


HENRY SMITH DL 6-3 318 Aliceville, AL 
26 _KEONDRA SMITH RB 5-9 207 Fr__‘Tyler 

BLAKE STEADMAN 1B 6-3 243 Houston 

EARVIN TAYLOR WR 6-3 244 Mission 


67 SAMGIESSELMANN DS 6-4 208 So Arlington 


SAMSON TAYLOR RB 205 Houston 


23 _ BRANDT GOEKE WR 6-0 170 So Brenham 


JOEY THOMAS TE Austin 


34 MARCUS GOLD DB 5-7 180 Fr ining 


MARQUES THORNTON DL Houston 


44 _ WESTON GOOCH DB 6-0 197 
4 _ DANNY GORRER DB 6-0 182 
26 _ DEVIN GREGG DB 5-11 195 So 


RYAN VAUGHAN TE Hurst 
CODY WALLACE OL Cuero 
TERRANCE WARD WR_5- Wharton 


56 _LEE GRIMES OL 6-6 326 

17__ NATHAN HAILE LB 6-0 217 or 
52 JOHN HAMILTON LB 6-1 214 _So 
92 __CHRISHARRINGTON DL 6-5 263 = Jr 


Friona 
Belton 
Houston 


JUSTIN WARREN LB Tyler 
VINCENT WILLIAMS DL Dallas 
DREW WILLIAMSON WR Southlake 
MIKE WITTE DB Colleyville 


91 _KELLEN HEARD 


Wharton 


JEFF WOOD QB Houston 


25 CHARLES HEWITT Richmond 


or 


oowug 
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Tackles: 
Interceptions 
Sacks: Jolly 5 
Tackles for loss: 
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CHRIS YODER OL Houston 


Results 


NOTEBOOK 7 


ee A&M players were lost to season-ending 
injuries in 2005. The Aggies lost more than 
70 combined games, among scholarship players, 
because of injuries. 

The trend continued when backup offensive 
lineman Lee Grimes tore an ACL during the 
spring scrimmage. He is not expected to be ready 
for fall practices. 

But coach Dennis Franchione did say that 
some of the key performers who missed spring 
contact drills in an effort to fully recover from 
2005 injuries — players like defensive back 
Japhus Brown and wide receiver L’Tydrick Riley 
— should be ready for full contact in August. 

* When fall camp begins, A&M could have use 
of its new indoor practice facility. The 12th Man 
Foundation, A&M's athletic fundraising organiza- 
tion, received a $9 million lead gift from the 
Artie and Dorothy McFerrin family for the 
proposed $20 million facility. 

© Franchione redshirted all but four freshmen 
in his first two seasons at A&M. But due to 
injuries in 2005, he used nine true freshmen last 
year, including five who earned starts. 

“The best part about that is that those guys 
are sophomores now,” Franchione said. “We may 
have a few true freshmen who make a major 
impact this year, but I don’t anticipate as many 
(as last year).” 

*® Franchione’s 2006 Leadership Council, 
an advisory group the coach has utilized since 
his days as a head coach at New Mexico, are: 
quarterback Ty Branyon, defensive lineman 
Red Bryant, defensive back Melvin Bullitt, 
linebacker Mark Dodge, offensive lineman Kirk 
Elder, defensive back Devin Gregg, defensive 
lineman Chris Harrington, linebacker Nick 
LaMantia, quarterback Stephen McGee, wide 
receiver L'Tydrick Riley, wide receiver Chad 
Schroeder, wide receiver Earvin Taylor, 
offensive lineman Cody Wallace and linebacker 
Justin Warren. 

¢ Senior safety Melvin Bullitt said it didn’t 
take long to notice an attitude difference on 
defense during the spring. “We had guys last 
year who were hoping someone else would make 
the tackle or interception,” Bullitt said. “This 
spring, we had everyone trying to get to the 
ball, trying to get their names in the paper.” 
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MELVIN BULLITT 


“We know our ability to improve this 
year will be largely based on the improve- 
ment of our defense,” Franchione said. 

Based on experience and improved 
speed, the 2006 version should be better 
than the one that finished 107th national- 
ly in total defense last year. How much bet- 
ter will go a long way toward determining 
whether A&M will be a contender for 
a minor bowl or for the Big 12 South title. 

Defensive coordinator Gary Darnell 
will utilize a 4-2-5 alignment, and the 


secondary is filled with enough talented 
athletes to make the scheme work. The 
trio of safeties — Japhus Brown, Melvin 
Bullitt and Devin Gregg — provide plen- 
ty of playmaking potential, while speedy 
cornerbacks Marquis Carpenter and 
Danny Gorrer are steadily improving. 
The Aggies are thin at linebacker, 
although Justin Warren is a terrific athlete 
and a first-team All-Big 12 prospect after 
averaging nearly 10 tackles per game last 
season. The other starting spot could be 
manned by 25-year-old junior college trans- 
fer Mark Dodge, who previously served in 
the Presidential Honor Guard and was 
inside the Pentagon on Sept. 11, 2001. 
Junior Chris Harrington is a steady 
and dependable force along the defensive 
front, while Red Bryant and Jason Jack 
— when healthy — feature star potential. 
Sophomore Michael Bennett is a promis- 


ing youngster at defensive end. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The return game has been virtually 
non-existent the past two years. A&M 
ranked 116th nationally in’ kickoff 
returns in 2004, and only improved to 
109th last season. Franchione is hopeful 
speedsters like Kerry Franks, Howard 
Morrow and Pierre Brown can provide 
significant improvement. 

The Aggies also are hoping either Layne 
Neumann or Richie Bean can fill the 
dependable shoes of four-year place-kicker 
Todd Pegram, who set the school record for 
career field goal accuracy (74.7 percent). 


The one proven area on special teams 


| Texas ABM’s Winning Trend 1996-2005 
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"BEST 


| is impressive in all of those 


™BRAIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


QB Stephen McGee 

It's not about numbers, 
40-yard dash times, arm } 
strength or bench press 
maximums, although McGee 


areas. What defines him are 
the intangible qualities. 
He's as tough as a boot, and 
he truly inspires his team- | 
mates, which was obvious 
when he took over against 


_ Oklahoma and Texas. ... He completed 24 of 53 
_ passes last season, and is expected to improve 


on that accuracy. ... McGee's running skills were 
evident, as he carried 43 times for 235 yards. 


EMERGING STAR 


TE Martellus Bennett 

The outspoken and engag- 
ing Bennett caught 18 pass- 
es for 162 yards and three 
touchdowns last year as 
a true freshman. Then he 
helped the Aggie basketball 
team earn its first NCAA 
Tournament invitation since 
1987. ... With a year's expe- | 
rience, the 6-7 Bennett is 
poised for a breakout sea- 
son. He's a pure athlete and a constant source of 
entertainment — on the fields and courts and off. 


TOP NELUCOMER 


RB Mike Goodson 

Linebackers Mark Dodge 
and Anthony Lewis are 
prime candidates here, but 
the nod goes to Goodson 
because of the multiple 
skills he brings to the line- 
up. ... At Klein (Texas) 
Collins High School, 
Goodson battled an ankle 
injury and missed most of 
the team’s first four games 
last fall. But he still finished with 973 yards and 
eight touchdowns on just 99 carries. ... He was 
one of the most impressive players at the U.S. 
Army All-American Bowl in San Antonio. By the 
end of the season, don’t be surprised if Goodson 
is the featured back in A&M's attack. 
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is punter Justin Brantly, who broke Shane 


Lechler’s freshman school record by aver- 


ale |S 


aging 43.2 yards per attempt. 


STEPHEN McGEE 
4 


\ ry 


a dash to the car in a store parking lot 
in an attempt to beat her driven 
boyfriend in a footrace. 

McGee gave her a nice head start, 
but then he won the race. At least 
that’s his version of the story. | | 

i} 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 

Texas A&M will undoubtedly take a 
beating from the media for its non-con- 
ference schedule. But after playing the 
likes of Utah, Virginia Tech, Pittsburgh 


Whether it’s racing my girlfriend to and Clemson in his first three seasons at 


the car when we leave Wal-Mart, or if 
it’s a ping-pong game, I love to com- } 
pete,” McGee said. j Citadel, Louisiana-Lafayette, Army (in 
“That’s my trademark. I hate to 
lose more than I like to win. That's t 
just the competitive side of me com- 
ing out, and I love to compete in 
every situation.” 
McGee is also his harshest critic. 
When Reggie McNeal was injured in 
the third quarter at Oklahoma, McGee 
twice rallied the Aggies to within six 


A&M, Franchione makes no apologies 
for this year’s slate that features The 


San Antonio) and Louisiana Tech. 
“The thing you can see is that we don't 
have to open the season on the road at 


Clemson or on the road at Utah,” 
Franchione said. “It is, by far, the best start- 
ing schedule we've had in terms of not hay- 
ing to play a premier team on the road.” 


The conference race heats up quickly, 


Photo by Robert Seale/Sporting News 


Ready to Compete 
in Any Situation 


One of Stephen McGee’s most 
endearing qualities is that he never 
takes a practice or a play off. He 
never loafs; never coasts. 

The 6-3 sophomore plays every 
snap like it might be his last, savor- 
ing every opportunity to compete at 
maximum effort on the field. Off the 
field, as well. 

That all-encompassing competitive 
drive has quickly won the respect of 
McGee's teammates. But it hasn't 
won him any brownie points with his 
girlfriend, who spontaneously made 
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points in what eventually was a 36-30 
loss. Then, in his first career start 
against eventual national champion 
Texas, McGee's grit gave the Aggies 
a third-quarter lead and kept A&M 
within striking distance until late in 
the fourth quarter. 

But if you ask McGee about those 
performances, don’t expect glowing 
reviews. 

“We got beat in those two games, 
and that’s the end of the story,” McGee 
said. 

“Tt wasn't good enough, and you've 
got to get better from it and learn 
what you can do to win. Ill take the 
worst game of my life and a one-point 
win any day over the best game of my 
life and a one-point loss. 

“It's all about winning and playing 
together. The bottom line is that I'm 
0-1 as a starter right now and we were 
5-6 last year. We've got to get this 
thing where we need it to be.” 

His record as a starting quarterback 
will soon improve. McGee likely lead 
the Aggies back to a bowl game this 
season. He certainly won't allow A&M 
to look past any opponent. His girl- 
friend would attest to that. 


a OE 


SS 
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ee 


as the Aggies play host to Texas Tech in 
the Big 12 opener. A&M also gets 
Oklahoma and Nebraska at home, while 
the road schedule is manageable, with 
games at Kansas, Oklahoma State and 
Baylor before ending the year at Texas. 


— Rusty Burson 


Pp eed Ve | | 


Sept. 2 


Sept.9 | LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 


THE CITADEL 


Sept. 16 vs. Army (San Antonio) 


KG On eno tke ae hn nee 


Sept. 23 LOUISIANA TECH 
“Sept.30 | +—S-‘ TEXAS TECH ~ 
“Oct.7 ~~ at Kansas ~~ 
“Oct.14 ~— MISSOURI 
“Oct.21 at Oklahoma State — 

Oct. 28 at Baylor 
“No.4 ~——OKLAHOMA — 
“Nov.11 ~~“ NEBRASKA 
“Nov.24 at Texas 
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This card can stop a bullet. 


It's only a piece of paper, but 
that little card up there carries 
a lot of weight. Keeping millions 
of kids off drugs, out of gangs 
and in school. To learn how you 
can help the Boys & Girls Clubs, 
call: 1-800-854-Club. 


The Positive Place For Kids | 


TEXAS 


AT A GLANCE 


9-3 overall, 6-2 Big 12 (2nd, South) 


Mike Leach — At Texas Tech and 
| overall: 48-28, 6 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
) 15; 8 offense, 5 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


» WR Joel Filani, WR Jarrett Hicks, 

WR Robert Johnson, WR Danny Amendola, 
| OL Manuel Ramirez, LB Keyunta Dawson, 

| LB Fletcher Session, CB Antonio Huffman 


_ PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


With four outstanding receivers and 
Leach’s proven passing system, the 

| Raiders once again will produce gaudy 
numbers through the air, regardless of 

| who starts at quarterback. The defensive 
) front seven, led by Keyunta Dawson and 
| Fletcher Session, can also go toe-to-toe 

| with practically any opponent. 


~ POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Losing RB Taurean Henderson could leave 
a gaping hole. The secondary lost three 

starters, and that unit could be a source 
of problems. 


RB Taurean Henderson, QB Cody Hodges, 
SS Vincent Meeks, FS Dwayne Slay, 
CB Khalid Naziruddin 


The offense will once again be high- 
octane and highly entertaining; that’s 

a given. If the secondary can quickly and 
adequately replace three starters, the 
underrated defense should be strong 
enough to keep the Raiders in any game. 
But the key to Tech making a serious 
push at a league title and BCS berth will 
be its ability to perform well on the road. 


TECH RED RAIDERS 


TEXAS 


. 
a ary ~~ 


For more coverage of the Red Raiders, visit weuw.texastechrivals.com 
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BCS or Bust: Red Raiders Primed for Next Step 


Early last December, Texas Tech's foot- 
ball program and its one-of-a-kind head 
coach Mike Leach were featured in a 
monstrous article in — of all publications 
— The New York Times. 

The author of the article, Michael 
Lewis, used more than 8,600 words to 
paint an elaborate picture of Leach’s 


peculiar perspectives and influence on the 


game — particularly the passing game. 

But the lengthy story could be 
summed up succinctly: Leach marches to 
the beat of a different drummer. Always 
has. Always will. 

Ic’s just that now, after leading Tech to 
six consecutive bowl games, overseeing 
the nation’s leading passing attack in each 
of the past four years and appearing in 
the Big Apple's premier print, Leach is no 
longer Lubbock’s little well-kept secret. 

He’s national. 

Likewise, the Red Raiders are intent 
on taking their game to the national 
headline level. Winning nine games last 
season earned Tech its first post-New 
Year’s Eve bowl invitation since 1995 and 
just the second for the school since 1965. 

Still, the January appearance had 
a decidedly regional feeling to it since the 
Raiders were in Dallas’ Cotton Bowl. 
Then, in the aftermath of Tech’s 13-10 
loss to Alabama, the Raiders watched in- 
state rival Texas upend USC to claim the 
national championship. 

That experience hammered home 
a thought that was already running 
through the minds of many of the Tech 
players: BCS or bust in 2006. 


“To see what Texas did this past year 


and to know that they have to come to 
our place this year gets you thinking,” 
Texas Tech wide receiver/punt returner 
Danny Amendola said. 

“We've taken some big steps in the 
right direction the past couple of years, 
and we feel like we're building something 
really special.” 

How special? 

“We're not just hoping to get back to 
a bowl this year,” said linebacker Fletcher 
Session. “We're working every day toward 
a BCS berth. That's what we're all about. 
It’s time for us to really step it up and take 
our game to the next level.” 

That thought probably defies conven- 
tional wisdom. But that’s also what Leach 
is all about. 

Tech must plug some significant holes 
(the Raiders need to replace a quarterback 
once again) and survive some serious road 
tests before it can even begin to focus on 
battling Texas for a possible shot at the 
conference crown. 

That 


Nevertheless, it’s apparent that these 


might be a_ long shot. 
Raiders are no longer merely a regional 
presence. They’re on the verge of becom- 


ing national headliners. 


OFFENSE 


Leach didn’t earn his eccentric reputa- 
tion overnight. He has earned it the hard 
way, through years of steadily and readily 
going against the norm. 

For example, many head coaches labor 
all spring to determine an accurate depth 
chart, especially at quarterback. But 


Leach has little use for post-spring two- 
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deep charts, especially at quarterback. 

So, for yet another year, the Raiders 
entered the summer with no definitive 
starter at quarterback. But Tech fans are 
hardly worried. In the past four seasons, 
the Raiders have used four different start- 
ing quarterbacks (Kliff Kingsbury, B.J. 
Symons, Sonny Cumbie and Cody 
Hodges). With each new marksman, the 
result has been the same: Tech leads the 
nation in passing. 

Things shouldn't change much this 
year. Regardless of whether it’s sophomore 
Graham Harrell or redshirt freshman 
Chris Todd who eventually assumes con- 
trol of the Raiders’ high-powered reins, 
Tech should — again — have one of the 
nation’s most feared passing attacks. 

In fact, Harrell and Todd bring more 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 107.0 ypg rushing (11th Big 12/104th NCAA), 388.8 yng passing (1st/1st), 495.8 ypg total offense (2nd/6th), 39.4 png (2nd/4th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Graham Harrell So. Completed 67 percent last year (37 of 55) as a backup. Chris Todd, Fr. 

RB Shannon Woods So. Potentially explosive ... but rather inexperienced. Kobey Lewis, Fr. 
WR Jarrett Hicks“ Sr. Already holds school record for TD catches with 28. Todd Walker, So. 
WR Joel Filani* Sr. Averaged team-high 15.5 yards per catch in 05. Edward Britton, Fr. 
WR Robert Johnson* Sr. Former top juco QB led team with 67 catches last year. Grant Walker, Jr. 
$8 Danny Amendola* Jr. Quick and elusive; averaged 9.8 yards on punt returns. L.A. Reed, So. 

LT Glenn January* Sr. At 6-7, his reach is even longer than his hair. Marlon Winn, Fr. 
LG Louis Vasquez Fr. Played in five games as true freshman. Ofa Mohetau, Jr. 

C Brandon Jones* Sr. Quick and solid in pass protection. Josh Aleman, So. 
RG Manuel Ramirez” Sr. _Hard-nosed leader of the offensive line. Brandon Carter, Fr. 
RT Gabe Hall* Sr. Former tight end has very quick feet. Andrew Johnson, Fr. 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 165.4 ypy rushing (10th Big 12/67th NCAA), 180.4 ypg passing (2nd/15th), 335.8 yng total defense (5th/30th), 18.8 ppg (2nd/18th) 


POS STARTER YR COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE  McKinner Dixon* So. Earned Freshman All-American honors in ‘05 (six TFLs). Jared Williams, So. 
NT — Chris Hudler* Sr. A vocal and physical leader up front. Brian Jones, So. 
DT Ken Scott* Sr. Has 80 career tackles and three sacks. Dek Bake, Sr. 

DE — Seth Nitschmann Sr. Back after season-ending injury in '05; 44 tackles in 04. Tyler Yenzer, Jr. 

LB Fletcher Session” Sr. __ Leading returning tackler with 81, Brent Slaughter, Sr. 
LB Brock Stratton Jr. Dependable run-stopper in the middle. Paul Williams, Jr. 
LB Keyunta Dawson Sr. _ Last year's big-play end is now a rush linebacker. Kellen Tillman, Sr. 
CB Antonio Huffman* Sr. Only returning starter in the secondary. Marcus Bunton, So. 
CB Chris Parker Jr Had 19 tackles and five passes broken up asa reserve. Brent Nickerson, Fr 
SS Joe Garcia Jr. Special teams star is ready to start. Anthony Hines, So. 
FS _Darcel McBath So, Former cornerback is a big-hitter at free safety. Lance Fuller, So. 
“Returning starter 


impressive credentials to the lineup than 
most of their predecessors. Harrell ran a 
spread attack in high school, passing for 
4,825 yards and 67 touchdowns as a senior. 
‘Todd also was a prized prospect after throw- 
ing for 10,768 yards in his high school career. 

Either quarterback will benefit from 
the return of one of the nation’s finest col- 
lections of receivers. Robert Johnson, Joel 
Filani and Jarrett Hicks combined to 
catch 197 passes last fall. 

Johnson, the 2005 Big 12 Offensive 
Newcomer of the Year, led the team with 
67 receptions last year, while Hicks 
already owns the school record for career 
receiving touchdowns with 28. And Filani 
might have been the best of the bunch, 
averaging 15.5 yards per catch last season. 
Danny Amendola is also an extremely 


entertaining and game-breaking presence. 

Tech’s offensive line, led by All-Big 12 
candidates Manuel Ramirez and Glenn 
January, is solid. Although it will be diffi- 
cult to replace record-setting Taurean 
Henderson in the backfield, Shannon 
Woods, Taurance Rawls and Kobey Lewis 


do possess big-play skills. 


DEFENSE 


The defensive line is deep enough that 
the Raiders moved perhaps their biggest 
defensive star (Keyunta Dawson) from 
rush end to outside linebacker. 

Dawson, an All-Big 12 performer last 
year who has 13.5 career sacks, made 
a relatively smooth transition during the 
spring, helping to make the front seven 


an imposing and explosive unit. 
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Michael Crabtree, ATH 

Being the best athlete on his Dallas Carter team, the 6-1, 190-pound 
Crabtree played quarterback but has a bright future as a receiver at the 
next level. Crabtree was a Rivals250 selection. He had 15 total touch- 
downs through the air and on the ground as a junior. Crabtree should 
get a chance to earn a spot right away. 


Jamar Wall, ATH 

Wall was an all-around performer for Plainview starting his 
junior year. With the chance to play running back at Tech, Wall should 
fight for a spot come fall. The running back situation for the Red 
Raiders is somewhat open for competition and the 5-10, 180-pounder 
will get a big look. 


: a Baron Batch, RB 

} The recruitment of Batch was a full force job for the Tech staff, but his 
a addition to the class adds more depth to the running back position. 
Sa! His senior year was well-noticed by several programs after rushing for 
more than 2,000 yards and 30 touchdowns. Watch out for the in-state 
runner to make an early impact. 


Ss. Hr, Wr. Stars HomeTown Scnoot 
OL 6-5,285 oo Huntsville, TX — Huntsville 


All-State honorable mention. ... First-team All-District. 


BATCH, Baron RB 5-10,199 ooo Midland, TX Midland 
Rivals.com’s No. 23 running back. ... No. 47 recruit in Texas. ... Rushed for 2,005 yards 
and 28 touchdowns as a senior. 


BAZIEL, Dewayne DE 6-3,233 ooo Galveston, TX Ball 


Rivals.com's No. 43 weakside defensive end. ... Had 6.5 sacks as a senior. 


BRUMIT, Buddy OL 63,285 ooo Garland, TX Garland 


Rivals.com’s No. 33 offensive guard. ... No. 82 recruit in Texas. 
COLLIER, Blake IB 62,208 ooo dustin, TX Northwest 


Rivals.com’s No. 28 inside linebacker. ... No. 85 recruit in Texas. ... Had 72 tackles and 
three interceptions as a senior. 


CRABTREE, Michael ATH 6-1,199 Oooo Dallas Carter 
Rivals250 member. ... No. 16 athlete. ... No. 22 recruit in Texas. ... Passed for 870 yards 
and ran for 646 as quarterback. 


CRAWFORD, Jocques RB 5-11,208 oo Cordova, TN Cordova 
Rivals.com’s No. 45 running back. ... No. 18 recruit in Tennessee. ... Played only for 
games in 2005. 


DAVIS, Ben OL 6-8,292 oo Boeme, TX Boeme 
Boerne rushed for 256 yards per game. 


DUGGINS, Tyler OL 66,265 oo lowa Park, TX —lowa Park 


First-team All-District as a junior. 


DUNCAN, Brian 1B 6-2,228 ooo _ Baton Rouge, LA Tara 


Rivals.com’s No. 37 inside linebacker. ... No. 22 recruit in Louisiana. ... First-team All-State. 


ESTELLE, Sean DE 63,24 ooo Missouri City, TX Ft Bend Marshall 


Rivals.com’s No. 52 strongside defensive end. ... Two-time first-team All-District. 


HARRIS, Steven DB 5-11,180 ooo Lewisville, 1X Hebron 


District co-defensive Player of the Year. ... Had six interceptions in the state playoffs. 


HENLEY, Ra’Jon DT 63,250 ooo Galveston, TX Ball 


Rivals.com’s No. 38 defensive tackle. ... No. 58 recruit in Texas. ... Had five sacks as a senior. 


HEWITT, Leonard DB 5-10,175 oo oe Lufkin, TX Lufkin 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No, 8 safety. ... No. 24 recruit in Texas. 


HOLLINS, Jonathan DE 6-3,228 ooo Baton Rouge, LA Redemptorist 
Rivals.com’'s No. 38 weakside defensive end. ... No. 18 recruit in Louisiana. ... Had 
seven sacks in 2005. 


HOWARD, Julius LB 6-0, ooo Irving, TX Nimitz 
Rivals.com’s No. 50 inside linebacker. ... All-State honorable mention. 


JAMES, Adam TE 65,230 ooo Celina, TX Celina 
Enrolled for spring semester. ... Caught 24 passes for 374 yards and four touchdowns as 
a senior. 


RED RAIDERS RECRUITING 2006 


Julius Howard, LB 

Certainly not the biggest linebacker for 
the class of 2006, Howard has all the 
talent to be great at the next level. 
The three-star rated 6-0, 220 pound 
prospect started picking up interest late 
in the process. Offers followed from 
several programs as Howard's film 
began making its way around to different 
programs. His 62-tackle performance 
through only four games as a junior put 
him on the map. Howard should thrive 
after a redshirt year and really make his 
mark at Tech as his career goes forward. 


JOHNSON, Daniel DB 6-3, 195 


Committments 
Average Stars 


OO666 
OO606 


OO666 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 26 Big 12: 6 


LOOT (7EEDS 


As usual, Tech will be looking for quarter- 
backs to add depth behind Graham Harrell 
and Chris Todd. Some heavy talent will leave 
at receiver meaning the Red Raiders will look 
far and wide for talented pass-catchers. 
The switch in the base defense will directly 
impact the need for linebackers. They'll also 
look to add specific players to the defensive 
backfield. 


Stans HomeTown Scuoot 


ecco Houston Spring Woods 


Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 13 safety. ... No. 36 recruit in Texas. ... Missed 


most of 2005 with an injury. 


JONES, Richard DT 6-0, 265 


ooo La Marque, TX La Marque 


Rivals.com's No. 50 defensive tackle. ... No. 83 recruit in Texas. 


LEONG, Lyle WR 6-2, 158 


oo Abilene, TX Abilene 


Enrolled for spring semester. ... First-team All-State. ... Had 1,250 receiving yards and 


12 touchdowns. 


LOTT, Dimitri OL 62,271 


0°00 Missouri City, TX Ft Bend Marshall 


Rivals.com’s No, 42 offensive guard. ... First-team All-State. 


MARSHALL, Broderick DT 6-5, 260 


oo Austin, TX McCallum 


District defensive MVP. ... Had three sacks as a senior. 


MITCHEM, Franklin DB 6-3, 200 


000 Klein, TX Collins 


Rivals.com’s No. 39 safety. ... No. 86 recruit in Texas 


MOHETAU, Ofa OL 6-3, 340 


©000 Visalia, CA College of Sequoias 


Rivals.com’s No. 10 overall junior college recruit. ... Rivals.com’s No, 1 offensive guard 
out of high school in 2003. ... Started eight games as a true freshman at BYU. 


MOORE, LaRon DB 5-9, 179 


600 Midwest City, OK Midwest City 


Rivals.com’s No. 36 cornerback. ... No. 11 recruit in Oklahoma. ... USA Today second- 


team All-American. 


OLSON, Chris OL 6-5, 280 


Rivals.com's No. 35 offensive tackle. ... No. 75 recruit in Texas. ... All-State. 


POTTS, Taylor QB 6-5, 210 


ooo Dallas Highland Park 


e000 Abilene, TX Abilene 


Rivals.com’s No. 13 pro-style quarterback. ... No. 45 recruit in Texas. ... Completed 230 
of 332 passes for 3,155 yards and 23 touchdowns as a senior. 


REESE, Adrian TE 6-6, 205 


000 Longview, TX Longview 


Rivals.com’s No. 47 tight end. ... Caught 15 passes for 359 yards and two touchdowns as 


a senior. 


REILLY, Trevor 1B 6-5, 200 


oo San Diego Valley Central 


Will serve two-year Mormon mission before enrolling at Tech. 


ROUT, Jarell DB 6-0, 187 


oo Texas City, TX Texas City 


All-State honorable mention. ... Also played running back and wide receiver. 


WALL, Jamar ATH 5-10,180 ooo Plainview, TX — Plainview 
Rivals.com’s No. 37 athlete. ... No. 55 recruit in Texas. ... Recruited as a cornerback. 
... Rushed for 2,735 yards and 42 touchdowns as a senior. 


WARD, Dan'Tay DT 6-2, 291 


000 Waco, TX Waco 


Rivals.com’s No. 66 defensive tackle. ... First-team All-District. ... Four sacks as a senior. 


WILLIAMS, Brandon = DE 6-3, 245 


oo Fort Worth, TX South Hill 


Had 102 tackles and 11 sacks as a senior. ... First-team All-District. 


WILLIAMS, Marion LB 5-11,209 coe Pflugerville, TX Pflugerville 


Rivals.com’s No. 43 inside linebacker. ... Had 86 tackles and 500 rushing yards as a senior. 
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20 DANNY AMENDOLA IR 5-11 176 
ADRIAN ARCHIE OL 6-5 285 
3__THOMAS BACHMAN IR 5-9 185 


DE 6-4 239 
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a 
Fr 
Jt 


Fr 


72__ JOSH ALEMAN C_6-3:308 So Sherman 


The Woodlands 
Huntsville 
Shreveport, LA 


51 __ DEK BAKE DT 6-5 268 _Sr_Sacramento, CA 

66 _ CODY BAKER OL 6-5 287 So Rowlett 
BARON BATCH RB 5-10 190 _—Fr_ Midland 
DEWAYNE BAZIEL _LB 6-3 233 ‘Fr _ Galveston 

92 _ GRANT BERG K 6-5 198 So Houston 

61 MICHAEL BETTENHAUSEN DS 6-3. 259 Jr__- ano 

34 _ JUSTIN BRADLEY RB 5-7 185 _Jr__Artington 

27 EDWARD BRITTON WR 6-0 177 Fr El Paso 
BUDDY BRUMIT OL 6-3 285 Fr__ Garland 

28 MARCUS BUNTON CB _ 5-8 187 So __ Taylor 

75__ LANDON BURGE OL 6-3 290 fr Leander 

50 _ AUSTIN BURNS DS 5-10 238 Fr__Midland 

64 SHAWN BYRNES OL 6-3 318 Fr __ Phoenix, AZ 

60 BRANDONCARTER OL 6-6 351 Fr __Lonqvi 

10__DANIELCHARBONNET S 6-0 189 So The Woodlands 
BLAKE COLLIER IB 6-2 208 fr Justin 

13 JAMES CONWRIGHT CB 5-10 176 _Jr__ Lubbock 
MICHAEL CRABTREE WR 6-2 215 Fr Dallas 
JOCQUES CRAWFORD RB 5-11 208 Fr__ Cordova, IN 

8 CHRIS CRUZ S$ 5-11 213 Sr __ Lubbock 

85 _ CHRIS CUNIGAN WR 6-2 183 Fr __ Wills Point 
BEN DAVIS OL 6-8 292 Fr __Boeme 

96 _KEYUNTA DAWSON LB 6-2 248 Sr __ Shreveport, LA 

91 MCKINNER DIXON DE 6-3 265 So Lufkin 

87 _ MICHAEL DORSEY TR_ 6-5 234 Sr Arlington 
TYLER DUGGINS OL 6-7 275 _Fr__lowa Park 
BRIAN DUNCAN LB 6-2 228 Fr __ Baton Rouge, LA 

38 _LANEELUINBURG LB 6-1 209 Fr __Jacksboro 

14__K.J. ELLIS S62 207 _—‘*Fr_ Arlington 
SEAN ESTELLE DE 6-3 245 Fr_ Missouri Cit 

8 JOEL FILANI WR 6-3 214 St __ Phoenix, AZ 

37__ CORY FOWLER K 5-8 160 So __The Woodlands 

24 LANCE FULLER S__6-0 217 So Smithson Val 


13 BRIAN GALINDO K/P 5-10 169 Fr__San Antonio 


49 _ JOE GARCIA S 6-2 206 Jr Clovis, NM 
8 _J.3. GRIFFIN WR 5-10 206 So __Odessa 
50__ RYAN HALE LB 6-0 219 Fr __ Baytown 
78 GABE HALL OL 6-4 293 Sr __Lubbock 
7t__STEPHENHAMBY OL 6-3 271 _So__San Antonio 
39 _ TREY HAMPTON RB 5-11 221 _‘Fr_ Watauga 
6 GRAHAM HARRELL QB 6-3 197 So Ennis 
23__ RYAN HAYES RB 5-6 161 _-Fr__ Lubbock 
RAJON HENLEY DT 6-3 250 Fr __ Galveston 
LEONARD HEWNT DB 5-10175 —Fr_Lufkin 
88 JARRETT HICKS WR_ 6-3 208 Sr __Houston 
7 KELLY HILDEBRANDT IR 5-9 178 Jr __ Lubbock 
54 _ CHAD HILL 1B 5-11 219 jr _ Lubbock 


23 ANTHONY HINES S__6-1 236 So __ Denison 


25 LANDON HOEFER WR_6-0 197 Fr_ Abilene 
JONATHAN HOLLINS DE 6-3 228  Fr__Baton LA 

2 CATRON HOUSTON WR _5-11 183 So_ Houston 
JULIUS HOWARD IB 6-0 220 Fr i 

93 CHRIS HUDLER DL 6-3 289 Sr_ Mesquite 

36__ANTONIOHUFFMAN CB 5-11 179 Sr _Lovejoy, GA 

95 RASHAD HUNT DE 6-2 257 Fr__Lufkin 

52__ VICTOR HUNTER LB 5-11 251 Fr i 
ADAM JAMES TE 6-3 222) Fr Celina 

69 GLENN JANUARY OL 6-7 287 St_ Houston 

61 ANDREW JOHNSON OL 6-4 300 Fr __Houston 
DANIEL JOHNSON S_ 6-3 200 Fr__ Houston 

9 ROBERT JOHNSON IR 6-1 218 —Sr_ Americus, GA 

73 BRANDON JONES OL 6-3 309 Sr__ Keizer, OR 

90 BRIAN JONES DT 6-1 288 So __Everman 


Lewisville 


RICHARD JONES 
LYLE LEONG 
37__ KOBEY LEWIS 
68 ROSS LEWIS 
59 TY LINDER 
DIMITRI LOTT 
73 NICK MARQUEZ 


BRODERICK MARSHALL DT 6-4 278 


7__DARCEL MCBATH 


26 AUSTIN MICKELSON TE 6-3 251 
FRANKLIN MITCHEM =S_ 6-3 200 


OFA MOHETAU 
12__ ERIC MORRIS 

LARON MOORE 
33__ BRENT NICKERSON 


22 ALEX REYES 
31__ PETE RICHARDSON 


24 THOMAS RODGERS WR__6-3 205 


JARELL ROUTT 
27__ JORDY ROWLAND 
7__ RYAN ROWLAND 
29 DAVID SCHAEFER 
99 KEN SCOTT 
42__ FLETCHER SESSION 
53 CALEN SHEARER 


DT 62 265 Fr 
WR 6-2 168 Fr __ Abilene 
RB 5-6 167 Fr _ Abilene 
OL 6-2 293 Sr__Dallas 
1B 6-3 206 Jr Austin 
OL 6-2 271 _Fr__ Missouri Ci 
DL 6-2 274 Jr__Lubbock 
Fr Austin 
S__6-1 193 So __ Gainesville 
Fr ington 
Fr__ Klein 
OL 6-3 340 Jr Euless 
TR_5-9 174 So __Shallowater 
DB 5-9 179 Fr __ Midwest City, OK 
CB 60 i7i_ Fr i 
DE 6-4 246 St Christi 
OL 6-5 280 Fr_Dallas 
CB 5-11:177_ _Jr_ Dallas 
IR 5-10 173 Jr __San Antonio 
QB 6-5 210 Fr Abilene 
OL 6-4 328  Sr__ Houston 
DE 6-6 249 So Lawton, OK 
DE 6-1 220 Fr__ Midland 
RB 5-10 200 Jr_ Garland 
S$ 6-1 224 Jr _ ODonnell 
TR_6-2 203 So Conroe 
OL 6-6 273 So __Dalllas 
TE 6-6 205 Fr __Lonavi 
1B 6-5 200 Fr __San Diego, CA 
P_ 6-1 226 Sr_Allen 
RB 5-9 184 Fr __ Muskogee, OK 
1B 6-1 257 _Fr__ Houston 
P 5-11 209 Sr_San Antonio 
Fr__ Missouri Ci 
DB 6-0 187 Fr __Texas Ci 
S61 191 So Nazareth 
QB 6-3 202 Jr Midland 
TR_ 6-4 223 3r__ Cisco 
DL 6-2 327 Sr _ Newton 
IB 6-0 232 & 
1B 6-1 221 So __Austin 


11__ BRENT SLAUGHTER LB 6-1 209 Sr Wim 


77 __ DAVID SPRIGGS OL 6-3 269 Fr__— Pflugerville 


45 _ BROCK STRATION 
40__ NATHAN STONE 
79 _ GARY TAYLOR 

56 _ KELLEN TILLMAN 
13 CHRIS TODD 

14 _ KEITH TOOGOOD 
30 ALEX TRLICA 

65 LOUIS VASQUEZ 
34 __ LASHAWN VATION 


87 GERRID WARNER 
16 __ LOY WHITE 


BRANDON WILLIAMS DE 6-3 245 


77__ JARED WILLIAMS DE 6-5 252 So LaMarque 


MARLON WILLIAMS LB 5-11 209 


48 PAUL WILLIAMS 
67 __ MARLON WINN 


LB 5-11 228 _Jr__ San Antonio 
DB 5-8 165 Fr __Lubbock 
OL 6-6 235 Fr __Wolfforth 
LB 6-1 237 Sr Plano 
QB 6-3 201 Fr __Flizabethtown, KY 
K_ 6-1 179 St __Rowlett 
K 6-0 172 Jr_ Friendswood 
OL 6-6 335 Fr Corsicana 
S$ 5-9 170 Fr 7 
TR 6-1 187 —Jr_—~Plu 
BD 5-10 180 _Fr__ Plainview 
1B 5-11 201 Fr G i 
S60 177 _Fr__Fensacola, FL 
DT 6-2 293 Fr Waco 
DS 6-7 216 Jr __ Oak Harbor, WA 
S58 192 Jr etown 
Fr Fort Worth 
Fr__ Pf ille 
1B 6-1 221 =r T 
OL 6-6 309 Fr Waxahachie 


17__ JOSH WITHERSPOON, WR 6-1 208 = So__Wolfforth 


21 __ SHANNON WOODS 
89 TYLER YENZER 


RB 5-11 197 
DE 64 235 


So 
Jr Midland 


P\efensive tackle Chris Hudler was particular- 
L/ ly dominant in spring practices, and one of 
the keys to his success was his free-time focus. 

Hudler earned his undergraduate degree in 
exercise and sports science last December and 
took nine hours of graduate classes in sports 
management during the spring. The lighter class 
load allowed him to focus more on football. 

Hudler led the Red Raiders in 2005 with five 
quarterback hurries and three fumble recoveries. 

® Texas Tech's football stadium has undergone 
a name change, becoming Jones AT&T Stadium. 
The name change is a reflection of SBC 
Communications’ 2005 acquisition of AT&T and 
its decision to keep the AT&T name. The stadium 
had been called Jones SBC Stadium since 2000. 

* For the past 36 years, Texas Tech has played 
its home games on AstroTurf. This season, the 
Raiders will play on FieldTurf, a more grass-like 
synthetic surface that features better cushioning 
and causes less pounding on players’ bones and 
joints. 

* If Tech can score in its first three games this 
year, the Raiders will break the school record for 
most consecutive games without being shut out. 
Tech has scored in 104 consecutive games, dat- 
ing to October 1997. 

* Safeties coach Carlos Mainord said the 
competition to replace last year’s starters — 
Vincent Meeks at strong safety and Dwayne 
Slay at free safety — will continue into fall 
camp. 

Junior Joe Garcia and sophomore Anthony 
Hines are the top candidates at strong safety, 
while sophomores Lance Fuller and Darcel 
McBath are the leading prospects at free safety. 
Mainord said that none of those players stood 
above the rest during the spring. 

* Texas Tech isn’t counting on big things from 
a freshman walk-on defensive back. However, 
Nathan Stone might have a bright future. The 
speedy Stone was a running back at a tiny, Class 
2A high school (Roosevelt in Lubbock), but he 
made a strong impression on coaches during 
spring drills. 
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“The (switch) was good for me,” said 
Dawson, who dropped about 10 pounds 
from last season. “I love pursuing the ball, 
and (linebacker) is a little easier on my body.” 

Defensive linemen Seth Nitschmann 
and Dek Bake both missed 2005 because 
of season-ending injuries. But they 
should be mainstays in ’06. 

Nitschmann, who accounted for 
44 tackles, including 4.5 for loss in 2004, 
is moving to rush end, while the combi- 
nation of Bake, Chris Hudler, Ken Scott 


and Brian Jones likely will form the tack- 
le rotation. Hudler, who had five quarter- 
back hurries last fall, was particularly 
impressive in the spring, according to 
defensive tackles coach Ruffin McNeill. 

In addition to Dawson, Tech's line- 
backer corps features another outstanding 
playmaker in Fletcher Session, who con- 
tributed 81 tackles last year. Session fin- 
ished the year with a flurry, compiling 
29 stops in his final three games. 

The healthy return of middle line- 
backer Brock Stratton, who missed most 
of last year with an injury, solidifies 
a strong front seven. 

The big concerns are in the secondary, 
Meeks 


Dwayne Slay (114 tackles, eight forced 


where safeties Vincent and 
fumbles) have departed. Athletic corner- 
back Antonio Huffman returns to the 
fold, but the Raiders need players like 
Chris Parker, Joe Garcia, Lance Fuller, 
Anthony Hines and Darcel McBath to 


develop in a hurry. 


Texas Tech welcomes back a solid kick- 
ing game with punter Alex Reyes and 
place-kicker Alex Trlica. 

Reyes ranked sixth in the Big 12 (42.8 
yards per punt), although the Raiders were 
last in the league in net punting (32.3). 

Trlica is steady, converting 13 of 18 field 
goal attempts last year and all 115 of his 
career extra-point attempts. Tech also fin- 
ished second in the Big 12 (behind only 
Colorado with its high altitude) in terms of 
the most touchbacks by opponents (40). 
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It's difficult to single out 
any receiver in Tech's 
spread-the-wealth passing 
attack. But it’s also impossi- 
ble to overlook Hicks’ value 
to this team. In addition to 
catching 65 passes last year, 
Hicks already owns the 
school’s career touchdown 
receptions record with 28. 

Hicks ranks second 
nationally among current players with 2,525 
career receiving yards. ... He holds Tech’s single- 
season touchdown receptions record with 13 in 
2004. ... Hicks hauled in the game-tying touch- 
down in the’ closing minutes of the Cotton Bowl 
last January against Alabama. ... He's already 
a two-time first-team All-Big 12 honoree. 


Yes, we know that Dawson 
is already an established 
star, but he still gets the 
nod here because he’s at 
a new position, switching 
from defensive end to out- 
side linebacker. ... Dawson 
dropped 10 pounds since 
last season to improve his 
agility and speed. ... He 
ranks in Tech’s career top 
10 with 13.5 career sacks. ... Dawson had two 
sacks in the 2004 Holiday Bowl and four tackles 
and a pass breakup in the 2006 Cotton Bowl. 


The offensive line appears 
to be solid, but redshirt 
freshman Marlon Winn 
could figure prominently 
into Tech’s immediate plans 
because he can play either 
tackle position. ... The 6-6, 
309-pound Winn has an 
impressive reach and 
tremendous. athleticism. ... 
He has been timed at under 
5.0 seconds in the 40-yard dash, which was one 
of the primary reasons he was rated as one of the 
top 10 offensive line prep prospects in the state 
of Texas in the 2005 recruiting class. 
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DANNY AMENDOLA 


Healthy Now; Will 
Big Plays Return? 


Texas Tech receiver Danny 
Amendola doesn’t mind the compar- 
isons. In fact, he’s quite pleased to 
be mentioned in the same breath as 
Wes Welker, who left Lubbock in 
2003 as the most productive punt 
returner in college football history. 

But in all sincerity, Amendola says 
he doesn’t deserve the comparison. 
At least not yet. 

“It's an honor to be compared to 
him, especially since I’ve met him 
and seen that he’s a really good guy,” 
Amendola said of Welker, who has 
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played two seasons with the Miami 
Dolphins. 

“T've watched film and studied 
(Welker's) game. He’s a great football 
player, and he has such a knack for 
making plays. My goal is to be as good 
as Wes, but I'm not there yet.” 

He might be back on Welker’s fast 
track this year, though. 

In 2005, Amendola’s return num- 
bers dipped to 9.8 yards per punt 
return (seventh in the Big 12) and 
just 15.7 yards per kickoff return. 
Those were disappointing numbers for 
someone who burst onto the scene so 
prominently. 

In 2004, Amendola was a first-team 
All-Big 12 return specialist whose 
freshman numbers were better (12.8 
per punt return) than Welker’s or any 
other Tech freshman since 1985. He 
thrilled fans with a 90-yard punt 
return against Kansas State and 
sparked a comeback win against TCU 
with a 52-yard return. 

But Amendola did not look like 
himself last year as he played with 
pain in both knees throughout the 
Big 12 season. He still managed to 
return 32 punts and catch 34 passes, 
but he was not the same kind of 
explosive threat that reminded so 
many fans of Welker. 

This spring was a different story, 
though. 

“He came on in the spring,” Tech 
inside receivers coach Dana Holgorsen 
said. “He’s healthy; he’s stronger and 
faster than he was last year, and he'll 
give you his best on every play. He's 
back in top form.” 

Indeed, the 5-10 speedster could be 
back in the Welker mode, both as 
a returner and a receiver. 

“Danny and Wes remind me of each 
other because they’re both short, high 
intensity guys,” head coach Mike 
Leach said. “He was nicked up a lot 
last year, and he was a step slower. But 
as far as reliability, he’s real depend- 
able back there like Wes was. And now 
he’s healthy again.” 

So, let the comparisons to Welker 
resume in full force. 


The elusive Danny Amendola is one 
of the most dangerous punt return spe- 
cialists in the league, but Tech needs 
a boost in its kickoff returns after finish- 


ing 98th nationally last year. 


The Raiders’ BCS dreams will hinge 
on their ability to maneuver a road full of 
potential pitfalls. 

After opening the season at home against 
SMU, Tech hits the road to face a pair of 
2005 bowl participants in UTEP and TCU. 
The conference road trips — at Texas A&M, 
Colorado, Iowa State and Oklahoma — are 
certainly dangerous. Since Mike Leach 
became the head coach in 2000, Tech is 1-7 
against those four foes on the road. 

The big game circled on Tech’s calen- 
dar is the Oct. 28 home date against 
defending national champion Texas. The 
Raiders have split the past four meetings 
against the Longhorns in Lubbock. But it 
will take plenty of work to ensure that the 
showdown against Texas is for more than 
just bragging rights. 


— Rusty Burson 


Sept. 2 SMU 
"Sept. 9 at UTEP 
” Sept. 16 at TCU 


fe LO Ee Be eRe 
Sept. 23 SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA 


Sept. 30 at Texas A&M 
Oct. 7 MISSOURI 
Oct. 14 at Colorado 
~ Oct. 21 at Iowa State 
Oct. 28 TEXAS 
Nov. 4 BAYLOR 
Nov. 11 at Oklahoma 
“Nov.18 OKLAHOMA STATE ~ 
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q/A FORCE FALC ONS AIR FORCE FALC 


AT A GLANCE 


4-7 overall, 3-5 MWC (7th) 


Fisher pepe - At Air Force and 
overall: 165-101-1, 22 years 


t 


RETURNING STARTERS 
12; 7 offense, 5 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


DE Gilberto Perez, CB/PR Chris anode = 
LB Drew Fowler 1] 


PRIMARY S TRENG THS 


Although the option offense long ago Hae 
its novelty in the Mountain West, it) still 
causes Preparation headaches. Shaun — 
Carney has given. the Falcons a passing 
dimension. The defensive front looks for : 
‘improvement with four down linemen, = 
“not three. 
PO TE N TIAL PROBL Ei MS. 


AFA typically dtaris strong but y wears ae 
by late October with the demands of 
_ academy life. The Falcons finish with | 

11 straight weeks without a bye. From 
Oct. 28 to Nov. 18, Air Force must play 
BYU, rival Army, Notre Dame and Utah. 


WR Jason Brown, ¢ Jon Wilson, BB Denny 
Poland, P Donny Heaton 


ment is possible if the team gets more 
consistent play from the halfbacks. Air 


Force won't be a factor in the fastetence ? 


race, but if the Falcons can avenge three 
consecutive losses to wakans it will be 
a successful season. 
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QB Shaun Carney, FB TJacobe Kendrick, Sret 


Shaun Carney has the talent to get the it 
offense back on track, and vast improve- — 


Ae Fon eLeeE 


“ONS AIR 


FORCE 


FALCONS 


AIR 


Simple Goals: Get Back on Top in Rushing, Beat Navy 


OFFENSE 


Air Force coach Fisher DeBerry’s stand- 
ing joke at preseason luncheons was a vow 
to pass the ball out of the option. He 
wouldn't announce when, saying he wanted 
to keep fans coming back for the suspense. 

Now that Air Force actually has a decent 
passer in junior Shaun Carney, DeBerry 
spent the spring trying to get back his quar- 
terback into more of a running mode. 

The quarterback-fullback exchange is 
where the option all starts, and it hasn't 
been starting very well of late. That’s one of 
the reasons why Air Force — as unthink- 
able as it might have been several years ago 
— has become a basketball school. 

The Falcons have been to the NCAA 
Tournament in two of the past three 
years, a span in which the football team 
hasn't been to a bowl. Even more 
unthinkable in DeBerry’s dynasty is 
ceding the Commander-in-Chief’s 
trophy to Navy three years running. 

Last season's production of 246 rush- 
ing yards per game was the lowest for the 
academy since 1992, and AFA slipped 
out of the top five in NCAA rushing 
(eighth) for the first time since 1997. 

Good news is there is plenty of room 
to run behind a veteran line led by senior 
tackle Robert Kraay. If fullback Jacobe 
Kendrick can stay healthy, he’s capable of 
approaching a 1,000-yard season. The 
halfbacks aren’t proven, and backup 
safety Ty Paffett was moved over to help. 

Carney, a part-time starter since his 
freshman year, is already fourth among 
quarterbacks at Air Force during the 
option era with 2,708 passing yards. 
He was also AFA’s top rusher last season, 


averaging 64.5 yards per game. 

The tight end position was so underuti- 
lized in the passing game that “celebrity” 
media coaches made a point of throwing to 
the tight end to start the spring game. 


DEFENSE 


A few years ago when New Mexico's 
3-3-5 defense was all the rage in the 
Mountain West, Air Force copied the 
scheme with some success. 

This fall, 
steering the defense to a four-man line to 


however, the Falcons are 


take advantage of personnel. 

DeBerry insists that senior end 
Gilberto Perez is as good as any defensive 
lineman in the league. Seniors Grant 
Thomas and Kevin Quinn man the inte- 
rior positions, while the only relative new- 
comer is junior Josh Clayton at end. 

Junior linebacker Drew Fowler could 
contend for all-league honors. 

The five-man secondary scheme 
remains unchanged. The top players are 
senior Chris Sutton, one of the league's 
better cover cornerbacks, and free safety 


Bobby Giannini. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Air Force has established a reputation 
as having one of the nation’s most danger- 
ous special teams in terms of blocking 
kicks. However, punt protection failed 
miserably for the Falcons last fall, and that 
is a priority this season. 

The kicking and punting jobs are 
open. Sophomore Ryan Harrison, prima- 
rily a place-kicker, has a chance to handle 
both chores. 

— Natalie Meisler 
Linoy’s SporTsS ANNUALS 197 


FORCE 


AT A GLANCE 


6-6 overall, 5-3 MWC (T-2nd) 


6-6, 1 year 


RETURNING STARTERS 
14; 8 offense, 4 defense, punter, kicker 


‘PLAYERS TO WATCH 


Kuresa, TE Jonny Harline, LB Cameron 
Jensen 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


offense, except for a deep receiving 
threat. The kicking game is solid. The 
improvement of last season has the 
Cougars once again believing they can 
win and challenge for the league title. 


~ POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 
The defense is in rebuilding mode with 


will be a learning experience. The early — 


College. 


WR Todd Watkins, OL lance Reynolds, 
DL Manaia Brown, S Spencer White 


Mendenhall’s coaching debut was a solid 
success as BYU made its first postseason 
appearance since 2001, losing to Cal in - 
the Las Vegas Bowl. This season, the 
Cougars are clearly in the top three of _ 
the league, albeit behind Utah and TCU. 
The key is keeping quarterback John 
Beck healthy and continuing to progress — 
on the defensive side. : 
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Bronco Mendenhall — At BYU and overall: 


QB John Beck, RB Curtis Brown, OT Jake 1 


BYU should excel in every aspect of the 


only a handful of regulars returning. It 


non-conference schedule is difficult — 
at Arizona, home vs. Tulsa and at Boston’ _ 


Beck Has the Stats — But Not the Rings — of Cougars Past 


Bronco Mendenhall is proof of the 
coaching axiom that you never want to be 
the guy to directly succeed a legend. 

Had Mendenhall directly succeeded 
icon LaVell Edwards with a 1-3 start, the 
39-year-old (who looks youthful enough 
to be Edwards’ grandson), might not 
have lasted for a 5-3 finish. 

The Cougars recovered for second 
place in the Mountain West and the 
school’s first bowl appearance since 2001. 
Not bad, considering not much was real- 
ly expected for a program that had been 
in rebuilding mode since 2002. 

Mendenhall did a remarkable job cor- 
recting the course after the miserable 
start, including a controversial overtime 
loss to TCU. By reaching a bowl, he 
knows expectations are only elevated for 
the next go-round, 

“At BYU that means a conference 
championship and a major bowl game 
year in and year out,” he said. 

For that to happen, the first order of busi- 
ness is the last game of the year. BYU has 
dropped four straight to sworn enemy Utah. 


OFFENSE 
With a defense that is still lacking in 


experience in several areas, the Cougars 
will be in outscoring-everyone mode. 

That could very well happen because 
BYU has the MWC’s top quarterback in 
senior John Beck, the makings of the best 
ground attack since 2001 and several ver- 
erans on the offensive line. 

Beck has 7,136 career passing yards 
and, with any kind of season, will finish 


his career second in passing yardage in 
BYU history behind Heisman winner Ty 
Detmer (1988-91). But, for Beck to fully 
join the BYU quarterback dynasty, he'll 
have to lead the Cougars a bit further. 

“He has poise and experience, the 
things that jump out at 
Mendenhall said. 


“Until a conference championship is 


you,” 


earned and meeting the expectations we 
have for the program, you can’t compare 
him to those other quarterbacks.” 

Beck, for the first time in his career, went 
into the spring without having to prove 
himself as the starter. He saw spot duty in 
an injury-plagued freshman campaign, then 
started 10 games as a sophomore. 

His junior total of 3,709 yards eclipsed 
his yardage of his first two seasons com- 
bined. He completed 65 percent of his 
passes last season, with 27 touchdowns 
and 13 interceptions. 

Beck won't have a legitimate deep 
threat now that wide receiver Todd 
Watkins is gone. The leading returning 
pass-catcher is tight end Jonny Harline, 
who is more of an oversized receiver at 
6-3, 226, than a prototype tight end. 
Whatever he is, he is prolific, having 
caught 63 passes for 853 yards and five 
touchdowns last season. 

Curtis Brown, a first-team All-MWC 
pick with 1,123 yards rushing and anoth- 
er 454 receiving, is back for his senior 
year. He won't have to do it all himself. 
The biggest surprise on offense during 
the spring was sophomore backup Fui 
Vakapuna, a 6-1, 225 powerhouse com- 
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ing off a church mission. 


With three starters back on the line, 
led by standout Jake Kuresa, the Cougars 
are in good shape up front. 

It took a while last season for the 
Cougars to grasp the offense that coordi- 
nator Robert Anae imported from Texas 
Tech, but once they got going, there was 
no stopping them. 


DEFENSE 


Mendenhall brought in New Mexico's 
standard 3-3-5 scheme when he left the 
Lobos for his hometown of Provo in 
2003. As with much of the league, the 
3-3-5 will be scrapped this season to 
adjust for the ability at linebacker. 
All-MWC 


Cameron Jensen leads the linebacking 


Second-team pick 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 182.8 ypg rushing (Sth in MWC/S1st NCAA), 310.1 passing (1st/6th), 462.4 total offense (2nd/13th), 33.9 ppg (2nd/24th) 


POS STAATER vA 
QB John Beck* Sr. 
RB Curtis Brown* Sr. 
WR Michael Reed So. 
WR Nate Meikle” Sr. 


COMMENT 


He's a top five QB draft prospect for 2007. 

First-team All-MWC last year; 2,211 career yards. 
Part-time starter caught 21 passes for 272 yards. 
Junior college transfer made instant impact. Returns punts. Saia Hafoka, So. 


BSACKUPR/KEY DEPTH 
Jason Beck, Sr. 

Fui Vakapuna, So. 
Bryce Mahuika, So. 


WR Matt Allen* Ur. 


Caught game winner vs. New Mexico. 


Zac Collie, Sr. 


TE — Jonny Harline* Sr. 


An outstanding pass catcher and NFL prospect. 


Daniel Coats, Sr. 


LT Eddie Keele* Sr. 


One of the top returnees on the line, 


David Oswald, So. 


LG Dallas Reynolds* So. 


Earned some Freshman All-American notice, 


Sete Aulai, Jr. 


C Jeff Rhea Jr Biggest hole to fill on OL. Sete Aulai, Jr. 
RG Ray Feinga So. Moves into bigger role. Travis Bright, So. 
RT Jake Kuresa” Sr. Likely candidate for Outland Trophy. Nick Longshore, Sr. 


“Returning starter 


POS STARTER COMMENT 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 1478 ypg rushing (8rd in MWC/57th NCAA), 269.3 passing (9th/104th), 417.1 total defense (7th/91st), 29.2 ppg (Sth/83rd) 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Kyle Luekenga $0, 
NT — Hala Paongo* Sr. 
DE Jan Jorgensen Fr. 
LB Bryan Kehl Jr. 
LB Cameron Jensen* Sr. 
LB Markell Staffieri Jr. 
LB Chris Bolden Jr. 
CB Justin Robinson* _— Sr. 
CB Kayle Buchanan* dr. 
SS Cole Miyahira Sr. 
FS David Tafuna Jr. 


“Returning starter 


unit that will usually place four on the 
field. Jensen, who had 84 tackles last sea- 
son, will run the show from the middle. 

A newcomer to watch is Utah State 
transfer Kelly Poppinga, brother of for- 
mer Cougars standout Brady Poppinga, 
who was with the Green Bay Packers last 
season. 

Junior Bryan Kehl, who had a lengthy 
adjustment coming off his mission last 
season, enjoyed a breakout spring to press 
for a starting job. 

The biggest task defensively is restock- 
ing the line, which loses its four most 
experienced players. 

The Cougars have returned to the 
standard four-man secondary, and Justin 
Robinson and Kayle Buchanan bring 
starting experience at the corner. 


Saw limited action during freshman season, 
First-time starter as a senior. 

High schoo! QB/LB is coming off redshirt year. 
One of the standouts in spring ball. 

Anchor of defense was second-team all-league. 
Part-time starter assumes bigger role, 

Junior college transfer redshirted last season. 
Team Defensive Rookie of the Year; return specialist. 
Part-time starter had nine tackles vs. Notre Dame. 
Played extensively in 2005 as a backup. 

Ready to step up into a significant role. 


Brett Denney, Fr. 
Russell Tialavea, Fr. 
Judd Anderton, Jr. 
Dustin Gabriel, Jr. 
Terrance Hooks, Fr. 
Kelly Poppinga, Jr. 
David Nixon, So. 
Brandon Howard, Fr. 
Nate Hutchinson, Fr. 
Aaron Gordon, Sr. 
Quinn Gooch, Jr. 


“T think the defense will have to devel- 
op,” Mendenhall said. “I feel confident 
we are on track but there are question 


marks.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The kicker and punter are both unre- 
lated seniors named McLaughlin. 
Derek McLaughlin is 
a Washington transfer who averaged 40.0 


Punter 


yards as a junior. In his first year as the 
place-kicker, Jared McLaughlin converted 
14 of 19 field goal attempts and kicked 
a 39-yarder to force overtime against 
TCU: 

The return game was spotty and 
Mendenhall said special teams improve- 
ment was a priority in the spring. 

— Natalie Meisler 
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Not Dominating, but Back in the Hunt for Title 


Take away the first two games and two 
of the last three ... and 2005 was a suc- 
cessful season for Colorado State. 

Well, of course, you can’t do that, but 
in the middle of all that the Rams 
rebounded from a rare losing slate in 
2004 to return to bowl eligibility, only to 
be beaten by Navy 51-30 in the 
Poinsettia Bowl and finish 6-6. 

The dominant team in three of the 
Mountain West’s first four seasons, 
Colorado State has seen the program 
erode on defense as Utah and league new- 
comer TCU combined for conference 
titles in the past three years. 

The Rams, while not as strong on 
paper as Utah, TCU and BYU, still look 
to be up in the first division. The offense 
returns to a run-oriented quarterback sys- 
tem, and the defense has some experience 
at every position. 

There will be only a few battles on the 
offensive line and secondary to settle in 
the fall. 

With a wealth of experience on the 
roster and an unchanged coaching staff, 
coach Sonny Lubick said, “I think we're 
going to be OK.” 


OFFENSE 


It wasn’t much fun for the Rams at 
the time, but now Colorado State is 
delighted junior quarterback Caleb 
Hanie started half of the 2004 season as 
a true freshman after starter Justin 
Holland broke his ankle. 

“T never want to have to play a fresh- 
man kid again,” said offensive coordina- 


tor Dan Hammerschmidt. “But now I’m 
glad he played.” 

At 6-2 and 236 pounds, Hanie enjoys 
running the ball, and the playbook has 
been modified to fit his skills. He saw 
occasional time off the bench last season, 
when Holland returned to throw for 
3,185 yards. 

Not quite the passer that Holland was, 
Hanie has worked on his form and his 
spring passes had more zip. 

Although the Rams lost the most 
productive receiver in school history 
in David Anderson, four wideouts 
return with a combined 94 catches 
for 1,468 yards and 10 touchdowns. 
Either top returnee Johnny Walker or 
spring 
could become Anderson’s heir as the 


standout Damon Morton 
go-to receiver. 

Add in H-back/tight end Kory Sperry 
(547 yards and four TDs), and Hanie has 
no lack of outlets. Sperry, a lanky high- 
school wide receiver, has grown to 
6-6, 260 pounds, an every-down player 
with a bright NFL future. 

The ground game received a much- 
needed makeover last season as Kyle 
Bell emerged in the former CSU mold 
of a punishing power back. Although 
he didn’t start until the third game, 
Bell finished with 1,288 yards and 
10 TDs, ranking 22nd in the country 
in yards per game. 

The offensive line lost three main- 
stays, but looms as another strength. 
Clint Oldenburg, a former tight end, 
moves from right to left tackle to 
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anchor the line. A solid class of redshirt 
freshmen battle for right tackle and left 
guard. 


DEFENSE 


Coaches and players grew weary with 
reminders of how the Rams ranked 
third from last nationally in rushing 
defense, yielding 222.8 yards a game on 
the ground. 

True, the Rams led the Mountain West 
in pass defense, but few teams were 
forced to go to the air. 

“Everyone asks the question if we want to 
be a little better on defense. We have to be,” 
said Lubick. Therefore, fundamentals 
were re-emphasized in the spring. 

The only statistic Lubick has ever val- 
ued is turnover margin. When the Rams 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 121.7 ypy rushing (7th in MWC/88th NCAA), 286.3 passing (Srd/16th), 408.0 total offense (4th/S8th), 26.8 ppg (7th/58th) 


POS STRATER COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Caleb Hanie Jr. Running threat started five games in 2004. Billy Farris, So, 

RB Kyle Bell* Jr. With bruising style, gained 1,288 yards last year. Gartrell Johnson, So. 
WR Johnny Walker Jr. Rams best deep threat; 43 catches last season. George Hill, Jr. 

WR Damon Morton Jr. Was the team’s best receiver in spring ball. Dustin Osborn, Sr.* 
HB Kory Sperry* Jr. At 6-6, 260 pounds, catches and runs over defenders. Kevin MoPeek, So. 


TE Chris Kawulok So. 
LT Clint Oldenburg* Sr. 
LG Jerome Williams Sr. 


Looking for bigger role. 


Converted from right tackle to anchor line, 
Daniel Crews, Adrian Martinez also contend. 


Tyler Jorgensen, Fr. 
Cole Pemberton, Fr. 
Daniel Crews, So. 


C Nick Allotta* Jr. Part-time starter could also play 0G, Tim Walter, Fr. 

RG Josh Day* Sr. Two-year starter contends for postseason honors. James Morehead, Fr. 
RT Dane Stratton So. “Little brother” of CSU safety Ben Stratton. Scott Benedict, Fr. 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 222.8 ypy rushing (8th in MWC/115th NCAA), 206.0 passing (1st/39th), 428.8 total defense (Sth/99th), 30.8 ppg (7th/S1st) 


POS STARTER 


DE Jesse Nading’ Jt. 


COMMENT 


NT Blake Smith* So. Developing into a standout in the middle. 

OT Erik Sandie* Jr. Has blocked three extra-point attempts. 

DE Bob Vomhof Jr. _- Undecided spring battle with Wade Landers. 
LB Jon Radford Sr. Most active player among the linebackers. 

LB Jeff Horinek* So. Moved from outside; made 61 tackles in 2005. 
LB Luke Adkins Sr. Wasa starter in 2004 before ACL tear. 


CB Robert Herbert* Sr. 
CB Darryl Williams* Jr. 


SS Ben Stratton Sr. 
FS Klint Kubiak So. 
*Returning starter 


ranked 110th nationally in 2004 with only 
15 takeaways, turnovers took a priority for 
the defense in 2005. The result was 27 
takeaways, good for 35th in the country. 

“You get what you emphasize,” said 
defensive coordinator Steve Stanard. 

The linebackers were distributed into 
different positions in the spring. The 
defensive line now has veterans at every 
spot with a three-man rotation at tackle 
and the return of junior defensive end 
Jesse Nading. 

The secondary had some personnel 
questions in the spring with three 
starters safety Ben 
(knee), 
Robert Herbert (leg stress fracture) and 


potential 


Stratton and cornerbacks 
Darryl Williams (shoulder) — sitting 


out as a precaution. 


Rams’ top pass rusher had four sacks last season. 


Outstanding cover corner, top returning tackler (72). 
Only 5-9, 180, and coming off shoulder surgery. 

Big hitter returns after missing '05 with ACL injury. 
Son of Houston Texans coach, Gary Kubiak. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Tommie Hill, So. 

Matt Rupp, So. 
Shawn McGoveran, So. 
Wade Landers, So. 
Nathan Pauly, Jr. 

Jake Pottorff, Fr. 
John Nichols, Jr. 
Joey Rucks, Jr. 
Brandon Cathy, Sr. 
Mike Pagnotta, So. 
Jake Galusha, So. 


If Stratton returns to his three-year 
form, he'll be one of the most hard-hit- 
ting safeties in the league. He tore his 
ACL in camp last August and the Rams 
were thin at the position all season. 
Herbert gives CSU a superb cover corner 


if his leg fully heals. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The kicking game ranks as a strength 
for the Rams. 

Jimmie Kaylor, who was first-team All- 
Mountain West Conference punter last 
season, returns after averaging 45.3 yards 
per kick. The best midseason move last 
year was elevating walk-on kicker Jason 
Smith, who hit nine of 10 field goal 
attempts and every extra point attempt. 

— Natalie Meisler 
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TCU HORNED FROGS TCU HORNED 


11-1 overall, 8-0 Mountain West (1st) 
i Gary Patterson at TCU and overall: 
| 43-18, 5 years 


_ RETURNING STARTERS 


16; 8 offense, 6 defense, punter, kicker 


~ PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Jeff Ballard, RB Robert Merrill, 

| RB Aaron Brown, RB Lonta Hobbs, 

| OT Herbert Taylor, DE Tommy Blake, 
DE Chase Ortiz, SS Marvin White 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The Horned Frogs are strong on both sides 
of the ball, and Patterson played 41 true 
or redshirt freshmen last year, which — 
bodes well for TCU’s future. The aggressive 
| defense forced 40 turnovers, best in the 
nation last season, 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


TCU lost three starters off its offensive 
line, which helped the Frogs post record- 
setting numbers last year. There’s a log- 
jam at running back, which is good thing, 
| but it will be interesting to see how the 
carries are distributed. 


<a 


OT Michael Toudouze, CB Quincy Butler, 
DT Ranorris Ray 


st 


This is a well-coached and disciplined 
team that is coming off an 11-1 season 
and has a legitimate chance to break into 
a BCS bowl. The Frogs, in their second 
year in the MWC, might be better scouted 
this time around, but it shouldn't stop 
them from at least posting the fourth 
10-win season in Patterson's six years. 
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Encore Performance Could Be Something Special 


In 2005, TCU finished 11-1, won the 
Mountain West Conference title and fin- 
ished ranked No. 9. It was their first out- 
right conference title in 47 years and their 
first unbeaten conference season since 
1938. 

It was also the Horned Frogs’ second 
1l-win season in the past three years, 
both of which came under head coach 
Gary Patterson. 

They did it last season with excellence 
on both sides of the ball, as the Frogs had 
the highest-scoring offense in the 
Mountain West and the top defense in 
the league. 

Most of that outstanding cast returns, 
but what can TCU do for an encore? 

Well ... they could go undefeated for 
the first time since 1938, when the 
Horned Frogs also won their last nation- 
al title. 

Getting there won't be easy. The non- 
conference schedule features improving 
Baylor and Top 25 Texas Tech, and the 
conference season opens with BYU and at 
Utah. That game in Salt Lake City 
appears to be the centerpiece of the 
Mountain West season. 

Surviving the early part of the schedule 
would put TCU in great position to get 


some serious BCS consideration. 


OFFENSE 


Last year’s balanced offense set a school 
record for touchdowns and also scored 
the second most points in school history. 

As good as that unit was, averaging 


nearly 34 points per game en route to the 


Mountain West title, this year’s edition 
could be better. 

The Frogs return eight starters, includ- 
ing many skill position players. QB Jeff 
Ballard was 8-0 as the starter last season 
after replacing the injured Tye Gunn, and 
remains the starter. He’s tough and can 
do a little bit of everything — he passed 
for more than 275 yards in three games 
and rushed for eight touchdowns, four 
against New Mexico. 

Joining him in the backfield will be 
MWC Freshman of the Year Aaron 
Brown and leading rusher Robert Merrill. 
Also back is Lonta Hobbs, who began last 
year as the starter before being injured in 
week two. Merrill and Hobbs are former 
1,000-yard backs. 

William Jackson, one of the unsung 
heroes on offense, returns at fullback and 
does a great job clearing a path for the 
great stable of runners. 

At wide receiver, two of the three 
starters return — Michael DePriest and 
second-leading pass catcher Quentily 
Harmon. They are joined by Marcus 
Brock, back from injury to claim a start- 
ing spot. Ervin Dickerson, Donald 
Massey and Derek Moore are also in the 
mix. 

At tight end, returnee Chad Andrus and 
Brent Hecht will see most of the action. 

If there is a question about the TCU 
offense, it is the line, where three starters must 
be replaced. But heading up the list of return- 
ing players is Herbert Taylor, a first-team All- 
MWC performer last season who starts 2006 


on the Lombardi Award watch list. 
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Last year, one of many things the 
offense did well was take care of the ball, 
losing just eight fumbles. Expect more of 
the same in 2006. 


DEFENSE 


With defense being Patterson’s forte, it 
is no surprise that the 2005 Frogs were 
the top defensive unit in the Mountain 
West, leading four defensive categories. 

On a positive note, six starters return. 
On a negative note, four of the departed 
were either first or second-team All- 
MWC honorees. But with TCU’s depth, 
plenty of candidates exist. 

At linebacker, David Hawthorne and 
Jason Phillips return while Robert Henson 
should also see considerable playing time. 

As for the line, virtually the entire 


POS STARTER YR 
QB Jeff Ballard* Sr. 


COMMENT 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 192.2 ypg rushing (3rd in MWC/28th NCAA), 207.8 passing (7th/77th), 389.9 total offense (5th/41st), 33.2 ppg (1st/22nd) 


Went a perfect 8-0 as a starter in 2005. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Chad Huffman, Jr. 


RB Robert Merrill* Sr. 
WR Marcus Brock Jr. 


FB William Jackson also starts in two-RB sets. 
Back from injury to claim starting spot in the spring. 


A. Brown, So/L. Hobbs, Sr. 
Derek Moore, Jr. 


WR Michael DePriest* Sr. 


Has reputation as a go-to, clutch receiver. 


Ervin Dickerson, Jr. 


WR  Quentily Harmon* Sr. 


Was Frogs’ second-leading pass catcher in 2005. 


Donald Massey, Jr. 


TE Chad Andrus* Sr. 


Started eight games at this spot a year ago. 


Brent Hecht, Sr. 


LT Maurice Bouldwin* Sr. 


Has made the transition from D-line look easy. 


Wade Sisk, Jr. 


LG Giles Montgomery So. 


Great fill-in who got first career start in bowl game. 


Preston Phillips, So. 


C ‘Blake Schlueter So. 


Played in all 12 games as a true freshman in 2005. 


Tyler Marrou, Fr. 


RG Matty Lindner Jr. 


Athletic quard saw time in 10 games last season. 


Josh Karlin, Fr. 


RT Herbert Taylors Sr. 


“Returning starter 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
DE Chase Ortiz* Jr. 
DT Cody Moore So. 
NT — Jarrarcea Williams — Sr. 


Lone returning starter on offensive line is a rock. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 107.8 ypy rushing (1st in MWC/15th NCAA), 221.2 passing (4th/6rd), 329.1 total defense (1st/26th), 18.6 png (1st/15th) 


Started ’05 on third team and is now all-conference. 
Former three sport star in HS played in 10 games in ’05. 
Converted FB was solid as a reserve in 11 games. 


Heath Raetz, So. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Jared Retkofsky, Sr. 
James Vess, So, 
Lorenzo Jones, So. 


DE Tommy Blake* Jr. 
LB David Hawthorne" dr. 
LB Jason Phillips* So. 
CB Mike Salvage Sr. 
CB Vernon Russell _—_Sr. 
Marvin White* Sr. 
$$ Eric Buchanan* _— Sr. 
FS David Roach Jr. 


“Returning starter 


unit, save for first-team All-MWC defen- 
sive tackle Ranorris Ray, is back. This 
group is led by two all-conference per- 
formers at defensive end, juniors Tommy 
Blake and Chase Ortiz. 

Cody Moore is set to step in at tackle 
after playing 10 games last year, backed up 
by Vess. 
Converted fullback Jarrarcea Williams will 


fellow sophomore James 
replace Ray at the other tackle spor after 
a solid 2005 in which he played 11 games. 
Sophomore Lorenzo Jones is his backup. 
In the secondary, two starters return 
— strong safety Eric Buchanan and weak 
safety Marvin White. David Roach, who 
started for part of 2005, is again the 
starter at free safety, where he will be 
backed up by Steven Coleman. 
At cornerback, the Frogs will have 


First-team All-MWC performer had seven sacks. 

Great speed and instincts saw him start 10 games in ‘05. 
Was second-team All-MWC as a freshman in 2005. 
Played in all 12 games last season. 

Fought through injuries to play in final nine games. 
Was second-team All-MWC in his first year with Frogs. 
Former corner started last five games of season. 
Smart player has reclaimed starting spot in secondary. 


Jamison Newby, Sr. 
Robert Henson, So, 
Ryan Schlenger, Sr. 
Nick Sanders, Fr. 
Corderra Hunter, Fr. 
Brian Bonner, Jr. 
Brian Bonner, Jr. 
Steven Coleman, So. 


a pair of new starters in seniors Mike 
Salvage, who played in all 12 games last 
season and Vernon Russell, who rebound- 
ed from early injuries to play in the final 
nine games. Freshmen Corderra Hunter 
and Nick Sanders should also defend 
their share of passes. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Punter Brian Cortney and kicker Chris 
Manfredini, who was perfect on field goal 
attempts last year (13 of 13), are back. 
kickoff 


duties and also be the team’s long-dis- 


Peter LoCoco will handle 
tance place-kicker. Michael DePriest and 
Donald Massey will split kickoff return 
responsibilities while Marcus Brock will 
handle punts. 


— Steve Hunt 
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UTES 


AT A GLANCE 


7-5 overall, 4-4 MWC (T-4th) 


Kyle Whittingham — At Utah and 
| overall: 7-5,.1 year 


RETURNING STARTERS 


15; 6 offense, 8 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


WR Brent Casteel, WR Brian Hernandez, 
DT Kelly Talayou, DB Eric Weddle, 
DB Casey Evans 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Utah has an experienced defense and one 
of the top secondaries in the country, led 
by Eric Weddle. The interior of the defen- 
sive line might be the best in the confer- 
ence. The three-deep QB roster is sure to 
produce a standout. The winning tradition 
is well established. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The running game goes into the fall some- 
what unsettled, although the offense is 
diverse enough to cover for any weakness 
until the problem gets solved. Will the 

QB situation become disruptive? 


RB Quinton Ganther, WR Travis 
LaTendresse, OL Jesse Boone, 
DL Steve Fifita, LB Spencer Toone 


The defense has potential to dominate 
and some combination of the quarter- 
backs will make the offense go. An opener 
at UCLA could be telling. After a step 
back last season, Utah is ready to make 
another BCS run ... or at least reclaim the 
conference crown from TCU. The teams 
meet in Salt Lake City on Oct. 5. 
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With QBs Galore, Utes Eye a BCS Game 


No one expected Utah to reprise its 
2004 BCS breakthrough season in 2005 
after losing five draft picks (including the 
No. 1 overall selection) and most of the 
coaching staff. 

A first-year head coach, and an 
18-year-old true sophomore quarterback, 
didn’t boost the Utes’ stock, either. 

But after Utah saw how the rest of the 
Mountain West lived — _ enduring 
a three-game midyear losing steak — the 
Utes improved rapidly down the stretch. 
Utah played its best in the last two games 
when back-up quarterback Brett Ratliff 
was forced to step up as the starter. 

The Utes beat arch-rival BYU to earn 
a bowl bid and then dismantled Georgia 
Tech 38-11 in the Emerald Bowl. 

With three QBs who can start any- 
where, the makings of the best defense in 
years and a solid non-league schedule, the 
Utes could return to the BCS mix this 
fall, especially because of the addition of 
a fifth BCS game. 

“Our goal each and every year is to win 
the Mountain West championship,” said 
coach Kyle Whittingham. “The bar has 
been set very high here and we intend to 


keep it going. 


OFFENSE 


It will be a three-man race in the fall at 
quarterback, and here’s a trivia point on 
Urah QB derbies: The last time the Utes 
had a close three-man race coming out of 
the spring, the No. 3 quarterback was 
Alex Smith. 


Utah’s current No. 3 quarterback is 


Oklahoma transfer Tom Grady. He 
backed up Jason White in 2004, then 
transferred to find more playing time. 

“He has a big arm and can throw 
a country mile,” Whittingham. said. 
“He has all the physical attributes.” 

Then there is Brett Ratliff, the junior 
college transfer called upon for the 
biggest game of the year (BYU) when 
starter Brian Johnson tore his ACL. His 
two-game totals as a starter were 621 
yards passing and eight touchdowns. 

“He has that field general persona, the 
intangibles of leadership the way he 
makes everyone around him better,” said 
Whittingham. 

And don’t forget about Johnson, who 
passed for 2,982 yards and rushed for 
478 more in his 10 games. His 337- 
yard average ranked fourth nationally 
in total offense. 

Johnson recovered from surgery in 
time for some very limited work in the 
spring. Whittingham said nothing will 
be decided until fall camp. A redshirt 
year is possible for Johnson if any set- 
backs occur. 

“We're not going into the fall with the 
idea of redshirting,” Whittingham said. 
“He's going in with the idea he’s keeping 
his starting job.” 

Utah has question marks in the run- 
ning game. USC transfer Darryl Poston, 
hindered by injuries and a kidney prob- 
lem throughout his two-school career, 
had a breakout spring. The former prep 
All-American was granted an extra year of 


eligibility in the offseason. 
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Darrell Mack was the top backup to 
Quinton Ganther last season, rushing for 
147 yards on 39 carries. Help from the 
recruiting class arrives in the fall, so this 
competition will continue. 

No matter how many wide receivers 
Utah loses every year, the program 
restocks quickly. Senior Brian Hernandez 
and sophomore Brent Casteel lead the 
four-wideout contingent. 

The offensive line carries over starters 
at both tackles and part-time starters at 


both guards. 


DEFENSE 


No Mountain West player — offense 
or defense — carries a more impressive 
three-year resume than Eric Weddle, 


the returning MWC Defensive Player 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 178.5 ypg rushing (4th in MWC/32nd NCAA), 294, a passing (2nd/12th), 473.0 total offense (ist/12th), 30.0 ppg (4th/36th) 


POS STARTER COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Brett Ratliff Sr. 2-0 as starter, but healthy Johnson could reclaim job. Brian Johnson, Jr.* 
RB Darryl Poston Sr. __Oft-injured USC transfer could finally have breakthrough. Darrell Mack, So. 
WR _ Derrek Richards* Jr. Started final six games last season; has 4.4 speed. Freddie Brown, So. 
WR _ Brian Hernandez* Sr. _ Reminds some of ex-Utah receiver Steve Smith. Fano Tagovailoa, Sr. 
WR Brent Casteel So. __ Enjoyed impact freshman year with 39 catches. Sean Smith, Fr. 

WR Marquis Wilson So. He's a threat to run on reverses. Bradon Godfrey, So. 
LT _Tavo Tupola* Sr. __ Earned second-team All-MWC honors last year. Terrence Apted, Sr. 
LG Eric Pettit Sr. Wasa part-time starter at right guard. Zane Beadles, Fr. 

C Kyle Gunter Jr. Only inexperienced player on offensive line. Jeremy Inferrera, Jr. 
RG — Robert Conley* So.  Wona starting job as a freshman. Corey Seiuli, So. 

RT —_ Jason Boone* Jr. —_Led line in total plays last season. Dustin Hensel, So. 
“Returning starter 


STARTER COMMENT 


DE — Martail Burnett* Jf. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 150.2 ypy rushing (4th in MWC/61st NCAA), 223.7 passing (5th/67th), 373.8 total defense (2nd/59th), 24.1 ppy (2nd/S0th) 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Made 53 tackles when forced into starting role in’05. Alex Puccinelli, Jr. 
DT Kelly Talavou* Sr. __ Slides over to replace All-MWC Steve Fifita. Bryce Scanlon, So. 
NT Paul Soliai Sr. __ Has rare mobility for someone 6-4, 318 pounds. Kenape Eliapo, Fr. 
DE — Soli Lefiti* Sr. Learned on the job last season; made 24 stops. Casey Sutera, Jr. 
LB Joe Jiannoni* Jr. Moves outside from the middle. Taylor Miller, Jr. 
LB Loma Olevao Jr. Still competing with backup Chet Blasucci. Chet Blasucci, Jr. 
LB Kyle Brady* Jr. This spot is the deepest among the linebackers. Malakai Mokofisi, Jr. 
CB Eric Weddle* Sr. Superstar looks to repeat MWC Defensive POY award. Eric Shyne, Sr. 
CB Shaun Harper Sr. _ Ina position battle with Bryce McCain. Bryce McCain, So. 
SS __ Casey Evans* Sr. Second in team in tackles (89), and had five INTs. Kyler Rushton, Fr. 
FS Steve Tate* Jr. Had eight tackles in dominating bowl game. Joe Guiliani, Fr. 
"Returning starter 
of the Year. from nose guard to replace four-year 


A starter since his freshman year, 
Weddle has played almost everywhere in 
the Utes secondary, in addition to return- 
ing punts and holding for place-kicks. 
He locked down Georgia Tech’s Calvin 
Johnson in the Emerald Bowl, holding 
him to two receptions for 19 yards. 

“He’s the marquee player in the 
Mountain West as far as I’m concerned,” 
Whittingham said. 

Likely destined for more cornerback 
than safety this season, Weddle can do it 
all. He had 11 tackles for loss last season, 
as well as four interceptions and 12 pass- 
es broken up. 

Up front, Whittingham considers 
tackle Kelly Talavou the premier defen- 
sive lineman in the league. He moves over 


starter Steve Fifita. Moving up into 
a starting role is converted offensive 
lineman Paul Soliai. 

The only big question mark on 
defense is who replaces outside linebacker 
Spencer Toone, a seventh-round draft 
pick. Joe Jiannoni, who had 73 tackles as 
a middle linebacker last season, looks to 
be that guy. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Punter Louie Sakoda takes over the 
place-kicking chores, while the race is on 
at punter. Whittingham would prefer 
Sakoda take on only one of the jobs. Eric 
Weddle remains the punt returner and 
Brent Casteel will again return kickoffs. 

— Natalie Meisler 
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Rocky Long — At New Mexicoand ; 
overall: 46-50, 8 years” eet 


RETURNING STARTERS eee 
14; 8 offense, 4 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Kole McKamey, OL Robert Turner, 
LB Quincy Black, LB Cody Kase, 
S Blake Ligon, PK Kenny Byrd 


as a starter, and he will operate with an — 
offensive scheme that could rejuvenate 


for the Lobos. There's a winning atmos- 
phere, as the Lobos go for a sixth straight 
winning season. League favorites Utah 
and TCU have to visit Albuquerque, 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The loss of RB DonTrell Moore and 

WR Hank Baskett III takes a huge chunk 
out of the offense. The defensive line is 
undersized. 


RB DonTrell Moore, WR Hank Baskett I, : 
C Ryan Cook, CB Gabriel Fulbright 


Overall, the Lobos have too much rebuild- 
ing to do to fit into their usual mold of 
contending for the Mountain West title. 
But Long has established a solid program, 
and a bowl-eligible season is realistic. 
Lucky for the Lobos that the NCAA certi- 
fied a new bowl game in Albuquerque, 
giving the Mountain West another bowl 
slot. The Lobos would make a perfect 
first-season entry for the bowl. 
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PRIMARY STRENGTHS Seeuenee 
QB Kole McKamey is in his third season 


the attack. Defense is always a strong suit _ 


McKamey Takes Lead Role in Revamped Offense 


OFFENSE 
Returning two-year Kole 
McKamey, a steady but not flashy quar- 


terback, will run his third offense in as 


starter 


many seasons. 

New offensive coordinator Bob Toledo 
and head coach Rocky Long scrapped the 
modified spread from a year ago to install 
a version of the West Coast scheme that 
Toledo used while head coach at UCLA. 

McKamey’s accuracy took a big leap 
last season, to 62.3 percent, and he’s one 
of the top all-around QBs in the 
Mountain West, with four career 
100-yard rushing games. 

“We'll try to run and use some play- 
action pass,” Long said. “It’s tailored to our 
own personality. There will be a lot of two- 
back stuff involved with the play action.” 

The first order of business was to find 
a running back to step into the gaping 
void left by the graduation of DonTrell 
Moore, who was the sixth player in 
Division I-A history to gain at least 1,000 
yards in each of his four seasons. 

Martelius Epps, who carried 16 times for 
75 yards in the spring game, goes into the 
fall atop the depth chart. No runner except 
Moore gained more than 30 yards in a game 
last season. Epps played in only one game. 

The receiving corps also suffered 
a blow with the loss of Hank Baskett III, 
who caught 67 passes for 1,071 yards and 
nine touchdowns. Veterans Travis Brown 
and Thomas Wilson, among others, 
should step forward. 

“Without Hank, we'll have more pass- 
es to three guys instead of 90 percent to 
one,” said Long. “It might make the 
offense more versatile and diverse.” 


The line also suffered a key graduation 
loss with Ryan Cook, arguably the best cen- 
ter in UNM history. Robert Turner moves 
from guard to tackle to anchor the line. 


DEFENSE 


Long is a defensive innovator, and his 
3-3-5 blitzing attack has been widely 
copied around the Mountain West to the 
point where it lost its novelty. Several 
teams are adjusting for personnel, includ- 
ing New Mexico. 

Long is looking into playing with 
a right and left “Lobo” — a hybrid safe- 
ty/linebacker position. 

There were positive signs with 10 sacks 
in the spring game, including three by 
designated Lobo back Quincy Black. He 
and outside backer Cody Kase (11.5 tack- 
les for loss last season) could be among the 
top defensive playmakers in the league. 

New Mexico has to restock the entire 
line and both playmaking cornerbacks. 
Sophomore safeties Blake Ligon and 
DeAndre Wright could be fixtures for the 
next three years. 

None of the front three weighs more 
than 250 pounds, but quickness, not size, 
has usually been the hallmark of New 
Mexico defenses. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Senior Kenny Byrd, one of the best 
place-kickers in the league, returns after 
making 13 of 15 field goal attempts. 

Jordan Scott took the lead in the 
spring to replace punter Tyler Gaus. 
Gabriel Fulbright was the main return 
specialist, so that position is up for grabs. 

— Natalie Meisler 
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Cowboys Try to Forget About Last Year's Finish 


OFFENSE 


For the first time since 2000, 
Wyoming won’ go into the season with 
a Bramlet brother starting at quarterback. 

From Corey Bramlet to Casey Bramlet 

o ... well, check back in the fall. 

Jacob Doss, a 6-2 junior, saw action in 
half the games last season as a third- 
stringer. He ended spring atop the depth 
chart, but it’s still too close to call. Redshirt 
freshman Karsten Sween was next, 
followed by sophomore Stinson Dean and 
junior college import Ian Hetrick. 

Whoever lines up behind center will be 
asked to take better care of the ball. The 
Cowboys, after a 4-1 start that included 
an upset at Ole Miss, lost their final six 
games of last season. The primary culprit 
was the year-ending total of 32 turnovers 
— 19 interceptions and 13 fumbles. 

When the offense turned over the ball 
four times in the spring game, coach Joe 
Glenn said, “we can’t help but be con- 
cerned about a couple of fumbles and 
a couple of interceptions. We tried that 
last year, and it didn’t work.” 

The running game shapes up as 
a strength, thanks to three seniors on the 
offensive line and sophomore Wynel 
Seldon, a major surprise as a freshman as he 
rushed for 871 yards and 11 touchdowns. 

But there is plenty of ongoing compe- 
tition there, too, as 2004 standouts Ivan 
Harrison and Joseph Harris return after 
each missing last season with injuries. 
Both are sitting out the first three games 
on an undisclosed team rules violation. 

Sophomore Devin Moore, who had 26 


carries last season, also is in the mix. 

The receiving corps is young after the 
departure of one of the most productive 
Wyoming wideouts ever, Jovon 
Bouknight. With 10 players catching 
21 passes in the spring game, Wyoming 
wont lack for receiving candidates. 


DEFENSE 

Wyoming introduced a 3-4 package in 
an effort to get the best athletes on the field 
and take advantage of ample depth at line- 
backer. Ward Dobbs earned All-MWC hon- 
orable mention as a freshman linebacker and 
moves inside this season in the new scheme. 

Senior nose guard Jake Mayes anchors 
the defensive line. End Mike Groover had 
a team-high 6.5 sacks. 

The secondary suffered a blow when 
cornerback Derrick Martin, one of the 
top athletes in the Mountain West, 
declared early for the NFL draft (he was 
a sixth-round pick). 

That leaves safety John Wendling as 
the undisputed leader of the defense. The 
senior ran a 4.38 at junior timing day to 
get himself on the NFL radar. He can 
play either safety position. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


A replacement for superb place-kicker 
Deric Yaussi won't come until the fresh- 
man class arrives. Punt returner Hoost 
Marsh will add kick return duties, and 
Wendling might help out in an effort to 
replace Bouknight, who ranked 11th 
nationally in kickoff returns. 


— Natalie Meisler 
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Full Steam Ahead to the BCS 


ad this season’s BCS structure 
H= in effect a year ago, TCU 

would have played in the fifth 
bowl, making it two in a row for the 
“non-BCS” Mountain West. 

Rather than rule tweakings, the 
Homed Frogs had only themselves to 
blame for stumbling against SMU a week 
after stunning Oklahoma in the opener. 
TCU ran the table the rest of the way, in 
the process quickly wearing out its wel- 
come as the new kid on the Mountain 
West block. 

There’s no discounting the Horned 
Frogs’ chances of repeating the MWC 
title, but they wear a huge target on 
those purple jerseys. 

“We know that feeling. TCU will have it 
the same this year,” said Utah’s Kyle 
Whittingham, referring to the bullseye he 
inherited last season from Urban Meyer. 
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With the lightening-quick defense that 
took the MWC by storm, and a loaded 
backfield, TCU should contend again. 

TCU still hasn't visited half the league 
sites, but the Horned Frogs’ home heat 
and humidity proved a huge advantage. 

“With the year they had, I’m not sure 
how you can’t name TCU as the favorite,” 
said second-year BYU coach Bronco 
Mendenhall. “Teams in this league are 
committed that they will not repeat.” 

New Mexico's Rocky Long said: “TCU is 
the best by far. They have most of their 
players back. You put Utah and BYU in 
the next group. All the rest of us, you 
throw in a hat and no one knows.” 

Given those coaches’ comments, we'll 
go against the grain a bit and pick Utah, 
which has restocked and is out to prove 
its undefeated 2004 season wasn't an 
aberration. The Utes also host TCU. 


BAD NEWS 


BYU, with the league's top quarterback 
in John Beck, has the offense to impress 
pollsters and computers alike, but must 
step up the defense a few notches. 

Elsewhere around the league, Long 
points to various unknowns — a new 
coaching staff at San Diego State and 
UNLV’s influx of Pac-10 transfers. 

Mendenhall won't count out any of 
the MWC's long-established coaches and 
their programs — New Mexico's Long, 
Colorado State's Sonny Lubick and Air 
Force’s Fisher DeBerry. Joe Glenn has 
impressed the league in his three years 
at Wyoming. 

Bottom line: Chances are good that 
one MWC team will land in the expand- 
ed BCS process, with an extra game and 
less strict criteria for automatic berths 
from the so-called mid-majors. 

— Natalie Meisler 


| Mountain West Picks 
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Lindy’s 2006 
ALL-MLUC Team 


| OFFENSE - First Team 


TOP 10 NFL TALENT 


QB John Beck Sr. BYU 
RB Kyle Bell Jr. Colorado St. 
RB Curtis Brown Sr. BYU 
WR Brian Hernandez Sr. Utah 
WR Johnny Walker Jr. Colorado St. 
TE Jonny Harline Sr. BYU 
C Jason Karcher Sr. Wyoming 
OL Herbert Taylor Sr. TCU 
OL Jake Kuresa Sr. BYU 
OL Tavo Tupola Sr. Utah 
OL Robert Turner Sr. New Mexico 
AP Hoost Marsh Jr. Wyoming 
PK Chris Manfredini Jr. TCU 
DL Tommy Blake Jr. TCU 
DL Chase Ortiz Jr. TCU 
DL Gilberto Perez Sr. Air Force 
DL Kelly Talavou Sr. Utah 
LB Cameron Jensen Sr. BYU 
LB Jason Phillips So. TCU 
LB Beau Bell Jr. UNLV 
DB Eric Weddle Sr. Utah 
DB John Wendling Sr. Wyoming 
DB Casey Evans Sr. Utah 
DB Terrell Maze Jr. San Diego St. 
P Jimmie Kaylor Jr. Colorado St. 
| QB Jeff Ballard Sr. TCU 
RB Robert Merrill Sr. TCU 
RB Wynel Seldon So. Wyoming 
WR Quentily Harmon Sr. TCU 
| WR Chaz Schilens So. San Diego St. 
| TE Kory Sperry Jr. Colorado St. 
C Tim Goins dr. UNLV 
OL Chase Johnson Sr. Wyoming 
OL Clint Oldenburg Sr. Colorado St. 
OL Josh Day Sr. — Colorado St. 
OL Robert Kraay Sr. Air Force 
AP Brent Casteel So. Utah 
PK Sergio Aguayo dr. UNLV 


DEFENSE - Second Team 


DL Jesse Nading Jr. Colorado. St. 
DL Howie Fuimaono Sr. UNLV 
DL Antwan Applewhite Jr. San Diego St. 
DL Jonathan Bailes Sr. San Diego St. 
LB. Joe Martin Sr. San Diego St. 
LB Robert Henson So. TCU 
LB Ward Dobbs So. Wyoming 
DB Robert Herbert Sr. Colorado St. 
DB Eric Wright Jr. UNLV 
DB Reggie Grigsby Sr. San Diego St. 
DB. Bobby Giannini Jr. Air Force 
P Michael Hughes Jr. San Diego St. 
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Sept. 2 
Sept. 2 
A) 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 16 


BYU at Arizona 

Utah at UCLA 

Colorado vs. Colorado State (Denver) 
Wyoming at Virginia 

BYU at Boston College 

San Diego State at Wisconsin 


Bow! Connections 


LAS VEGAS 
MWC #1 vs, Pac-10 #4-5 


FORT WORTH 
MWC vs. C-USA 


POINSETTIA (San Diego) 


7. Chase Ortiz ICU 


| 10. Ben Stratton 


Sept. 16 Texas Tech at TCU MWC vs. atarge 

Sept. 28 BYU at TCU 

Oct. 5 TCU at Utah NEW MEXICO 
MWC vs. WAC 


Oct. 19 
Nov. 4 

Nov. 11 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 25 
Nov. 25 


Utah at New Mexico 
BYU at Colorado State 
Notre Dame at Air Force 
Colorado State at Utah 
BYU at Utah 

TCU at Colorado State 


1, John Beck . BYU 
2, Jake Kuresa BYU 
3. Eric Weddle Utah 
4, Jonny Harline a) 
5. Robert Turner New Mexico 
6. Tommy Blake TCU 


65 percent accuracy, quick release, can move out of pocket 
A mountain at 6-4, 339. 

Can play corner or safety, contribute on special teams. 
H-back sized at 6-4, 226 but catches everything 

Can play guard or tackle. 

Had 40 solo tackles last season, including seven sacks. 
Size (6-3, 250), stats interchangeable with Blake. 

8, Eric Wright UNLV USER EUS Cla A OMUEL RCC ITM USES 0 
9, Kory Sperry Colorado State 6-6, 260 with great hands and decent speed for size. 


Colorado State Ferocious hitter must come back from ACL surgery. 


Most Offensive Defensive Newcomer 
Valuable Player of the Player of the of the 
Player Year Year Year 
John Beck, Kyle Bell, Eric Weddle, Eric Wright, 
QB, BYU RB, Colorado State DB, Utah CB, UNLV 


_ Best Run Blocker 
_ Best Pass Rusher 
| Best Cover Man 


Most Accurate Passer John Beck, QB BYU 
Strongest Arm John Beck, QB BYU 


Best Scrambler Shaun Carney, QB Air Force 
Coolest in the Clutch Brett Ratliff, QB el 


_ Toughest to Bring Down Kyle Bell, RB Colorado State 
Best Hands Jonny Harline, TE BYU 


Most Dangerous Deep Threat Johnny Walker, WR Colorado State 


Best Pass Blocker Jake Kuresa, OT BYU 
Robert Turner, OL New Mexico 
Chase Ortiz, DE ee) 
Eric Weddle, DB Utah 


Special Teams Demon Joey Rucks, DB Colorado State 
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EAST 


LEST 


PICKING THE C-USA 


Still an Air of Mystery in Second Year of New Era 


ast summer, no one seemed able pick the 

onference USA race with any confidence. 

With the conference in flux — four teams 
leaving, six teams arriving — most guesses 
centered on Southern Miss winning the East, 
and UTEP winning the West. Instead, Tulsa 
and UCF won their divisions, with the Golden 
Hurricane victorious in the first-ever C-USA 
championship game. 

One year later, predicting the division 
champions isn’t any easier. 

“T sound like a broken record,” said Jeff 
Bower, who enters his 16th season as coach 
at Southern Miss. 

“Last year I thought anything could hap- 
pen and certainly it did. I still contend 
there's a lot of depth, a lot of competition in 
the league. I don’t know if I had to pick a 
clear-cut favorite who that would be.” 

UAB’s Watson Brown insists picking the 


conference race is “impossible.” 
“This league is too equal,” Brown said. 
“Really, truthfully, everybody can beat 
everybody every week. The two teams that 
won it last year were picked near the bottom 
of their divisions. It’s all going to be based on 
who stays healthy, who wins the close games 
early, who gets the confidence from winning 
those close games and who finishes strong.” 
In the West, it could be Tulsa, UTEP, 
Houston or even SMU contending for the 
division and bowl invites. Only Tulane and 
Rice appear to be on the outside looking in. 
In the East, UCF and Southern Miss appear 
to be the most likely contenders, but UAB 
remains capable, and East Carolina should 
continue to improve. With the loss of All- 
American running back DeAngelo Williams, 
Memphis may be the conference's biggest 
mystery, but the Tigers still look like a con- 


tender if the right quarterback emerges. 

Even Marshall should be much better in its 
second season in the conference. 

“They were pretty young last year,” Bower 
said, “but they've got a great running back 
and a real athletic quarterback and played 
really good defense last year, so that’s a 
tough combination.” 

If those same qualities are the keys to the 
C-USA race again this year, it’s hard to pick 
against last year’s winners. 

The Golden Hurricane and the Golden 
Knights return starting quarterbacks, experi- 
enced defenses and capable tailbacks. Then 
again, both teams made a habit of winning 
close games last year and they start over with 
new kickers this season. 

“There could be a lot of teams competing 
for the championship this year,” Bower said. 


— Richard Scott 


Conference USA Picks 


Good news 


1, UCF 


Bad news 


needed at WR, DE and LB. 


Our call 


“Loads of experience back from young UCF won't sneak up anyone in ’06; help Returning experience, toughness in all three \ 
team that grew up fast last year. 


phases will be tough to beat. 


2. Southern Miss “Nine returning offensive starters includes Plenty of holes to fill on defense; new OB; Improved running game takes heat off QBand 


a strong offensive line. another tough schedule. gives USM chance to contend. 

3. UAB Blazers have depth and experience at Offense starting over at OB and center; Blazers blew close games in 2005; must win \ 
most spots; solid linebackers. tough schedule from start to finish. those to have a chance in 06. 

4. Memphis Eight returning offensive starters; experi- © RB DeAngelo Williams is gone, and there's Tigers will surprise if the new QB (Martin 
enced O-line and secondary. no proven QB. Hankins?) spreads the ball around. 

5.E. Carolina Second year under Skip Holtz; improving _Inexperienced O-line; JC transfers must ECU could surprise if OB James Pinkney and run- » 
experience, depth and defense. make an immediate impact. ning game become more consistent. 

6. Marshall (Second year under Mark Snyder; young _ Still young at many spots; uncertainty at Herd will be more competitive, but must become » 
roster with 19 returning starters. QB, WR and kicking game. more consistent. - 

1. Tulsa (16 starters return for league champs; Playmakers needed after loss of TE Garrett With depth, experience and talent, hard to pick > 
proven players at QB. LB, DB. Mills and RB Uril Parrish. against the Hurricane. 

2. UTEP (Talented playmakers atQB, RB and WR; —- Must cut back on turnovers; key division Might be the most talented team in C-USA ... and > 
17 returning starters. games are at Tulsa, Houston. also its most inconsistent. 

3. Houston © Offense will be tough to stop; get Tulsa Cougars lack size, strength in defensive Veteran team should be right there competing for 
and UTEP at home. front seven. the league title. 

4y. SMU (Team finished strong last season; Lack of proven players at QB and CB; uncer- — Mustangs close to getting over hump for winning » 
improved run game on both sides. tainty in kicking game. record and bowl game. 

5. Tulane © Team is back on campus after Katrina; Some holes at LB, DB, OL; rugged schedule © Green Wave should be more competitive, but 
‘06 can’t be any worse than ‘05. opens with three road games. faces steep uphill climb. ; 

6. Rice (New coaching staff brings new approach; Gotta be patient with new offensive scheme; Owls can't be much worse ... but probably won't >, 


nine starters return on offense. 
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big holes on defense. 


be much better. 
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| Lindy’s 2006 ey CIID 
ent. 2 Marshall at West Virginia 
| ALL C-USA Team Sept. 9 Tulsa at BYU Champion 


) Sep@ Texas Tech at UTEP Liberty vs. SEC 
Sept. 16 __N.C. State at Southern Miss__ c-usa #2 


u 
2 
Nbtdah Pape Sr UTEP es West Virginia at East Carolina GMAC vs. MAC or WAC 
Kevin Smith So. UC Q Sept. 23 Oklahoma State at Houston C-USA 
Marcus Thomas _—_Jr. UTEP Q Sept. 26 Southern Miss at UCF Houston vs. Big 12 
Aundrae Allison Sr. East Carolina ¥ Sept. 30 Tennessee at Memphis eh 
eer Marat ee popstan BK Oct. 3 Southern Miss at Tulsa Forth Worth vs. Mtn. West 
Shawn Nelson So. Southern Miss Mita — = ee 
C. Gagne-Marcoux Sr. UCE Oct. 7 uel at East Carolina C-USA 
George Batiste Sr. Southern Miss ) Oct. 13 Pittsburgh at UCF Hawaii vs. WAC 
Jeff Perrett Sr. Tulsa iT a | UTEP at Houston C-USA 
Blake Butler Sr. Memphis 0 % 
ct. 27 UTEP at Tulsa 
Travis Cooley Sr. Southern Miss Sua enueesseeeeeeeen CW oveans vs. Sun Belt Champ 
i Darren McGaleb ‘Sr. Southern Miss ) Nov. 4 Tulsa at Houston 
DL Justin Rogers —_—Sr. smu 
/ DL Larry McSwain —_— Sr. UAB 
t DL Marcus Hands Jr. East Carolina 
! DL Alex Obomese Sr. UTEP KR 1. Lamy McSwain DE Sr. UAB 17 sacks, 22 tackles for loss over past two seasons. 
| LB Nick Bunting Sr. Tulsa Pr 2.Shawn Nelson TE So. Southern Miss Makes plays as receiver, improving as blocker. 
| LB Jeremy Jones Sr UTEP Wy Spee ? os 
t LB Orlandus King Sr. UAB ; 3, Joe Burnett CB/PR So. UCF Lockdown CB with nose for ball, ability to break punts. 
i DB Joey Sturdivant Sr. SMU hed 4. Kevin Kolb QB Sr. Houston Makes plays with arm, feet and instinct. 
DB Bobby Blackshire Sr. Tulsa ~ §. George Batiste 0G Sr. Southern Miss At his best moving the pile. 
: es eat ea ot Meme $ 6.C.Gagne-Marcoux C Sr UCF Adept at both run and pass blocking. 
i P _ Michael Gibson Sr. Memphis Q 7. Aundrae Allison WR Sr. East Carolina — Big-play WR can stretch field as receiver, runner. 
Q 8. Jordan Palmer QB Sr UTEP Must first show he can cut down on turnovers. 
i QB Paul Smith te Tulsa Q 9, Jeremy Jones = OLB Sr.-«CUTEP Big hitter might be better at MLB in NFL. 
| RB  DeMyron Martin So. SMU 10. Mike Walker WR Sr. UCF Must re-establish deep threat after offseason surgery. 
| RB Ahmad Bradshaw — Jr. Marshall 
| WR Mike Walker Jr. UCF 
| WR Johnnie Lee Higgins Sr. UTEP 
/ TE. Ryan Kennedy Sr. SMU 
' C Doug Legursky Jr. Marshall Ppa plitersive spetcrers. Newremer 
/ OL Julius Wilson Sr. UAB piseers = iP cay ae 
/ OL Chris Clark Jt. Southern Miss sas vane es Lea 
/ OL Rolf Krueger Sr. Rice Paul Smith Jordan Palmer Larry McSwain Josh Johnson 
; OL SirVincent Rogers Jr. Houston QB, Tulsa QB, UTEP DE, UAB LB, Marshall 
) AP Norris Drinkard Sr. UAB 
| PK Reagan Schneider - Sr. UTEP 
I Most Accurate Passer Paul Smith, OB 
| OL Zach West Sr. UTEP | Strongest Arm Jordan Palmer QB 
p DEL Adrian Haywood | |"'St Sime fl) Best Scrambler Steven Moffett, 08 
PDE poauote ne art Feast carole ~ [Coolest in the Clutch Paul Smith, OB 
| DL Antonio Harris Jr: Tulane Q ee 
Pilg Neleoniediemandalae Tulsa it Toughest to Bring Down Kevin Smith, RB 
| LB Wade Koehl Sr. Houston tr Best Hands Vincent Marshall, WR Houston 
LB Mastaki Smith Sr. UAB 0 Most Dangerous Deep Threat Aundrae Allison, WR East Carolina 
( DB Brandon Sumrall — Jr. Southern Miss 2 Best Pass Blocker Jeff Perrett, OT Tulsa 
| DB Nick Graham Sr. Tulsa 2 Best Run Blocker George Batiste, OG Southern Miss 
| DB Rocky Schwartz dr. Houston Best Pass Rusher Larry McSwain, DE UAB 
} e ee a aa Best Coverage Joe Burnett, CB UCF 
f t Special Teams Demon Jonathan Lindley, DB SMU 
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HOUSTON 


COUGARS HOUSTON COUGARS HOUSTON 


AT A GLANCE 


| 6-6 overall, 4-4 C-USA (T-3rd, West) 


Art Briles — At Houston and overall: 
16-20, 3 years 


. RETURNING STARTERS 
19; 7 offense, 10 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Kevin Kolb, RB Jackie Battle, 
|. WR Anthony Alridge, WR Vincent 
Marshall, DE Cody Pree, DE Phillip Hunt, 
LB Wade Koehl, CB Kenneth Fontenette 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


) UH should again be at or near the top of 
C-USA in total offense. Kevin Kolb should 
own. all of the school’s career passing 
marks before the end of the season, and 
has a wealth of great receivers to throw 
to as all three starters return for this 
prolific aerial attack. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Several new starters on both sides of the 
ball are coming off injury-filled seasons. 
The defense has a brand new coordinator 
and will still need to step up its level of 
play. 


RB Ryan Gilbert, TE Blade Bassler, 
DE Kade Lane 


With QB Kevin Kolb being a senior, the 
time is now to win the C-USA title. If the 
Cougars’ defense keeps improving, this 
year’s squad could be the best under 

Art Briles. If they don’t grab that C-USA 
championship, they should still get to 
their third bowl game in four seasons. 


A Little Defense Could Go a Long Way 


Houston put up more big numbers 
last season, leading Conference USA in 
total offense and ranking highly in three 
other offensive categories. A big reason 
for that success is a wide-open scheme 
that allows record-setting quarterback 
Kevin Kolb to thrive. 

Last year’s squad went 6-6, but of its 
five regular-season setbacks, four were to 
bowl teams and three were by five points 
or less. The other was to a much- 
improved SMU team. 

In his first three seasons coaching his 
alma mater, head coach Art Briles has 
led UH to two bowl games. But if there 
has been an Achilles’ heel for his teams, 
it’s defense. 

Defensively, Houston was much 
improved in 2005, bur still ranked in the 
lower half of C-USA. If the Cougs are 
going to become a contender for a con- 
ference championship, a better defense is 
a must. UH already has the top offense in 
the league and just needs a good defense 


to go with it. 


OFFENSE 


Quarterback Kevin Kolb returns for 
a final season and should end up owning 
every major passing record in school his- 
tory. He is the cog in a high-octane 
offense that should put up more heady 
numbers. 

Kolb has passed for 9,155 career yards, 
with 55 touchdowns and 27 intercep- 
tions. 


Replacing first-team all-conference 


running back Ryan Gilbert will be Jackie 
Battle, who rushed for 408 yards on 106 
carries last season. Speedy senior 
Roshawn Pope, a former safety, will back 
him up and also see time at utility back. 
Freshman Chris Mitchell, a converted 
linebacker, is the fullback. 

All three starters return at wide receiv- 
er, including Vincent Marshall, who 
should become the school’s career leader 
in catches and receiving yards. He has 
2,791 career receiving yards, more than 
anyone in the nation. 

There’s also Donnie Avery, a true 
deep threat who last year hauled in 
44 passes for 688 yards; big-play 
receiver Anthony Alridge, who aver- 
aged nearly 23 yards per catch in 2005; 
and Arizona transfer Biren Ealy, who 
could post solid numbers in his lone 
season as a Cougar. 

Others who should see action include 
Brennan Gleason, Jeron Harvey and 
Perry McDaniel. 

Last year’s starting tight end, Blade 
Mark 


Hafner, a great blocker with soft hands 


Bassler, has departed, but 
who was injured most of last year, steps 
in. He will be pushed by Brian Boehm 
basketball 


6-8 Rodney Hannah. 


and former player, 


Three starters return on the line. 


Junior Jeff Akeroyd is the new starting 


left guard after missing most of 2005 
because of injury. Byron Alfred, who 
started 10 games at right guard in 2004, 


reclaims his old spot after injuries 
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sidelined him last year. 
Center Sterling Doty and left tackle 
both 


starters, return to anchor this solid unit. 


DEFENSE 


The good news is that 10. starters 


SirVincent Rogers, three-year 


return from a greatly improved unit. The 
biggest change will be new defensive 
coordinator Alan Weddell, who last year 
was the inside linebackers coach. 

UH has no shortage of talent on the 
defensive side of the ball and a great mix 
of veterans and underclassmen, meaning 
this year’s defense will be rock-solid. 

The entire linebacking corps returns 
— Trent Allen, Wade Koehl, Cody 
Lubojasky and Brendan Pahulu — and 
it is a stellar group (although it does 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 166.4 ypy rushing (4th in C-USA/39th NCAA), 272.8 passing (3rd/22nd), 438.8 total offense (1st/19th), 28.1 ppg (Sth/S1st) 


POS STARTER YR 


QB Kevin Kolb* Sr. 


COMMENT 


Could break all schoo! passing records this season. 


BRCKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Clint Walraven, Fr. 


RB Jackie Battle Sr. 


Top returning rusher played in all 12 games last year. 


Roshawn Pope, Sr. 


WR Anthony Alridge* Jr. 


Averaged nearly 24 yards per catch last season. 


Jeron Harvey, Jr. 


WR Vincent Marshall* Sr. 


Has caught at least one pass in 36 straight contests. 


Perry McDaniel, Jr. 


WR Donnie Avery* Jr. Deep threat was second on team in rec. yards and TDs. Brennan Gleason, So. 
TE Mark Hafner So. __ Returns from injury-plaqued 2005 to claim starting job. Brian Boehm, So. 

LT _SirVincent Rogers* Jr. _—_-Heads into third straight season starting on O-line, Jason Wagner, Jr. 

LG Jeff Akeroyd Jr. Now healthy after missing most of ‘05 with knee injury. Jerrod Butler, Fr. 

C _ Sterling Doty* Sr. This season will be third straight as starting center. Jake Ebner, So. 

RG Byron Alfred Jr. Started 10 games here in 2004; injured most of 2005. Michael Bloesch, So. 
RT Dustin Dickinson* Jr. One of four junior starters in offensive line. Matt Hart, Fr. 


“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 177.2 ypg rushing (8th in C-USA/87th), 220.2 passing (6th/60th), 397.4 total defense (Sth/76th), 27.0 ppg (Bth/T-69th) 


POS STARTER COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Cody Pree* So. C-USA All-Freshmen team member had four sacks. L.C. Kirkpatrick, Sr. 
NT — Marquay Love* Sr. True force on D-line started last nine games of 2005. Ricky Barela, Sr. 

DE Phillip Hunt So. Speedy DE was on C-USA All-Freshmen team. Anthony Roulette, Fr. 
LB Wade Koehl* Sr. Top-notch LB will be candidate for national awards. Scott Lee, Sr. 

LB Cody Lubojasky* So. As redshirt freshman, started all 12 games last season. Rodney Rideau, So. 
LB Trent Allen* Jr. Started all 12 games and recovered two fumbles in’05. C.J. Cavness, Fr. 

LB Brendan Pahulu* Jr. Was Cougars’ second-leading tackler in 2005. Chris Pilot, So. 

CB Willie Gaston* Sr. Started 11 of 12 games at corner for Cougs in 2005. Quinte Williams, So. 
CB Kenneth Fontenette" So. Had four INTs and named to C-USA All-Freshmen team. Kellen Yancy, Jr. 


SS Rocky Schwartz* Ur. 
FS Will Gulley* Sr. 


“Returning starter 


need to be stronger against the run). 
Koehl, who had 14 tackles for loss last 
season, is one of the best linebackers in 
Conference USA. 

Lubojasky started all 12 games last 
year as a redshirt freshman, while Pahulu 
was the team’s second leading tackler (94) 
a year ago. 

One hole exists on the line, where end 
Kade Lane has graduated. His replace- 
ment is Phillip Hunt, who last year 
earned a spot on the C-USA All- 
Freshmen team. Fellow end Cody Pree 
earned the same honors. Nose tackle 
Marquay Love returns after starting the 
final nine games of 2005. 

Cornerback Kenneth Fontenette, who 
had four interceptions and earned league 


all-freshmen honors last year, will be 


Has now started in 23 straight games at strong safety. 
Athletic player back after missing '05 with injury. 


Joseph Gonzales, Jr. 
Ernest Miller, So. 


joined by Willie Gaston at the other cor- 
ner spot. 
tackler Schwartz 


Rocky 
(114 stops) has started 23 straight games 


Leading 


at strong safety. Also back is talented free 
safety Will Gulley, who missed all of 
2005 with a knee injury. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Justin Laird will again do the punting. 
Field goal duty will be split between Ben 
Bell, who will handle extra points and 
short attempts, and T.J. Lawrence, the 
team’s long-distance kicker. 

Vincent Marshall will return both 
punts and kickoffs, with fellow wide 
receiver Donnie Avery assisting with 
kickoff returns. 

— Steve Hunt 
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TEP MINERS UTEP MINERS UTEP MINERS UTEP MINERS UTEP MINERS UT! 


AT A GLANCE 


8-4 overall, 5-3 C-USA (2nd, West) 


Mike Price: At UTEP — 16-8, 2 years; 
) overall: 145-130, 24 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
19; 8 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


» QB Jordan Palmer, RB Marcus Thomas, 
WR Johnnie Lee Higgins Jr., C Robby 
Felix, DE Alex Obomese, LB Troy Collavo, 
LB Jeremy Jones 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Senior QB Jordan Palmer leads a passing 
attack that ranked first in the league last 
season. An experienced defense has 
standout linebackers in Troy Collavo and 

) Jeremy Jones, the team’s top two tacklers 
| from a year ago. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The Miners had two chances last year to 
clinch the C-USA West Division title, but 
failed to convert. On many occasions, 
the Miners were their own worst enemy 
in terms of penalties and turnovers. 


RB Matt Austin, RB Tyler Ebell, WR Chris 
Francies, LT Josh House, LG Jose Garcia 


Mike Price has done a great job of build- 
ing UTEP in his first two seasons. The 
Miners clearly have the talent to win the 
C-USA championship, but for them to 
make that leap to champions, they need 
to be better fundamentally. That means 
taking care of the ball (ranked 10th in 
the league in turnover margin) and draw- 
ing fewer penalties (second-most penal- 
ized team in the league). 


Redemption on Miners’ Minds in 2006 


In coach Mike Price’s third year, 
UTEP is on the brink of something big, 
coming off back-to-back bowl games for 
the first time in 50 years. 

But if the Miners are to take that next 
step and win the Conference USA title, 
they will need to rebound from a disap- 
pointing end to last season. 

The Miners finished 8-4 but lost their 
final three games. It could have been 
UTEP, and not Tulsa, who ended up win- 
ning the C-USA championship last 
December. 

With two regular-season games left, 
all UTEP had to do was beat either 
UAB or SMU o play for the title. The 
Miners lost both after serious melt- 
downs in each game, including com- 
mitting a season-high seven turnovers 
in the 40-24 loss to SMU. 

A 45-13 blowout defeat in the Motor 
City Bowl to Toledo was how they ended 
the year. 

Can the Miners use last year’s disap- 
pointment as motivation to finish what 
they started in 2005 by winning a C-USA 
title? It’s a possibility. 


OFFENSE 


Senior quarterback Jordan Palmer, one 
of eight returning offensive starters, leads 
a potent air attack that was tops in 
C-USA a year ago. But for him to realize 
his immense potential, Palmer must cut 
down on his turnovers. 

Of his 19 interceptions last season, 
nine came in UTEP’s three regular-season 
losses. Palmer also had trouble holding 


onto the ball at times, fumbling eight 
times, losing four, in those three regular- 
season losses. 

On the plus side, he threw for 3,503 
yards and 29 touchdowns. With his size 
(6-5, 235) and bloodlines (Carson’s 
brother), he’s high on the NFU list of 
senior quarterbacks. 

At running back, Matt Austin and 
Tyler Ebell are gone. But top rusher 
Marcus Thomas returns; the junior set 
a school record last season with four con- 
secutive 100-yard rushing performances. 

His receiving skills are also handy in 
Price’s proven one-back offense. Thomas, 
a former Parade All-American, made 
32 receptions for 440 yards last season. 

Last year’s leading pass catcher, speed- 
ster Johnnie Lee Higgins Jr. — he has 
a reported time of 4.18 seconds for 
40 yards — heads up the returning cast. 
He has big-play ability, as evidenced by 
his 17.1-yard average and nine touch- 
downs on 49 receptions. 

Joining him at wideout are Daniel 
Robinson, a_ redshirt who played 
12 games in 2004, and Joe West, who 
had 19 catches in 2005. 

Jake Sears, who started seven games 
a year ago, returns at tight end and will be 
backed up by Jamar Hunt. 

On the offensive line, standouts Jose 
Garcia and Josh House must be replaced. 
Hard-working veteran Andy Smith steps 
in for Garcia at left guard, while Oniel 
Cousins, a speedy lineman with vast 
potential, takes over for House at left 
tackle. 
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Last year’s line was a major reason why 
the Miner offense was so potent last sea- 


son. Expect more of the same in 2006. 


DEFENSE 

UTEP returns nine starters from 
a group that ranked fifth in C-USA in 
total defense last season. 

Two thirds of their linebacking corps is 
back. Seniors Troy Collavo and Jeremy 
Jones were the top two tacklers in 2005 
and could earn all-conference honors this 
year. They each had 14.5 tackles for loss 
to tie for the team lead. 

Emeri Spence will man the remain- 
ing linebacker spot after playing 12 
games in 2005. 

Needing a new starter at end, UTEP 
turns to Joe Ward, who has played in 30 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2005 stats: 122.2 ypg rushing (10th C-USA/87th NCAA), 300.6 passing (1st/Sth), 422.8 total offense (3rd/31st), 31.8 ppg (2nd/33rd) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


QB Jordan Palmer* Sr. 
RB Marcus Thomas* Jr. 
WR Joe West* 


Should continue rewriting UTEP record book as senior. 
Had school record four straight 10-yard games in '05. 
Jr. Hauled in 15 of 19 catches in last seven games last year. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Brandis Dew, Fr. 
Johan Givens, Jr. 
Chris Marrow, Sr. 


WR Daniel Robinson Sr. 


Redshirted last season; saw action in 12 games in 2004. 


Chris Day, So. 


WR Johnnie Lee Higgins Jr.* Sr. UTEP’s leading receiver is one of nation’s fastest. 


David Sutton, Sr. 


TE Jake Sears* Jr. Solid performer started seven games for Miners in 05. Jamar Hunt, So. 

LT _Oniel Cousins Jr. 300-pounder has great quickness and lots of potential. Tim Ford, Jr. 

LG Andy Smith Sr. Hard work in offseason has landed him starting job. Cameron Raschke, Fr. 
C Robby Felix So. Honorable mention Freshman All-American. Jake Belshe, Sr. 


RG James Riley* Jr. 


Coming off knee injury; should be 100 percent by fall. 


Colby Meek, Fr. 


RT Tyler Ribitzki* 


“Returning starter 


So. Started final six games of 2005 as redshirt freshman. 


Humberto Padilla, Sr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2005 stats: 160.7 ypg rushing (Sth in C-USA/72nd NCAA), 212.8 passing (Sti/S1st), 373.4 total defense (5th/S8th), 25.9 ppg (7th/61st) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE — Alex Obomese* Sr. | 2005, was a second-team All-C-USA performer. Reggie Miles, Sr. 

LT Justin Hanel* Sr. Consistent performer started seven games last year. James Olalekan, So. 
RT Zach West* Sr. After battling injuries in '05, ready to return to top form. Ricky Van, Sr. 

DE Joe Ward Sr. Has seen action in 30 games during past three seasons. Justin Watson, Sr. 
LB Troy Collavo* Sr. Had 112 tackles last season, second most on team, Jason McQuay, Sr. 
LB Jeremy Jones* Sr. Leading tackler gained 15 pounds and could be better. Brian Wilkins, Fr. 
LB Emeri Spence Jr. Played in all 12 games last year and had 16 tackles. Josh Chamois, Sr. 
CB Nate Draughon* Sr. Broke up team-high 10 passes last season.. Bryant Tisdale, Sr. 
CB Josh Ferguson* Jr. Picked off two passes in 2005, one for a touchdown. Tim McCullouch, Sr. 
SS __ Joe Fleskoski* Sr. Intercepted three passes and had 75 tackles last year. Phillip Moss, Sr. 

FS Quintin Demps* Jr. Led all defensive backs in 2005 with 78 tackles. Braxton Amy, Fr. 
“Returning starter 


games over the past three seasons. 
On the other side will be Alex 
Obomese, a second-team All-C-USA 
performer in 2005. Reggie Miles and 
Justin Watson will also play. 

Justin Hanel, who started seven games 
in 2005, is back at left tackle. Right tack- 
le Zach West appears healthy and is the 
starter at the other tackle spot. 

All four starters return from last year’s 
secondary. 

Free safety Quintin Demps last season 
led all UTEP defensive backs with 78 
tackles. Joe Fleskoski, who had three 
interceptions last year, tying him with 
Demps for the team lead, returns at 
strong safety. 

As for 
Draughon and Josh Ferguson, who had 


cornerback, both Nate 


two interceptions last season, are back. 
Also in the mix will be Lance Castleberry, 
Da-mon Cromartie, Tim McCullouch, 
Fred Patton and Bryant Tisdale. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


UTEP’s kicking game is in good hands 
with seniors Ryan Hotchkiss at punter 
and Reagan Schneider at kicker. 

Schneider is one of the best in 
Conference USA, hitting 18 of 23 field 
goal attempts last season. He was seven 
of nine from 40-plus yards last season, 
with a long of 49. 

Higgins will return both kickoffs and 
punts with Demps joining him on kick- 
off duty. Higgins averaged 22.4 yards on 
kick returns, and 9.4 on punt returns, 

— Steve Hunt 
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i. SEC —————————— 


Welcome back to the college football penthouse. A case can 
be made for one-third of the league starting in the preseason Top 
10 (LSU, Auburn, Florida, Georgia). That would be a slight 
improvement over 2005 when four finished in the top 12. 

And that was a so-called down year when Tennessee took the 
season off and only six teams went bowling. 

How good is the SEC? In ‘05, for the second consecutive year, 
five teams won at least nine games. ‘Bama is back. LSU survived 
two hurricanes, got to the conference title game and thrashed 
Miami in the Peach Bowl. Auburn has won 26 of its last 30. 
Georgia is the defending champion. 

All of them might be might be chasing Florida in ‘06. 

We knew this was more than just a basketball league. 


7 


Expansion has been good for the league, pushing the ACC 
higher and packing the conference with depth. Miami, Florida 
State, feel free to be what you once were. 

Yeah, yeah, we know FSU won it last year, but at 8-5? The 
Noles (109th in rushing?) and ‘Canes (replacing five coaches) 
have issues they didn’t used to have. 

For now, the ACC's flag-bearing program is Virginia Tech, 
which won (and then played for) the conference title in its first 
two seasons in the ACC, going 23-5 overall and 14-3 in the league. 

Beamer's boys will still hover around the Top 10 this season, 
and, in any given year, challenges could come from Clemson ... or 
Virginia ... or North Carolina State ... or Maryland ... or Georgia 
Tech ... did we mention Miami and FSU? 


3. Big Ten 


Ohio State is this year's version of USC. Loaded offense, ques- 
tionable defense. Jim Tressel has to find nine new starters on 
defense ... somehow he'll find a way. It is Ohio State. 

Elsewhere, Lloyd Carr has to find his way back to the Top 10. 
Joe Paterno got back there last season, but can Penn State do it 
again? Iowa always seems ready to sneak in the back door. 

The bottom of the league is getting saltier, with 2004 coach- 
ing changes potentially taking hold at Indiana and Illinois. 


rn 


Even with Troy declining ever so slightly, the Left Coast goes 
five deep (USC, Cal, Arizona State, Oregon, UCLA) and the bottom 
of the Pac is generally better than those in other big conferences. 
The Trojans’ greatness, however, gives the league its identity. 


4 RANKING THE CONFERENCES J 


S. Big Il2 \ — 


Texas and Oklahoma both have national championship tal- 
ent, but it drops off severely after that. Nebraska should win a 
diminished Big 12 North, which has seen recent coaching 
turnover at half the programs (Nebraska, Kansas State, Colorado). 


Retest | Ne = 


The good news: The Big East has established itself enough 
that it can expect to keep its automatic BCS berth in the future. 
It's earned that much. The better news: That's because West 
Virginia and Louisville might play a national championship elim- 
ination game on Nov. 2. 


Zein 


The MWC has its own network (CSTV) and a best-of-the rest 
rep. TCU would have played in a BCS game last year had the cur- 
rent rules been in effect. Utah and the Horned Frogs have eyes 
for the BCS this season. 


8. Conference USA 


Not as bad as you think after the loss of Louisville to the Big 
East. Half the league went bowling last year. Central Florida 
accomplished the biggest turnaround in the country. Tulsa won 
the league title (on the road) and had more victories than big 
brother Oklahoma. Mike Price has guided UTEP to back-to-back 
bowls for the first time in 50 years. 


9. WAC 


No lack of coaching acumen, with Idaho’s Dennis Erickson 
joining Dick Tomey, June Jones, Pat Hill, Chris Ault and others. 
Bad news is that Boise State lost Dan Hawkins, and the league is 
horribly weak at the bottom. 


10. MAC 


Whatever happened to Big Ten Jr.? Only one team (Toledo) 
won more than eight games. Nine of the 12 teams had at least 
five losses. Still, the league has produced an impressive run of 
quarterbacks. 


i. Sun Belt \ 


In business to stay in business. Sun Belt teams play money 
games at Texas, Oklahoma, Texas A&M, LSU, Auburn, Clemson, 
Kansas State, Oklahoma State, South Carolina, Maryland, Miami, 
Alabama, Nebraska, Georgia Tech and Florida State. No wonder 
the champion finishes around 6-5 each year. 
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